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WHAT KILLS ACTORS 


+ 





Publicity-Mad Radio Goes Sexy: 
Torrid Art for Cold Newspapers 





It didn’t used to matter, but now 
it’s becoming increasingly helpful 


for girl candidates for radio honors 
to have s. a. 

With this change it is also notable 
that radio has gone in for lots of 
legs in its photographic art. Radio 
isn't far behind Hollywood in posing 
comely radio artists in a yard or 
two of gauze. Radio editors were 
pop-eyed last week by a sef of stills 
sent out by Columbia on a miss 
named Deane Janis that nobody had 
heard about. Earl Carroll's tech- 
nique had been lifted bodily by the 
radio network. 

Networks are simply supplying a 
demand, they point out. It was 
quickly apparent that the Deane 
Janis series was going to get an 


unheard-of 80% placement in the 
dailies. 

Ship news photographers never 
got more co-operation on limb-dis- 
playing than the publicity channels 
are getting from radio’s ingenues. 
Ladies whose eagerness for free 
space grabbing is overwhelming 
have seen how the editors grab the 
seK appeal poses to dress up the 
otherwise drab radio pages. Accord- 
ingly, they are changing their tac- 
tics. 

Girls Say, ‘Me, Too’ 

One radio ingenue who last year 
rejected with outraged dignity a 
suggestion that she pose in a bath- 
ing suit is now looking coy a la 
Dietrich in much less attire. 

Girls get jealous of each other 
and seek to out-sensationalize their 
rivals. Nobody seems to mind and 
many unquestionably enjoy the ad- 
vent into the workaday statistical 
grind of radio of this note previ- 
ously missing. 

Radio fan mags have, of course, 
fostered and encouraged the pre- 
mium on undraped femininity. Faced 
with the problem of boosting cir- 
culation, legs were the immediate, 
universal, and easy answer. Radio 
has been conspicuously free from 
@candal, and it was hard to dig dirt. 

It seems quite likely that ‘home 
and fireside’ programs intended to 
reach family elements may in the 
end recoil from the splashing of silk 
hosiery, lingerie, or outright bur- 
lesque queening in the name of an 
unseen art suddenly rendered 
breath-takingly visible. 





Saved by a Comma 


The comma saves him and 
makes the copy come within the 
advertising code,’ ruled Frank Wil- 
Stach on a Lady Godiva exploitation 
stunt last week in Wilkesbarre. 

Exploitation of ‘Ashamed’ in- 
@Gluded an ad for a young lady to 
ride through the town on ‘a white 
horse stark naked.’ The Haysian 
fimding is that had there been a 
comma before ‘stark,’ then the nu- 
merous complaints filed would be 
justified. 





Advance Dope 


In order to better gauge the 
film possibilities of a play by 
a couple of name authors, a 
Broadway legit producer re- 
cently had the script credited 
by phony names as authors and 
submitted it to several picture 
companies. 

Reaction was favorable, 
wherewith he withdrew the 
script, put the original names 
back and began casting. His 
idea is that he now has definite 
picture offers to bank on. 


Unbelievable Sponsor 
Pays $1,100 Monthly 
To Gratify a Whim 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

NBC's Chicago neadquarters con- 
tinues to receive $1,100 monthly in 
advance from the ‘unknown spon- 
sor’ of Irma Glen, organist. This 
unusual situation has been going on 
since May with very little comment. 
Most newspapers have disbelieved 
the story as sheer publicity fabri- 
cation but vice-president Niles 
Tramme!l confirms the facts. 

A wealthy woman gives herself 
this eccentric and costly pleasure, 
15 minutes every Wednesday night 
over WENR. She insists that she 
shall remain unknown. Program is 
simply designated as ‘Lovable Mu- 
sic,’ a title which expresses the 
sponsor’s sentiments. 

Arrangements came about as a 
result of corespondence between the 
patroness and Miss Glen who was 
being taken off the air to make way 
for a commercial. That displeased 
Lady Bountiful who suggested that 
she would pay the costs. NBC, when 
the proposition was first broached, 
was just as skeptical as newspaper- 
men have been since. 

But meanwhile Irma Glen con- 
tinues to play on the most power- 
ful station in Chicago and during 
the cream hour of the evening. 




















Band Leader Democratic 


Nominee for Lieut.-Gov. 


Seattle, Sept. 19. 

Vie Meyers is the Democratic 
nominee for lieutenant governor of 
Washington. In a field of seven 
men, including some seasoned poli- 
ticians, the orchestra leader was the 
winner. He polled around 30,000 
votes, more than 3,000 ahead of his 
nearest rival. 

Meyers attracted national atten- 
tion last spring when he ran for 
Mayor of Seattle, finishing fifth in 


a big field. That campaign was 
along humorous lines, with reams 
of publicity. 


This time his slogan is, ‘No cam- 
paign promises I'll do my best.’ His 
main platform is announced in 








HEART DISEASE 
TAKES BIG TOLL 


Statistics on Actors’ Mor- 
tality Reveal 134 of 598 
Dying of Old Age Within 
Last 3 Years — Cerebral 
Hemmorhage a Danger— 
Tuberculosis Not as Prev- 
alent or Fatal Among 
Performers as Generally 
Thought 





24 SUICIDES 


Heart disease is the major obstacle 
to a long life for actors. Life in- 
surance statistics covering the last 
three years show that of 498 per- 
formers of all types who died within 
that period but 134 passed away 
from the infirmities of old age. Men 
in this group averaged 74 years of 
age with 17 over 80; women aver- 
aged 77 years with one actress hold- 
ing on until she reached 107. 

Heart discease is the most per- 
sistent cause of death among play- 
ers according to these figures. 

(Continued on page 54) 


SUTTON PL. AS 
NIGHT CENTER 


Sutton Place, New York’s fash- 
ionable East River residential de- 
velopment, is slated to become a cen- 
tral spot of de luxe nite life this fall 
and winter. Quite a few spots are 
being planned for that restricted 
residential sector. Last year, Mrs. 
Cobina Wright's Sutton club did so 
well that now Mal Hayward of the 
old Lido has new spot and there’s 
another one opening up opposite the 
River House. 

This apartment hotel, with its 
Venetian gondola dock fronting on 
the East river, also has the promo- 
tors wondering about a showboat 
idea in the East river. The resi- 
dents of River House dock their 
water taxis on their’ front door- 
steps, literally, which conveys by 
water to Wall street and all around 
Manhattan, 

Locale also has a 299-seat theatre 
in a hotel which will present plays 
and opens this week. Idea is a try- 
out for scripts. 


Maternal 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
A fan magazine writer, in- 
terviewing Ethel Barrymore, 
asked her, ‘What do you con- 
sider most interesting about 
the Barrymores? 
She answered: 














‘The Drews.’ 





three words, ‘I am wet.’ 














The Bleacher Biz 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 

Forest Freelund, former p. a. 
of the RKO Downtown, had a 
circus this year and when it 
folded he was stuck with 2,000 
bleacher seats. 

At the Harmsworth (motor- 
boat) races he put up the 
seats on the shore and charged 
35 and 50c each for the two 
days the races were run, and 
cleaned up. Last week he took 
the seats up to Imlay City and 
rented them to the fair there. 

He’s making more money 
with the perches than he did 
with the circus. 


Hollywood Yachtmg 
Navy Shrinks 300 to 
80 in Yr.; High Upkeep 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Hollywood’s yen for yachts has 
chilled with the passing of summer. 
Past yachting season, due to bud- 
get clipping, has been tough on the 
yacht brokers who saw little of 
their stock go into deep water dur- 
ing the season. 

Majority of the yachts at the San 
Pedro anchorage are for sale. Prices 
are low. Boats which originally 
sold for as high as 335,000 are on the 
block for as little as $3,000 now. 
Upkeep of boats in this section 
is extremely high due to water be- 
ing infested with termites. 

Picture names who went boat 
crazy two years ago have discov- 
ered that the job of being a skipper 
is expensive. It’s much cheaper to 
have a yachting cap and sail on some 
friends’ boat. At the height of the 
yachting craze, over 300 picture 
people were members of the Holly- 
wood armada. Currently there are 
80 boats owned by picture people. 


Coast Woman Pastor 
Goes From Air to Vaude 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Rev. Ethel Duncan, pastor of a 
local church and for two years on 
KNX with a mixed radio program of 
religion and mysticism, is being 
booked for personal appearances in 
northwest picture houses. 

Miss Duncan buiit a _ following 
through her church and radio work 
by answering questions as to miss- 
ing relatives, etc. She left KNX 
when that station decided to drop 
telepathists. 




















FLEISCHMANN’S GRANDSON 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Charles Fleischmann, grandson of 
the late Henry Fieischmann, yeast 
magnate, has joined KHJ's singing 
staff. 


He’s a baritone, six feet, two 





inches talL 














That Toddlin’ Town, Chicago, Slows 
Down to an Old-Fashioned Waltz 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Paris nite life is shot, eh? And 
things are dull in Vienna? Shang- 
hai isn’t itself and Sydney stays 
home and plays’ poker with 
matches? Well, the international 
picture isn’t complete without a 
birds-eye view of the world’s 


fourth largest city, burnt-out, 
cooled-off, A. K, Chicago. 


Chicago has 18 legit theatres, two 
open, four more with attractions in 
sight, two playing pictures, 10 of 
them closed and apt to stay that 


way. In 1927 Chicago had seven 
full week and five split week vaude- 
ville houses and dozens of lesser 
dates. Now there’s the Palace and 
State-Lake and nothing else. At 
the same time there were 12 to 15 
weeks among picture theatres for 
vaudeville performers. Now there 
are four. 

North side, west side, south side, 
(there ain’t no east side) the town 
was dotted with nite clubs, cabarets, 
million dollar ballrooms. And it 
was tough to find tables where 
nothing was too big as a cover 
charge. The cafes are still there— 
some of ’em. Counting the waiters, 
sometimes 25 or 30 people can be 
seen throwing care to the winds. 
The million dollar ballrooms are 
also present but the same people 
don’t own them. The gambling pent 
houses remain open but they don’t 
sneer at a 25-cent chip any more. 

The mirrors, the mahogany, the 
polished brass and ornate bric-a- 
brac of Chicago’s once-famed bars 
may still be seen. They are now 
devoted to corned beef sandwiches 
and near-beer. North American 
cafe is a cafeteria, DeJohnge’s is a 
stenographer’s tea room, Tip Toe 
Inn liquidated, St. Hubert’s Old 
Snglish Grill burned down, Rainbo 
Gardens is as dead as the cemetery 
across the street, Petruska Club gs 
a memory, Friar’s Inn, Moulin 
Rouge, Town Club are padlocked. 
Rendezvous was razed for a hotel, 
and the list could be multiplied 
endlessly. 

Radio 

Blame it all on radio. Everybody 
does and radio doesn’t mind. 

3ut it’s more likely that radio 
simply intensified the stay-at-home 
habits that have been growing 
steadily for years. Chicago is a 
city of modest per capita wealth. 
They party in small cliques or 
family groups here, sending out for 
ginger ale or ice cream. It’s safer 
and cheaper to drink ‘at home 
Oddly enough, even in the boom 
days Chicago was never much of a 
spot for swank speakeasies of the 
New York type. The typically Chi- 
cago drinkine place was a road- 
house, cafe or beer flat. 

Not generally understood by visit- 


ing showmen is the bad transporta- 
tion handicap out here. It's too 
touch getting to the Loop and in 
consequence neighborhood cinemas 
ire unduly prominent at the ex- 
(Continued on page 37) 
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Cloud-burst of 


Blurbs at Mike as 


Filmdom Attends ‘Rain’ Opening 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


Scene (just a fragment) before 
the microphone at the calcium 
opening of ‘Rain’ at the Chinese 
theatre: 


Peggy Hamilton ‘(fashion expert): 


‘Myrna Loy is wearing a_ beauti- 
ful—’ 

Jimmy Durante: ‘Hello, Moina. 
You look swell, Moina. How are 
you, Moina? That was Moina.’ 

Anita Stewart: ‘I know ‘Rain’ 
will be a success. Every picture 
that Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer makes 
is a great picture.’ 

IIamilton: ‘Miss Anita Stewart 


looks lovely. She is wearing—’ 
Freeman Lang (one of the many 
m. c's): ‘I take great pleasure in 
interrupting—’ 
Hamilton: ‘There's Claire Wind- 
sor. She’s wearing— 


Lang: ‘And now here we have 
none other than Art Stebbins. Mr. 
Stebbins is—’ 

‘James Gleason: ‘Oh, Mayor 
Porter. Won't you say something 
about ‘Rain.’ 

The Mayor: ‘Yes. You should see 


this wonderful crowd. Thank you.’ 
Gleason: ‘And now...Mr. Leslie 
Howard, won’t you say something?’ 
Howard: ‘What are all these 


Hamilton: ‘And now, Mary Pick- 
She’s wearing a gorgeous 
baby blue—’ 

Lang: ‘Ladies and gentlemen, let 
me introduce Moss Hart.’ 


Hart: ‘I understand this is God's 
country. He can have it.’ 
Gleason: ‘I take pleasure in in- 


troducing Charlie Ruggles.’ 


Ruggles: ‘I forgot my umbrella. 
Thank you.’ 

Lang: ‘Oh, ah, oh.. She’s more 
ravishingly, beautiful than ever. 
Ladies and gentlemen, Thelma 
Todd.’ 

Todd: ‘Thank you. I wish— 

Lang: ‘Oh, boy, oh. boy, oh boy, 


I'd like to see more of Thelma.’ 

“Gleason: ,‘I'd like to see more of: 
her, too.’ 

Lang: ‘And. now I want to intro- 
duce Mr. Ike St. John.’ 

St. John: ‘Good evening, every- 
body... Thanks ladies and. gentle- 
men.’ : 

Gleason: ‘Ladies and gentle- 
men...I.. want . to  introduce...I 
want...Il am glad...I have a gentle- 
man here...Mr. Harold Lloyd.’ 

Lang: ‘Mr. Lloyd won't talk.’ 

Hamilton: ‘And here comes 
Delores Del Rio.. She’s gorgeously 
gowned. She's wearing— 

Gleason: ‘I take pleasure, ladies 
and gentlemen, to introduce to you, 
Miss Dolores Del Rio.’ 

(silence) 

(crowd noises) 
(street car bells) 
(more silence) 


Lang: ‘Miss Del Rio can't talk 
over the mike.’ 

Hamilton: ‘Miss Del Rio is wear- 
ing—’ 

Lang: ‘And now I want to intro- 
duce—’ 


Mae West Finishes First 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Mae West has completed her Par- 
amount picture, ‘Night After Night.’ 
No deal so far made for further 


+ 





Dieting for Contrast 


Hollywoed, Sept. 19. 

Back from their European 
trip, Laurel and Hardy find 
themselves 15 and 17 pounds, 
respectively, heavier than when 
they left. 

Babe Hardy is trying to 
nurse along the added pound- 
age, but Stan Laurel is dieting 
in order to obtain the team’s 
contrast before starting an- 
other picture. 











Aspirants for Writing 
Fame Give Scenario 


Agency the Go-Bye 


Hollywood, Sep. 19. 
Investigation into the activities 
of the Hollywood Scenario Agency 
by the Better Business Bureau and 
the Hollywood Chamber of Com-: 


merce, due to numerous requests 
received for information, reveals 


that few aspirants for screen story. 


writing have fallen for the wide- 
spread advertising campaign that 


has been underway for the past two 
months. 





Agency, in such publications as’ 
‘Writer's Digest’ and other literary: 
journals, itself as ex- 
clusive representative for 11 Holly- 
wood studios, and guarantees that 


stories submitted to it will be read 
by a studio, producer or a director. 
Agency is operated at the Metro- 
politan studios by J. F. Reich, who 
figured in a South Seas picture- 
making excursion several mcnths 
ago, in which several prospective 
partners in the proposed cruise 
filed charges that they had been 
mulcted out of their investment. 
Inquiry by the BBB into Reich's 
newest venture reveals that so far 
it has not been financially produc- 
tive, in that a chart prepared by 
the agency shows expenses to date 
have exceeded returns. Revenue up 
to the time of the investigation 
came from a $10 fee charged for 
copyrighting scenarios or manu- 
scripts, with the figures showing a 
$10.67 expenditure for each saw- 
buck received. 

Agency has submitted a list of 
the 11 studios or picture producers 
to whom stories are submitted. It 
includes: Griffith Productions, In-, 
ternational Recording Engineers, 
Ltd., Hollywood Studios, Craig- 
Hutchinson Productions, Inc., Con- 
gress Pictures, Ltd. John Ince 
Productions (United Studios), San- 
ford Productions, Symington-O'Dair' 
Productions, Radiotone Co., Na- 
tional Sound Production Corp., and: 
Television Productions, Ltd. 
Another angle in the BBB in- 
vestigation is that Jack Erwin, 
prosecuted several months ago for 
alleged selling of motion picture 
jobs, is also said to be identified 
with the scenario agency. Reich 
was a former business broker, en- 


advertises 











|swit or 


gaged in the selling of partner- 
one-half interests. He 
switched to motien pictures early in 
eg summer. 


Lesit-Pic Actress, Peg 


Ea 


Hollywood, Sepi. 19. 
Peg Entwistle, legitimate aec- 
tress who had slight picture experi- 
ence, was found dead in the hills 
back of Hollywood this morning by 
a pedestrian. According to the po- 





lice, she had evidently jumped off 
the letter ‘H’ on the ‘Hollywood’ 
sign. With her was found this 
note: 

‘Afraid I am a coward and I am 
| sorry for many things. If I had only 
|done this long ago I could have 
| saved a lot of pain.’ 
|} Deceased was the former wife of 
| Robert Keith, legit-picture actor. 
| They were divorced three years ago. 
| She appeared with Billie Burke on 
| the Coast in the play ‘The Mad 


Hopes.’ It was during this engage- 
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WILL MAHONEY 


This week, Buffalo Theatre, Buf- 
falo, New York. 

“Variety” said: “Will Mahoney is 
a super-comedian who panics an 
audience from the very first mo- 
ment he appears. He is headlining 
this week with business capacity 
plus. This Mahoney boy zowed 
‘em into the aisles. He had ’em 
raving. What a comedian.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Backers Seek Out 
On 756 Tied Up in 


Eisenstein Film 























Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


‘Viva Mexico,’ made by Sergei 
Eisenstein in Mexico, reposes in a 
vault at Consolidated laboratory un- 
til the backers can get an expert 
qualified to edit the 200,000 feet of 
film. Femme film cutter went to 
work on the negative a short time 
ago, and separated it into six parts 
te conform with the six episodes in 
Eisenstein’s hand-written and 
roughly outlined script. 

Picture is surrounded by so much 
political dynamite that girl's name 
was kept secret. 

Figured only out is to get Ejisen- 
stein back here from Moscow to un- 
ravél the film himself. He took most 
of it off his cuff, and there is no one 
here able to assemble the scenes in 
story order. Footage is silent. 
Wealthy Pasadena liberals, aided 
by Upton Sinclair, who backed Eis- 
enstein, would like to get him to re- 
turn,. but this is extremely doubt- 
ful. 

Around $75,000 is tied up in the 
picture, with backers still hopeful 
of getting back at least some of 
their investment. 


As Holman Cash-In 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Although Radio shelved its Libby 
Holman story, Universal is strong- 
ly considering ‘The Torch Singer,’ 
another yarn based on the Broad- 
way singer. Studio execs are read- 
ing galleys on the unpublished 
novel, by Charles Grant, and dis- 
cussing possibilities with writers on 
the lot. 
Radio 





owned 





Entwistle, Coast Suicide 


‘Born Wild,’ an 


original, but story difficulties, and 


chances - of | legal entanglements 
with Miss Holman, caused studio 
|to shelve it. Original’ label was 
‘The Torch Singer.’ - 


Rapf to Europe 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Harry Rapf, Metro associate pro- 
ducer, sailed from San Pedro Sat- 
urday (17) with Mrs. Rapf for Lon- 
don, on the S. S. Damsterdijk. 

Rapf, convalescing from a four- 
month illness, will visit all European 
capitals before returning to New 
York Nov. 25. He will then resume 
his duties at Metro. 





Clocks Go Back 


All clocks revert to standard 





time next Sunday morning 
(25), finishing the daylight 
saving period. 

At 2 a. m,. the clocks move 


back one hour. 














Pict 


Biz Talks Showmanship but J 


Doesn't Know What It Is—Fontanne 





Page Will Hays 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Newest marquée abbreviation 
lamped at a local nabe house: 
‘Rebecca of S. B. Farm.’ 


Pigskin ‘Primas’ Among 
Studios, Who Give Call 
To a Minor University 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Prima donna aititude of Univers- 
ity of Southern California football 
stars working in pigskin pictures 
has about washed them up at stu- 
dios, and thrown a majority of the 
film jobs to their rival institution 
U. of California at Los Angeles. 

U.S.C., larger and more widely 
known than U.C.L.A., has aiways 
had the call from the studios be- 
cause of their more prominent and 
nationally known players. Names of 
players, however, can’t be used in 
advertising without making them 
professional, so any scrub who can 
pack a ball in good form is oke for 
the camera. 
U.S.C. boys were too tempera- 
mental, say the _ studios. They 
walked off the set, showed up late, 
turned deaf when the assistant di- 
rector called, generally displayed 
little co-operation. 
During the filming of ‘All Amer- 
ican’ at Universal, several of the 
$7.50 per day pigskinners walked off 
the set when ascertaining they were 
to get only two days work, instead 
of an expected four days. 
The U.C.L.A. boys were used 
throughout in ‘70,000 Witnesses,’ 
with their coach, Pill Spaulding, in 
charge. Studio reports everything 
went smoothly. The players worked 
hard, and incidentally got in a few 
days of summer _ conditioning. 
U.C.L.A. players were also used by 
Norman Sper in a_ sport. short, 
‘Football,’ and have been getting the 
call over the U.S.C. men regularly. 
Two local universities are football 
rivals in the same conference, but 
U.C.L.A, so far hasn’t had a chance 
against U.S.C. It’s particularly 
gratifying to them, therefore, to be 
the fair haired boys when pigskin 
extras are needed. 














Historical Yarn Taking 
Burke to N. Y. for Fox 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Edwin Burke leaves here in three 
weeks for New York, where he will 
gather material for the first picture 
on his new writer-director contract 
with Fox. 

Story will be a history of New 
York from 1850 to the present. With 
Burke megging, picture will prob- 
ably get started around the first of 
next year. 





SAILINGS 


Oct. 19 (New York to London) 
Jack Robbins, Matt Malneck 
(Bremen). 

Oct. 5 (New York to Hamburg) 


Mrs. Tom Terriss, Mildred Terriss 
(Manhattan). 

Sept. 26 (Berlin to New. York) 
Adolphe Menjou, Katharine Carver 
(Bremen). 


Sept. 21.(London to New York), 
Dick and Edith Barstow (Ile de 
France). 

September 18 (Paris to New 


York), Ike Blumenthal (Europa). 


Sept. 17 (Buenos Aires to New 
York) Molly Picon (Northern 
Prince). 

Sept. 17 (London to New York), 


Frank Lawton, Herbert 
Binnie Barnes( Berengaria). 

Sept. 17 (San Pedro to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rapf (Dam- 
sterdijk). 

Sept. 16 (New York to London) 
Sidney Fox (Olympic). 

Sept. 15 (London to New York) 
Sax Rohmer (Majestic). 

Sept. 14 (New York to London) 
Albertina Rasch, John Steele, Julian 
Street, Jr. Mrs. Charles Laughton 
(Bremen). 

Sept. 13 (London to New York) 
Chick Endor, Charles and Virginia 
Farrell (Paris). 

September 12 (Paris to Van- 
couver), Prince and Princess Ghika 
(Liane de Pougy)) (Wisconsin). 


Brenon, 





Mt 





‘The picture industry is ruled. by 
business men who talk showman«< 
ship and don’t know what they're 
talking about.’ 

Precise, to the point: Lynn Fone 
tanne’s opinion of the art of Holly« 
wood, a verdict that cost Mr. and 


Mrs. Lunt a tidy $1,000,000 contract. 

Miss Fontanne’s refusal to return 
to pictures was not the result of a 
personal peeve. The Lunts have 
pleasant memories of their work ‘on 
‘The Guardsman’. They encountered 
none of Hollywood's famed ineffici- 
ency and interference. They found 
the cinema a stimulating, new @a- 
perience. 

That being as it may, the Lunts 
are back on the stage this fall, and 
plan to stay there. They'd rather 
troup ‘Reunion in Vienna’ through 
the key cities, than surrender their 
artistic convictions to a million dol- 
lar salary. 

Hollywood wanted them back to 
do eight films, two a year. The 
Lunts refused to sign away that 
many years along with the authority 
of selecting their own vehicles. 
MGM argued that a contract that 
called for less than eight releases 
would be a loss to the studio—only 
through that number, could it pay for 
the expensive publicity necessary to 
put Lunt and Fontanne over as pic- 
tures stars. 

There was the rub. Hollywood, 
says Miss Fontanne, makes a ritual 
of ballyhoo. The Lunts have thus 
far done pretty well without sen- 
sational publicity. They rely on the 
careful selection of plays that are 
polished off with immaculate Care, 

Pictures planned as painstakingly 
as plays, says Miss Fontanne, are 
sound studio investments. ‘The 
Guardsman’ was made in seven 
weeks. Its last scene was shot at 
five minutes before twelve on the 
scheduled day. There was no @x- 
pensive re-takes, no studio over- 
charges, no temperamental walking 
off the lot. A job that had been well 
assembled, was well done. 

Decries Ballyhoo 

‘Any film that is carefully chosen 
for its stars, one that is sensitively 
aware of the purpose of plot dialog, 
requires no mammoth publicity 
campaign. It finds its audience on 
the basis of its own merits. The exe 
travagant propaganda that Holly- 
wood prescribes is an admission of 
doubt in its production methods.’ 

Except for the common require- 
ments of selection and preparation, 
the Theatre Guild star finds no pos- 
sible comparison between screen 
and stage work. 

‘Might as well say 
like sugar; that cheese 
sweet,’ explains. The 
a satisfactory medium. 
possible those scenes, sometimes 
delicately. significant, that cannot 
be reproduced on a limited platform. 
Nothing in stage work exceeds the 
thrill of inspecting the daily rushes. 
The stage actress experiments with 
many effects before she gains the 
one she’s worked for. At times, it 
may completely elude her. The 
sereen’s own comment is brilliantly 
enlightening and instructive. 

‘But, a performance that runs 
seven weeks isn’t exactly a swift 
flight of fancy.’ As she smiles over 
the improbability, Miss Fontanne 
weighs her million dollar bid against 
the prospects of life in California, 
long hours at the studio and scripts 
not to her liking, and rushes back 
to rehearsal for fear she'll change 
her mind. " 


that salt is 
is like a 
screen is 
It makes 


Stolen Fur Racketeers 
e < b ] oe 
Nick ‘Names’ at Studios 
Holly wood, Sept. 19. 

The stolen fur thing is being 
worked overtime around the studios, 
with plenty falling. Among those 
going for it ave well known picture 
namcs. 

Gimmickers approach prospects 
with the info that they have been 
given seven furs to deliver on an 
order for half a dozen. Starting: at 


a high figure, after showing the 
order bill for $150 a skin, the work- 


ers can be bargained down to: as 
low as $25 for a genuine Pata- 
gonian jack rabbit that wholesales 


for $15 a dozen. 


Apparently the studio people have 
not yet wised to the inodus oper- 
andi, which also flourishes around 
New York. 
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Little Theatre Grads Win Screen veSseL’S PE —_|Ballooning of Boom Yarns Prompts 
Trying to Seili Self, Talmadge and g p 
— e . e German ‘Wunderbar’ e 9 
. |... Recognition Despite Studio Chill soueooa soot ». | Muffling ‘Em to Stop Job Hunters 
ry ms George Jessel is trying to sell 
a + Norma Talmadge and himself to . — 
yi ¥ studios for a picturization of the 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. Fifty-Fifty original German version of ‘Wun- So Unusual Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
, Despite the major studios’ lack of derbar.’ Jessel owns screen rights het Kick-back at the studios from 
< ‘ghthusiasm toward the subsidizing Hollywood, Sept. 19. hy oc ging nite ate Hollywood, Sept. 19. those who have flocked there for 
e or establishing of dramatic stock c Just ~~ ee, ° ee actor, . Story of an eastern boy and work following ‘prosperity just 
hens ; iovernor Roosevelt is to ge idm his picture career carries a ar . ’ stories i 
. companies, or little theatre for the Quring the electrical pageant eel pa ~ te a serie tor pee a pt 
. ‘ development of young players, 10 reception here next week is ia eame eet here, hues dailies has reuga an agreemen 
; actors and actresses and one di- still troubling the Republican WB BUYS FAY’ around for months and nothing between the majors to soft pedal 
a & rector from the Pagadena Commun- wing of the studios. happened except odd bits, some boom publicity yarns about the 
t. ; ity Playhouse have received screen Latest blue pencilling was as a double. here and there. number of persons getting employ- 
n : contracts during the past year. on the intended banner for the Suddenly a producer cast him ment on the lots. 
. With the exception of Douglas parade that was to read: PIC: T0 RENEW in a part of importance only Quietus on this type of material 
e : Montgomery, who changed his name ‘Welcome Governor Roosevelt.’ 9 secondary to a star. Another is also due to the blowing up of the 
n & te Kent Douglas, all the players who G. O. P. boys say they’ll play studio grabbed. him after flash- p.a. articles by papers in their eag- 
a & tlanded in pictures were developed if banner reads, ‘Welcome ing this effort and is so sold erness to show that business is on 
- ‘ under the direction of Irving Pichel. Governor Roosevelt and Gov- TANWYCK on him that it has ordered an the upturn. 
d iaatter has left the Community Play- ernor Rolph.’—From ‘Variety's’ extensive build-up for the lad Hinterlanders, taking the stories 
« { house for an acting-directing con- Hollywood Bulletin. by the press department. The seriously, have besieged the studio 
4 tract with Paramount. — p. a. attaches have been going gates every time such a yarn was 
3 4 Montgomery stepped out of films at it night and day. Meanwhile, printed, only to find disappointment 
a | rand a Universal contract because ~ ad Hollywood, Sept. 19. the youth has only been as- when it was explained to them the 
r : she did not like the screen. Recently, mers ve Warners has purchased Frank signed to one or two pictures. newspaper articles had been exag- 
h he has been staging and appearing Fay’s ‘Fool's Advice.’ Pays $70,000 His inactivity in view of the gerated. 
r in'a number of plays at his stage cash with a sliding scale of per- press campaign is rather sur- While production is currently at 
« alma mater. J centages. There have been differ- prising but is explained thusly a high peak for the year, the engag- 
} Several film directorial contracts Fall ar OW as ences between the studio and Bar- by him who is concerned: ‘Lis- ing of help in the mechanical and 
o have been offered Gilmor Brown, the bara Stanwyck, who is Mrs. Fay. ten,’ he says, ‘it’s reached the laboring departments has been nor- 
ee ‘Playhouse’s ace director, all of Actress probably will sign a new stage now where they're afraid mal, with the studios taking care 
t ‘which he has turned, preferring to W contract this week for two years to put me in a real part for fear only of the unemployed previously 
y ‘a@here to the theatre. Occasionally @a ere ress with four options. First pair of op- of making a chump out of their working there. 
. ‘Brown takes a fling at a professional tions lie with the studio. Last two publicity department.’ And Some of the blame has been laid 
t staging job in Los Angeles. belong to Miss Stanwyck. Initial he’s not kidding. at the doors of the studio's own 
4 Those who have hopped from Pas- contract calls for six pictures dur- p.a.’s, who, eager for publicity 
. adena to Hollywood and contracts Hollywood, Sept. 19. ing the two year period. « ; m breaks, have grabbed every piece 
r ‘are Karen Morley and_ Robert teneral picture opinion out here Miss Stanwyck had refused to re- of news of this nature and, by 
4 Young, both at Metro; Randolph|now is that Jean Harlow will|mew her contract, alleging that the C % |] e doubling and sometimes trebling 
“ Scott, with Paramount, and Onslow| weather the publicity tempest re-|Studio was 15 days late in notify- the number engaged, have been get- 
Stevens and Gloria Stuart at Uni-| sulting from the suicide of her hus- ing her of its intention to extend. ting copy on the front pages. In 
, versal. Radio also recently con-| band, Paul Bern. For a few days| Purchase of the Fay picture is be- many cases these figures have got 
1 tracted Mary Mason after seeing | after the tragedy local belief was lieved to have put her in a new S to gen S a further multiplication by the pa- 
3 her in a Playhouse production. Mar-|jimmediate that Miss Harlow’s|frame of mind, assuring her signa- pers, especially those hot to show 
P ion Clayton, at Warners, is another! screen career was Cver. ture to the paper. an indication of a return to pros- 
— Pasadena grad. Cause for the change in the the- perity. 
o 5 Almost all of these graduates went | orizing by the studio groups seems ’ 0 liareé SS 
- = ; directly into featured parts on their|to hinge on statements issued by Skolsk _ Yarn Is 
y 4a picture debuts } le d ’s broth Henry y MARILYN OAKIE DUO 
. ba mare "win tae ropes Pi iota f Colm ’ ? 
>| | eel Miss Harlow. Besides which there | Cause o alls Hollywood, Sept. 19. FOR B’WAY MUSICAL 
‘WIDOW UJ A AIN was the later discovery of Bern's Me M. G. Whitman, Radio studlo em- : 
; a) P G AT former common-law wife, and her Goldwyn Lawsuit ployee, is acting as emissary for es 
g M-G WITH MAGYAR DIVA subsequent supposed suicide. This David O. Selznick in visiting agents Newest musical comedy in the 
- = filled the papers and directed at- and endeavoring to set his producer| making would co-star Marilyn Mil- 
¥ ; ect tention away from the actress. Hollywood, Sept. 19. boss right with the 10-percenters. ler and Jack Oakie on Broadway. 
: ! Metro is again toying with the| These factors are deemed and hoped Ronald Colman'’s damage suit, i Whitman is telling the agents that| The Warners are reported consider- 
4 hotion of making a sound version | t® be sufficient to quash any an-| gag against Samuel Goldwyn, was Selznick is aware they have not ing backing the show but they are 
: of ‘Merry Widow.’ Company has| tagonistic reaction of the public inspired by Sid Skolsky’s interview been treated right in the past, with| not planning any additional legit 
ordered Irene Biller, Hungarian | toward the screen player. is * us pO . regard to writers and story mate-| activities. é 
stage star, to come to Hollywood| Changing attitude of the public|in the New York ‘Daily News. Ar-| rial. Hereafter, he promises them,| Understood the Warners are fa- 
y immediately for tests for the part|is manifest by an avalanche of | ticle inferred that Colman obtained | they will be accorded the fullest cO-| yorable to the show because it 
, oe she played in every part of neg antag letters go tte his romantic flair from the neck of Dagon oe and bo be able ey mt would provide an attraction for 
urope. that have since come to the actress um whenever ey come to ei their Broadway Hollywood theatre. 
J Metro’s idea as regards Miss|from all parts of the country, from o oe oe Se pRaeeenenes studio, rather than have to deal! pjang for pew ror vattevilie try 
Biller seems to be that the title and, theatre-goers and fans. better when moderately dissipated. | through subordinates. Also that} there are apparently off. 
. background of the story can carry] Noticeable in this territory was|_Y4rn was written and handed to/ prompt action would be accorded|/ phe musical was written by Cole 
f the film in the U. S. without an im-| that directly the story of Bern’s| Skolsky by Lynn Farnol, Goldwyn’s/ any names submitted to avoid any| porter and Herbert Fields. Miss 
portant stellar name. Miss Biller | death broke ‘phone calls poured into | P- %, after — columnist had tried/ belief on the part of the agents! yiler has not appeared on Broad- 
: left yesterday (19) for the Coast. | theatres and film exchanges asking | *® Connect with the actor. Skolsky/| that stalling was taking place. way for several. sennael 
’ At one time Metro wanted| where ‘Red Headed Woman’ could | ™@de several trips to the studio; This is the first time that a stu- : 
. Jeanette MacDonald for the lead. | be viewed. Those houses which were | Without success and on one occasion| dio producer has used a second 
1 — Rae Poa: playing the picture at the time held | V8 taken on the Colman set but! party in an attempt to set himself Lo ’ Ai 
° it over for extra days. the player would not see him. right with agents. ew os r f lans 
d WB Options ? Bern:-is credited by Hollywood as At = re almost we Pec “ia tier or 
» having conceived the idea of placing story has been given to different ll , 9 
4 — Miss Harlow before a camera under apes Helen Hayes, in an in- ALICE WHITE-WB MAKE . Hollywood, Sept. 48. 
’ “ Hollywood, Sept. 19 a red wig. This was before their terview printed in a fan maga- Arthur Loew, accompanied by so 
B “Warners took +H ‘Hel marriage and it will be remembered sine, stated that the actor needed ntph Rothal and Males iiaem, pet 
‘ ‘wor’ * s took up options of Helen | marrias . liquid bolstering before doing a UP—WITH CONDITIONS for Hal Roach, leaves for Australia, 
| yinson and Sheila Terry, stage ac-| that Metro spent months looking for | iove scene. Colman is said to have taking Roach’s plane on boat. 
; [yee ees Sane ew aaa hn png sc Mc ig ns gype Phos ayy t been a tribulation to various Gold- weer F'rom there Loew will fly to Paris, 
. 9 BAtiod ago, : ’ 1alt-year ie caak teak he ae ane pao wyn p. a.’s, insisting that the studio Hollywood, Sept. 19. arriving there early in November. 
, &F , ‘ br itted the Hark aeee tae Yeo give him publicity of the same ‘hard After three years of peeving War- 
_ 2 ; pg pes al ed a ae ane to get’ type as Garbo received. ners and Alice White have adjusted A 
t = -Restrains Fox Holdi U oc tnthes PR yo - cs” eam ts In his damage complaint, Colman their differences. The blonde ac- Sherman, Horton Nibble 
Bi ng p Silas Sianteera: Aeuhaaeson ti bin declares that Goldwyn has issued] tress will go back to work in ‘Em- At RKO Vaude T 
° ey gr “ithe offending publicity in order to! ployees’ Entrance.’ Options on fur- ours 
4 Allan Dinehart Pay Check feature is also alloted to Bern, the | take advantage of him in the sign- ther pictures seovidied? Holl . 
_ Bel rs Hollywood, Sept. 19. dg at egg a ing of a new contract. In this re- Contract contains a gag clause —_— PANE. cence vm « pop a 
‘ ‘''wA temporary order was granted | 7)" a , p amongst Pypect Colman’s option does not come! which prohibits her gossiping to fan * both fli i " a 
, ‘AMlan Dinehart Thursday (15), in | ‘P08e Tecosnized as true boxoffice by | up for six months. mags and all outsiders about her | °'° 2° h —— with vaude. Their 
> ‘Superior court restraining Fox Film the trade. ‘ é Actor is currently working in| work or studio conditions. ais atone — omenitiad te the 
' ‘€o., from paying his salary to his pens oe " oureonty heading | ‘Cynara.’ His next picture, sched- —— , ofice in Now York for posst- 
former wife. Mrs. Louise D. Dine. | the cast of ‘Red Dust’ (M-G) which | uled to start in four weeks, is ‘The le routes. 
; ‘hart. is now in work and listed for late | Masquerader.’ Leading character in| Three McCrea Starrers If set, Sherman will go out as a 
( io <Now in New York, Mrs. Dinehart, Cetaner sesanee. ; this play is a narcotic addict. In , cng. Merton ts planning. 6 three 
. ‘attempting to collect back .ali- | _ Fa" ™magazine writers are re-/| the Goldwyn picture this has been » Hollywood, Sept..49; | people sketch. 
mony, has attached his salary of Pate oe Be 2 Posies ng _ INSY SE cwiger rs peg Bp Ngee Ay 
1,000 a w i > : stories 0 a sensationa nature eavily in liquor. : 8 B “ 3, m 
a uee’ beneae ie ae aan dealing with Bern’s past life, but| Following Colman’s filing of the| nd is combing the files now for a Carroll-Raft, Co-Stars 
receive three weeks pay because of | Studio gates ace closed to them in| suit, Farnol issued a statement of suitable opener. Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
this action, claims that he was con- | Procuring this material. ‘Writers | his own in which he takes the rap McCrea will also be used in other} Nancy Carroll and George Raft 
tracted by Fox in California, has | 2° mostly affiliated with the film | for the Skolsky article and absolves| productions, where he fits. will be co-starred in ‘Undercover 
5 done all his work for the company | ™485 that recently have been turn- Samuel Goldwyn of any implication. Man’ by Paramount, James Flood 
here and kas been paid here. There- |ing toward scandal-mongering in| However, Farnol, in the coverup directing. 
fore, he charges, the N. Y. office | Most of their copy. declaration, claims that Skolsky dis- No N. Y. for Durante Yarn is an original by John Wil- 
had no right to hold back his wages, torted certain facts in the article, Hollywood, Sept. 19. stach. Garrett Fort and Ray Harris 
4 vince the company was not served!) PARLOW’S ‘GUNMAN’S MOLL’ — oe an unfriendly pic- Jimmy Durante has had to post- a 
y here by his former wife. Holl = © a pone that 10-day trip to New York, 
. a aa eemeee ae sesien ‘tae Ge Metro having decided to start ‘Pig| DOROTHY JORDAN'S DATES 
ae ° 20ats is week, Dorothy Jordan is coming east 
H ‘J Actress Asks $115,000 ee ae Ree eee Sr Vaude Act with Her Son, Robert Montgomery and Walter] for shay aiten in the Loew. picture 
. aaed Los Angeles, Sept. 19. Goes into production about Nov. 1. ° Huston are set for the cast, with | houses on a Metro studio booking. 
a ‘4 Elinore Flynn, film actress, who Mrs. Wallace Reid Idea CO Sy oe =e SOCURe Spee OO. Te eee 
t was injured in an auto accident at | Sane —o Capitol, New York, with the rest of 
8 Topango Canyon several months | Clark, McCullough East ais s ; . ‘ the Loew time to follow 
- ago, has filed suit in Superior court | Hollywood, Sept. 19. Hollywood, Sept. 19. Joan’s Sister-in-law to Wed on —o 
3 ‘for $115,000 damages against Rich- | Clark and McCullough are due in Mrs. Wallace Reid plans to do a Los Angeles, Sept. 19. Sally O'Neill on Stage 
7 @rd K. Bennett. driver of the other| New York this week to pick up| vaude act with her son, Wally Reid, Stanley E. Little, cameraman, and Sally O'Neil, of pictures, yes- 
g machine. | some vaude dates, having just fin-| Jr. Jessie LeSueur, actress have ap- | terday (Monday), joined ‘Man- 
It is charged by Miss Flynn that ished six shorts for Radio. Young Reid has been playing bits | plied for a marriage license here. |hattan Medley,’ currently at Broad 
e. She was scarred by flying glass, in | Paul McCullough left here Sat-|in pictures for the past year. Mrs. Miss LeSueur was formerly mar- | St., Newark, fora week before open- 
- @Adition to other injuries, and spent) urday( 17), and Bobby Clark leaves| Reid has been professionally inac- jried to Jack LeSueur, brother ef | ing at the Longacre, New York. Is 
»£1,500 for doctor's services. } Tuesday (20). | tive for the past three years. iJ yan Crawford. j Lawrence Weber is its producer. 
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GTE and Duovac Suits Vs. AT&T 


—x 


WE and ERPI May Break Open 


Warner and WE Relationship 


Business relations between War- 
ners and Western Electric, already 
very much strained, may result in 4 


clear breakaway of the two firms 
from each other. A Warner com- 
pany relationship is seen in the 


present monopoly suit filed in Wil- 
mington against the A. T. & T., 
Western Electric and ERPI by Gen- 
eral Talking Pictures (DeForest). 


Not only are the G.T.P. com- 
plaints basically identical with the 
complaints filed by Warners’ in 


their monopoly suit against West- 
ern Electric and ERPI, but both 
G.T.P. and Warners employ the 
same counsel, Darby & Darby. 
prominent patent lawyers. 

By these facts, observers see a 
break-off coming between W.E. 
and Warner’s which may result in 
Warners” shoving ERPI_ equip- 
ment, valued at an estimated $15,- 
000,000, out of Warner theatres and 
Warner studios and replacing same 
with Goneral Talking Pictures (De- 
Foresi). 

Open Up Industry 

Such a move which is open to 
conjecture, as contractual obliga- 
tions may prevent the move, would 
throw the entire picture biz rela- 
tions, as regards to equipment, 
wide open. 

What gives the legal action unus- 
ual significance are indications that 
other producers are reported close- 
ly watching the present monopoly 
suits against the electrics. 

It will take many months before 
litigation is finally determined. 
Former Judge Hugo Morris, who as 
a Federal District judge, sat in the 
original Ries patent suit against 


ERPI by General Talking Picturés |atres which can prove by their books 


(DeForest) some two years back, 
is now the attorney of record for 
both Warners and G.T.P. in their 
separate actions. 


Wilmington, Del., Sept. 19. 

General Talking Pictures and 
Duovaec Radio Corp., filing separate 
U. S. District Court suits here, 
tumbled a load of legal timber on 
top of the intricate talker-patent 
license web built up since 1919 by 
A. T. & T. through Western Electric 
and ERPI, 

DeForest angle of attack (through 
GTP suit), this time, is not patent 
infringement, as before, but mo- 
nopoly and trust charges. Bills of 
complaint in both suits are in iden- 
tical language, except for one or 
two omissions in the GTP paper. 
Duovac filed Friday and GTP Sat- 
mosey. A. t. & TFT. W. BB. and 
ERPI are co-defendants in each. 

Suits’ Details 

After DeForest’s court victory 
here over W. E. on the Reis sound- 
on-film patent, present suits are re- 
garded as a2 second broadside at the 
electric alignment in effort to weak- 
en or end its dominance in the talk- 
ing picture equ‘pment fie!d. each 
paper charges defendants control 
90% of production and 50% of re- 
production in the picture industry. 

both suits attack ERPI's agree- 
ment of Sept. 5, 1927, with Edwin 

(Continued on page 25) 





Lzemmle Leaving Cedars; 
Ot:.ers’ Condition Better 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Carl Laemmle is out of the Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital after undergo- 
ing treatment. 

Mrs. Taft Schreiber, wife of the 
MCA coast manager, is recovering 
from an cperation at the same hos- 
pital following birth of a son. Mrs. 
Chester Morris is doing well, fol- 
lowing appendix operation, Wednes- 


day (14). 
Arthur W. Stebbins is recover- 
ing from a minor operation, per- 


formed at Cedars hospital, Sept. 14, 
to remove a bump on his head, in- 
curred inv an auto accident two 
years ago. 

Leo White is recovering from leg 
injuries sustained in an auto ac- 
cident. 





WB Borrows Baxter 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Warners are negotiating with Fox 
to borrow Warner Baxter for ‘42nd 
Strect. WB tried to get him for 
‘Employees’ Entrance,’ but Baxter 
refused to play the part. 


+ 


| Skeered? 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Fox is having lots of diffi- 
culty getting players to accom- 
pany Clyde Elliot to India and 
the Malay states for a six- 
months’ trip where the director 
is to shoot ‘Man Eater.’ 

















1, §. Market Must 
Shoulder Burden 
Say the Distribs 


Declaring they are depending ; 
more upon the U. S. market this 
year than any other, and that in this 
they have to contend with the losses 
of major circuits, distributors insist 
they will hold out for better rentals 
even though many exhibitors before 
the first of the year may be forced 
into a famine of good pictures. 





‘MG, WITH 48 FEATURES 


HAL LE ROY 


Now appearing ROXY, New York. 


Week Sept. 15th. 

Robert Garland said, “For young 
Mr. LE ROY is a dancer among 
dancers, a lad who knows how to 
co-ordinate his body and -his brain. 
And as he co-ordinates them he re- 








minds you of the late lamented 
Jack Donahue, 
Direction 


M. S. BENTHAM 





Hays Frowns Upon Exclusive 
Booking: Distribs Deem It Oke 





Absentees 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Sign at the Paramount 
studio reads: 


‘No person shall be admitted 
to Paramount studio unless 
bearing a pass signed by one 
of the following executives: 
B. P. Schulberg, A. A. Kauf- 
man, M. C. Levee, D. O. Selz- 
nick, Sam Jaffe or E. J. Mon- 
tagne. 

With the exception of Kauf- 
man, none of those named are 
now working on the lot. 











Radio Opposish 
Is Heaviest on 


Tuesday Nights 





DUE, HAS 24 MEGGERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Aithough making only 48 feature | 
pictures this year, Metro has cur- 
rently 24 directors on its roster, the 


| 
} 
! 





The slump in the foreign market 
is claimed now to be at its height. ! 
From a slight profit the foreign field 

is now a heavy loss for most major 

companies. 

From the exhibitor organization 

standpoint, the MPTOA is nearest 

to accepting the producers’ pro- 

claimed. It is not demanding any flat 

or general reduction but is asking 

distributors to be lenient with the- |! 


that they cannot stand the increase 
gaff. 

Independent producers, mean- 
while, are capitalizing the stand-off ! 
attitude of most of the major com- 
panies. Several of the largest of the 
indies are considering a discount 
when the deal with a theatre in- 
volves most of its product. 


Author Financing, With 
U to Refund Neg. Cost 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Gordon Wong Wellesley has sold 
a second story, “The Pagan River,’ 
to Universal, and will produce it in 
the Malay peninsula for that com- 
pany’s release. Writer has ar- 
ranged for over half of the $125,000 
necessary to make the native story. 
Universal has agreed to refund | 
the negative cost and give Welles- 
ley a percentage, but it will do 
no advance financing. Present ar- 
rangements call for an: all-native 
cast, with the company shoving off 
for Malay in November. 

Wellesley, Englishman, with 
Chinese blood, sold ‘Shanghai Inter- 
lude’ to Universal, and was on the 








payroll a month adapting it. Studio 
later decided against doing the | 
story. 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Extra placements were up again 


| greatest number of any of the ma- 


jor’ studios. 

In few cases are these directors 
on straight contract salary, but are 
being paid a flat sum per film. 

The director list comprises Rich- 
ard Boleslavsky, Tod Browning, 
Harry Beaumont, Charles Brabin, 
Clarence Brown, Jack Conway, Wil- 
liam Cowen, Jacques Feyder, George 
Fitzmaurice, Victor Fleming, John 
Ford, Sidney Franklin, Howard 
Hawks, George Hill, Edmund Gould- 
ing, Robert Z. Leonard, Lothar Men- 
des, Elliott Nugent, Harry Pol- 
lard, Charles Riesner, Edward 
Sedgwick, Edgar Selwyn, W. S. Van 
Dyke and Sam Wood. 





RUSHING ‘VENUS’ 


Airmailing Par Film to Dodge An- 
other Postponement 


In order to meet the booking of 
‘Blonde Venus’ into the Paramount, 
New York, Friday (23), the pic will 
be shipped ai mail from the Coast. 
Studio is rushing completion of re- 
takes and reshot scenes so that 
Publix will not have to again defer 
playdates. 

Picture is slated to day and date 
between New York and Brooklyn 
Paramounts. 





Tuesday night will provide the 


! most formidable competitive clash 


this season between radio and the- 
atres. Both sides recognize Tuesday 
as the focal point, radio boasting 
of its own big audience and the the- 
atres . probably explaining’ their 
meager atendance for that night on 
that basis. 

Deluxers prebably won't be af- 
fected so much, but the neighbor- 
heod houses and small town cinemas 
will feel the counter-attraction of 
dials plenty. 

In sequence from meal time until 
late evening Tuesday nights hold: 

The Goldbergs. 

Frank Crumit-Julia Sanderson, 

Wayne King Orchestra, 

Ben Bernie Orchestra. 

Ed Wynn. 

Lucky Strike. 

Amos ‘n’ Andy. 

Hoy, many theatres have shows 
that can be stacked against that 
free all-star bill? 


oa 
$100,000 Rights? 

Metro has closed for ‘Another 
Language’ at a reported purchase 
figure close -to $100,000. Negotia- 
tions had been going on for some 
time, due to the author, Rose 
Franken, and _ producer, Arthur 
Beckhard, holding out for an im- 
portant price, despite the fact that 
before production late last fall the 
play was offered around for very 
little and .turned down all around. 


Understood Metro has’ Helen 
Hayes in mind for the central role. 








Lasky, Charging Contract Breach, 
Quits Par; Report to Release Thru U.A.' 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. | 

Charging breach of contract, Jesse’ 
IL. Lasky, who terminated his affilia- 
tion as first vice-president in charge 
of production for Paramount, last 
week, will probably file an action 
for a settlement and accounting on 





the past week, going to 5,588 day 
checks for the week. 

Top day was Sept. 10, when 1,134 
people were used, 588 of them for 
Cc, B. DeMille’s ‘Sign of the Cross’ 
at Paramount. 


WB Renews Lyle Talbot 
After He Clicks in Indie 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
On the strength of his perform- 
ance in the independently produced 
‘Klondike,’ Lyle Talbot has had his 
contract renewed by Warners. 
Talbot came here from the stage 
‘ix Months ago. 





Par Wants Montgomery 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Paramount is trying to borrow 
Robert Montgomery from Metro as 
the star of ‘In For a Penny,” orig- 
inal by Sophie Kerr. 

Julien Josephson and Brian Mar- 
low assigned to the dialoging and 
adaptation. 





his eontraect with that organization 
in Superior Court this week. 

Lasky, who felt it necessary to 
terminate’ his contract after 18 
years with the company, due to a 
breach of the agreement will prob- 
ably ask for around $400,000 in sal- 
aries due him until Dec., 1934, as 
| well as an accounting on all prod- 
j;uct. It is understood that he also 
,/ had a holding deal with other mem- 
bers of the directorate, which will 
be aired in the courts for the pur- 
pose of determining his equity in 
the proposition. 

Though Lasky is reluctant to dis- 
cuss his future, outside of the fact 
that he will make independent 
productions under the corporate ti- 
tle of L. Lasky Productions, 
Ine., he will probably make a deal 
with Joseph M. Schenck to make 
three pictures a year for United 
Artists release. Shenck is now 
here, and it is expected that within 
the next week an agreement will 
be consummated. 

There.jwere reports current that 





Jesse 


tion, but Sidney R. Kent, president 
of the company, stated no deal was 
in contemplation, or would there be 
any likelihood at this time of add- 
ing outside producers to the Fox 
personnel. 

The Lasky breach is said to have 
taken place following the failure of 
certain ‘compensation from _ the 
company to reach him at noon last 
Thursday (15). He had been trying 
to icon out his Paramount deal, but 
balked on making a new one where 
he would be subservient to Eman- 
uel Cohen, v.p. in charge of the stu- 
dio. Lasky is said to have con- 
tended that he was first v.p. in 
charge of production, had not relin- 
quished the post, and _ therefore 
would not work under Cohen. 

His attorney, Lloyd Wright, is 
expected to return from San Fran- 
cisco the middle of this week, at 
which time it is understood that suit 
will be filed. It is also likely that 
an action will also be filed in the 


New York courts by Nathan Bur- 
kan, who is functioning as New 
York attorney for the former Par- 


amount executive. 

Both Sam Katz and Emanuel Co- 
hen refused to comment on Lasky’s 
termination of his affiliation with 
the company. In his retiring state- 
ment, Lasky said he regretted the 
conclusion of his pleasant relations 








Lasky might join the Fox organiza- 


with Sam Katz. 


Fear of a Federal probe and cost= 
ly litigation is causing the Hays 
organization to put a quietus on the 
spread of exclusive booking policies, 

The industry's overseers have not 
the same confidence in the infallibile 
ity of copyright protection as some 
of the distributers’ legal mentors, 
They point out that there is a very 
debatable question which would 
come within the jurisdiction of the 
courts as to whether copyright 
privileges can be used to an extent 
where they may constitute monop- 


oly and restraint of trade. 


Modification Is Oked 

Belief in the Haysian circle is 
that a modified exclusive policy is 
bound to come. This, however, would 
retain all of the subsequent runs in 
their present formation and would 
ignore only the lowest admission 
theatres. Under such a plan, Hays- 
ites feel, there would be no likeli- 
hood to inspire any trade restraint 
charges. 

Litigation over the all-exclusive 
experiments now being made in 
various pacts of the country is ex- 
pected to break out first in either 
Kansas City or Connecticut. Ate 
lanta, one of the spots to have the 
one-theatre demonstration, decided 
against going into the courts at its 
exhibitor convention last week, ac- 
cording to reports. Wilmington ine 
dependents, the first to raise the is« 
sue when Metro introduced the pole 
icy, as the outcome of a local fight 
with the Warners, have let the mate 
ter lapse and, reports in New York 
reveal, also plan no retaliation. 

Distribs’ Stance 

On the other hand, among dis- 
tributors as to the legality issue 
there is a consensus of opinion that 
exclusive booking on any basis is 
soundly legal. 

The fact that the picture is a 
copyrighted article, according te the 
interpretations of film lawyers, 
makes its salable at what price and 
with whom the producer desires to 
transact business. ’ 
Thus, it is declared, distribs can 
keep their better pictures for their 
own theatres the same as an auto or 
sewing machine company can hame 
its own agencies in_ territories 
thoughout the country. 








Fox Picks Saciin terns 
For Part in ‘Man Eater’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Marion Burns, who received her 
initial break in ‘Golden West,’ at 
Fox, has been picked for the girl 
part in the three member cast which 
will be used in the studio's animal 
picture ‘Man Eater,’ to be filmed in 
Malaysia. 
Picture will be made by James O. 
Spearing and Clyde E. Elliott, who 
leave here the end of September, 
with a camera and sound crew for 
Penang. 

Carl Berger, who photographed 
‘Bring ’Em back Alive,’ will handle 


, the cameras. 


‘Stallings Back to ‘Sun’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Finishing his assignment on 


Metro’s ‘Pig Boats,’ Laurence Stall- 
ings has returned east to resume 
book reviewing for the New York 
‘Sun.’ 
Under his contract, the studio 
still has an option on the writer for 
part time work, with the possibility 
he will do some adaptations in the 
east. 
More Waterfront 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Having completed the adaptation 
of ‘Destroyer’ at Columbia, Max 
Miller has been given a similar ase 
signment on ‘Bottom of the Sea.’ 
Novelist is on a six weeks’ cone 
tract with options. 


DR. WM. VOELLER OUT OF PAR 
Dr. William Voeller, assistant to 
Eugene Zukor in the maintenance 


and construction department at 
Publix, has been dropped. No suc- 
cessor. 
Weitzenkorn Trial Set 
Los Angeleg, Sept. 1° 
The divorce case of ' Mrs. Irma 
May Weitzenkorn against Louis 


Weitzenkorn will go to trial tomor- 
row (20). in Superior court. 


Brand, Zagon & Aaron, are rep- 





resenting the writer's wife. 
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Loew Heads’ 4 Day Confab; Metro 
Execs Protest Cuts, Then Dividend; 
Thalberg Says Working for Gov't 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Nick Schenck, Bob Rubin and 
Irving Thalberg have been in con- 


‘ference since last Friday night (16) 


at the Ambassador Hotel. 

Thalberg and Mayer are protest- 
fmg against the methods used in 
making Metro salary cuts and then 
having Loew, Inc., declare a divi- 
dend. Their contention is under- 
stood to be that this hurt the morale 


‘of the organization. 


Thalberg also wants his studio 
duties curtailed, claiming the re- 
sponsibility should be divided 


among others as 30 to 40 pictures a 


year is a big load for any one. He 
also proffers the angle that for his 
present income, which is in the 
high six-figure brackets, a year, he 
for the Government 
through his surtaxes. 

Belief is that Tnalberg would like 
to make pictures with his own unit, 
turn out but four to six a year and 
have an arrangement whereby he 


-would get salary and stock so that 


his taxes would not be so heavy. He 
also objects to release schedules on 
the theory that no picture should 
leave the studio unless it is right, 
and that the company should not go 
into quickie production with its 
present setup of costs. 

Schenck is arranging to leave for 
New York tonight (Monday) with 


his wife released from the hospital. 


Decisions reached at the pro- 
longed conference are not known at 
this time. 


Reade, Plunkett 
After Hipp; RKO 
Is Hot and Cold 





It was on and then off for RKO 


_to take over the Hippodrome, N. Y., 


after the circuit had already begun 
to remove equipment and seats. 
Now it’s still off, for the time being. 
Looks like RKO hopped in to make 
a deal after it was learned Walter 
Reade and Joe Plunkett figured on 
taking the house over when RKO 
decided previously to relinquish the 
spot. 

The equipment and seats will have 
to go back, and, in order to take over 
the spot again, it would cost RKO 
around $1,000 putting the Sixth ave- 
auditorium into condition. 
House was expected to reopen for 
RKO first week in October as a 
straight film grind, playing pictures 
after Loew's New York, on Broad- 


way. 
RKO ean have its usual three 
months’ option clause with the spot, 


and a reported reduction in rental. 
Previous rent was $2,500 weekly. 


‘SCHEIN, EX-KOHL ATTY, 
NOW ON RKO PAYROLL. 





George Schein, Chicago lawyer, 
is on the RKO real estate depart- 
ment payroll as an adjuster of rents 
and leases 

Schein represented Mrs. Cather- 
ine Kohl during her lIeadership of 


the Orpheum stockholders’ opposi- 
tion to the RKO stockholders’ plan 


Which was ratified in Baltimore last | 


year 


COL. EXECS EXCHANGE 


Sam Briskin, visiting Columbia 
Studio manager in New York, re- 
turns to ‘alifornia, probably by 
boat, arou) e Oct. 1 

At thit time Harry Cohn and 
Walter Wenger ceme east for a 
board meeting of that company. 





LEMAIRE’S ‘GIANT SWING’ 


Doing Burnett Story as First for 
Fox—Dunn in Cast 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Rufus LeMaire is due here from 
New York, tomorrow (Tuesday), to 
embark on his first picture for Fox, 
‘Giant Swing’: Lemaire is an as- 
sociate producer and will select his 
cast and airector. 

Story is by W. R. Burnett, author 
of ‘Little Caesar,’ and will go into 
production about mid-November. 
Jimmy Dunn is among the players. 

LeMaire will make five pictures 
for Fox, two of which must be com- 
pleted by Jan. 15. 


CENSOR JOINS 
HAYS AS JOY 
GOES FOX 


Like his predecessor, Col. Jason 
Joy, who is having his_ salary 
doubled by moving over to Fox, 
Dr. James Wingate, by quitting the 
New York State Censor Commis- 
sion and joining the Hays Organ- 
ization, as its production code over- 
seer, is doubling his own earning 
power. Irwin Esmond has been ap- 
pointed by the State Board of Re- 
gents to succeed Wingate’s cen- 
sorial post. 

With the entrance of Dr. Win- 
gate, the first big time censor to 
join the industry on an almost sim- 
ilar scale, the production code maybe 
due for a rigorous tightening up. 
Already, it is reported, the general 
and loosely worded clauses in the 
code, which are admitted to have 
been allowed, in some cases, an ex- 
treme elasticity, are being defined 
in the form of a glossary. 

Wingate Sympathetic 

Dr. Wingate was selected by the 
Hays organization after several of 
its own employee-members had re- 
fused the production job, figuring it 
the toughest in the association. 
Haysites are satisfied that Wingate, 
a seven letter man including the 
title of Doctor of Pedagogy, is ideal 
for the job. It is generally known 
in the New York trade that Win- 
gate has been in sympathy with the 
code and that since its introduc- 
tion, eliminations of scenes in pic- 
tures submitted to the review board 
have been markedly reduced over 
those in the average year before 
the code. 

At Fox, Joy's new job is gen- 
erally classified as that of ‘special 
ambassador to Winfield Sheehan.’ 

They maintain that while Joy will 
function as a story overseer he will 
also participate in all phrases of 
production in which Sheehan is di- 
rectly concerned. 

As production code overseer, Joy 
is reported to have received $15,000 





a year. His contract with Fox is 
said to call for $750 weekly the 
first year 


Joy was one of the oldest mem- 
bers of the Hays personnel, joining 
it in 1922 in a public relations ca- 
pacity. He was assigned to the 
Hollywood office in 1926 and placed 
in command of code activities when 
the production formula was adopted 
in October, 1928. 





No Sub for Montagne 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Radio contemplates making no 
addition to replace the late Edward 
J. Montagne, story editor, who died 
from a paralytic stroke last week. 
His duties will be divided between 





Charles Sullivan, Kenneth McGowan 
and Pandro Berman. 








MORATORIUM 10 
WHET PIG TASTE 


Summer Siesta Proposed to 
Sharpen Public’s Appetite 
for Pictures—8 Weeks at 
Virtual Standstill — Esti- 

-mated $10,000,000 An- 
. nual Saving 


-_——_—————— 


TRIAL IN ’'33? 


Filmdom will be asked to consider 
a plan for the general shut-down 
on exhibition during the summer 
months. This shutdown is to be for 
an 8-week period during the entire 
months of July and August. Its ad- 
vantages, as given by its sponsors, 
are many and estimated to save the 
industry a minimum of $10,000,000 
annually. H. B. Franklin is the 
sponsor. 

Advantages as construed in sucha 
plan include the elimination of po- 
tential seasonal losses which the in- 
dustry’s theatres incur every sum- 
mer. Additionally it is aimed to 
alleviate and guard against a pos- 
sible shortage of product annually 
encountered. Thirdly, it means the 
absorption of practically all film 
playing time within a 10-month pe- 
riod. 

Full details of the plan are not 
yet worked out. It is to be presented 
to the industry through the Hays 
office, where in all likelihood M. H. 
Aylesworth, as president of RKO, 
will submit the idea for considera- 
tion. Such a plan has been pre- 
viously conceived at Paramount. 
Reasons for Par not pushing the 
idea have never been known. 

Otherwize the idea smacks alto- 
gether as having been evolved 
originally by financial mentors 
within the major companies who 
saw in such a plan the elimination 
of many evils of exhibition and gen- 
eral film company operation. 

Summer Resort Exceptions 

It igs likely that under such a plan 
the only spots which will be kept 
running will be only distant subse- 
quents and houses in resort loca- 
tions. It will be aimed to have no 
effect on studio work other than to 
eliminate the hurried effort to pro- 
duce extra pictures to ward off pos- 
sible exhibition shortages, and 
which invariably adds to general 
company costs and wasteful produc- 
tion. 

Production will continue during 
the two months of the shutdown, al- 
though exhibition will be eliminated. 
Distribution, however, may come to 
a practical standstill, the facilities 
and personnel of this division in 
filmdom being applied toward care- 
ful and deliberate planning of sales 
and ad campaigns on new season's 
product. 

On the exhibition end, there is 
the saving in operating costs besides 
@ certain psychology angle. This 
psychology thing is to give the the- 
atregoers a vacation from the thea- 
tres which may dedound to the the- 
atres’ advantage. Customers being 
deprived of screen amusement for 
two months may be hungry to a 
sharp desire for film entertainment 
when houses reopen in September. 

As discussed, the plan is to be 
prepared and submitted with a view 
to seeing it blossom into fruition 
by the summer of '33. 

Plan is aimed to include every 
type of operation for, with distri- 
bution down at the beginning of the 
summer, films will be unavailable 
even to indies, who will thus fall 
in line on the vacation idea for 
exhibitors. 


Cohen East ian Weeks 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Emanuel Cohen leaves here Sept. 
24 for New York, to spend the Jew- 
ish holidays with his father, 

Expects to be gone two weeks, 
according to a studio announcement, 
with Sam Katz taking over his du- 
ties at Paramount during his ab- 
sence. Katz expects to go east upon 
Cohen’s return. 


SE + 





RKO Only East of Mississippi 
In Newly Launched Theatre Pian; 
Selanick Contract Is Unsettled 








wend — - 
SPOOR- BERGGEN APART 
Experimental Lab. in Chicago 
Locked Up 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Spoor-Berggen third dimension 
film has been in abeyance for the 
past six months. Laboratory ex- 
periments to lessen the cost of the 
equipment were in progress for over 
a year after the State-Lake trial in 
1931, which resulted in RKO drop- 
ping the innovation. 

P. J. Berggen, Swedish inventor, 
is now working on entirely different 
projects in Bath, Me. 


BLUMEY’S RECR. 
SUIT WOULDN'T 
AFFECT PAR 








Pending the legal disposition of 
his suit against Paramount and 
Film Productions, Inc., Par subsid., 
A C. Blumenthal, owner of $25,000 
in Par bonds, has asked the N. Y. 
Supreme Court to appoint a re- 
ceiver for Film Productions, Inc., 
and an order to restrain Par from 
making payments to several New 
York banks on a $9,600,000 loan re- 
ceived by Par through Film Produc- 
tions, Inc. 

Justice Irwin Untermyer signed 
an order Thursday (15) for Para- 
mount to show cause why such a 
receiver for Film Productions, Inc., 
and such an injunction to restrain 
the loan payments, should not be 
made. The order is returnable Sept. 
21. Blumenthal is being represented 
in his action by attorney Nathan 
Burkan. Lonis D. Frohlich, of the 
latter’s office, is handling the case. 

No Effect on Par 

The receivership if granted would 
not affect Paramount itself. In es- 
sence it would amount to a trustee- 
ship for Film Productions, Inc., by 
the court, sequestering all income to 
be received by Film Productions, 
Inc., for payment on the loan, until 
the Blumenthal suit is finally de- 
termined by the court. 

Blumenthal’s suit is aimed to de- 
termine the legality of Par in the 
latter’s creation of Film Produc- 
tions, Inc., and in Par’s assignment 
of a number of negatives to Film 
Productions, Inc., as collateral for 
the $9,600,000 loan. 

According to the Blumenthal suit, 
26 negatives were so assigned to 
Film Productions, Inc., by Para- 
mount. Blumenthal maintains that 
such assignment violated a condi- 
tion of the guaranty under which 
Par-Publix bonds were issued, in 
that such bonds are stipulated to be 
a prior lien over everything. As- 
signment of negatives and income 
thereof to Film Productions, Inc., 
acecrding to the Blumenthal com- 
plaint, makes the bonds a secondary 
lien. 


KENT OK’S FOX STUDIO; 


A plan by which RKO will 
eventually only operate theatres 
east of the Mississippi is reported 


to have come out of last week's di- 
Steps to this end 
and con- 
cern the giving up of the Orpheum 
and its six theatres, and 
to jettison 
houses through 


rectors meeting. 


have already commenced 


Realy Co., 


also Orpheum circuit 


deals. 

Other matters before the board 
are said to have been the sanc- 
tion of staff deletions, instead of 
another general 10% salary cut, and 
the matter of Dave Selznick’s con- 
tract as production head at the 
Radio studios on the Coast. 

On the theatre end report is that 


decision regarding the future dis- 
position of Orpheum, Inc., remaing 
in abeyance under provision. Stipe 
ulation is that H. B. Franklin, ag 
theatre operator, has until Jan. 1 to 
work out the Orpheum problem as 
to relieve himself of these houses 
via deals. On that date the RKO 
board will again review the situa- 
tion and then come to a decision, 
Franklin’s immediate answer to 
this verdict is to designate Nate 
Blumberg, New York divisional 
head, to take over active charge 
of the Orpheum houses though re- 
taining headquarters in New York. 
Circuit consists of 36 houses of 
which Blumberg will operate 28, 
until the first of the year, with 
Cliff Work, on the Coast, handling 
Orpheum’s Pacific eight. Blumberg 
is expected to depart for Chicago 
late this week. 


Selznick’s Proposition 


As to the Selznick situation {ft 
is understood that the producer, 
whose initial six months’ agreement 
expires next month, desired a new 
one year contract with a raise in 
salary and a percentage arrange- 
ment on any profits accruing from 
Radio pictures. The main purpose 
of B. B. Kahane’s trip east is be- 
lieved to have been to present also 
recent cost sheets to the directors 
and the Selznick proposition. it 
is known that Kahane, president 
of Radio Pictures, favors the reten- 
tion of Selznick as in charge of 
the studio. 

Report ig that the board coun- 
tered with a proposal to Selznick 
that he continue as at present until 
December at which time definite 
action is promised. It is further 
authoritatively said that H. B. 
Franklin was suggested to sit un 
the Radio (picture) board. Frank- 
lin is president of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, theatre operating sub- 
sidiary of RKO, KAO, Radio Pic- 
tures and Pathe News also held 
board meetings the samc dav. 

In respect to condensing its the- 
atre operating territory, belief is 
that RKO is’ considering plans 
whereby it can turn over its Pa- 
cific houses to Fox West Coast as 
far east as Salt Lake City, make 
a combination deal fer St. Louis 
and Kansas City, an arrangement 
with Publix for all Iowa, Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul, with J. J. Ru- 
bens for the Great States small 
towns in Illinois, and an agreement 





EDMUND GRAINGER OUT 


with either Balaban & Katz, War- 
ners, or Skouras for Chicago, Mil- 
waukee and Fort Wayne. 

It is said that over a period of 


the past three weeks KAO, with 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. | a1 rents on, has shown a profit and 
Sidney R. Kent expresses himself | quring the past six months a loss 
as content with studio conditions at | or around $300,000. For the same 
the Fox studio and will head back | six months period Radio Pictures 
to New York about Oct. 1. He will | jis supposed to have shown a profit 
go to London after a brief stay at|of $800,000. RKO. on these two 
the home office and expects to be | companies, would then show a bal- 
back here before Xmax holidays ance sheet of $500,000 until Orph- 
Likely that he will settle the con- m circuit losses are ipplied 
tract of Edmund Grainger as 4S-!aeainst that total 
sociate producer for Fox before hi Further details as to the disposl- 
return. Grainger is now on m of the Orpheum Realty Co, 
tion with full pay He is the i its affiliated theatres, appear in 
of James R. Grainger, l'ox v-.p or story on page 7 of this 
charge of sales. d>SuU 
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Chicago Circuits Say ‘Nice Little 
Films Becoming Too Numerous; 


OK for Nabes But Tough on Loop 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 


Jeneral consensus of opinion 


among local theatre circuit men is 
that the impending crop of pictures 
lacks wham. 

Executives who have been pre- 
viewing product for the past three 
weeks declare that they have 3een 
few bad pictures, a great many 
‘nice little’ pictures, but not much 
socko product. 

As a result of this conviction, 


which appears to be shared by all 
local theatre men, there will be an 
increasing emphasis upon added 
stage attractions in the loop if the 
prognostications are borne out in 
the next two months. 

Showmen point out that there are 
favorable omens in that outstand- 
ing pictures are doing outstanding 
business, but claim there may not 
be a half dozen surefire pictures 
from all the companies in sight at 
present. To date the new season 
has produced two strong films so 
far as Chicago is concerned. They 
are ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and 
‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio). Marx 
film is staying four weeks at Mc- 
Vicker's, while ‘Paradise’ is click- 
ing to $30,000, sensational, at the 
Palace. 

Those Budgets 


Local showmen believe they are 
now getting the full effect of the 
curtailed production budgets in 
Hollywood. This has, they feel, 
brought out a series cf pleasant, 
agreeable, mildly diverting pictures 
that satisfy but leave no memory 
or word-of-mouth behind. 

It is still too soon to get the full 
reaction to the fall product or to 
see if grosses corroborate the local 
showmen’s fears. The neighbor- 
hoods and subsequent runs won't 
feel it until later. 

Frank skepticism of the circuits’ 
ability to keep double features from 
returning later in the season, with- 
out the aid of stronger pictures or 
vaudeville, is being expressed here. 
Duals are slated for oblivion Oct. 2. 
Other showmen, however, point out 
that the ‘nice little’ picture is gen- 
erally accepted in the family sec- 
tors without squawks, but the de- 
luxes and larger ‘B’ houses feel 
moderate screen material at the till 
immed ‘ately. 


RCA’s New Sound Head 
For Higher Frequency 


In the race for higher frequencies 
in sound reproduction, RCA Photo- 
phone within a month will announce 
a new sound on film method. It 
claims 3,000 degrees more than the 
disc method experimented with by 
Western Electric. 

Photophone invention, the work of 
the Camden laboratory, requires the 
purchase by exhibitors of a new 
sound head considerably smaller 
than in current use. The Photo- 
phone head is no more expensive 
than the present equipment, execu- 
tives declare, 

Mass production of the device was 
started by Photophone this week. 











L. A. to N. Y. 


Nick Grinde. 
Joe Simmons. 
Lucy Beaumont. 
Maurice Ostrer. 
William Gell. 
Arthur Lee, 
Mary Doran. 
Paulette Goddar 
Benny Rubin. 
Sam Fischer. 
Samuel Ornitz. 
Paul MeCullough. 
Bobby Clark. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


James Whale. 
Harry Lachman. 
Irene Biller. 
Rufus LeMaire. 
Virginia Smith. 
Charles Skoura: 
Frank Newman. 
Joe Moskowitz. 
Arch Bowles. 
Al Hanson. 
Mike Rosenberg. 





Kelly’s Shorts’ 0. 0. 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Jack Kelly in Radio’s short sub- 
ject booking department in New 
York is here looking over all short 
subject production available, 
Remains one week. 


ALA. BELIEVED SLATED 
FOR BLUE LAW REPEAL 


Birmingham, Sept. 19. 
Two bills are now pending in the 
legislature which will pave the way 
for Sunday shows in Birmingham 
and Alabama as a whole. Repre- 
sentative Godwyn, of Montgomery, 
has drawn up a bill which if passed 
would repeal blue laws and author- 
ize Sunday shows in Alabama, re- 
Bgardless of municipal laws. 
Sunday pictures are operated in 
a number of Alabama towns, in- 
cluding Montgomery and Mobile, 
and the Godwyn bill would merely 
prohibit the enforcement of ancient 
blue laws which can be invoked at 
any time and close the theatres. 
In Birmingham a city ordinance 
prohibits the showing of pictures on 
Sunday, but if the Godwyn Dill 
passes the ordinance would be au- 
tomatically suspended. 
The first bill to be introduced in 
the special session of the Solons 
was by Rep. Manasco, and it is be- 
lieved that when the bills are 
brought to a vote one or both of 
them will be passed. 














Wanger’s Suit Due 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
With Walter Wanger’s breach of 
contract suit against Paramount 
probably going to trial Oct. 3, the 
Columbia exec plans to leave for 
the east Sept. 21 or in the course of 
this week. 
Wanger has been ordered to sub- 
mit to examination before trial. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Bubject to Change) 





Week Sept. 23 





Paramount — ‘Blonde Venus’. 
(Par). 

Capitol—‘Grand Hotel’ (Me- 
tro) (2d week). 

Strand—‘Life Begins’ (WB) 
(2d week). 

Mayfair—‘Hell’s Highway’. 
(F-adio). 

Rivoli—‘Robinson Crusoe’ 


(UA) (21). 
Winter Garden—‘Tiger Shark’ 


(WB) (22). 
Rialto—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
(2d week). 
Roxy— Successful Calamity’ 
(Fox) (22). 





Week Sept. 30 
Paramount — ‘Blonde Venus’. 


(2d week). 

Capitol — ‘Downstairs’ (Me- 
tro) (29). 

Strand—‘Cabin in the Cotton’ 
(WB). 

Mayfair—'Bill of Divorce- 


ment’ (Radio). 
Rivoli—‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
(UA) (2d week). 
Winter Garden—‘Tiger Shark’ 
(WB) (2d week). 





Rialto—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
(3d week). 
$2 Pictures 
‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) 


(Astor) (4th week). 

‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Os- 
wald) (German) (Criterion) 
(21). 





Foreign Films 
‘Cruiser Emden’ (Emelka) 
(German) (Hindenburg) (3d 
week). 
‘Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag’ 
(Ufa) (German) (Little Car- 
negie) (3d week), 


Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the 


reawlat 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Mrs. Wally Reid on Air 
Mrs. Wallace Reid will be on the 
air Sept. 24, over KTM, in an orig- 
inal radio drama, “The Red Dawn,’ 
by Edward Lynn. 





Whale on $500,000 Film 
James Whale is back from New 
York to start work on ‘The Road 
Back,’ which Universal estimates 
will cost $500,000. 


Glasmon-Brackett Team 
Kubec Glasmon, who bought off 
his Warner contract, has been 
paired with Charles Brackett at 
Radio to do an original for Con- 
stance Bennett. 








Marx With Goldstone 
Bert Marx has arrived to head 
the story and writers’ department 
for Nat Goldstone, 





Sidney Fox Shifts Agency 
Sidney Fox has settled her con- 
tract with the Lyons & Lyons 
agency for $1,600, and becomes a 
client of the Schulberg-Feldman of- 
fice. Deal was put through before 
her departure for Paris. 





Seeks Prison Atmosphere 
Max Trell has gone to Folsom 
prison to get atmosphere for Uni- 
versal’s ‘Out on Parole,’ which will 
pan existing parole systems. 


Comedy Pair Set 
Shaw and Lee have been spotted 














‘Great Jasper’ for Dix 


Radio has purchased Fulton 
Oursler’s ‘The Great Jasper’ for 
Richard Dix. It will be the star’s 
next picture. 

Book has been around practically 
all the studios and was previously 
turned down by Radio. Oursler is 
now on the Radio lot in Hollywood 
as a writer on a three months’ leave 
of absence. Oursler is also still 
reading stories and doing other edi- 
torial work for ‘Liberty’ and the 
other Macfadden publications. 

He is working at home, which is 
a concession, as the rest of the 
Radio writers do their concocting in 
studio offices. 








Publix Hints at Decentralization; — 
Proposal May Send Div. Mgrs. to Field 





Theatre plan said to have been 
presented last week to Paramount- 
Publix board of directors by 
Leo Spitz, and reported approved 
at the brief session, is one that 
can almost class as a decentraliza- 
tion move by Publix. Additional 
partnerships may be made and the- 
atres turned back to former part- 
ners and managers on a full au- 
thority basis. 

Should the plan go through it will 
send all Publix division directors 
back into the field and possibly re- 
turn John Balaban to Chicago to 
take over theatres in that city and 
Detroit for Balaban & Katz. 
Already involved in a maze of 
partnerships, with partner interests 
ranging up to 50%, the largest group 
of wholly-owned Publix houses that 
may be involved in a new setup is 
the Saenger chain. Other groups 
which may be turned into partner- 
ships would be much smaller setups 
in sections of the country that are 
remote from the h.o. 


In no case so far where steps 
will likely be taken toward local 
operating setups, has Publix dis- 
cussed the question of partners. B. 
V. Richards has been mentioned as 
the possible operator-partner for 
the Saenger circuit, but the Publix 
home office vigorously denies this, 

At present, the Publix partner- 
ships, giving operating control to 
the other side, number a dozen, em- 
bracing slightly over 300 houses. 
This is one-fourth of the number of 
theatres in the complex Publix 
chain, balance (900) being wholly 
operated by Publix whether con- 
trolled 100% or not. 

There are many partnerships in 


Publix which Publix itself operates, 
such as the Comerford chain, Mike 
Shea of Buffalo, Netoco in New 


lix theatres was 1,560. Since then 
the company has brought the list 
which it controls in whole or part 
down to around 1,200. 


Div. Setups 


Home office div. directors are 
Milton Feld, Dave Chatkin, Martin 
J. Mullin and R. J. O’Donnell. Lat- 
ter’s territory already cut through 
the W. E. Paschall partnership in 
Texas and the Kincey-Wilby addi- 
tions, around 65 theatres, would be- 
come further reduced by removing 
the Saenger group from active Pub- 
lix operation. 

Chatkin would probably shift to 
Boston and Mullin to Minneapolis 
under any breakup of the divisional 
director scheme. Whether Feld 
would continue over Greater New 
York houses or switch to Chicago 
is a question. John Balaban, from 
some accounts, might return to Chi- 
cago to direct B&K there himself, 
but no confirmation so far on defi- 
nitely planned moves in that direc- 
tion. 

One reported plan is giving J. J. 
Rubens operating control of Indiana 
and Illinois over the Great States 
setup which is controlled by B. & K. 
Rubens has been division manager 
of this group under home office su- 
pervision of Harry Katz, brother of 
Sam, who recently became an op- 
erating assistant to John Balaban, 
but still maintains supervision over 
Indiana and Illinois, 


Rubin and Publix 


Eddie Rubin, son of the late I. H. 
Rubin of the former Finkelstein- 
Rubin circuit, is in New York ne- 
gotiating with Publix. 

Rubin’s reported purpose is to 
take over some of the Publix houses 
in the northwest. He currently is 








England and others. 





At one time official count of Pub- 


operating the Pantages, straight 
pictures, in Minneapolis. 


in Universal’s ‘Birthday Blues,’ a 
Warren Doane short. 





Cowboys Sue 
Seven cowboys, led by Brit All- 
britton, have filed a wage claim for 
$138.75 with the State Labor com- 
mission against Henry Goldstone, 





Eastbound 

Joe Simmons, head of Tower Pic- 
tures, is eastbound with a print of 
‘Red Haired Alibi,’ produced by 
Premier Pictures. Nick Grinde left 
yesterday (18) for New York on 
a vacation. He last megged ‘Van- 
ity Street’ for Columbia, 





‘Rasputin’ at Biltmore 
Foreign made film, ‘Rasputin,’ 
opened at the Biltmore theatre 
Saturday (17) as a dubbed English 
version. Booking was made through 
U. B. O. in New York. Film of 
same name now in production at 
Metro. 


KBS Buys ‘Kiss’ 
KBS has bought “The Death Kiss’ 
from Gordon Kahn. Barry Bar- 
ringer is adapting. 





Brings Alaskan Film 
Herbert Brownell, who made 
‘Camera Adventures,’ is back from 
Alaska with 10,000 feet of film tak- 
en there. 





Binyon- Mankiewicz 
Claude Binyon and Joe Mankie- 
wicz have been made a writing 
team by Paramount. Pair’s start- 
off is to adapt and dialog ‘Interna- 
tional House,’ original by Neil 
Brant and L. BE. Heifitz. 


‘State Fair’ Delayed 
Fox will hold up ‘State Fair’ three 
weeks until Will Rogers and Janet 
Gaynor finish current pictures. 








Colleen Moore Out 
Colleen Moore is out of 
at Metro, 
production. 


‘Flesh’ 
shift delaying start on 





‘Wild Horse’ Rewrite 
Paramount has decided on more 
western action in ‘Wild Horse 
Mesa,’ and has ditched the finished 
script for a rewrite by Frank 
Clarke, 





Gene Sarazen’s Bid 
Gene Sarazen is here offering to 
do a series of shorts for $50,000, 
with the number of subjects not 
specified. 


Coast ‘Journey’s End’ 
Coast company of ‘Journey’s End,’ 
organized by Attorney M. J. Her- 
bert, and with George Pembroke in 
the lead, opens Sept. 30 at the Civic 
Auditorium, Los Angeles. 





Radio Holds Ratoff 
Gregory Ratoff is staying at Radio 
on a free-lance basis, his next being 
‘Sweepings.’ 





Wright Promoted 
Mack V. Wright slides up from 
assistant to director on ‘Haunted 
Gold,’ a Schlesinger-Rogell western 
for Warners. Sheila Terry has the 
top femme spot. 





‘Glory’ Team Again 
‘What Price Glory’ trio—Edmund 
Lowe, Victor McLaglen and Dolores 
del Rio—will be teamed again by 
Fox in ‘Hell to Pay,’ night club 
story. 





Walker at U 
H. M. Walker, last at Roach, fs at 
Universal writing an untitled war 
comedy for Andy Devine and Vince 
Barnett, 





‘Cavalcade’ Imports 
Three English players imported 
by Fox for ‘Cavalcade’ arrive in 
New York today (19). They ara 
Una O’Connor, Merle Tottenham 
and Irene Browne. Frank Lawton 
and Ursula Jeans coming later, 





Pete Smith Doubling 
Pete Smith, Metro studio’s advers 
tising head, will again dialog now= 
elty shorts in connection with hig 
other duties. 





Fleming on Revival 
Revival of ‘White Sister’ will be 
directed at Metro by Victor Flemea 
ing with Helen Hayes starred, 





Cukor on Loan 
Radio has loaned George Cukor 
f° Paramount for a week to meg @ 
cene of ‘If I Had a Million Dollars.’ 





Corrigan Quitting 
Finishing eight years at Para= 
mount, Lloyd Corrigan leaves after 
directing ‘Book Worm Turns.’ 





Metro’s New Buy 
‘Girl Delinquent—Age Sixteen,’ 
Harpers’ magazine story by A. Dele 
ford Pitney, has been bought by 
Metro. 





Next for Powell-Francis 
William Powell and Kay Francis 
will, go into “The Adventuress,’ 
original by Alice D. G. Miller, for 
Warners. 





Foster in ‘Prison’ 

Preston Foster, Warner contract 
player, gets his first lead in ‘Women 
in Prison,’ opposite Barbara Stan- 
wyck. 





Suit Against Maritza 
A $1,990 damage suit has been 
filed in Municipal Court against 
Sari Maritza by Helen Lee Barrie, 
charging the actress with destruc- 
tion of furniture in a subleased 
apartment, 





Opera UA with ‘Venus’ 
United Artists theatre will reopen 
Oct. 6 instead of Sept. 22, as first 
planned, with ‘Blonde Venus’ going 
in for an indef run. 





Switching Meggers 
Ben Stoloff replaces Ralph Mur~ 
ray, who goes on ‘Girl Without a 
Room,’ in megging ‘Metropolitan 
Garage.’ Harry Joe Brown pilots 
‘Million-Dollar Scandal,’ Charles 
Rogers prod. 





Seitz on Jones’ Films 
George B. Seitz goes in as super 
visor on the balance of the Buck 
Jones westerns at Columbia, with 
Ben Pivar transferring to the ac-« 
tion series. ‘Reckless Romance’ is 
Jones’ next. 





‘Rasputin’ Finishing 
‘Rasputin’ will be in the cans 
within a week if Metro’s present 
plans carry through. Ethel Barry- 
more then leaves for New York to 
do a play for Arthur Hopkins, 





Story But No Release 
Although he has no releasing ar 
rangement, Larry Darmour has 
bought ‘The House of Chance,’ by 
G. Wentworth James, 





Berkeley’s Dances 
Dances for Warners’ ‘42nd Street’ 
are being staged by Busby Berke-« 
ley. Al Dubin and Harry Warren 
are writing the music; Mervin Lee 
Roy directing. 





Axe Falls on Cops 
Four wardrobe workers and five 
policemen, stationed on sets, are 
ousted by Sam Jaffe in an economy 
move at Radio. 





Janis’ Spouse an Extra 
Gilbert Wilson, husband of Elsie 
Janis, is working as an extra in 
‘Evenings For Sale’ mob scenes at 
Par 





Helen Chadwick Returns 
Helen Chadwick is planning a 
comeback after five years, in Par’s 
‘Golden Widow,’ directed by Ernst 
Lubitsch. 





Cruze at Par for One 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
After getting a look at Columbia's 
Washington ‘Merry - Go - Round,’ 
Paramount — signed its director, 
James Cruze, on a one picture cone 
tract. 
Cruze’s last Par film was ‘City 





Gone Wild,’ released five years ago. 


a 


























Ah nt Seine bia bat 














Tuesday, September 20, 1932 








RKO’s Abandoning 


of Orph Realty 


Co.. May Be Forerunner to the 


Scrapping of 


Abandonment of one of its oper- 
ating subsidiaries, Orpheuni Realty 
Co., has been okayed by the RKO 
directorial board. Board held a reg- 
ular session last week (14) at RCA 
headquarters as the first fall meet- 
ing. 

Dropping of Orpheum Realty Co., 
original nucleus of Orpheum, Inc., 
will save RKO an estimated $200,000 
in yearly rentals alone and an addi- 
tional $125,000 in operating over- 
head costs. Theatres of ORC are the 
Orpheum, L. A.; Seventh Street, 
Minneapolis; President, St. Paul; 
Orpheum, K. C.; Grand, St. Louis, 
and the Orpheum, New Orleans. 

By approval of such abandonment 
the RKO board signified approval of 
the newly evolved economy plan 
submitted by the RKO theatre end 
for a saving of $1,000,000 in operat- 
ing costs by Oct. 1. The desertion 
of these six spots is the second step 
in the plan. First was elimination 
of some home office and field per- 
sonnel whereby the circuit saves 
around $75,000 yearly. 

Elson’s Houses 


The St. Paul and Minneapolis 
houses to be dropped are those be- 
ing operated by Bill Elson as grinds. 
Elson reopened these houses for 
RKO after they became a total loss 
to the circuit and were being kept 
dark. In the few weeks he has been 
operating. Elson saved RKO two- 
thirds of the hitherto losses en- 
countered. 

Elson was also to take over the 
Grand, St. Louis, but this was 
kayoed by Elson himself, prior to the 
board meeting, owing to union de- 
mands. He will, however, assume 
the R.KO Temple in Detroit. 

None of these ORC spots are owned 
by RKO. They are leased from Or- 
pheum Realty, in which important 
stockholders include Morris Meyer- 
feld, jr.. Martin Beck, Marcus Hei- 
man, Mort Singer, Herman Fehr, 
Tate and Cella of St. Louis and S. 
Laz. Lansburgh and Louis C. Brown 
of Frisco. 

Significance to the present aban- 
donment appears to be as confirma- 
tion to the recurrent report that 
RKO may eventually pry itself 
clear of Orpheum, Inc., if it can. 
Orpheum is reported around $1,400,- 
000 in the red so far this year, but 
interlocking subsids, film product 
deals, etc., may prevent a complete 
RKO iobreakaway. Within past 
months there have been recurrent 
reports, although denied, that the 
financial men back of RKO have 
favored a receivership for Orpheum, 
Inc., but this, it is believed, cannot 
be done for the same reasons which 
may prevent the~RKO severance. 

Currently RKO is reported to 
have a pooling deal with Pub- 
lix for South Bend, Ind., where 
RKO will turn over its spot in that 
town to Publix-Great States, with 
another deal pending for Springfield, 
Ill. 


Oakiand-Spokane to F-WC 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

RKO western circuit is unloading 
three of its Coast houses. Oakland 
and Spokane are to be turned over 
to Fox West Coast for operation, 
effective Sept. 16, and the local Or- 
pheum turned back to its owners, 
E. H. Smathers estate, Sept. 30. 
Latter is one of the Orpheum Realty 
Co. group. 

IF WC has already assumed opera- 
tion of the Orpheum, Tacoma, in 
addition to its own two houses there, 
and reports are current that RKO 
may also turn back the Orpheums 
in Frisco and Portland. Both these 
houses were taken over from Alex- 


ander Pantages, along with San 
Diego and Salt Lake City, three 
years ago. San Diego was sub- 


leased to FWC two years ago. 

RKO is not entirely out of Ta- 
coma, as it has an interest there in 
the Broadway, which is being oper- 
ated by FWC. House, now dark, is 
soon to reopen. 

With the dropping of the local 
Orpheum the only RKO house Tere 
will be the Hillstreet, which reopens 
Sept. 30 with the Orpheum policy 
of straight pictures. 


BORROWING CHANEY 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Paramount is trying to borrow 
Creighton Chaney from RKO for 
‘King of the Jungle.’ 


Entire Orph Circuit 





TWB, Cagney Agree to 


Academy Arbitration 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


Both sides in the James Cagney- 
Warner Brothers dispute have 
agreed to allow the Academy to 
arbitrate their differences. Acad- 
emy’s committee on _ arbitration 
will hear the evidence Wedresday 
night (21). 

Cagney and the studio are per- 
mitting the Academy’s effort at 
conciliation only on the question 
whether Cagney’s contract expired 
Thursday (15), as contended by the 
actor, or is still in effect, as 
claimed by studio. 

By provisions of the producers’ 
agreement, Cagney cannot negotiaie 
for employment at other studios 
until this issue is settled. 


Gillette Case Is 
Recalled in Suit 
Over ‘Am. Tragedy’ 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 19. 
After a lapse of 26 years, one of 
America’s most tragic and public- 
ized murder trials, in which Chester 











Gillette, member of a _ prominent 
Cortland, N. Y., family, was con- 
victed of slaying Grace Brown, his 
betrayed sweetheart, will be again 
detailed in a court room in a $150,- 
000 suit which Mrs. Minerva Brown 
of Smyrna, mother of the girl, has 
filed against the Paramount Publix 
Corp. 

Mrs. Brown attacks ‘An American 
Tragedy,’ filmed by Par from Theo- 
dore Dreiser’s novel, as making her 
an object of contempt and ridicule 
by allusions and innuendoes that 
she is ‘poor white trash’ and an un- 
kempt, illiterate, untidy product of 
the hills. 

The papers in the litigation, be- 
gun last week through Searl & Mc- 
Elroy, local law firm, add another 
chapter to the volumes in the re- 
ports, records and history of the 
celebrated case arising from the 
death of the Cortland skirt factory 
worker at Big Moose Lake in the 
Adirondacks, July 11, 1906. 

The complaint charges specific in- 
tent on the part of the producers of 
the picture to convey to the public 
mind that ‘An American Tragedy’ 
represented the lives of Grace 
Brown and her family and were so 
accepted by the public. 

Particular grounds are cited in 
the complaint, having to do with 
exhibition of the film in November, 
1931, at the Fox Colonial theatre, 
Norwich, near Smyrna, the display 
in the theatre lobby of Norwich 
newspaper files recounting the Gil- 
lette case, and the publication of 
advertising and news notices in 
Norwich linking the film with the 


case. Exhibitions at Hamilton and 
elsewhere near Smyrna are also 
cited. 


The case is the second within a 
year advanced by Syracuse counsel 
charging libel by film production. 
In the first case, a conviction of 
criminal libel was found against 
Perry Spencer, former manager of 
Warners’ Strand, as a result of the 
local presentation of ‘The Mouth- 
piece.’ Ruth Fallon, of Syracuse, 
charged that the attorney in ‘The 
Mouthpiece’ was a libel upon the 
memory of her father, William J. 
Fallon, late criminal lawyer of New 
York City. 





Federal Investigator in 
L. A. on IMPTO Charges 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Jack Kneen, agent with the 
Bureau of Investigation of the De- 
partment of Justice, arrived from 
Washington today (Monday) to in- 
vestigate the charges preferred with 
the attorney-general in the Capitol 
by Major Frank L. Hutton, attor- 
ney for the Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners, charging vio- 
lation of the 1929 consent agreement 
signed by Fox West Coast and 

|; major distributing organizations. 
| The indie exhibs locally have been 

| awaiting action for no little time, 
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2 $10 Premieres 


The world premiere of WB's ‘Sil- 

ver Dollar’ will be held in Denver | 

| 
at $10 a head, probably at the Ta- 
bor Grand Opera House, named 
after the late ‘Silver Dollar’ Tabor 
who took millions out of a mine 
in Colorado, but died broke. Pre- 
miere proposes to provide some 
benefit for Tabor’s widow, now liv- | 
ing in Denver. | 

Picture will not be ready for a 
month or more, date of Denver 
showing indef. 

‘Bill of Divorcement’ (Radio) will 
have a $10 premiere at the Mayfair 
on Broadway Sept. 30, under plans, 
through a tie-up with Mrs. William 
Randolph Hearst’s Milk Fund. 


Publix- Dubinsky — 
Dissolution; Par 
Drops Revrship. 


Under a dissolution of the Publix- 
Dubinsky partnership in over 22 
theatres in Kansas and Missouri, 
Publix reassumes operation of five 
and the Dubinsky Bros, take back 
the houses they previously con- 
trolled as well as three in St. Joseph 
which, prior to the P-D tieup, had 
been in a Publix-Cooper partner- 
ship. 

Dissolution of the Publix-Dubin- 
sky relations carries with it term- 
ination of the receivership proceed- 


ings which had been instituted by 
P-P. Agreement to separate also 
involves a contract from the Dubin- 
skys for the Paramount pictures in 
the theatres of the brothers, now 
being worked out. 

Ed Dubinsky was in New York 
last week on the K. C. situation, 
returning Saturday night after hav- 
ing reached the settlement. Mean- 
while Milton Feld, divisional direc- 
tor formerly in charge of K. C. for 
Publix, arrived there Sunday (18), 
and, along with Louis Finske, in 
charge of the Colorado division, took 
over control of houses going back 
to Publix. 

They are Newman and Royal, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Paramount, Kan- 
sas City, Kan.; Paramormnt, Joplin, 
Mo., and Paramount Springfield, 
Mo. Feld had planned going 
through to L. A. but due to the 
Dubinsky developments, will prob- 
ably defer the L. A. visit until later. 

P-D_ partnership was formed 
about a year ago. After several 
attempts to iron out difficulties be- 
tween Publix and the Dubinskys 
over operation, P-P brought the re- 
ceivership proceeding. 
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Gradual Process of Squeezing Out 


Weak Trailers Goes on in Dull Day: 


Averages Penetrate Low on Move 














Musical Sound Track, 
Recorded in East for 
Use by Majors, Is Plan 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Paul H. Bornstein, of Irving Ber- 
lin, Inc., and Gustave Schirmer, the 
G. Schirmer, Inc., exec, are here to 
complete a deal for the formation of 
a new background music library, to 
sell musical sound track to all ma- 


75% of ull music publishers. Deal 
is a triangle affair between the pubs, 
RCA, and Phil Goldstone, whereby 
the scores are to be made by the 
new RCA high fidelity recording 
system, with Goldstone in charge of 
the selling end. 

Plan is to record music in the 
east, using the best name bands and 
symphony orchestras, and send the 
tracks here for sale to the majors, 
who would then dub the music onto 
their own product. Use of RCA sound 


Electric recorders since WE does not 
object tos redoubling RCA sound- 
track on WE equipment, but will 
not allow WE tracks to be recorded 
by RCA. 

Deal, still in process of formation, 
is up for closing Tuesday (20), 
Bornstein and Schirmer expect to 
head east a few days later. 





Leo Morrison Flying In 
Leo Morrison plans taking off 
from Los Angeles late this week for 
New York, Making trip by plane 
again, 
It’s a regular excursion for the 
agent, 





U, Col and Radio 


Radio City on ‘Open Terms’ Basis 


+ 
v 


Product for 








Under what ia described as the 
most unusual product deal ever 
made, Radio City’s picture theatre 


has first call on the films of three 
companies, or a total of 80 features. 
This represents the pooled product 
of Universal, Columbia and Radio. 

The deal is the first ever made 
without terms being established in 
advance, The companies have 
agreed to set the price after Radiv 
City’s overhead and a fair determi- 
nation of its box office gross have 
been established. There is the pos- 
sibility that six, and certainly three, 
months will elapse before the com- 
panies can expect to get any re- 
turn on the cream of their product, 
which will also have its first run} 
on Broadway sacrificed under the} 
agreement. 





Elastic Deal 

While executives In the pool say | 
that the unusual agreement is more 
a gesture toward aiding a theatre 
which may possibly be an asset 
later on to show business, it is also 
admitted that RKO used the velvet 
hammer of its  circutt buying 
strength to effect it, 

Executives for one of the com- | 
panies stated in this respect that | 
were it not for their heavy booking 


| his secret wife, Mary Davis Harri- | 


| ret 


relations with the circuit, their 
company would not have entered 
the Radio City feeding arrange- 
ment, 

Bookings were effected directly 
through regular Radio booking 
channels and negotiated by Phil 
Reisman. 


Colby Harriman Sued for 
Divorce by Secret Wife 


Washington, Sept. 19, 


Colby Harriman, tormer manag- | 
ing director of Loew theatres here, | 
is being sued for absolute divorce | 


in the District Supreme Court by | 








| 
| 


| 
man. Charge is misconduct. 
Harriman’s marriage to Mary Da- 


: 9 7 r | 
vis, 24, took place in Warrenton, 
Va. in 1929 and was never an- 


nounced because, plaintiff says, her} 
husband asked her to keepita BeC- | 
because of his theatrical con- | 
nections. 

Previous to her marriage, Mrs. ! 
Harriman had appeared in an over- | 
ture presentation at one of the Loew | 
theatres. She had only been ap- 
pearing professionally a short time. | 


; t1es 


+> e 
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Yesterday’s Prices By AL GREASON 
toe Slow process continued yesterday 
Net (Mon.) of easing out the remainder 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chee. 
100 Am. Seat.. 2% 2% 2%— 1} ef the belated longs who make a 
300 Col. Pic... 10% 10 10 — % a . s . ene a 
600 Con. F. pf. 6% 6% 6% — % weak element in the market. It was 
2,500 East, Kod. 51% 50% 50% —1% a dull and featureless session, with 
5.000 WOR 6scc.. 3% 8 4—% : * 
4,500 Loew .. 29% 28% 28% + % turnover considerably below 1,500,- 
200 Do f... 76% Tes Feuw+ & é ‘ : 
9.500 Par. P.... 4% 3% Sh—% 000 shares, with a brief flurry on the 
300 Pathe .... % % %+h& down side in the last half hour when 
Be roe toe mevee Sy an ) * a number of pivotal stocks broke 
: . e* ee a) . . ° 
20 Univ. pf.. 36 36 : a8 through their reaction lows. Dow 
te ww. Bi... 8 2% Mm%—% Jones closed at 65.08, compared to 
BONDS last week's low of 65.88. 
$5,000 Gen. Thr... 3': 3% 3%+ % Notable in the number was U. 8S. 
3,000 Keith .... 41 40%2 40% — 2 Steel at 3614, new low on the move- 
15,000 Loew ..... 85's 8&5 85 — ty _ we x6 
4.000 Par-F-L. .. 27. 27 2% <1 ment, and Telephone near a double 
23,000 Par-P .... 25 22% 23 3 bottom at 108 flat. Picture stocks 
2,000 RKO ..... 72! T2te T2% —2% suggested by their ticker perform- 
3,000 W. B.....30 30 30 —% : 
CURB ance that they were approaching 
200 G Th : . - % stability, with Loew listless slightly 
3 yen Fee > + bs - P 
200 Tech. .... 3% 2% 38% + % above its Saturday low, high at 
200 Trans-L .. 2% 2% 2% — % 29%, low and last 28%. 
Prices had been well sustained all 


day under the influence of improve- 
ment in wheat and cotton. Cotton 
was up around $2 a bale and held 
fairly well through to the gong, but 
wheat gave way in the early after- 
noon, finishing the day about a cent 
off. Small volume was spread out 
evenly over the five-hour session. 

Market plainly Is In a waiting at- 
titude. Feeling is that it may drift 
around five points lower in the 
averages before there is a resump- 
tion of activity and a new attempt 
on the upside. 

Next Move Vague 


Not in a long time has the specu- 
lative element in Wall Street been 
so thoroughly at sea as to the prob- 
able next move of prices. Market 
worked into an equivocal position 
during the six sessions of last week. 
First it had moved up to a peak 
approximating price levels of this 
time last year, that is to say around 
80 in the familiar averages. Then a 
reaction set in with a wave of ur- 
gent dumping of stock. Decline was 
checked about midway of last week, 
at 65.88, just short of the level 
where the market would have ree 
traced half the gain from July. 

This point of resistance was in- 
terpreted as a favorable sign by the 
chart readers, experience generally 
indicating that reactions to the half 
way mark may be characterized as 
‘corrective,’ rather than a reversal 
of trend. When the decline was 
checked on Thursday there was a 
minor rebound, but thereafter prices 
drifted back toward Wednesday's 
bottom and the week losed with 
trading relatively dull «nd the in- 
dex at 66.44, dangerously close to 
the bottom, which looked as though 
it might still be in for a new test. 

Point the market commentators 
make is that there still is an open 
question whether the July-August 
boom constituted a ‘political “mar- 
ket’ or a natural trading area based 
on expectation of autumn improve- 
ment in business; in other words 
whether there was on-the-level 
buying or the market was being 
strong-armed up by a controlling 
clique in the interest of the admin- 
istration’s poll of votes. If it is a 
controlled market, its sponsors 
would use the tactics of supporting 
it somewhere around this level for 
the effect that would have upon 

entiment, and then, when the tech- 

nical situation favored, would re- 
sume the advance at until 
Election day. 

That appears to be the view most 
accepted. And it follows that the 
general expectation is that October 
will see another upturn reaching the 
September top and probably exceed- 
ing it. On view that the market is 
under control, the setback was al- 
most inevitable. Prices had dou- 
bled and more in about two months 


least 


and there was still nearly nine 
weeks to go before election, at 
which presumably such a market 


would be aimed. 

It would obviously be a terrific 
feat to keep alive a bull market for 
two more months after it had risen 
100% or more in the previous two 
months. Equally obviously the stra- 
tegic thing to do was to beat a tech- 
nical retreat and, after a rest, re- 
sume the campaign on the basis of a 
new technical position. The reces- 
sion so far has just about reached 
the proportions to be expected from 
a ‘retreat according to plan,’ now it 
remains to be seen whether the set- 


back was a deliberate move, or the 
market broke because it wasn't a 
political market in the first place 
and traders sold stock because they 
were disappointed in real hopes for 
}a fall recovery. 
Worst aspect of the turn of events 
is it affected the amusement securi- 
was the wide open collapse of 


theatre bonds. Eight issues in that 
group declined nearly 70 points in 
the aggregate, with an extreme losg 
of 25 points net in the RKO debene 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Rain’ Not So Strong on $2300 


Ist Wk. in L. A.; 
$20,000 Is 





Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Trade not over heavy this week. 
Sole outstander is the WB Holly- 
wood on the third week of ‘Event,’ 
which looks like $12,000, bigger than 
the second’ stanza. Paramount 
will run nip and tuck, if not a bit 
ahead, of Chinese with ‘Rain’ in sec- 
ond week. Paramount has ‘70,000 
Witnesses’ on screen and Fifi Dor- 
say on stage, and got off toa flying 
start, which should mean around 
$20,000. ‘Rain,’ handicapped by over 
length film, on first week went about 
$5,000 below estimate. Second week 
start only fair, with pic possibly 
running four weeks. 

‘Chandu’ figured as b. o. at Loew’s 
State did not get off to any spec- 
tacular start. ‘Blessed Event’ is 
held for a third week at the Holly- 
wood, which gives the Western a 
second successive chance at first run 


pix with ‘Those We Love.’ ‘Hold 
"Em Jail’ is no panic at the Or- 
pheum, and will probably equal 


what ‘Bird’ got on final week there. 
Estimates for This Week 

Biltmore (1,656; 35-55)—‘Ras- 
putin’ (Capitol). Coming in on 
grind this foreign version of ‘Rasp’ 
off to fair start on indefinite stay. 
May show to around $5,000 on first 
week. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65)— 
‘Rain’ (UA) and stage show (2d 
week). First week of ‘Rain’ not so 
torrid with take being $23,800, of 
which over $15,000 was obtained on 
first three days. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘The Man Called Back’ (World 
Wide) and vaudeville. Off to very 
good start and should corral around 
$8,000. Last week ‘Two Against 
World’ (WB) fairly good at an even 
$8,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB) (3d, final 
week). Being stretched for a third 
week which may show around $8,- 
500. Second week it hit just over 
$11,000. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-55) —‘Hold ’Em 
Jail’ (RKO). This W-W Radio of- 
fering will do a big $9,600. Last 
week ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) 
had no kick coming with $6,600 for 
its second and final week. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595: 35- 
$1.10) —‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and 
stage show. With Fifi Dorsay on 
stage, combination should show 
healthy take of $20,000. Last week, 
second @ef ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 
did $16,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75) 
— ‘Chandu’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Might build as it goes along to 
around $18,600. Last week ‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G-M) for six-day stay 
did exceptionally well with $17,500. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 35-70)— 
‘Those We Love’ (World Wide). 
Liked very much and should beat 
previous week with gross around 
$6,800. Last week ‘Man Called Back’ 
(W-W) did far better than house 
has been accustomed to, $5,900. 


‘OKAY’ $17,000 BLAH, 
‘SHARK’ GOOD IN HUB 


Boston, Sept. 19. 

No srosses in local houses to wire 
main office about. Prospect for cur- 
rent seven days is no better. Olsen 
and Johnson, at Keith’s, with ‘Okay 
America’ will do disappointing $17,- 
500, a drop of over $5,000. 

Keith-Boston, though not expect- 
ing much from ‘Back Street’ and 
Rimac rumba orchestra, looks okay 
with a comparatively fair $12,000. 
Biz just so-so at Met. and Para- 
mount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-83)— 
‘Night of June 13’ (Par) with Harry 
Richmond heading stage show un- 
likely to top last week’s poor show- 
ing of $28,400, with ‘A Successful 
Calamity’ (WB) and vaude led by 
Mitchell and Durante and Trixie 
Friganza. Met expects up-turn Fri- 
day with Dietrich in ‘Blonde Venus’ 
and Will Mahoney on stage. 








_ Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30- 
55-66) “Tiger Shark’ (WB) draw- 
ing a little better than $8,000 has 


been this house’s limit 9 out of 10 


weeks, as it was last week with 
‘Blessed ~ Event’ (WB) and Zane 
Grey’s ‘South Sea Adventures,’ 
‘Shark’ may reach $9,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83)— 
‘The Most Dangerous Game’ and 


Roger Wolfe Kahn orchestra lead- 


Chandu, $18,000: 

Oke for ‘Witnesses 

LOEW'S ‘EXCL’ ‘HOTEL’ 
NICE $9,000, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 19. 

With the showing of its first ‘ex- 
clusive’ film, Loew’s embarked here 
permanently on the new price of 
150c., including tax, instead of 47c. 
!This was done after the Strand set 
leustom with its ‘Greater Entertain- 
ment Season’ introduction of the 
new scale. Brown still sticking to 
40 to encourage fans to leave main 
drag to view their offerings. 

Remains to be seen whether 
Loew’s will make money on the ‘ex- 
clusive’ policy, but it’s certain that 
the Kentucky, principal second-run 
house, has Made money more con- 
sistently than any other theatre in 
city. 











Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Grand 
Hotel’ (previously roadshowed at 
Brown) (M-G). Corking $9,000. 
Last week ‘Divorce in the Family’ 
(M-G), $6,100. 

Rialto (2,800; 25-35-55) (Fourth 
Ave.)—‘Chandw’ Fox, and vaude. 
Fair $8,100. Last week ‘70,000 Wit- 


nesses’ (Par), $6,500. 


Strand (1,786; 25-35-50) 
Ave.) —Back Street’ (U). Fair $6,- 
100. Last week ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par), nice $6,500, 


Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Amer- 
ican Madness’ (Col). Off at $2,700. 
Last week ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
(RKO), good $3,500. 

Alamo (900; 15-25-40) 
Ave.)—‘Night Mayor’ (Col). Good 
$2,200. Last week ‘Big City Blues’ 
(Fox), $1,700. 


THRU’ TAB AS HELP 
TO ‘70,000’ 136, SEATT. 


Seattle, Sept. 19. 

Milder than expected this week 
with weather the same way. On 
Tuesday (20), the musicians meet 
to reconsider offer of Fox West 
Coast in negotiations. Theatre man- 
agment is firm so musicians will be 
out next week unless. 

This week the Fanchon-Marco 
‘Follow Thru’ tab is the big bally 
at the Fifth Ave., but biz nothing 
to rival draw of ‘Desert Song.’ 

Orph ups with ‘Hold ’Em jail’ 
as magnet. Rumors here for stage 
shows later on with F. & M. in- 
volved. 

Jensen-von Herberg seem to be 
launching their expansion, with in- 
vasion of Tacoma, having taken 
over old RKO house on long lease. 
May mean reaching into other 
towns, too. Le Roy Johnson, gen- 
eral manager, doing engineering. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-50- 
65)—'70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and 
stage show, ‘Follow Thru,’ F. & M. 
tab, getting big billing. Pulling oke 
for $13,000, good, although more was 
expected. Last week, ‘Down to 
Zarth’ (Fox) and stage show, okay 
at $12,600, shading off toward the 
end and making Seattle look more 
like a four-day town. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-55)— 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO). Heavy on 
exploitation, looks like $6,000, oke. 
Last week ‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) 
softened toward end of week, get- 
ting $4,300. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55) — 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G) in split week, and 
stage show. Fighting for some kale, 
but it’s slow coming. $3,000. Last 
week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 
moved from Fifth, but failed to hold. 
Pulled after six days. Proves again 
this is not a two-week town; after 
pix, no matter how big, has had a 
week at top money, it is ready to 
sink into the two-bit second-run 
classification. Of course, it gets a 
certain amount of dribbles as ‘hot 
release,’ but not big. Did a poor 
$2,700 for the six days. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25) ‘Unholy Love’ 
(Mascot) and ‘Mounted Fury’ 
(Sono-Art) in double-header. Head- 


(Fourth 


(Fourth 














a 








ed to reach a steady $5,000. Last 
| week ‘Range Law’ (Tif) and ‘Dis- 
|; carded Lover’ (Mascot) gave big 


| bargain and the showgoers bought 

| for a big’ slice, $6,000. 

| Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
090)—‘A Successful Calamity’ (WB). 

| Held over second week, after great 


ing vaude $17,500, poor, ‘Bird of | opener and $3,500, fair. Last week 
Paradise’ (Radio) on screen and/|same film grossed top in many a 
Olsen and Johnson on siage last |moon at $6,000. . 
week, $18,000. | Coliseum (FWC) (1,800: 25-50)— 
RKO (4,000: 25-35-55) ‘Bird of | ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox). extended 
Paradise’ (RKO) and all girl vaude lrun from Fifth, with outlook for 
not doing more than $12,000, off | good $3,500. Last week ‘Devil and 
from $14,500 shown last week with |the Deep’ (Par) for five days, then 
‘Back Street’ (UU) on screen andj sagged, with ‘Red Headed Woman’ 
Zimac rumba orchestra heading | (Rad) set in for two days, grossing 


siage acu 


633,100 for the pair, 


SPOTTY NEW HAVEN 


on ‘Madness’ and ‘Bion- 
d ‘June 138’ $11,000, Good 


New Haven, Sept. 19. 

Roger Sherman, running single 
feature currently, swings back to 
doubles, following ‘Blessed Event’ 
showing next week. College reports 
okay biz on opening week of single 
feature, five acts vaude, split-week 
policy. 

Cut in gcale for deluxers has dent- 
ed grosses somewhat for the nabes. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 40-60) 
—‘Night of June 13’ (Par) and unit. 
Will do $11,000 good. Last week 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col) and Mills 
Bros. $13,100, big. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 

‘American Madness’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie’ (M-G). Fair with $6,500 
indicated. ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 
and ‘Night Club Lady.’ Same figure 
last week. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). 
Drawing typical upper crust Arliss 
audience. Fair around $5,000. Last 
week ‘Bring ’Em Back’ (Radio) nice 
at $5,500. 


BLACKSTONE-‘BIRD’ 
BIG $18,000, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 19. 


Due to some of the best pub- 
licity stunts ever pulled in Denver, 
also because it’s been quite some 
time since any magician has made 
this town, the Orpheum is rolling 
up the best gross in months. Black- 
stone is pulling plenty strong, and 
with ‘Bird of Paradise’ on screen it 
looks like old times at the Orpheum, 
Harry Huffman’s other house is 
doing nicely on ‘Passport to Hell’ 
and seems headed for good gross. 
Publix houses only fair, Denver 
with medium stage show and 
‘Blondie of Follies’ on screen down 
from many previous weeks. Para- 
mount is trying a new scheme for 
‘Life Begins’ but folks don’t like it— 
sort of semi-roadshowing with four 
shows daily, all seats reserved, 
cleaning out house between each 
show. Crowds try to get in before 
picture starts and then ticket sell- 
ers take a nap until the next show. 
‘Post‘ cracked down on the picture 
in its review during the Warner 
trade showing, but salved it over. 
However, between the two it didn’t 
help attendance. 

Stage shows go out of the Denver 
and Orpheum next week due to dif- 
ferences with stagehands. 


Estimates for This Week 
Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-65) 
—‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G) and 
stange show. Just fair, $12,000. Last 
week ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) and 
Mme. Schumann-Heink in person 
did about as expected, around $12,- 
900. Film had no draw and most 
went to hear the opera star. 
Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-65)—Bird of Paradise’ (Ra- 
dio) and RKO vaude. Smashing 
$18,000. Blackstone helped the draw. 
Last week ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) sur- 
prised everybody, and although 

















backed by mediocre vaude, closed 
around $15,000. Personal appearance 
of the Martin Johnsons also aided. 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Life Begins’ (FN). Only $5,000, 
off. Last week ‘Divorce in the Fam- 
ily’ (M-G), $5,200. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40)—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). 
Nice $3,000. Last week ‘Roar of the 
Dragon’ (Radio) had a fine week, 
$3,250. 





THAYER GETS PAR TERMER 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Tiffany ‘Thayer has been given a 
term writing contract by Para- 
mount. 
First assignment will be an origi- 
nal mystery. 


Frisco Now Has 6 Ist Runs; ‘Chandu’ 
$28,000; Venus,’ $14,500; Tiger’ 1016s 





‘HOTEL,’ $21,000, BIG 
NOISE IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, Sept. 19. 
Last week ‘Bird of Paradise’ at 
the RKO house did so much that 


everybody in town felt it. This 
week ‘Grand Hotel’ is at the Pal- 
ace and everybody else in town is 
feeling that one. The Pal will beat 
out the Fox with the latter's stage 
show holding Edmund Lowe in per- 
son with his own picture. Last 
week the situation was the same, 
the only thing keeping the RKO 
house and the ‘Bird’ from beating 
the stage show houses ‘was its ca- 
pacity and its scale while the Pal- 
ace isn’t cramped in that manner. 


Estimates for This Week 


Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 25-35- 
40)—‘Congorilla’ (WB). Will jump 
to about $5,000 and that’s good at 
this scale and the best the house 
has done in months. Last week, 
‘A Man’s Land,’ only $1,600. 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Purchase Price’ (Col) and 
vaude. Will better last week by 
about three grand running to about 
$17,000. Last week ‘Devil and the 
Deep’ (Par) ended at $14,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Chandu’ (Fox) and Edmund Lowe 
in person heading vaude. If it 
weren’t for Lowe in person week 
would be a sad affair; $21,000, in 
view. ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) last 
week $22,000. 

Met (WB)—‘Blessed Event’ (WB). 
Not clicking as anticipated though 
running higher than previous take 
of this house; $9,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Horsefeathers,’ $5,600. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50)—Bird of Paradise’ (RKO). 
Holdover week should bring $7,000 
while last week, its first stanza, saw 
the ‘Bird’ copping the whole town 
with $16,000, great at scale and ca- 
pacity. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). With the 
scale nothing can stop this one from 
copping $21,000 or better; probable 
holdover. Last week ‘Love Me To- 
night’ (Par) did not come through 
for more than $14,000. 


Earth’s’ $3,600 Will Lead 
Lincoln; ‘Street’ $2,400 OK 


Lincoln, Sept. 19. 
Biz is picking up. Opening of the 
state university cheered the thea- 
tres, as it brought about 5,000 
spenders to town for another nine 
months, 

‘Down to Earth’ looks like the 
toast of the town this week, with 
‘Back Street,’ cramped by a short- 
seat house, making a nice run 
around $2,400 in a six-day town. 


Estimates for This Week 


Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-30-40) 
—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). Should 
step to mighty nice $3,000 with in- 
fluence of college football practice 
started. Last week ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio), $2,700. 

Orpheum (Publix) (1,200; 10-20- 
30)—‘Shopworn’ (Col). Will do so- 
so $1,000. Last week ‘Night Club 
Lady’ (Col) $950. 








State (Indie) (500; 10-25-35)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Looks plenty 
good for $2,400. Last week ‘Last 


Mile’ (WW), $1,900. 
Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 
50-60)—‘Down to Earth’ 


10-25-35- 
(Fox). 


Should push up to nice $3,600. Last 
week ‘Successful Calamity’ (WB), 
$3,100. 








Brooklyn's Stage Splash 





Despite Strong Screens—Means $48,000 for 
Par, Met with ‘Hotel,’ Columbo, $35,000 





Brooklyn, Sept. 19. 

Big screen and stage fare at the 
Met and Paramount bringing cheer- 
ful returns. Met has ‘Grand Hotel’ 
and Russ Columbo on stage. 

Rave reviews materially helped 
Par over weekend with ‘Night of 
June 13 and heavy stage show 
makes it look like happy week. 
Other deluxers are quiet. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Night of June 15 (Par) and stage 


ishow. Belle Baker, Timbergs, and 
|Rooneys on stage. Should do a 
|big $48,000. Picture got heavy re- 
views. Last week ‘Horse Feathers’ 


(Par) oke at $35,000. 











Metropolitan (3,800; 25-35-50-75) 


—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Russ Columbo on stage and should 
get around $35.000. ’way up. Last 


week ‘Blondie’ (M-G) $29,500, very 
good, 
Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Okay 


America’ (U) and vaude. Quiet and 
not more than $17,000. Last week 
‘Paradise’ (Radio) oke at $22,200. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-40-50) — ‘Last 
Man’ (Col.) and stage show. Reri 
on stage very dull and will sink to 





$10,000. Evening balcony seats now 
40 cents, but doesn’t seem to help. 
Last week a little better with ‘Down 
|to Earth’ (Fox) getting $15,000. 


| S$trand (2,000; 95-35-50)—"The 
\‘Crash’ (WB). Indifferent at $12,000. 
'‘Big City Blues’ (WB) last week, 
1 $10,700, off. 


>? —— 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 

One opening and one temporary 
closing keeps the list of ’Frisco first 
runs at six, which is more than any 
city west of Chi maintains. And 
when Orpheum and United Artists 
reopen some time around Oct. 1 this 
town will have eight first run the- 
atres, putting it second only to New 
York. 

All of which emphasizes the fact, 
oft repeated by Chamber of Com- 
merce and other civic sources, that 
’Frisco (it’s called San Francisco 
by loyal natives) hasn't felt the de- 
pression as much as sister cities. 
There hasn’t been a bank failure, 
and stores and hotels aren't nearly 
as deeply in debt as those in other 
parts of the country, and Solly 


| 


times are so good there are two 
breadlines, one for white, and one 
for rye. 

Theatre biz isn’t bad. With semi- 
decent breaks on film, most houses 
are plugging along, Whirfield being 
only one to consecutively maintain 
high grosses after having hit a 
stride about six weeks ago. Regard- 
less of celluloid, and with many 
thanks to swell stage shows, house 
has advanced its average gross sev- 
eral grand with an $18,000 pace be- 
ing about average. Fox has a huge 
nut of approximately $30,000 to 
crack and with third choice of pix 
often finds the sledding tough. The 
smartly sold ‘Chandu’ is helping 
but only to $28,000, while this week’s 
type of tab show, ‘Hearts of Broad- 


way, with Vera Gordon, doesn’t 
portend any big aid. 
Sam Harris’ President started 


Thursday (15) with initial run pix 
from the indie field and stage shows 
produced by Harris. House’s main 
appeal is in its 40c. top nights and 
25c. mats, with older type of cus- 
tomers who have been Sam Harris 
patrons for years in the majority. 

RKO buttoned up the Orpheum 
after moving ‘Back Street’ down 
from the Golden Gate for a week, 
House is supposed to reopen Sept. 
28 or thereabouts with pix and pre- 
sentations at a low price. Date on 
UA opening is indef but that, too, 
is expected to be around end of the 
month. 

Meanwhile Fox Paramount sent 
Dietrich’s ‘Blonde Venus’ into an 
early opening with biz starting slow- 
ly, but expected to build. Wednes- 
day instead of usual Saturday open- 
ing threw many habitual customers 
off the track, but ticket buying may 
increase as the week progresses. 

RKO’s Golden Gate has Horace 
Heidt and band on a union lay-off 
after six weeks’ labor. Current stage 
show headlines Carter, the magi- 
cian, with other acts, and ‘Okay 
America’ on screen, Business also 
okay, though not up to past two 
weeks, which has been swell. 

Ed Robinson in ‘Tiger Shark’ 
drawing to Warners and probably 
will do two weeks. Warfield good 
with ‘Night of June 13’ building. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-70)—‘Chandw’ (Fox) 
and on stage Vera Gordon in ‘Hearts 
of Broadway.’ Start slow, but may 
build to $28,000. Last week Bing 
Crosby sent house to best gross in 
months with $40,000, while ‘Divorce 
in the Family’ (M-G) screened. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Okay America’ (U) and vaude 
headed by Carter the Great. 
Newly inaugurated Saturday late 
shows adding few hundred iron men 
and this week ought to hit good 
$15,000. Last week was $15,500 on 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio). 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Dietrich 
drawing good word-of-mouth but 
advance Wednesday opening threw 
Par regulars off and it started slow- 
ly with buildup anticipated. Prob- 
able $14,500, okay. Last week was 
but five days, Chevalier’s ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ getting around $6,000 for 
third and bow-out stanza. 


President (Sam Harris) 
25-40)—‘Man Called Back’ (World 
Wide) and presentation. Only indie 
house in town, for ownership and 
operation, and low admish a draw- 
ing power. First week probably fair 


(1,410; 


$6,700. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)— 
‘June 13’ (Par) and stage show. 


House rolling merrily along, cur- 
rent show building, with good $17,- 
000 expected. Last week ‘Blondie of 
Follies’ (M-G) hit swell $19,000, 
much of credit going to stage show. 

Warners” (1,365; 55-65)—'Tiger 
Shark’ (WB). Robinson a consist- 
ent draw here and $10,500 is good 
business. Second and final week of 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB) drew $7,500: 





Second for Lew Collins 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Lew Collins has been given a sec- 
ond picture to direct for Majestic. 
He will meg The Vagabond,’ a Jack 
Hoxie film starting Oct. 1. Collins 
directed the ‘Pony Express’ as his 
astarter for the company. 





Violinsky’s gag holds good here: . 
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London in Fall Spurt, ‘Devil and Deep. 
$16,000, Bis: ‘Wheels’ British-Made 


Surprise, $16,000 


Week, Garbo Big 





London, Sept. 10. 


General improvement in West 
End picture theatres is now appar- 
ent. Reasons are: People returning 
from summer vacations, favorable 
weather, more optimistic financial 
outlook and better quality pictures. 


Estimates for Week 


Capitol—‘Love of Wheels’ (Gains- 
borough Pictures), suprisingly good, 
grossing around $2,000 daily, and 
improving. Figured will gross $16,- 
000 for week and good for month to 
six weeks. 

Cariton—‘Devil and 
(Par), second week, with first 
week's grosses over $16,000, thus 
beating ‘Shanghai Express.’ Charles 
Laughton a real draw, Picture good 
for four to five weeks, with Harold 
Lloyd’s ‘Movie Crazy’ scheduled to 
follow. 

Empire—‘As You Desire Me’ (M- 
G-M) clicked to $24,000, good going 
for this time of year. Generally 
Garbo pictures are _ pre-released 
much later in the autumn. Picture 
holding over, with Universal's ‘Igloo’ 
replacing Sept. 16, making second 
Universal picture at this Metro 
house in last two months, the pre- 
vious one being ‘Doomed Battalion.’ 

Marble Arch Pavilion—‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) now in fourth week to around 
$5,600, which is still good. Picture 
staying another. fortnight, with 
Uta’s ‘The Tempest,’ starring Emil 
Jannings scheduled to follow, but 
as English censor refuses to pass 
the picture, ‘Jack's the Boy’ (Gains- 
porough Pictures), will replace. This 
being picture’s second run after the 
Tivi. 

New Gallery—Thark’ (British & 
Dominion) now in sixth week to 
around $6,400, a distinct drop, ‘So 


the Deep 


This Is Hollywood’ replacing, and 
figured good for month. 
Plaza—‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) 


grossed $12,000, which about house’s 
average, with ‘Guilty as Charged’ 
(American title ‘Guilty as Hell’) 
replaced for one week. ‘Horse 
Feathers’ then goes in for three to 
four weeks’ run. This is first time 
in years Plaza pre-released Marx 
picture, as formerly pictures always 
pre-released at the Carlton. Reason 


for this action is Paramount’s 
abundance of product. 
Regal — ‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) 


played one week to around $9,000, 
fair, but not good. ‘Winner Take 
All’ (WB) replaced. Theatre has 
never been a gold mine for British 
International Pictures, reason be- 
ing it is off the West End map, and 
not even in the right location to be 
a family house. Understood John 
Maxwell, head of B.I.P., now nego- 
tiating to lease the Phoenix theatre 
for pre-eleasing his own products. 

Tivoli—Bring ’'"Em Back Alive’ 
(Radio) will gross $14,000 in its first 
week, which is believed disappoint- 
ing, considering its publicity and 
Frank ck’s personal appearance 
for opening week. Reason for low 
gross can only be attributed to fact 
that Congorilla, which slipped in at 
the Marble Arch Picture house four 
weeks earlier has taken the edge off 
this. However, picture may build, 
and sure good for four weeks. 


INDIANAPOLIS STAYS UP; 
‘EVENT’ A NEAT $12,000 


Indianapolis, Sept. 19. 


Downtown biz still upish. Things 
particularly bright at the Circle 
and Indiana. This week may in- 
augurate a definite run of WB pic- 
tures in these theatres but no an- 
nouncement. forthcoming. 

‘Successful Calamity’ is at the 
Circle and Arliss has plenty of 
friends here. ‘Blessed Event,’ at 
the Indiana, has the go sign this 
week because of Dick Powell who 
was at the Indiana with Charlie 
Davis’s band before going to Pitts- 
burgh as m. c. Powell is getting 
the billing here. 

Legit season will be inaugurated 
at English’s Sept. 26 with ‘Cynara.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35) ‘Chandu’ (Fox). Will get around 
$3,200 shekels, all right. Last week 





‘Back Street’ (U) reaped $4,000, 
good. 
Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 


25-50). ‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). 
Looks good for $6,500. Dessa Byrd, 
and 


organist, returned this week 
has Vaughan Cornish, WKBEF 
Singer, helping her. Last week 
‘Paradise’ (Radio) close to $7,000. 
Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50) ‘Blessed Event’ (WB). 
Around $12,000, good. Last week 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and Thurs- 
ton on the stage close to $26,000. 
Loew’s Palace (2,800; 25-35) 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). An exception- 
ally okay $10,000. Last week 
‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G) 
$5,500. 


| Columbus Still Sprinting, 
‘Witnesses’ $8,000, Maybe 


Columbus, Sept. 19. 


Another big week in sight, with 
major houses playing to standees. 
Just how long the pleasant spurt is 
going to last is the boys’ major 
topic. 

Palace swings to vaude next week, 
with Thurston, and Loew's Ohio is 
expected to follow almost immedi- 
ately, with admission scales at both 
houses to be bumped to 50 cents. 

Palace‘ showing ‘Horse Feathers,’ 
and Ohio, with ‘Grand Hotel,’ seem 
best this week, although Broad and 
Grand again expected to hit a merry 
pace. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace — ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) 
(3,074; 25-35). Should top $10,000. 
Last week “Devil and Deen’ (Par) 
and fashion review hit fair $8,000. 

Ohio—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (3,000; 
25-35). First and last priced run in 
city and on way to fine $13,000. Last 
week ‘Blondie’ (M-G) nice $9,000. 

Broad—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) 
(2,500; 15-25). Should do an easy 
$8,000, with $10,000 possible. Last 
week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) fine 
$11,000. 

Grand—‘Two Against World’ 
(WB) (1,100; 20-35). Gathering good 
enough $6,500. Last week ‘Success- 
ful Calamity’ (WB), fine $8,200. 

Majestic—‘Painted Woman’ (Fox) 
(1,100; 15-25). Okay $2,800 in sight. 
Last week ‘Back Street’ (U), after 
week at the Palace, did $3,000. 


Ballyhoo Overcomes 
Cricks on ‘Zombie,’ 


$9,000 Best in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 
Plenty of indication around here 
this week that the film public or the 


critics are screwy. Customers are 
pooh-poohing fitims lauded to the 
skies by the cricks and buying those 
spanked by the press. And exhibs 
are ready to jump into the lake, 
while the newspaper boys are figur- 
ing that they’d be of much better 
service to the public as necktie 
salesmen. 

‘White Zombie’ is the big noise at 
present at the Warner. Horror film 
got the ha-ha generally, but some 
circusy and gruesome ballyhoo in 
the lobby, with living corpses walk- 
ing in and out of a papier mache 
tomb is stopping the street crowds 
and bringing plenty of ’em in. Ex- 
pected to hold up to neat $9,000, very 
much okay. 

Nothing else is selling, though. 
‘Love Me Tonight,’ acclaimed by the 
dailies,’ is limping at the Penn. 
Strictly a class draw and _ not 
enough of those buyers in town to 
give film more than a disappointing 











/ $12,000. Arliss and ‘A Successful 
;Calamity’ is faring no better at 
Stanley. Generally figured here that 


Arliss is playing the wrong spot, 
inasmuch as his previous films have 
hit the Warner. 

Enright is back temporarily to a 
split week policy after gathering 
best trade in a year with ‘Blessed 
Event,’ Dick Powell’s screen appear- 
ance being credited locally. Powell 
got his m. c. start at this East Lib- 
erty site. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 25-30-40)— 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col). Just 
ambling along to average biz, maybe 
$3,000. Last week, second for ‘Back 
Street’ (U), touched swell $4,500, 
only reason it was yanked was 
clamoring by subsequent runs. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 
15-25)—‘Downstairs’ (M-G). John 
rilbert cause looks lost around 
here; under $3,000 pretty feeble. 
Last week ‘Thirteenth Guest’ (Mon) 
around $2,600. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-30-40) 
—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Hailed 
by press as one of year’s best, but 


10- 


strictly a class draw and terribly 
disappointing at $12,000 pace. Last 
week ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) not so 


hot either, $10,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). Arliss 
picture figured in the wrong spot; 
no more than weak $11,000 indicat- 
ed. Last week ‘Two Against World’ 
(WB) an in-betweener at $12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘White Zombie’ (UA). Despite crit- 
ical panning, horror film packing 
them, with ballyhoo methods given 
most of credit; looks a neat $9,000. 
Last week, second and last of ‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par), fell off about 10 
grand to $7,000. 














FOOTBALL GETS ’HAM 


‘Witnesses’’ Local Boy Helps for 
$9,000—‘Hold Em’ $5,100 


Birmingham, Sept. 19. 

Business shows steady increase at 
most of the theatres,but first night 
football game of season last week 
hurt some. 

‘70,000 Witnesses’ coming in for 
attention because of John Mack 
Brown's role as football player. He 
was a star on the University team 
here. 








Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-35-50)—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). 
Timely picture and certain for $9,- 
000. Last week ‘Down to Earth’ 
(Fox) $11,000, fine. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Hold 
’Em Jail’ (Radio). Wheeler and 
Woolsey always good for a steady 
week here, $5,100. Last week ‘Age 
of Consent’ (Radio) and ‘Hollywood 
Speaks’ (Col) on temporary double 
bill got $4,500. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G). Picture at 
Ritz and this one will have to fight 
it out; Keaton and Durante will 
help get $4,100. Last week ‘Winner 
Take All’ (WB) failed to click, 
$3,900. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 
‘Weekend Marriage’ (FN). 


20-30)— 
Fair at 


$1,500. ‘Molly Louvain’ (FN) last 
week same. 
Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 


‘Vanity Fair’ (Allied). Mild week in 
prospect, with not a name to draw, 
$800. Last week ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) fair at $900. 


PARIS GROSSES 
UP: ‘TARZAN 
$12,000 








$30,000 Thin for Lloyd, Ist Wk.; 
‘Life’- Hotel’ Big, 
‘June 13’ and Stage Names $65,000 


$36,000-585,000; 





Business is going to two extremes 
this week. Where it’s up, it’s up, 
and where it’s down, sock. Stand- 
outs are the Capitol, Paramount and 
Strand, leaving Harold Lloyd's 
‘Movie Crazy’ a disappointment on 
its first week. 

New Lloyd picture won't get 
much over $30,000 on its debut week. 
That’s a nice profit for the house, 
but much more was expected. The 
Marxes, in hot weather with ‘Horse 
Feathers,’ did $58,000 in opening 
stanza here. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ at the Capitol, after 
its $2 run, may reach $85,000. That's 
terrific these days. Benny Davis 
and his Gang alone on the stage this 
week. Holdover certain. 

‘Night of June 13, at the Para- 
mount, is creating something of a 
surprise. Picture got rave reviews 
and is certain of roping $65,000, with 
chances to hurdle that, aided by 
Phil Baker, not long ago at the Cap- 
itol, Fannie Brice and Mitchell and 
Durant on the stage. In view of 
business house may holdover screen 
and stage entries. 

‘Life Begins’ is doing very well 
at the Strand. A $36,000 week im- 
pends with likelihood picture may 
stay three weeks if gait holds. A 
reverse ad campaign on ‘Life’ for 
the Strand, the dignity being 
dropped and the copy going hotsy- 
totsy. 

While the balance of the street is 
pegging along slowly, the Roxy is 
’way down in the mouth. Indications 


‘Event,’ on Dual Bill, 








Paris, Sept. 10. 


Grosses for week ending Sept. 2 
shows a distinct improvement. The 
heat wave has abated, vacationing 
is ending, and large numbers of fans 
are returning to the theatre. Main 
Paris grosses are as follows, all well 
out of the red: 

Week’s Estimates 

Paramount (Par) (1,900)—‘Etoile 
Disparait’ (Par). Second week, $14,- 
000. Studio detective story made by 
Bob Wyler, American. Held over 
from a good first week. 

Gaumont Palace (G. F. F. A.) 
(6,000)—‘Rasputin’ (Osso). Revival, 
$12,200. Film had already played a 
long time at the Elysee Gaumont, 
but the title draws in nabes. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900)—‘Opera 
de Quatre Sous’ (UFA), $9,000. Tre- 
mendous sendoff when it was first 
played, and desire to see Florelle be- 
fore the stars in the Folies Bergere, 
both helping. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700)—Tar- 
zan’ (Metro), $12,000. Favorably 
commented for animal scenes, with 
unanimous regrets that the girl role 
was not made silent. 


Cincy Albee Zooms 
With ‘Rhapsedy’ Tab 
And ‘Speaks,’ $32,000 


Cincinnati, Sept. 19. 

Albee is scoring its biggest take 
for more than a year this week with 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ the magnet. 
The Ethel Waters colored combo is 
the town’s talk and came in for 
rave notices from all the dailies. 

Business continues good at other 
downtown houses, although the lin- 
gering warm weather is no help. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)—‘Hol- 
lywood Speaks’ (Col) and ‘Rhapsody 
in Black’ on stage. Ethel Waters 
and her troupe are the big noise. 
Strutting to a tremendous $32,000. 
Last week ‘13th Guest’ (Standard) 
and condensed ‘Rio Rita’ tab pulled 
a very good $24,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Hold 'Em Jail’ (RKO). Wheeler and 
Woolsey have fans roaring to tune 
of $14,500, oke. Last week ‘Mr. Rob- 
inson Crusoe’ (UA) fetched $13,500, 








good. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55) 
‘American Madness’ (Col). Hus- 


ton the name and drawing a good 
$9,000. Last week ‘Age of Consent’ 
(RKO) registered ditto. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 
‘Night Club Lady’ (Col). Adolphe 
Menjou the b.o. lure for $8,900, 
which is no lure. Last week ‘Doc- 
tor X’ (FN) attracted a good $9,500. 


30-55) 


$10,000 in Providence; 
Albee Dips with ‘OK’ 


Most of the main stems enter the 
new week in the wake of neat cam- 
paigns to offset stiff opposish. Open- 
ing spoiled for every house, but the 
State by torrential rain. State, with 
‘Grand Hotel’ will lead the town and 
triple the gross it has been getting 
ail summer. 


Both the Albee and Fay’s are re- 
lying on vaudeville to pull them 
through this week. Albee has ‘Okay 
America’ on the screen, but not ex- 
pected to tilt $10,000, while ‘The 
Gossippers,’ radio team, are at Fay’s 
with ‘Chandu’ on the screen and is 
confident of hurdling the red at 
$6,000. Majestic is booming with 
twin-bill headed by ‘Blessed Event.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (3,700; 15-55-66)— 
‘Okay America’ (U) and vaude. 
Charlie King headlining. With stiff 
opposition, and fact that another 
stand also is showing columnist 
story, will hover close to red around 
$10,000. Last week ‘Age of Con- 
sent’ (Radio) and Rudy Vallee a 
set-up at $14,700. Valke played 
only five days, Will Osborne sup- 
plementing last two days. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-55) — ‘Chandu’ 
(Fox) and vaude. Radio act, ‘The 
Gossipers’ featured. Stage show do- 
ing most of the pulling for antici- 
pated $6,500, oke. Last week ‘Big 
City Blues’ (WB) fair at $6,000. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). House spent 
plenty spreading dope that this pic- 
turé will not be shown again in 
Providence. Counting on $19,000 for 
bang week. Last week ‘Robinson 
Crusoe’ (UA) a disappointment at 





$9,600. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB) and ‘13th 


Guest’ (Mon). Best in town for the 
money. Should see $10,000 with lit- 
tle trouble. Last week ‘Down to 
Earth’ (Fox) and ‘Passport to Hell’ 
(Fox) oke at $8,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Night 
of June 13’ (Par). Nothing to get 
excited about. Cannot stand pace 
set by others and not over $5,500, 
off. Last week ‘79,000 Witnesses’ 
(Par) splurged on nice publiciy for 
$7,000. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘Last Man’ (Col) and ‘Sinister 
Hands’ (Kent). First feature doing 
all the work as companion picture 
has no names. Possibly $2,000, oke. 
Last week ‘The Stoker’ (Allied) and 
‘Avenging Seas’ (Mon) $1,900. 

Metropolitan (Conn) (3,700: 10- 
25-30)—‘Docks of San Francisco’ 
and vaude. 





Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,550; 25-40) 
‘The Crash’ (WB). Chatterton and | 
Brent featured above title. Heading | 


for $6,000, good. Last week ‘Tiger 
Shark’ (WB) slowed off in last half 
and brought a fair $5,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) ‘My 
Pal the King’ (U) and ‘Shop Angel’ 
(Zenith). Split week. Looks like a 
good $3,000. Last week ‘Beyond the 
Rockies’ (Pathe) and ‘Escapade’ 


(FN), a fair $2,500. 
Grand (RKO) (4,560; 16-30) 





seems to be on the wane. Just mov- 





ing along, and nothing over $2,000 
for first half in prospect. Last half | 
of last week ‘Man Called Back’ | 
(Par) off at $2,200. 

— | 
‘Horse Feathers’ (U), second run, 
and ‘The Crooner’ (WB). Split 
week. So-so $2,500 indicated. Last 
week ‘First Year’ (Fox), a repeat, 


| 
and ‘Brown of Culver’ (U), first run, | 
hit $2,600. 


Novelty of new house |} 


| ers) 


are ‘Painted Woman’ won't exceed 
$32,000 this week. 

Palace and Mayfair are both just 
plodding along. Latter, on second 
week of ‘Bird of Paradise,’ is at 
$16,000. Pal is playing Will Rogers’ 
‘Down to Earth’ on second run, 
following recent date at Roxy. 


Winter Garden, on holdover of 
‘Big City Blues,’ only $9,000. Re- 
viewers giving their contemporary, 
Ward Morehouse, who authored the 
story, a break, helped to determine 
continuance. “Tiger Shark,’ deferred 
here once, opens Thursday (22). 
Last week set one new low, $32,000 
at the Paramount. After house had 


struggled through the summer 
pretty well, this figure proved a& 
blow. 


Estimates For This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (3rd 
week). Attracting good matinee 
trade. Now doubted that ‘Smiling 
Thru’ (M-G) will be next in here; 
‘Rasputin’ (M-G), the Barrymores, 
mentioned instead. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Unusually big as $85,000 


prospect; holdover sure. Benny 
Davis and Gang on stage. Last 
week, second of ‘Blondie’ (M-G), 


$58,000. Oke with big stage dis- 
play. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83) ‘Para- 
dise’ (Kadio) (2nd week). Fair on 
holdover; $16,000 pace. First week 


big at $27,000, eye-catching front 
helping. 
Palace (1,700; 30 - 40 - 65-83)— 


‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) (2nd run) 
and vaude. Eddie Dowling heads 
stage contingent and maybe higher 
than $15,000: Previous week house 
did swell business, $21,300, Pola 
Negri in person and ‘Back Street’ 
(U). 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘June 13’ (Par) and stage show. 
Rushed this picture from Coast 
after ‘Blonde Venus’ booking moved 
ahead; house will do $65,000 with 
possibility of beating that; stage 
offers Phil Baker, Fannie Brice and 
Mitchell and Durant, a decided aid. 
Last week, ‘Okay America’ (U), 
sent house to a new low, $32,000; 
Will Mahoney in his second week on 
stage. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10) 
—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Lloyd draw 
showing weakness at around $30,000 
on first week; unless improving, 
maybe only three weeks. Final 
week ‘Horse Feathers’ $14,500, a 
little black. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10) 
—Love Me Tonight’ (5th week). 
Fifth week, ending tonight (Tues- 
day), only around $12,000. ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) comes in 
tomorrow morning (Wednesday). 
Fourth week of ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
was $15,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘Painted Woman’ (Fox) and stage 
show. May better very poor $32,- 
000, but doubtful. Last week, “The 
Crash’ (WB), a good $58,000. ‘A 
Successful Calamity’ (WB), with 
George Arliss, comes in Thursday 
(22), with house now to stick to 
Thursday as change day, same as 
Capitol. 

Strand 2,900; 35-55-83-93-$1.10) 
—‘Life Begins’ (WB). Big $36,000 
in view; second week sure and 
third possible. Last week, second 
of ‘Blessed Event’ (WB), $18,000, 
oke. 

Winter Garden (1,419; 35-55-83- 
94) — ‘Big City Blues’ (WB) (2nd 
week). Only $9,000 on holdover; 
first week $12,700, not so _ hot, 
either. ‘Tiger Shark,’ once post- 
poned, opens Thursday (22). 


EXCLUSIVE ‘HOTEL’ ON 
WAY TO K. C. $25,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 19. 
‘Grand Hotel’ will clean up this 
week at the Midland. Management 
is stressing its exclusive showing 
and carrying the line in all publicity 











‘We positively guarantee’ that 
| ‘Grand Hotel’ will never be shown 
|in any other theatre in this entire 


city—Never.’ 
Mainstreet is 


also holding up 


|nicely with its new policy. This 
' week it’s ‘Congorilla,’ with Mr. and 
'Mrs. Martin Johnson in person and 
|with the F-M ‘Bombay’ revue on 
the stage. Sue Carol and Nick 
Stuart added to show here 

Publix- Dubinsky houses don't 
look so hot. ‘Successfuly Calamity,’ 
at the Newman, suffering, as George 
Arliss never has been so forte here. 


Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Pubiix-Dubinsky Broth- 
(860; 15-25)—‘Weekend Mar- 

(FN). Likely hold to fair 
(Continued on page 12) 


riage’ 
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‘Back Street’ Plus Guinan, $27,000: 
Chicago Okay $37,000 on ‘Crash’ 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Small profits, and uncertain ones, 
continue to be the experience of 
loop showmen. Conditions are 
thought to be somewhat better. At 
least the usual seasonal pickup of 
10% or better has been noted. Still, 
there’s a lot of lethargy to overcome. 

Many observers believe the radio, 
the campaign and the far-from- 
ended depression will retard upward 
trend until late fall. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 
— ‘The Crash’ (WB) and stage show. 
Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
added attraction and a help. House 
will improve markedly this week 
with Chatterton, going to $37,000 
against last week’s unhappy and 
deficit-laden gross of $28,000 with 


another Warner attraction, ‘Suc- 
cessful Calamity.’ 

McVickers (B&K) (2,000; 35-55- 
75)—Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Aft- 
ernoon prices lowered. Now 55 to 
6 p. m. Chevalier picture a little 
spotty, but will hit $30,000. ‘Horse 


Feathers’ last week (fourth) $10,000. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-65-85) 
—‘Night of June 13’ (Par) and stage 
show. Gilda Gray heading Fanchon 
& Marco unit. Should do around 
$21,000, fair. Last week ‘Doctor X’ 
(WB) seared little children and 
good business away, another warn- 
ing that the horror thing has been 
overdone. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-65-85)— 
*‘Back Street’ (U) and vaude, Texas 
Guinan and her undressed chorus as 
the stage portion. House will do ex- 
cellent week, around $27,000. Last 
week estimated $24,000 was too 
much by $4,000 for ‘Age of Consent’ 
(Radio) plus Ted Healy. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Those We Love’ (WW) and 
vaude. Indie picture plus regula- 
tion bill and no headliner. Looks 
like $16,000. A little mere than that 
last week with ‘Night Club Lady’ 
(Col). 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 40- 
65-75) —‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Around 
$22,000 as a starter. Okay but no 


stampede. Last week ‘Mr. Robin- 
son Crusoe,’ on nine days $12,000, 
off. 





ELINOR HUNT BANKRUPT 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Elinor Hunt, film actress, filed a 
petition in bankruptcy in U. S. Dis- 
trict court here. 
She did not present a schedule 
of assets and liabilities. 


40-65-85) | 





“PARADISE” BALLYHOO 
$12,000 IN NEWARK 


| 


Newark, Sept. 19. 

Best this week is Proctor’s bally- 
‘Bird of Paradise’ consist- 
ing of a Hawaiian band of five- 
| pieces on the marquee, platform on 
| the sidewalk, or lobby according to 
the weather. Will probably pull the 
picture up to a fine $12,000 or more. 
The Capitol put higher signs on its 
marquee but has not. entirely 
blocked the show. 

At the Paramount ‘Night of June 
13’ is getting fine comment but the 
almost flat opening means picture 
will clean in the neighborhood 
rather than here. But it is building 
steadily. 

Last week ‘Blessed Event’ at the 
Branford not only got top gross for 
house since it has been running 
straight pictures, but beat most of 
its grosses as a play last season at 
higher prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65) ‘The Crash’ (WB). Doubt- 
ful of $8,000. Last weck ‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB) tremendous with $14,- 
500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) 
‘First Year’ (Fox). Trying experi- 
ment of running one feature instead 
of two. Gross will presumably 
drop to around $4,000. Last week 
‘Culver’ (U) and ‘Washington Mas- 
querade’ (M-G) good at $5,250. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50) ‘Schu- 
bert’s Fruehlingstraum.’ (Capitol). 
Back to German pictures and ought 
to beat $1,500. Last week high price 
demanded spoiled deserved holdover 
of ‘Rasputin’ (Ufa) which did a 
fine $1,800. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65) ‘Blondie’ (M-G). This kind 
clicks here and should pull a sweet 
$11,000. Last week ‘White Zombie’ 
(UA) not so strong with $7,000 on 
six days. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
20-25-30-40-55-66) ‘Night of June 


hoo for 


13’ (Par). Clicking but slow start 
will hold it back to $9,000. Last 
week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 


crept over fine $11,900. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65) ‘Paradise’ (Radio). 
Should go to great $12,000 although 
critics didn’t seem impressed. Last 
week ‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) fair 





at $8,000. 





Minneapolis Knows No Depresh 





‘Grand Hotel’ at Pop Scale, $18,000—‘Para- 


dise’ a Bird 


at $15,000 





Minneapoiis, Sept. 19. 

‘Prosperity’ is being written all 
over the loop rialto in beld face caps 
again this week. With such attrac- 
tions as ‘Grand Hotel’ (for the first 
time at pop prices) and ‘Bird of 
Paradise,’ not to mention ‘Speak 
Easily,’ it couldn’t be otherwise. 

Attendance at the State and Orph 
for the past month and longer dem- 
onstrates conclusively there are still 
plenty of people with sufficient funds 
to expend on entertainment and who 
are willing to let loose if you give 
"em what they want. That’s just 
what the ace loop houses have been 
doing. 

Outstanding product and stage 
entertainment have routed the de- 
presh, for the time being at least. 


to regular scale and no stage show 
with none necessary in view of 
screen attraction’s strength. Scale 
tilted for last week only to 65c. on 
account of ‘Desert Song’ on stage. 
House went limit on advertising for 
‘Grand Hotel.’ Picture demonstrat- 
ing great box office pull at the pop 
prices; looks like big $18,000. Last 
week ‘Desert Song* on stage and 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par), $18,306, 
stage attraction getting most credit. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)—‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (RKO) and vaudeville. 
Picture sure-fire b. 0. here and get- 
ting dandy play. Peach advertising 
campaign, featured by plenty of red- 
hot sex fan-fare. Customers like 
stage entertainment as well as pic- 





Of course, other factors in the im- 
provement undoubtedly have been 
elimination of considerable excess 
seating by closing of two big loop 
houses, a more optimistic sentiment 
and general business tone in recent 
weeks and effective showmanship in 
selling the attractions. 

Both the State and Orpheum went 
the limit in selling ‘Grand Hotel’ 
and ‘Bird of Paradise.’ In each in- 
stance the campaign was most ef- 
fective. ‘Hotel’ chalked up a really 
impressive gross for its two weeks 
at the Century at $1.50 top last 
spring, but at 55c. it looks all set 
to do a bigger seven days currently 
than either of the two weeks pre- 
viously. 

‘Bird’ is proving a standout for 
the Orph; in fact, one of the great- 
est screen magnets that theatre has 
had since ‘Cimarron.’ The Siamese 
Twins, back after a long absence, 
also are bringing in some biz to the 
RKO house. At the Lyric, the Kea- 
ton-Durante’s ‘Speak Easily’ is at- 
tracting plenty of attention, too. 

Beset by overabundance of prod- 
uct, Publix this week is using its 
ace nabe house, the Uptown, for a 
first run, for ‘Dark Horse.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55) — 

“Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Prices back 


ture. About $15,000 indicated, very 
big. Last week, telegraph company 
error made estimate for ‘Back 
Street’ (U) read ‘$30,000,, whereas 
it should have been $13,000. Did 
nice $12,500. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G). Keaton-Durante 
picture a corking attraction for this 
pop price house and may top splen- 
did $6,000. Last week, ‘Purchase 
Price’ (WB), okay $5,000. 


Grand (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Hol- 
lywood Speaks’ (Col). Brn $2,500, 





oke. Last week, ‘First Year’ (Fox), 
second loop run, and ‘Week Ends 
Only’ (Fox), $2,000, fair. 

Aster . (Publix) (900; 25)—'By 
| Whose Hand’ (Col), ‘Westward Pas- 
| sage’ (RKO) and ‘Million Dollar 
| Legs’ (Par), split. Latter two second 

{loop runs; looks like about $900, 
| fair, Last week ‘What Price Holly- 


‘No Greater Love’ 
split, $1,100, 


(Pathe) and 


| wood’ 
second loop runs, 


| (Col), 
fair. 


Uptown (Publix) (1,600; 55)— 
‘Dark Horse’ (FN). Warren Wil- 
|liam building up considerable fem 
following here and looks fair, $2,800. 


| Last week, ‘Love Me Tonight’ « Par) 
moved here directly after week jn 
| loop at State, $3,200, fair. 
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‘Calamity’ isn’t, With Bi 
‘Hotel’ at Pop Scale, $17,000 
Buffalo, Sept. 19. 

Arliss and Bernie are the candy 
this week. ‘Successful Calamity’ 
and the maestro are tops over 
Jessel] and Talmadge with the 
Rogers pic last week. 

‘Grand Hotel’ at pop scale will 
knock off a nifty 17 g's, also big 
dough. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Puvitx) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB) and 
Ben Bernie. May reach $25,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Down to Earth’ 
(Fox) and Talmadge-Jessel stage 
show, $23,000, fair enough. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 30- 
40-65) ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Big 
$17,000 in view. Last week ‘Back 
Street’ (U), $11,000, fair. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
55) ‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) and 
stage show. May be $7,500, mild. 
Last week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G) fair, $11,900. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35) ‘Doc- 

tor X’ (FN). Looks like $6,000, 
average. Last week ‘Bachelor’s Af- 
fairs’ (Fox), $5,400. 
Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25) ‘Hol- 
lywood Speaks’ (Col). Poor $6,500 
in view. Last week ‘Radio Patrol’ 
(U) big at over $9,000. 








LEGION CONV. NO HELP 


BUT PORTLAND DOES OK 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 19. 


Fox-Parker opened the Broadway 
with ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ and 
looks like a smash for the opening 
week. Fox houses have reneged on 
all b. o. stunts and getting them in 
with straight picture selling. Ex- 
ception last week was F & M’s 
‘Follow Thru’ stage unit, highly ex- 
ploited at the Paramount. Results 
were okay but not up to expecta- 
tions. 

Currently Fox-Paramount has 
‘Chandu’ doing a strong biz and 
should equal high average of pre- 
ceding weeks. 

Orpheum is bidding for a little ex- 
tra work at the b. o. this week with 
‘Bird of Paradise.’ House has 
slipped considerably but is in line 
for a comeback with product of 
that sort. 

Gamble’s Rialto capitalized on 
strong first week of ‘Down to Earth’ 
at the Paramount, and picture is do- 
ing a nice second week at the Rialto. 
Last week ‘Madame Racketeer’ got 
poor results there. 

Last week’s grosses were boosted 
some by the three-day American 
Legion national convention. Day 
parades helped mat biz. Drum corps 
contest at the stadium proved op- 
posish. About 50,000 visitors in the 
burg, but much entertainment in 
liquid form. The lid was off. No 
midnite mats attempted, it not be- 
ing that kind of a showgoing con- 
vention. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Chandu’ (Fox) and F. & M. 
unit. Well exploited and getting 
great biz Looks good for okay 
$14,000. Last week F. & M.’s ‘Fol- 
low Thrw’ unit fairly received but 
under expectations. Picture was 





‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). Grossed 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Bird of Paradise’ (RKO). Getting 


extra biz up to possible $8,000. Last 


week ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) off 
at $5,500. 
Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 


25-55) —Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). 
Opening week, after house dark all | 
summer, looks in line for strong re- 
sults and should click for easy 
$18,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Night of June 13’ 
(Par). Getting average biz, around 
$4,000. Last week ‘Blondie of Fol- 
lies’ (M-G) strong for $7,000. 


Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Two Against the World’ (FN). 
Just fairly for $3,500. Last week 
‘Stranger in Town’ (FN) $2,800, | 
poor. 

Rialto (Gamble) (1,500;  25)— 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox). A fair sec- 
ond week following first week at 
the Paramount, $2,700. Last week 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) poorly 


for $2,500. 


Tacoma Bright 


Tacoma, Sept. 19. 
Jensen-von Herberg§ rebuilding 
big portion of old Orpheum for 
opening next week as first-run 
house at pop prices. 
Nothing to rave about this week 
on local screens except Arliss. 
Estimates for This Week 








Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (600; 25) 
—‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). An 
excellent $3,000. Last week ‘Big 


City Blues’ (FN) didn’t do much, 
slumping back to $1,800. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col) and 
Blondie’ (M-G). House getting into 
black, reaching for $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) and 





| ‘Down to Earth’ 


(Fox) big at $3,150. § 


(Philly Sluggish; ‘Downstairs, 
Mild $16,000; ‘Chandu, $19,000 





TED LEWIS-‘70,000,” 
356, BEST IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 

All houses will get by this week. 
The Michigan leads with Ted Lewis 
in person and ‘70,000 Witnesses.’ 
The RKO Downtown is adhering to 
its custom of small but consistent 
profit weeks. House has the small- 
est nut in town and can make money 
during a blizzard. With ‘Hold "Em 
Jail’ the wolf is nowhere near. 

‘Love Me Tonight’ is at the Fisher 
for a second week after a mild week 
at the Mich. Moving film to Fisher 
may be a smart shift. Picture 
opened weak but built to a certain 
extent. Placing in a class house 
like the Fisher may get a big play. 
‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ will get 11 
days with ‘Grand Hotel,’ opening 
Wednesday. Fairbanks drew a lot 
of kiddies, but school is open and 
the kids only pay 1l5dc. 
Labor troubles still keep the Fox 
on a straight picture policy, but the 
end appears in sight, and if not 
house has the nut down to grind 
dimensions. Given any kind of a 
break in product the house can 
laugh at the unions. 
Last week ‘Back Street’ continued 
its good work and could well have 
played some extra time, with the 
finals day’s business unusually good. 
Playing 10 days, this picture made 
plenty for all concerned, with a 
gross of $24,000. In this small house 
and at a 50c top, figure is remark- 
able. The Michigan, with ‘Love Me 
Tonight,’ was disappointing at $27,- 
000 and near to the red. Too smart 
picture for this hokum-loving 
house. George Sidney and Hobart 
Bosworth in person at the Fisher 
drew a few dollars extra with weak 
picture, and wound up with fair 
money. 

Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75). 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and Ted 
Lewis in person. Very nice $35,009 in 
view. Last week ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par) weak at $27,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-75) ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par) (2nd week). Fol- 
lowing Mich. date, took $11,000. 
Last week, personal appearances of 
two Hollywood character actors and 
‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G) were 
mild at £13,500. 

Downtown (2,750; 
‘Em Jail’ (RKO). Nice $12,000. 
Last week ‘Back Street’ (U) got 
$13,000 in its last seven days, very 


15-25-55) ‘Hold 


) big. 


Fox (5,100; 15-25-55). ‘A Passport 
to Heli’ (Fox). So-so $13,000. Last 
week ‘Painted Woman’ (Fox), $14,- 
000, n.s.h. 


af 





Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 

Despite some superlative pictures, 
that have won high praise from 
the local critics, business in the 
downtown film houses remains at 
a noticeably low ebb. 

The Fox is making a strong play 
on ‘Chandu’ but the start was only 
fair, with Smith and Dale, headlin- 
ing the stage show, helping consid- 
erably. Gross on the week may hit 
$18,000 but that will be an optimis- 
tic top. 

The Chevalier picture, ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ got the greatest set of 
notices that have been given to any 
one picture here in the last few 
years and started briskly. Attend- 
ance is fading, however, and it is 
not likely that the film will get 
more than two weeks, with a sharp 
sliding-off the last few days. Con- 
sidering the first week’s gross of 
about $18,500 (less than expected), 
a fair $13,000 may be clocked the 
second week. 

The Earle is stressing that Gil- 
bert and his new wife, Virginia 
Bruce, are in their latest picture, 
‘Downstairs’ but it maybe $16,000 
only, certainly no more. 

‘Horse Feathers’ fell off sharply 
in its second week at the Stanley 
and just passed the $11,000 mark. 
The Stanton has ‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
which may hit $11,000, but no more. 
- ‘The Last Mile’ reached a close 
$17,000, which had generally ad- 
verse notices but which benefited 
by its stage reputation. - 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ (Par). Great notices and 
a swell advance gave this one a 
strong $18,500. Despite drooping ate 
tendance a second week's gross of 
$13,000 is figured. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75) ‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB). Heavily plugged but 
very doubtful if it can stay two 
weeks. Maybe $15,000. Last week, 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) slipped bad- 
ly in second and last week, hardly 
$11,000. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66) ‘Down- 
stairs’ (M-G) and vaude. Nothing 
exciting; maybe $16,000. Last week, 
‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) won atten- 
tion through Charles Laughton, but 
$17,500 was a little less than ex- 
pected. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) ‘Chandu 
the Magician’ (Fox). Looks better 
than some of this house’s recent 
films. Might hit $19,000. Last week 
‘Last Mile’ (W-W), just grazed 
$17,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-75) ‘70,000 
Witnesses’ (Par). Good notices and 
friendly word-of-mouth; ought to 
hit $12,000. Last week, ‘Guilty as 


Hell’ (Par) about $10,000, a little 
disappointing. 
Karliton (1,000; 30-40-55) ‘Horse 


Feathers’ (Par). Moved from Stane- 
ley and should get normal $4,200. 


‘Two Against the World’ (WB) 
around $3,300 last week. 
Arcadia (600; 30-40-55) ‘Skye 


scraper Souls’ (WB). Second run; 
ought to touch $2,400. ‘Red Headed 
Woman’ (M-G) almost $3,000. 











ously reported weekly. 


Comparative Grosses for August 


Total of grosses during August for towns and houscs listed as previ- 
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Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 
CAPITOL Washington Skyscraper Skyscraper (Speak Easily 
High $110,400| Masquerade Souls uls | $63,000 
Low. 16,000 $50,500 $48,000 $50,000 Ben Bernie 
(2d week) Abe Lyman (2d week) Ed Dowling 
Lou Holtz Milton Berle Ben Bernie 
War. William | Lillian Roth 
Bette Davis as lie 
PARA- Rebecca Guilty as Hell| War Corre- _ Devil and 
MOUNT $40,400 $48,300 spondent | the Deep 
High. $95,000} H. Richman | H. Richman $64,500 $41,300 
Low.. 35,700| F. Williams |(Final week) | Geo. Jessel 
Jack Haley __ __ |N._Talmadgée | 
MAYFAIR Tom Brown American American (Hold’Em Jail 
High. $53,800 of Culver Madness Madness $10,100 
Low.. 7,200 $10,000 $14,200 $11,500 
ot. J, Ta aoe (2d _ week) | 
STRAND Jewel Doctor X Doctor X Two Against 
pag $78,860 Robbery $38,000 $18,700 the World 
Low. 8,000 $16,700 (8 days) (2d week) $22,000 
(2d week) 
(6 days) ‘woe 
PALACE What Price Purchase Congorilla | American 
High. $00,000} Hollywood Price $12,000 | Madness 
‘Low.. 00,000 $22,400 $16,700 Bill Robinson! — $17,700 
Kate Smith Kate Smith Revue Olsen and 
Stage Show (2d week) Johnson 
Stage Show 
Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 | Aug. 27 
CHICAGO Rebecca First Year Devil and (Two Against 
High. $71,300 $36,000 $41,000 the Deer | the World 
jLow.. 27,200/ Radio Revue | Stage Show $30,000 | ___ $30,000 
ORIENTAL Skyscraper Downstairs |Guilty as Hell | Jewel 
High. $52,500 Souls $30,000 $30,000 | Robbery 
Low.. 16,000 $28,000 Ted Lewis Ted Lewis $20,000 
Ed Peabody Stage Show (2d week) 
, Stage Show _ Bomet iain. 
STATE- Mystery By Whose Almost American _ 
LAKE Ranch Hand Married Madness 
High. $45,3 $16 000 | $15,000 $15,000 ! $15 500 
Low.. 5,000 | eh ee 
(Continued on page 25) 
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Distribs’ Drastic Freeze-Out 


To Eliminate the 10c Theatres 





War on all-dime theatres is 
starting in earnest. Finding that 
increasing protection, even to the 
extent of 180 days, has done little 
to stem 10-centers, certain of the 
major distributors are set to adopt 
the most drastic freeze-out measure 
ever attempted. This is to refuse 
to seel any product to the dimers. 

Contrary to general impression 
within the trade, industry overseers 
estimate that the dime house trend 
reached its peak three months ago. 
They point out, however, that there 
has been no decline in that peak 
number and estimate that today 
about 6,000 theatres in the U.S. are 
operating a 10c. top admission. 

Only the most serious: kind of 
pressure is expected to reduce the 
present’ dimes’ total. There are 
three major reasons given for the 
ultimate minimizing of the dime 
houses. 

Reasons For Curb 

First, the important distributor 
feels. that his product is being 
cheapened and that there is a 
wrong psychological effect  per- 
manently registered with the public 
that knows the _ best. pictures 
eventually can be seen for two 
nickles. 

Second, important and lesser sub- 
sequent independent runs, as well 
as circuit houses in these classes, 
are so loud and numerous in their 
complaints against dimers to 
branch managers that they are 
speeding up distributor action in 
the anti-dime crusade. 

Third, distributors have found 
that protection terms do not phase 
dimers; that they are willing, in 
many cases on company records, to 
wait a year after a picture has been 
released. 

The subsequent run theatres take 
the stand that, despite difference in 
playing time, there is no reason 
why they should be. charged, say 
$150 for a feature when the same 
picture goes to a dime house for a 
$15 rental. 

First 10-centers to feel the dis- 
trib axe will be those competing 
with theatres charging a reasonable 
admission. The anti-dime war will 
not’ be felt in localities where dime 
houses prevail and where this ad- 
mission doés not cut into what are 
considered legitimate picture prices. 

Girmingham, Sept. 19. 

Exclusive runs are becoming quite 
plentiful in the South and the sec- 
ond run houses are beginning to 
wonder what will become of their 
product, which they have been ac- 
customed *o sélling for 10c. 

The Paramounts at Nashville and 
Montgomery all are advertising that 
pictures playing their houses are 
exclusive runs, Atlanta and Birm- 
ingham are also in on the agree- 
ment. 


‘Men Without Fear’ to Be 
Made Mostly in Mexico 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Universal will make numerous 
sequences of ‘Men Without Fear,’ 
starring Lew Ayres, in Mexico. To 
handle certain details with the gov- 
ernment of the southern republic, 
Tom Kilpatrick, author, left by plane 
for Mexico City last week. 

Tay Garnett, director, flies across 
the border this week, with Ayres 
following in a fortnight. 


REVIVING ‘HAWK’S MATE’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Warners is figuring on salvaging 
‘Hawk's Mate,’ an old First National 
picture, and have writers working 
on a treatmrent. 











Radio Eliminates Parks 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Jackson D. Parks has been elimi- 
nated from the Radio studio pub- 
licity department. 
Sam Holland replaced, starting 
today. 








Associate Pens His Next 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
James K., McGuinness, Columbia 
Associate producer, is writing an 
Original story, ‘Cocktalfl Hour,’ as 
his next picture. No cast or df- 
rector has been get. 





Sandrich to Meg Team 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Mark Sandrich will direct the 
Walter-Catlett-Phtl Harris short 


for Radio. 
No title has been selected for the 
Ben Holmes orig. 


+ 





ideal. 





Serkowich-Par? 


Ben Serkowich may rejoin Pub- 
lix, which he left two years ago to 
take up a traveling advertising- 
operating post with RKO. His con- 
tract with RKO is soon expiring. 
He is free from that organization 
to make other contacts, by mutual 
consent. 

If going back with Publix, Serko- 
wich will attach to the operating 
division in an as yet unworked-out 
capacity. He was with this chain 
eight years and was editor-in-chief 
of ‘Publix Opinion’ when. he left. 

Serkowich has another offer as 
director of public relations on the 
Chicago World's Fair. 





FRIENDLY SUIT BY RKO 
TO REGAIN ROXY NAME 


As the Roxy, New York, gets its 
advertising campaign under way 
this week for a change in name on 


the theatre, RKO is preparing a 
friendly suit against the house to 
compel the theatre to remove the 
name of ‘Roxy.’ Suit comes because 
of refusal of Receiver Harry G. 
Kosch to take off the name as he 
must have the consent of the Federal 
Court before he can agree to make 
a change. 

When Roxy (Rothafel) resigned 
as managing director of the spot to 
go over with RKO, he stipulated 
that his name must be removed 
from the house by Sept. 11. Since 
that agreement was made, however, 
Rothafel courtesied to allow the spot 
to continue its use of the name for 
an indeterminate period. 

The suit is iikely to bring out cer- 
tain interesting legal definitions, 
one of which may be whether the 
directors of the Roxy Theatre Corp. 
had the right to stipulate with 
Rothafel for removal of the ‘Roxy’ 
name. 


Fox Shunts Vis. Educ. 
Pic to Non-Theatre Dist. 


First visual education feature, 
‘The Cry of the World,’ has been 
taken off the Fox 1932-33 release 
schedule and turned over to the 
International Film Foundation for 
non-theatrical distribution. At the 
same time IFF is increasing its pic- 
ture départment with over 30 sub- 
jects. Already International claims 
it has 40 bookings, among which 
are some of the smaller theatres, 
for ‘Cry.’ 

Fox took the feature as an ex- 
periment in the distribution end 
since professional box office return 
was admitted doubtful at the start, 
picture being little more than a 
composite of Fox-Hearst newsreel 
clips. 

International is an off-shoot of 
the visual education department in- 
stituted by Fox during the Harley 
Clark regime and disbanded since 
the entrance of Sidney R. Kent. 

Fox, incidentally, is retaining 
foreign rights to ‘Cry’ having found 
that the picture has made money at 
some of the box offices on the con- 
tinent where it has been spotted. 


‘Imhotep’ Starting, ‘The 
Warning’ Being Readied 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

With Universal's ‘Imhotep,’ based 
on the opening of King Tut’s tomb, 
going into work last week. Phil 
Goldstone is preparing his mummy- 
unveiling story for early produc- 
tion. Yarn, ‘The Warning, was an- 
nounced on the Majestic program 
last month, and is being adapted by 
Louis Greenspan. 

Bramwell Fletcher and Arthur 
Byron have been added to cast of 
‘Imhotep.’ Willie Pogany, assisted 








by his son, John, and Donald Wors- 
ter, are designing the sets. 





Lesser’s Brit. Film 


Sol Lesser’s Principal Distribut- 
ing Corp. has closed for ‘Diamond 
Cut Diamond,’ British film starring 


| 


$100,000 Budget Set 
For ‘Lost Continent’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Budget of $100,000 has been set by 


Frankliyn-Stoner Productions for 
‘The Lost Continent.’ Lost world 
type of picture starts within a 
month 

Miniature stuff of prehistoric | 


animals is being photographed first 
to be fitted into story later. 


Indies in Final 
Move for Peace 
Defers Impasse 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

After several incidents which 
threatened to call off the joint ses- 
sion of the MPTOA and its rival, 
Allied States, 16 leaders of the two 
national exhibitor organizations, in- 
cluding M. A. Lightman and Abram 
Meyers, got together today (Mon.) 
in the Congress hotel. 

Today’s meeting, while termed a 
sparring preliminary, will continue 
throughout the week, providing 
fireworks do not smash the peace 
pipe. 

Late this afternoon Lightman ex- 
pressed hope that the two bodies 
will be able to get together on a 
constructive program. Each group, 


however, has certain views and 
policies which in many respects 
conflict. Concessions, it is con- 


ceded, will have to be made by both 
sides if the confab is to materialize 
into anything. 


Leased Houses Back to 





F-WC in Expansion Move 





Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Expansion policy of Fox West 
Coast includes the taking back of 
picture houses now under lease to 
other operators as quickly as the 
existing agreements terminate. First 
step in this direction is the re-op- 
eration of the Florence, Strand and 
Pasadena, all straight sound, in 
Pasadena. For the past two years 
these houses, originally operated by 
F-WC, have been under lease to 
George Haines. 

Switch back will be made Oct. 1, 
with the three houses operated as a 
part of the Hal Neides district. 


U, Col, Confabs 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 
Coast exchange managers for both 





Universal and Columbia met here | 


over the week end, for sales con- 
ference at which were outlined the 
high points of the new clearance 
and zoning deals for the new sea- 
son's product, and selling policies 
discussed. 

Bill Heineman presided at the U 
confab, with George Naylor con- 
ducting the Columbia meeting. 








RKO’s S. A. 





They're going to have a girl 
hostess in each of the RKO de- 
luxers with girl unsherettes 
replacing the boys in most of 


the spots. First spot for the 
hostess thing is the Albee, 
Brooklyn. The Palace on 


Broadway will be the first big 
spot on RKO to shift to girl 
ushers. 

Usherettes will not be 
spotted everywhere, however, 
owing to conflict with state 
laws in some spots which con- 
dition a six-day week for the 
girls and a maximum working 
week of 44 hours. Under such 
laws RKO micht have to put 
on too many girls to make 
the idea suit the circuit's 
economic ideas. 


NO NEW ERP! DEAL OK’D 
BUT SETTLEMENT MAYBE 


Settlement of the bootleg seat tax 
brought by the Music Publishers 
Potective Association against ERPI 
had not been effected by press time 
Monday (19). Equipment company 
was scheduled to get together with 
the M.P.P.A. last week and bring 
along with it, to the meeting, a 
check for $825,000 in gettlement of 
the publishers’ $1,900.000 claim, but 
the arrangement was put off at the 
last minute by ERPI. 

Electric outfit, however, is fully 
authorized to go ahead with the 
settlement. All picture producers, 
including Warner Brothers, have 
agreed to abide by any deal along 
these lines worked out by ERPI 
Sut few film companies have as 
yet designated ERPI as their agent 
in negotiating a synchronizing con- 
tract to take the place of the one 
that expired Sept. 5. 


'Buck’s Next May Have 
A Story Background 


Courtney Riley Cooper may be 
retained to build a story background 
for a second Frank Buck picture. 
Van Beuren will release through 

















Radio. Title will probably be ‘Wild 
Cargo,’ named after Buck’s second 
book. 


Animal picture, Clyde Elliott, who 
directed ‘Alive,’ will produce for 
Fox, will be done around a romantic 
| story. 


Ruggles, Boland Leads 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Charles Ruggles and Mary Boland 
will have the top spots in Para- 
mount’s ‘As Husbands Go.’ No start- 
ing date or director assigned yet. 
Zoe Atkins is adapting the Rachel 
Crothers play. 











Soviets Schedule 440 Pix, 2d to 
U. S. in World Prod. for 1932-33 





Year 1932-33 will see a new high 


|record of films produced around the 


world. If only a fair percentage of 
the pictures announced come 
through, it will mean a new high, 
with close to 1,500 pictures certain 
to appear, 1,150 of them talkers. 
United States still remains the ace 
film producer around the world. 
Some 700 pictures have been an- 


nounced for production during the 
year, this figure including the an- 


nouncements of all the independents. | 


Of this figure it is estimated in 
the trade that 550 will actually 
emerge including those from the 
better independent companies. 
Second from the point of produc- 
tion is Soviet Russia, with a prom- 
ised 440 films. Of this number only 


| 100 are to be talkers, however, while 


'340 will be silents, with synched 
|}music. Russia prefers making this 
type of film because of probable 


Adolphe Menjou. Film was produced } foreign value. 


by 
Fred Niblo. It was used as a quota | 
picture by Metro in England. 


Capt. Harold Auten agented the | 


Eric Hakim and directed by | 


Germany is third with a pro- 
ducing budget of 150 pictures for 


lthe year, England coming just under 


that on a promised 140 


pictures, | 
}About 90 films will be forthcoming 


|from the French studios and Italy 
has promised 20. 

| $Spain, Jugoslavia, Czechoslovakia 
|and other small European countries 
'are sure to turn in about 50 films, 
and an equal number of features 
will come from China, India, Japan 
and South America, 


1,150 World’s Talkers 


That makes a grand total of 1,490 
| pictures, though a deduction of the 
| 340 Russian silents brings the figure 
| down to 1,150 talkers to be produced 
| for a veritable world babel. 

These figures do not include the 
many dubbed versions and other 
language versions to be made, stick- 
|}ing pretty well to direct shot films, 


|and are also reduced from the realm | 


;of announced product to probable 
| product. 


| Reason that the figure has never | 
| been so high previously is the lan- | 


never 
as 


|guage factor, which has 
entered into film production 


| strongly as it does at present. 


lof the European countries has 
igrown steadily stronger and bolder 
jin production activities, while the 
| United States companies have kept 
pretty much to the same groove as 


before. 


Each | 


4 f + 
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Major Distribs Favor Agreement on 
Dates for Selling Time 


Conformity 


this year's seli- 


Aroused by what 


ing season has brought out, the ma- 


jor distributors are devoting much 


time to thought and discussion of 
accord on a standard date for mer- 
chandising the new season's prod- 
uct. Majority of the heads 
are insisting it is time that they all 
got together to decide when the 
selling period should begin. 

Spread from the spring to nearly 
fall, some companies start out to 
sell before summer is around and 
others wait until as late as Aug. 
15. Most of the large distributors 
are now admitting a solution of the 
condition must be evolved. 

The major distributors have been 
discussing the need for conformity 
on sales season which should not 
start in summer's heat, but as yet 
have formulated no concrete plans 
for submission to the Hay’s office. 
In some quarters discussion is rife, 
but doubt exists that the distribs, 
by themselves, can bring about the 
desired solution of the sales prob- 


sales 


lem, 
On numerous occasions in recent 
years, efforts have been made 


through the Hays office to bring 
about an agreement, but in each 
case one or two companies have 
kicked over the fence. Last effort 
was in the direction of two sales 
seasons during the year, selling 
product only six months ahead at 
a time. 


Drawbacks 
Since that time, however, the 
drawbacks of trying to sell fall, 


winter and spring releases in June 
or July preceding, has brought the 
recalcitrants nearer to reversal of 
ideas and it is now believed some 
progress may be made. 

Felix F. Feist, of Metro, is of the 
opinion that if the distributors 
themselves do not correct the situa- 
tion, the theatres will, ‘Ultimately,’ 
says Feist, ‘the account is going to 
dictate when the selling season 
should occur.’ 

Last year and more particularly 
this summer, the exhibitors have 
demonstrated to distributors the 
folly of trying to sell them product 
in May, June or July. Numerous 
companies sent out their men early, 
later regretting it. 

It is psychologically wrong, main- 
tains Feist and other distributors, 
to sell coming season's pictures dur- 
ing the summer, Agreement seems 
to be quite general among distribs 





that September is the ideal time in 


which to start trying to write busi- 
ness. A few years back no distrib 
though of selling before then, but 
gradually a company here and there 
has figured on getting the jump on 
competitors by getting salesmen to 
the field quickly to pick all the open 
playdates. 

Ned Depinet of Radio and his gen- 
eral sales manager, Jules Levy, are 
both in favor of accord on a selling 
season that isn’t contrary to good 
sales logic, with the exhibitor asked 
to buy in summer heat, his theatre 
or theatres probably closed, money 
tight, etc. 








How? 

‘Question is how to get all the 
companies to agree on a given pe- 
riod as a sales season is the trick,’ 
states Depinet, 

The chain buyer or indie circuit 
is also up against the problem of 
trying to buy film without knowing 
what his policies will be when dis- 
tribs approach him, with the fall 
season a long ways off. 

Hundreds of indie accounts are 
strictly holding off on buys this sea- 
son until as late as they can. Sales- 
men have called on them. some 
transacting no more business than 
to advise account he will have to 
pay higher rental. 

Meanwhile, many exhibitors who 
jare in that position are buying prod- 
|; uct which has been on release for 
|some time but which they avoided, 
lin order to hold out longer on new 
| season's pictures. 





‘ ’ 
‘Hockey P. A. for ‘M.S.G. 

Publix may enlist the aid of Jer- 
sey Jones, publicity representative 
for the New York Rangers, hockey 


team, at the Madison Square Gars- 
den, in handling the campaign on 
‘Madison Square Garden,’ set to 


ir lay the Paramount, N. Y., week of 


Oct. 28. 
Jones is said to have good sports 
ter contacts in York which 


would be desirable. 
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Publix Ad Reels in Minor Spots First, 
Loophole in Hays Ban on Screen Plugs 


Greate: impetus for advertising 
via the theatre screen will 
under Publix’s new contract 
Theatre Service Corp., for wide ex- 
hibition this year of that company’s 
‘Screen Broadcasts,’ a type of ad 
film that has evolved from the use 
of local slides by merchants. 

During the past year Publix has 
used TSC’s ‘Screen Broadcasts’ in 
smaller houses as a more modern 
way of providing advertising privi- 
leges for local merchants, hotels, 
stores, etc. Since then, with re- 
newal contract up with TSC, Publix 
has decided that it will give much 
greater attention and extended ex- 
hibition to these films. 

Out of the local slide proposition 
for TSC during the past year has 
grown the possibility of greatly in- 
creased revenue by support from 
national advertisers, with subse- 
quent tie-ups locally with mer- 
ehants handling whatever national 
product is advertised. 

Thus, Publix is moving closely 
back in the direction of commer- 
cial films as produced by Para- 
mount itself a couple of years ago 
and then killed throughout the in- 
dustry. Indications that the chain 
this season will go in stronger for 
the type of ad films provided by 
TSC, an independent producing- 
promotional concern, has already 
aroused the newspaper publishers, 
from account. It was generally 
agreed that newspaper resentment 
had killed off commercial film in 
theatres two years back. 


Not on Broadway—At First 


New product of TSC will not be 
played in the Broadway or other 
big first run houses of Publix just 
yet, it is said, but that may come 
later. Films are in Technicolor and 
carry a musical accompaniment, 
sound on film. 

National accounts so far include 
Borden’s Milk, Dorothy Arden cos- 
metics and General Electric, dis- 
tributors of Frigidaire and other 
products which carry local dealers 
in most all towns having a chain 
theatre. 

TSC, headed by William Johnson, 
now in New Orleans on an adver- 
tising tie-up deal, makes the con- 
tract with the advertiser, whether 
local or national. Film is then pro- 
vided the theatre by TSC, with Pub- 
lix under its exhibition contract 
with TSC, deriving a percentage of 
the revenue. 

TSC makes up stock shots on com- 
modities, unless something special 
like Frigidaire is called for, and 
then ties up the advertiser. If it’s 
coal, for instance, with uses and 
comforts of that commodity brought 
out in the reel, the advertising 
added is in the way of an insert title 
for the local merchant, ‘Buy your 
coal from Redhot Coal Co.,’ ete. 


Managers’ Instructions 
During the past week Publix has 
issued new instructions to man- 
agers coincident with its desire to 
derive increased revenue from the 
TSC films. It dwells on the neces- 
sity of Publix manager co-opera- 
tion with TSC representatives on 
local tieups and in other ways, de- 
mands display of the ad films as 
an integral part of the theatre pro- 
gram at every regular performance, 
and, among other things, says: 
‘Publix has decided, after a careful 
(Continued on page 44) 


accrue 
with 


Sparks Sparking Up 


EK. J. Sparks, recuperating in 
Asheville, N. C., is showing suffi- 
cient improvement to expect a re- 
turn to operation of the Publix- 
Sparks circuit in Florida in a few 
weeks. 

Sparks, ill for some time, had un- 
dergone two operations. 





BOBBY MAYO LEAVES RADIO 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Bobby Mayo has resigned as as- 
sistant to Fred Schuessler, casting 
director at Radio. 
Berth goes to H. C. Wilkerson, 
formerly information desk man at 
the Central Casting bureau, 


East to Write Novel 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


Quitting Radio as story ideaist 
this week, Adela Rogers tiyland 
goes to New York for a year, to 
work on a novel. 

Eunice Martin. secretary to 
David O. Selznick. sves with her 


fn a similar capacity. 


KANSAS CITY 


«Continued from page 9) 


$4.500. Last week ‘Passport to Hell 
(Fox) $4,400. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) 
95-50)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). After 
dragging through the past several 
yeeks with hardly enough customers 
to pay for the lights, house has 
changed its prices for the winter to 
50 cents top, is giving an exclusive 
showing of ‘Grand Hotel’ and trade 
is flowing back in a stream. Pros- 
pects for a real week’s business at 
$25,000. Last week ‘Robinsen Cru- 
soe’ (UA) fell away last half, $11,900 
poor. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—Congorilla’ (Fox) and_ unit. 
Gave this one same circus publicity 
given ‘Bring ‘Em Back,’ but added 


(4,000; 


a much stronger stage show; will 
get close to $19,000, big. Last week 
‘Okay America’ (U) $23,000, with 


Tex Guinan on stage. 


Newman (Pblix-Dubinsky Broth- 
ers) (1,860; 25-35-50)—‘Successful 


Calamity’ (WB). Not enough Ar- 
liss admirers here to give this one 
much; $7,500 moderate. Last week 
‘Doctor X’ (FN), $6,000. 


Balto. Big and Perks; 
‘Hotel’ Near $19,000; 
‘Shark’ Oke, $17,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 
Business is bustling, each week 
seeing the figures on the gross- 


sheets climbing higher. The sheets 
will show some nifty jumps cur- 
rently, particularly at the run 
houses, where the hotter new prod- 
uct is corralling the coin. 


This goes double in the case of 
‘Grand Hotel’ at the Stanley for its 
popular price run, and for ‘Horse 
Feathers’ at the Keith's, making it 
the second money-making week for 
that house. 


It’s the anniversary, No. 1, at the 
vaudfilm Hippodrome, but there’s 
little excitement in the _ business. 
This is due in large measure to the 
disappointment booking. After hav- 
ing been exploited for weeks, the 
Kate Smith revue dropped out just 
before the bugle blew. Mildred 
Bailey subbed, but not strong at 
the box-office. Picture is ‘Night 
Mayor’ with Lee Tracy, who has 
yet to exhibit box office potentiali- 
ties in this town. Despite the fact 
of performance, he appears to lack 
the essential sex enticement for the 
ladies of this Chesapeake burg. He 
showed weakness the previous week 
in ‘Blessed Event’ at the Stanley, 
where despite the good notices for 
the picture, the box office meandered 


Montreal, Sept. 19. 
Upswing looks like it will be main- 
tained currently, although hot 








weather has returned. His Majesty's 
is again dark, and baseball has vir- 
tually concluded. Cabarets are 
starving. 

‘Horse Feathers’ hit a new high 
for the year with $18,000 at the Pal- 
ace last week, and Arliss, in ‘Suc- 
eessful Calacity,’ while not reach- 
ing that figure, is sure of a class 
following that should gross around 
$13,500 this week. Will Rogers’ pic- 
ture at the Capitol with ‘Congorilla’ 
may see $13,000. this week. Loew's 
has better than usual vaude, and 
Adolphe Menjou still flutters the lo- 
cal flappers, probably giving ‘Bache- 
lor’s Affairs’ an even break around 
$14,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-$1). 
Datk. Last week repeat of ‘Faithful 
Heart’ (British) folded at $5,500. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Success- 
ful Calamity’ (WB). Arliss has a 
following locally and maybe an all 
right $13,500. Last week ‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par) panicked the town 
on $18,000, best in months. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Down to 
Earth’ (Fox) and ‘Congorilla’ (Fox). 
Will Rogers and African wild life 
should turn in about nice $13,000. 
Last week ‘Against the World’ (WB) 


and ‘Crooner’ (WB) did fair at 
$12,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Bach- 
elor’s Affairs’ (Col) and vaude. 


Chance for oke $14,000. Last week 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G) $13,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘War 
Correspondent’ (Col) and ‘Stranger 
in Town’ (WB). Looks good at 
$8,500. ‘Magic Night’ (UA) and 
‘Self-Made Lady’ (UA) last week 
about $7,000. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) 
25-40), ‘Fils d’Amerique’ (French). 
About $2,000. Last week ‘Petite de 
Montparnesse’ (French) $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 25-50), ‘Monsieur, Madame et 
Bibi’ (French). Near $1,700. Last 
week ‘La Fortune’ (French) did 
fairly at $1,750. 


(1,900; 





Studio Placements 


Arthur Hohl, ‘Island Lost Souls,’ 


Blane, ‘Wild Horse Mesa,’ 
Par. 

Sidney Toler, Franklin Pangborn, 
‘Over the Counter,’ Metro. 

Florence Roberts, ‘Second-Hand 
Wives,’ Fox. 
Alexander 
Savage,’ Fox. 
Weldon Heyburn, ‘Ranasa,’ Fox. 

Mitchell Harris, El Brendel, ‘Cross 
Pull,’ Fox. 

Sada Cowan, adaptation and dia- 
log, ‘Lover of Mine,’ Edwin Carewe 
production for World Wide release. 

Nola Luxford, ‘Tron Master,’ 
Allied. 


Alan Dinehart, ‘Lawyer Man,’ WB 


Kirkland, ‘Call Her 





aimlessly. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 35- 
40-55-65-75) ‘Tiger Shark’ (F-N) 
and vaude. Borrah Minevitch head- 
ing the show, and with the Edward 
G. Robinson strength locally, the 
bag should rattle to nice $17,000 
currently. Last week ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par) was good to $16,100. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-50) ‘Night Mayor’ (Col) and 
vaude. Mildred Bailey on stage, not 
strong as Kate Smith sub, and the 
box office looks hardly likely to 
grab more than $8,000, fair, in spite 
of the anniversary bally. Last week 
was also mediocre for ‘Most Dan- 
gerous Game’ (Radio). It appears 
that the lack of a name is an almost 
insurmountable obstacle in Balti- 





more; nearly every picture tnat 
fails to touch high marks evidencing 
the absence of a recognized screen 
| headliner. Gross last week approxi- 
mated $8,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,450; 25- 
30-40) ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). A 
couple of hozannas are in order in 
this house. It’s on the upside after 
having been rolling in the mud 
throughout the summer. Goes into 
a high pole vault to cross $10,000, 
high tide here. Theatre is flatly 
decided to stick to its new Thurs- 
day opening, beating the down to 
the punch by one day. Last week, 
‘Back Street‘ (U) finished an ex- 
cellent fortnight to $4,400 for the 
last seven days. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-40-50) 
‘Chandu’ (Fox). Radio exploitation 
is helping, and maybe $6,000 for the 
week. ‘American Madness’ (Col) 
was brought back last week after 
|} having been previously yanked in 
| the middle of a bank-run in town. 
| That yank hurt matters, and house 
| hardly covered $4,500 for the return 
date. 





= 
Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25-40- 
55-65-75) Grand Hotel’ (M-G). 
Will do $19,000 if it does a nickel. 
In this town they’ve waited for the 
low prices, not many going for the 
'road-show. ‘Blessed Event’ (WB) 
poy hardly fair previously at $12,- 
700, 


Wallace Ford, borrowed from 
Metro for ‘Employees Entrance,’ WB. 
Ginger Rogers, ‘42d Street,’ WB. 
Charlotte Young, ‘The Devil's 
Call,’ Acme. 
Walter Byron, ‘Slightly Married,’ 
Invincible. 

Joan Marsh, ‘Obey the Law,’ Col. 

Barbara Weeks, ‘Sundown Rider,’ 
Buck Jones-Col. 

Frank Sheridan, ‘Obey the Law,’ 
Col. 

William Pauley, ‘Robbers’ Roost,’ 
Fox. 


Spencer Tracy, Marion Burns, 
‘Pier No. 13,’ Fox. 
Leonard Siilman, ‘Goldie,’ Bach- 


man (RKO). 
Dorothy Burgess, ‘The Frisco Kid,’ 
Talmadge. 
Harry Woods, Erville Alderson, 
Sheldon Lewis, John Prince, Blue 
Washington, ‘Haunted Gold,’ Schles- 
singer-Rogell western for Warners. 
Edgar Kennedy, ‘Penguin Pool 
Murder,’ Radio. 
Wladek Zbyszko, ‘Flesh,’ Metro. 
Hugh Herbert, Arthur Hoyt, Nat 
Pendleton, ‘Goldie Get's Along,’ 
Bachman (RKO). 
Harry Sweet, 
Radio comedy. 
Theodore Lodijinsky, 
Wife,’ Radio. 
Shirley Chambers, 
Fame,’ Radio. 


‘Loops My Dear,’ 
‘Man and 


‘Phantom 





? 
Balaban’s Texan OO 
John Balaban left Saturday (17) 
to make an inspection tour of the 


Chicago and Texas houses. In 
Texas, the question of policies, 
stage shows, reopenings, etc. is in 
the air. 


Balaban will be away about two 
weeks. 





Em Jo Bashee Co- Adapts 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Em Jo Bashe, added to Para- 
mount’s writing staff, joins Waldi- 
mar Young and Philip Wylie in 
the adaptation of ‘Island of Lost 
Souls.’ 








Erle Kenton will direct. 


MONTREAL HOLDS PACE, 
$13,500 FOR ‘CALAMITY’ 


by studios. Symbols 
S—Star.) 
COLUMBIA 


‘Plain Clothes Man’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Irving Cummings 
Bud Coleman 
A—Keene Thompson 
Jo Swerling 
C—Teddy Tetzlaff 
Cast— 
Jack Holt 
Lillian Miles 
Walter Connolly 
Arthur Vinton 
Gavin Gordon 
Jack La Rue 
‘Obey the Law’ 
(2nd week) 
D—D. Ross Lederman 
David Selman 


A—Charles Condon 
C—Ben Kline 
Cast— 

Bob Ellis 


George Ernest 
Wm. Collier, Jr. 
Wheeler Oakman 
Robert Ellis 


‘Sundown Rider’ 
(2nd week) 

D—Lambert Hillyer 

Art Black 
A—Jack Neville 

Lambert Hillyer 
C—John Boyle 
Cast— 

suck Jones 

Shirley Grey 

Niles Welch 

Pat O'Malley 

Bradley Page 

Frank LaRue 

Ward Bond 

Wheeler Oakman 

Al Smith 

Ford West 

Harry Todd 

‘No More Orchids’ 

(Ist week) 

D—Walter Lane 
A—Grace Perkins 

Gertrude Purcell 
S—Carole Lombard 


FOX 
‘Walking Down Broadway’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Erich von Stroheim 
A—Dawn. Powell 
Cast— 
James Dunn 
Minna Gombell 
Zasu Pitts 
Boots Mallory 
Terrence Ray 
‘Call Her Savage’ 
(2nd week) 
D—John F. Dillon 
A—tTiffany Thayer 
S—Clara Bow 
Thelma Todd 
Gilbert Roland 
Monroe Owsley 
Willard Robettson 
Estelle Taylor 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
(4th week) 
D—Wm. K. Howard 
A—A. Conan Doyle 
Clive Brook 
Miriam Jordan 
Herbert Mundin 
Ernest Torrence 
Howard Leeds 
Stanley Fields 
Eddie Dillon 
‘Rackety Rax’ 
(4th week) 
D—Alfred Werker 
A—Joel Sayre 
Cast— 
Victor MceLaglen 
Greta Nissen 
Marjorie Beebe 
Stanley Fields 
Arthur Pierson 





Nell O'Day 
Allan Dinehart 
Allen Jenkins 
Vincent Barnett 
‘Jubilo’ 

(4th week) 
D—Jonhn Blystone 
A—Ben Ames Williams 

Wm, Conselman 
Murray Roth 
S—Will Rogers 
Marian Nixon 
Dick Powell 
Frederick Burton 
Louise Beavers 
Douglas Cosgrave 
‘Tess of the Storm 

Country’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Alfred Santell 
A—Grace Miller White 
S—Janet Gaynor 

Charles Farrell 
Dudley Digges 
Evalyn Knapp 

Ed, Pawley 

Geo. Meeker 
Claude Gilling water 
Matty Kemp 

‘Chair Thirteen’ 

(ist week) 
D—Raoul Walsh 
A—AlI Cohn 
S—Joan Bennett 

Ralph Bellamy 
INTERNATIONAL 
(Mayfair) 
‘Her Mad Night’ 

(3rd week) 
D—E. Mason Hopper 
A—John Neville 
Cast— 

Irene Rich 

Conway Tearle 

Kenneth Thompson 

Mary Carlisle 

Wm. Davidson 
‘The 49’ers’ 

(Burton King) 

(2nd week) 


D—J. P. McCarthy 
A—F. McGrew Willis 
Cast— 

Tom Tyler 

Betty Mack 


Al Bridges 
Mildred Rogers 
Fern Emmett 
Gordon Wood 
METRO 
‘Rasputin’ 
(10th week) 
D—Charles Brabin 
John Barrymore 
Ethel Barrymore 
Lionel Barrymore 
Ralph Morgan 
Diana Wynward 
Tad Alexander 
Reginald Barlow 
Louise Closser Hale 
Brandon Hurst 
Cc. Henry Gordon 
‘Mask of Fa Manchno’ 
(ith week) 
D—Charles Vidor 





—Sax Rohmer 


Hollywood Production 


Week of Sept. 19 


are: O—Director, 

S—Boris Karloff 
Chas, Starrett 
Karen Morley 
Myrna Loy 


Lawrence Grant 
Jean Hersho!lt 
David Torrence 
Lewis Stone 
‘Red Dust’ 
(6th week) 
Victor Fleming 
Wilson Tollison 
Clark Gable- 
Jean Harlow 
Mary Astor 
Gene Raymond 
Tully Marshall 
Forrester Harvey 
‘Flesh’ 
(ist week) 
D—John Ford 
S—Wallace Beery 
MONOGRAM 
‘Guilty or Not Guilty’ 
(ist week) 
D—Al Ray 
A—Arthur Hoerl 
Francis Highland 


‘Arizona Bound’ 
(ist week) 
D—Harry Fraser 
A—Wellyn Totman 
PARAMOUNT 
‘Big Broadcast’ 
(12th week) 
D—Frank Tuttle 
A—Wm. Manley 
George Marion, Jr. 
C—George Folsey 
S—Stuart Erwin 
Bing Crosby 
Kate Smith 
Leila Hyams 
Mills Brothers 
Boswell Sisters 
Cab Calloway 
Donald Novis 
Arthur Tracy 
Vincent Lopez 


‘Sign of the Cross’ 
(9th week) 
D-—Cecil B. DeMille 
A—wWilson Barrett 
Waldemar Young 
Sidney Buchman 
C—Karl Struss 
S—None 
Fredric March 
Elissa Landi 
Claudette Colbert 
Charles Laughton 
Tommy Conlon 
Ian Keith 
Richard Alexander 
Joyzelle 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
Arthur Hohl 
Clarence Burton 
Vivian Tobin 
Peggy Watts 
‘Night After Night’ 
(5th week) 
D—Archie Mayo 
A—Louis Bromfield 
Oliver H. P. Garrett 
Vincent Lawrence 
Kathlyn Scola 
C—Ernie Haller 
S—None 
George Raft 
Constance Cummings 
Wynne Gibson 
Mae West 
Alison Skipworth 
Roscoe Karns 


‘No Man of Her Own’ 
(ist week) 
D—Uassigned 
S—Clark Gable- 
Miriam Hopkins 
‘The Bookworm Turns’ 
(ist week) 
D—Lloyd Corrigan 
A--Lloyd Corrigan 
Harlan Thompson 


L>9 


Ray Harris 

Cast 
Stuart Erwin 
Alison Skipworth 


Adrienne Ames 
Gordon Westcott 
Jameson Thomas 
‘Evenings For Sale’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Stuart Walker 


A—R. A. R. Wylie 
Agnes Brand Leahy 
S. K, Lauren 
Cast 
Sari Maritza 
Charlie Ruggles 
Mary Boland 
RADIO 
‘Kong’ 
(24th week) 


D—Merian C. Cooper 
Ernest Schoedsack 
A—Edgar Wallace 
Merian ©, Cooper 
James Creelman 
C—-Eddie Linden 
Cast— 
Fay Wray 
3ruce Cabot 


Robert Armstrong 
Frank Reicher 
Jim Flavin p 
‘Secrets of the French . 
Police’ P 


(jth week) 
D--Edward Sutherland 
A—H. Ashton Wolfe 

Samuel Ornitz 
Robert Trasker 


C—AlI Gilks 

Cast— 
Frank Morgan 
Gwili Andre 
John Warburton 
Gregory Ratoff 


Rochelle Hudson 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ 
(5th week) 


D—John Robertson 
A—Harold Gray 
Sam Mintz 


Winifred Dunn 
Wanda Tuchock 
Tom McNamara 
Cc Jack McKenzie 
Cast— 
Mitzi 
May 
Esuster 
Matt 


Green 
Robson 
Phelps 
Moore 

Kate Lawson 
‘Men of America’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Ralph Ince 
A—Hurmphrey Pearson 
Henry McCarthy 
Samuel Ornitz 
Cast— 
Bill Boyd 
Dorothy Wiison 
Chic Sale 
Henry Armetta 
Aiphonse Ethier 
Fugene Strong 


C—Ira 


A—William A. 
S—Eddie 


C—Richard 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 
A—Author, 


C—Cameraman, 


‘Phantom Fame’ 
(2nd week) 

D—Gregory LaCava 
A Harry Reichenbach 

Bartlett Cormack 

Corey Ford 
(—Bert Glennon 
Cast— 

Lee Gracy 

Lupe Velez 

‘Pengiun Pool Murder’ 


(2nd week) 


D—Geo. Archinbaud 
A—Stuart Palmer 
Willis Goldbeck 
Robt. Benchley 
C-——Henry Gerrard 
Cast— 


Edna May Oliver 
Robert Armstrong 
Donald Cook 
James Gleason 
Mae Clarke 
Clarence H. Wilson 
‘Man and Wife’ 


(2nd week) 
D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—No credits 
(—Eddie Cronjager 
Cast— E 
Irene Dunne 
Charles Bickford 
Gwili Andre 
Eric Linden 
Christian Rub 
Leila Bennett 


‘Animal Kingdom’ 


(ist week) 
D—Edw. H. Griffith 
A-— Philip Barry 

Horace Jackson 

Cast— 

Ann Harding 

Leslie Howard 

William Gargan 

Karen Morley 

Neil Hamilton 

lika Chase 

Henry Stephenson 
UNIVERSAL 

‘Ss. O,. S. Iceberg’ 

(16th week) 
D—Dr. Arnold Fanck 
A-—-Lt. Comm, Frank Wead 

Dr. Arnold Fanck 
C—Hans Schneeberger 
Cast— 

Gibson Gowland 

Leni Reinfenstahl 

Sepp Rist 

Ernst Udet 

‘Nagana’ 

(ist week) 
D—Ernst I, Frank 
A—Dale Van Every 

Don Ryan 
S—Tala Birell 

Melvyn Douglas 

Onslow Stephens 


‘Imhotep’ 


(ist week) 


D—Carl Freund 


A—Richard Schayer 


Nina Wilcox Putnam 
John Balderston 


Cast— 


Boris Karloff 
Zita Johann 
David Manners 
Arthur Byron 
‘Manhattan Towers’ 
(Remington) 
(3rd week) 
D-—Frank Strayer 
Morgan 
A—David Hemstead 


Norman Houston 
Cast— 

Mary Brian 

Irene Rich 

James Hall 

Hale Hamiltor 

Noel Francis 

Billy Dooley 


Wade Boteler 

Clay Clement 

Jed Prouty 

Nydia Westerman 
TIFFANY 

‘Tombstone Canyon’ 

(World Wide) 

(Ist week) 


D—Alan James 

A—FEarl Snell 

S—Ken Maynard 
UNITED ARTISTS 
‘Kid from Spain’ 


(8th week) 
D—Leo McCarey 
McGuire 
Cantor 
I.yda Roberti 
Ruth Hall 
John Miljan 
Robert Young 
Stanley Fields 
‘I Have Been Faithful’ 
(jth week) 
D—King Vidor 
A—H. M. Harwood 
Robert Gore Brown 
Francis Marion 
Ronald Colman 
Kay Francis 
Henry Stephenson 
Phyllis Barry 
Florine McKinney 
WARNER-FN 
‘You Said a Mouthful’ 


(3rd week) 
D—Lloyd Bacon 
A—W. B. Dover 

Robert Lord 

Bolten Mallory 
Towers 
Joe E. Brown 
Ginger Rogers 
Preston Foster 
Arthur Byren 
Shelia 
Ralph 
Oscar Atl 
Walter Walker 
Edwin Maxwell 


Harry Gribbon 
Mia Marvin 
Richard Tucker 
Wm. Burress 
Harry Seymour 
James Eagles 
Anthony Lord 
Bert Morehause 
Nat Pendleter 
Fartna 


‘Lawyer Man 
(2nd week) 

D—Wm. Dieterle 
A—Wilson Mizner 

Rian James 

Tames Sey ou 
Ss Willian t'¢ 

foan Blendae 
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Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Sydney, Aug. 18. 

From Victoria comes the story 
that certain members of the Vic- 
torian Exhibitors’ Association de- 
cided to ban the picture ‘Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow’ (Par), despite the 
fact that the picture had beer re- 
leased for exhibition by the Com- 
monwealth Film Censor. 

The picture was withdrawn from 
every theatre in the State, and from 
all Hoyt theatres. The Chief Secre- 
tary told a deputation that a de- 
partmental inspector had reported 
the picture was objectionable. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ was 
shown all over New South Wales 
and other States of Australia and 
met with general approval. 





Recent developments strongly 
point to the fact that British pro- 
ducers are making a strong bid to 
capture the Australian market. 

Alan Williamson, representative 
of Gaumont-Gainsborough, stated 
that as the result of a centraliza- 
tion scheme already achieved, a pro- 
duction quota of 30 or 40 pictures 
per year had been arranged. Wil- 
liamson said he felt sure that the 
next year would see British pictures 
at the top of the ‘tree in Australia 
and New Zealand. 

F. W. Thring, managing director 
and producer of Efftee Films, will 
soon take a trip to England to nego- 
tiate for the marketing of his firm’s 
products in that country. Whilst in 
England, Mr. Thring will endeavor 
to interest leading producers in the 
making of pictures in Australia on 
a co-operative basis. It is reported 
that both Gaumont-Gainsborough 
and British Dominion Films, Ltd., 
are interested in the idea. 

British pictures have been booked 
lately by Hoyts, Greater Union, and 
the Fullers. ‘Sunshine Susie,’ ‘Blue 
Danube’ and ‘Sally in Our Alley’ 
have all enjoyed extended seasons. 


Williamson-Tait recently brought 
suit against British Dominions 
Films, Ltd., seeking to restrain de- 
fendants from showing the picture 
‘On Arrival’ in Australia. W-T 
claimed Australian rights to the 
play, and asked for damages for al- 
leged infringement. 

Justice Macfarlane decided that 
British Dominion Films had not in- 
fringed on the right of W-T to pro- 
duce Lonsdale’s. play by living 
actors. 





Business is still very brisk with 
the majority of Sydney houses. ‘Bit- 
ter Sweet’ goes into 50th perform- 
ance this week for W-T. Opera 
season success in Melbourne. Dame 
Sybil Thorndike opens Sydney with 
‘Saint Joan’ and rep. 


‘Whistling in the Dark’ did a 
quick flop in Sydney, and ‘The 
Patsy’ (revival) will follow. ‘Au- 


tumn Crocus’ will open in Melbourne 
s00n, as also will ‘Dr. Pygmalion.’ 
Jack Russell and his revue okay in 
Melbourne. 

In the picture field current hits 
fnclude ‘Blue Danube’ (7th week), 
‘This Is the Night’ (5th week), ‘On 
Our Selection’ (2d week), ‘Arrow- 
Smith’ (3d week) ‘Letty Lynton‘ 
(4th week), ‘Wet Parade,’ ‘Woman 
in Room 13,’ ‘Sunshine _ Susie,’ 
‘Arent’s We All,” ‘The Man Who 
Played Gee: and * ‘Alias the Doctor.’ 


G-B MEN FAIL IN TRY 
FOR U BRITISH SALE 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Unable to put over a deal with 
Universal whereby Gaumont would 
take over the release of U product 
in England, Maurice Ostrer and 
William Gell, Gaumont execs from 
London, and Arthur Lee, American 
representative, left Friday (16) for 


New York. 
Trio #pent two weeks here and 
had held several conferences with 


€arl Laemmle. 





Three More Off Foreign 
Versions at MG Studio 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Metro this week dropped another 
director and two more writers from 
its foreign production force. 


Megger is Arthur Robison, who Soviet attempts to film American 
directed several German pictures | life have never yet been successful. 
and one domestic. Recently fF has | This Negro episode is only the lat- 
been supervising dialog on synes|est in a chain. The picture ‘Pros- 
in German language. Writers are|perity’ recently completed, dealing 
Maurice Lauzin. French, and Marie | with the American economic crisis, | 
Antinore, Italian is not so bad in some ways Its | 

Lauzin, at Metro two years, is | chief defect is that it doesn’t in| 
being forced to return to France| the slightest resemble America The | 
because of the zovernment’s re- | producers seem to have garnered | 
fusal to further extend his :mmi- | their local color from Pravda edi- | 
gration permit. } torials. 











Can. Performing Rights 
Test Case Due for Trial 


Ottawa, Sept. 19. 

The copyright test case in Canada 
in which the Canadian Performing 
Rights Society is suing William 
Brady of the Madison theatre for 
damages for alleged breach of the 
Copyright Act of Canada, is slated 
for early hearing. The society com- 
plains that Brady played a picture 
in which the incidental music was 
‘Little White Lies,’ and it claims 
to have control of this composition 
in Canada. 

If the society is successful in this 
action, all exhibitors in Canada may 
be required to take out licenses on 
a seat-tax basis for copyright 
privilege. 





22 Harlem Boys Left 
Flat in Russia; Negro 
Film Epic Is Ditched 


By EUGENE LYONS 
Moscow, Sept. 1. 

Twenty-two Harlemites ranging 
in shade from light tan to ebony 
black are in a boil of indignation 
in the Soviet capital. The great 
Negro film epic in which they were 
to star has been suddenly and 
mysteriously called off, the well- 
advertised ‘Black and White,’ 
ing the American Negro problem 


from the African jungles to modern 
eruditions. 

The Negroes andertook the trip 
to Russia—paying their own fares, 
too—for the cause. They under- 
took it, moreover, against the voci- 
ferous advice of less radical Negro 
circles. The whole enterprise was 
conducted in the broad limelight of 
a Negro press discussion. The col- 
lapse of the business is therefore 
a blow that has staggered most of 
them. 

Official explanation, offered by 
the Mezhrapomfilm company which 
was to produce the picture, is that 
technical troubles caused the aban- 
donment of the project. The scen- 
ario, they say, was bad beyond hope 
of repairs; the necessary actors 
were not available; the Negro types 
drawn out of Harlem did not fit 
into the proletarian setting planned 
for the film. 

But Moscow is full of doubting 
Thomases. The story got around 
that certain Americans sojourning 
in Russia had hinted to the proper 
officials that the projected film 
would hurt American feelings and 
therefore interfere with the chances 
of recognition. 

The interests of the world revolu- 
tion were thus pitted squarely 
against the immediate political in- 
terests of the Soviet government. 
The latter won out. 

A militant minority of four 
Negroes—one of them, McNairy 
Lewis, a member of the Communist 
Party—decided to protest. They 
did, in a document as sizzling as 
any of those the Communists them- 
selves produce. Besides Lewis the 
signatories were Theodore Posten, 
Henry Lee Moon and L. O. Al- 
berger. Posten and Moon are news- 
papermen. 


trac- 


This foursome squarely accused 
the Russians of ‘sabotaging the 
world revolution,’ of having ‘be- 


trayed the trust of 12,000;000 Ameri- 
can Negroes’ for the sake of ‘poli- 
tical expediency.’ They said that 
the Communists, like the Christian 
church, the Socialists and the Fas- 
cists, were buckling under to race 
prejudice. 

Needless to say, the Soviet news- 
papers have said not a word of all 


this. There was lots of publicity 
for the starting of the film but 
none for its abandonment. The 


same four have now carried their 
case to Joseph Stalin the virtual 
ruler of this country, in a letter. 
They are at this writing waiting 
for an answer. 


U. S. Sponsored, Mexican 
Made Film Is a Smash 


Mexico City, Sept. 15. 
Current local cinema smash is 
‘Alma Mexicana’ (‘Mexican Soul’) 
at Cine Olimpia, Par’s show win- 
dow here. Picture is all-Mexican 
and features Alicia Ortiz and Don- 
ald Reid. 


Theme is exposition of 


duced in Mexico by Mrs. Juliet Bar- 
ret Rublee of Washington, D. C., 
wife of a former attache of 
American embassy here. 

Mrs. Rublee is said to have spent 


$30,000 producing the picture 


world the beauties 
its romantic traditions. 


N. Y. EXHIB PRODUCING 


J. R. Whitney has started work 
on a Hungarian talker to be made 
entirely in New York. Film will 
be entitled ‘Marcsa in Amerika’ and 
will have a cast including Irene 
Biller and Ilona Thury, both Hun- 
garian stage names currently in 
New York. Leading man will be 
an American actor yet to be se- 
lected, story having to do with the 
visit in New York of a Hungarian 
girl. 

Whitney is owner of the 72nd St. 
Playhouse, New York and expects 
to export his picture to Hungary 
as well as roadshow it in the United 
States. It'll be the first direct shot 
Hungarian talker to be seen here. 





Ufa, BIP Cutting Into 
U. S. Far East Trade 


Shanghai, Aug. 19. 
During the past year pictures in 
this territory were divided about as 
follows: American 60%, Chinese 
2%, French 3%, British 2%, 
Japanese 0.3% and Russian 0.1%. 


Considered certain, however, that 
the entire table will be revised 
within the next 12 months, so that 


the countries will rank American, 
Chinese, German, British. 

Associated British Picture Co. 
has just concluded a contract with 
Gaumont British for distribution of 
all the G-B product here, and Ufa 
has signed a 100% product deal 
with International Films. 

Certain to mean that the product 
of those two companies will be 
materially boosted locally, meaning 
that the two countries represen:ed 
will gain local prominence. 





fortitude | 


of the Mexican people during the | 
revolutionary period which lasted 
nearly 20 years. Picture was pro- 


the | 


London, Sept. 19. 

United Artists has closed for the | 

| Dominion Theatre as a West End | 
showcase. Deal is only temporary, 


_.. | several other 
with | 
the object of making known to the|! 
of Mexico and) 


TALKER IN HUNGARIAN 





Pudovkin Leader of 


Film Regime, 





U. A. Leases Dominion, 
London, as Show Case 


being for three months. 

Understood U. A. has its eyes on 
houses and may even- 
zo in for two West End thea- 
Recent product deals with 
Columbia and British and Domin- 
ions give United Artists about 50 
pictures Or more a year, in which 


tually 
tres. 


are included at least a dozen pic- 
tures firured able to stand runs. 
Therefore the need of more than 


one house 





Patriotic Forger of 
Hungary Turns Up as 
Angel of Picture Co. 


Budapest, Sept. 8. 
‘Souls in Storm,’ Hungarian indie 
picture now being shot at Tihany 
in four language versions, has for 
production manager and_ backer 
Imre Nadosy, one-time chief of na- 
tional police force and head of ro- 
mantic frane forgery plot which 
created a stir six years ago. 
Nadosy, then highest police au- 
thority in this country, and his ac- 
complices figured that by forging 
enormous quantities of French franc 
notes they would ruin the value of 
French currency, France being held 
as at the bottom of Hungary's post- 
war national misfortunes. 
Plotters had no selfish 
scheme being inspired by 


objects, 
madcap 


patriotism. The forged notes, pre- 
pared in a governmental printings 
plant, were perfect, and two ex- 


officers who tried to pass them in 
Amsterdam were only pinched be- 
cause they omitted to insert the 
marks of pins by which packets of 


French notes are always. held to- 
gether. 

Threatening diplomatic conflict 
blew over, but plotters, among 


whom were a prince, several aristo- 
crats, churchmen and_ politicians, 
were convicted. Nadosy served a 
three years’ term of prison. 
Romantic criminal now blossoms 
out as film producer and is on 
friendliest terms with French actors 
and actresses employed in picture, 
which is to be released in Paris 
with the title ‘Coeurs Dans l'Orage.’ 





South Africa 


By H. Hanson 


PARIS REPRESENTATIVE, 55 








Capetown, Aug. 15. 

No tntiprovemont in business. 

Optimists express opinions that 
there are signs of the depression 
lifting, but nothing definite so far. 

Apparently the South African 
office of Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer 
takes the optimistic view, as busi- 
ness is good with them. South 
African managing director Carl J. 
Sonin says he has placed some ex- 
cellent orders over here, but the 
duty of three pence per foot on films 
has now 124% added to it, and this, 
he considers, is a powerful obstacle 
to business. 

Charles Raymond arrives in Sep- 
tember to take over the manage- 
ment of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer new 
cinema in Johannesburg. 


The tragic death of Howard 
Glover, scenic artist for African 
Theatres, caused by a fall in Johan- 
nesburg, aroused a sensation when 
his son, Desmond, was arrested and 
committed for trial on a charge of 
culpable homicide, it being alleged 
he pushed his father, who fell and 
struck his head. The Attorney- 
General has now decided not to 
prosecute Desmond, who goes free. 

The Government Public Service 
Department has issued a circular 
disapproving of public servants 
playing in orchestras or acting as 
comedians, etc., in a music hall dur- 
ing their term of office. This has 
been done through complaints made 
by bona-fide musicians and artists 
out of work. 


Johannesburg is turning purist 
The Customs Department has noti- 





fied booksellers and news agents 
that all photos of naked figures, 
unless they are of natives, are 
banned. The ban does not apply to 
nudist magazines. Well-known 
ciety papers and illustrated week- 
are to be scrutinized for ‘un- 
pictures. The Customs have 


lies 
chaste’ 


( f 





so- | 


| schools; 





marked for special attention Ameri- 
can and English physical culture | 
journals, which will undergo a 
stringent censorship. 


| 
| 
ies: | | 
Looks like listeners-in are fed up | 
with the African Broadcasting Com- | 
pany and lukewarm promises to im- 
prove their station. Petitions are | 
being signed for the Postmaster- | 
General either to call upon the Afri- 
can Broadcasting Company to pro- 
vide better service or permit an in- 
dependent enterprise. Wireless deal- 
ers complain that with the poor sta- 
tion outfit they cannot do trade with 
cheaper sets, while the more expen- 
sive sets are rejected in the present 
bad times. 

Schlesinger still closing down 
cinemas and dismissing managers. 














Calcutta Film Trade 
Goes to Lowest Ebb 


Calcutta, Aug. 16. 
are unbe- 
business of 


the | 


India 
show 


Conditions In 
lievably bad for 
all kinds. Only live shows in 
country are a six-piece concert | 
group working regimental theatres; 
a conjuror and his wife working in 
the Grant Anderson com- 
playing Shakespeare in Indian | 


pany 


theatres and Rex Storey, Rose Lee, 
Len Mantell and four girls in a/| 
sort of revue at whatever theatres 
they can find that are not skow- | 
Ing pictures 

Only film houses here doing any- 
ithing to speak of are the Globe 
| showing Metro films; the Madan 
with Fox pictures and the New 
Empire with in issortment of 
(mited Artists and Fox 


Rue Nollet 


S. PARIS, Marenadet 72-914 


New Russian 


Old Clique Ousted 


Moscow Sept l 


Vsevelod director »f 


‘Last 


Pudovkin, 


Petersbure’” and 


Ame 


president ff a 


Days of St 


other pictures known to ‘rica 


has been chosen 


newly formed Association of Cinema 
Workers. The new organization re- 
places a former association restrict- 


ed to ‘proletarian’ producers and 


actors only. Like its corresponding 
proletarian groups in the other arts, 


this was dissolved at the instance 


of the Communist party. 

In years of undisputed control of 
the arts the so-called proletarians 
became a little oligarchy which 
issued ukases and stepped on other 
people's work without doing any- 
thing brilliant itself. End of their 
reign has brought some fresh air 
into the cinema world here, as in 
the theatre and other art domains. 

International Crop 

Pudovkin himself is very opti- 
mistic about the outlook for the new 
cinema year. Personally, he is put- 
ting the finishing touches on his 
film, ‘Deserter,’ for early release. It 
is one of a crop of ‘international’ 
pictures made last year. He tells 
the story of a German who deserts 
his fellow workers. By accident he 
is employed on a ship which goes to 
the Soviet Union. There he sees 
the progress of socialist society, ts 
sold on the idea and returns home 
to rejoin the radical labor move- 
ment. The theme does not sound 
too thrilling in outline, but Pudov- 
kin’s experimental genius may be 
depended on to put it over. 

Even greater expectations are 
held out for ‘Ivan,’ directed by’a 
gifted Ukranian named Dovzhenko. 
This Dovzhenko has to his credit 
one of the best things Russia has 
produced in a decade—the film 
‘Earth,’ which was suppressed here 
fo political reasons, but was recog- 
nized as a fine piece of work all the 


same. ‘Ivan,’ unlike ‘Earth,’ will be 
a sound film. 
Nikolai Batalov, the Moscow Art 


Theatre actor, who played the role 
of teacher and leader in ‘Ticket to 
Life,” which wor attention in New 
York, plays the lead in a new pic- 
ture, ‘The Horizon,’ by Léo Kule- 
shov. N. Ekk is at work on a color 
sound film tentatively titled ‘Woman 
of the Soviet Union.’ 

Sergei Eisenstein, back from 
Mexico with a grudge against Upton 
Sinclair and the vaguest notion of 
what will happen to his unedited 
film, is striking out along new lines 
with his first comedy. Taking his 
cue from a recent change in politi- 


cal tone in favor of more human 
ind less propagandist films, he des 


‘ided to take a plunge into laughter. 
He mobilized a leading scenario 
writer, Victor Shklovsky, to work 
with him, and Nikolai Erdman, 
playwright, has undertaken to do 
the dialog. 


COL CHILLS ON COAST 
PRODUCED FORFIGNS 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Columbia is cold on local foreign 
production, despite it has been con- 
templating a program of direct-shot 
Spanish pictures for some time. Un- 
settled condition of the foreign mar- 
ket has seared the studio off. 

Company will continue to super- 


impose Portugese, Dutch and Span- 
ish titles on films, and an occasional 
Chinese job, but no others, until 
quota and tariff laws have been 


modified, and a higher exchange rate 
prevails on tereign money 


Alaskan Show Biz 


Seattle, Sept. 19 

Eric Paulson, who manages ‘the 
Capital, Juneau, the swellest Use 
in Alaska, seating 1,200, reports 
that Capt. Lathrop, Fairbanks, 
Alaska, showman, has just been 
|} appointed by Gov. Parks, of Alaska, 
ito the board of regents of the Uni- 
versity of Alaska. 

Only one organist is working in 
Alaska theatre show, Don Adler, at 
the Empress, Fairbanks Houses get 
95e general admish 

Bob Bender 2x-l’ox West Coast 

W .div met making gooc as 
-ditor rf the Alaska l!mpire.,’” 
laily paper in Juneau 
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| LAST MAN 


Columbia production and release featuring 
Charles Bickford and Constance Cummings. 


Directed by Howard Higgins. Story by 
Keene Thompson. Dialog by Francis Fara- 
asst. dir. Benjamin 


goh, Sam Nelson, 
Kline, camera. Glen Rominger, sound. 
Gene Havlick, editor. At the Fox theatre, 
Brooklyn, one week, commencing Sept. 16. 
Running time, 65 mins. 
Bannister. ..cccceccces eeseee Charles Bickford 
(Marian....... eececess- Constance Cummings 
Mr. Wingate. .ccccececess-Alec B. Francis 
Marsden....... sececececcessss+-Alan Roscoe 
English Charlie. .o+cecssceess-- Robert Ellis 
NV on-Le-Ton...cceccccccecesss- Jimmy Wang 
Eeyptian SPY. ccccccccsceeee. Johnny Eberts 
DDS. . .ccccccscccesecccoonss Dill Williams 
Halborn eeeeseescesee ec cvccoccess+- Al Smith 
Captain (Ballentyne) ....cccessse++Hal Price 
Virst Mate (Ballentyne).........Kit Guard 
Capt. (Blencoe)......... eccoees- Ed Le Saint 
First Mate (Glencoe).........Jack Carlisle 
Second Mate (Ballentyne)...George McGrill 
eeoreeee cecccccccecc ec JACK Richardson 
Swede Sallor....scccecceesss--Bill Sundholm 
Bob St. Angelo 


DOr ccececceeseeesessesoeess 


Columbia has spent plenty of 
money and time on this picture, but 
fails to register the expected hit be- 


cause the story is lacking real ap- 
peal. It is involved and occasionally 
implausible. There is no real grip 
to the plot, so the feature becomes 
merely a handsomely made produc- 
tion of a spectacle spoiled by the 
trite development of an unconvinc- 
ing story. Probably the spectacular 
side will get it over below the de 
juxe rating, but it misses being a 
smash hit. 

Story starts with the denouement 
to obtain an arresting opening and 
then goes back to relate the narra- 
tive; a device which works well here 
since it gives the only concrete ap- 
peal. A freighter is seen through 
the fog approaching an apparent 
derelict. Boarding the latter the 
crew find 12 dead men and a luna- 
fic, the latter vehemently protesting 
that he had been tried by a jury of 
his peers and acquitted. The dead 
sen are, of course, the jury to his 
crazed imagination, but this is not 
made clearly apparent. 

Further search reveals a girl and 
a man, the latter wounded, but not 
dangerously. He tells the story of 
a crooked shipowner who wrecks 
his craft for the insurance on hulls 
and freight. The narrator is a de- 
tective for the insurance company. 
He finds that the owner (Wingate) 
has been working with the Port Said 
agent of the insurers (Marsden) to 
defraud the company. The detective 
arranged a shipment of supposed 
gold, which the conspirators planned 
to land on an island before sinking 
the craft. Knowledge of the plans 
started a mutiny between two 
cliques in the crew and all were 
killed but the detective, Wingate 
and the latter’s daughter. 

The opening scenes sound a 
strong keynote, but the story drops 
to a minor key when the narrative 
commences. There are long se- 

uences showing the activity of the 

detective set chiefly in a dive, smat- 
terings of a growing love interest 
between him and the girl, which 
never gets very marked, and a long 
series of walk-through scenes in 
Port Said which give local color but 
hamper the development of the 
thread of the story. It might have 
helped had more time been given 
to the relation of the ‘plot and less 
to the introduction of color which 
is expensive beyond any possible re- 
turn. 
__ Charles Bickford is good as the 
detective and Alec B. Francis ig re- 
markably able as the crooked ship 
owner, while Constance Cummings 
oes the little assigned her compe- 
tently but not brilliantly. The others 
are all well cast, but are unable to 
gain the required interest because 
of the lack of substance to their 
roles. The direction concerns itself 
too much with the pictorial side to 
get out what little suspense the 
story contains. With better writing 
this would have been a big grosser. 
As it stands it’s a picture rather 
than a play. Chic. 


NIGHT OF JUNE 13 


_ Paramount production and release, 
rected by Stephen Roberts. Long cast of 
standard names but no star. Story by Vera 
eee. Adaptation by Agnes Brand 
Leahy, Brian Marlow and William Slavens 





Di- 


McNutt. Camera, Harry Fischbeck. At 
the Paramount, New York, Sept. 17, Run- 
ning time, 76 minutes. 

POET, dune Vitus sndaccaeed Clive Brook 
rig. Sk .  ereoer Lila Lee 
Philo Strawn...... eeeeeee+-Charlie Ruggles 
Herbert BPO s ovecesees »».-Gene Raymond 
Ginger Blake........ cedbeoo'ces Frances Dee 
Mazie Strawn...... Svcceve +...Mary Boland 
Elna SU) 60S00s 640006 --...Adrianne Allen 
Grandpop Strawn........Charley Grapewin 
Martha Blake..... +e+..-Helen Jerome Eddy 
Junior Strawn....... 000 6aRess oes Billy Butts 
Mr. Morrow........ eooesee- Edward Le<aint 
Mrs. Morrow..... ade cveneedesal Helen Ware 
GN Vee<skss0aceeoe 6640060060 Richard Carle 





Problem play trickily worked out 

4S a comedy-drama, and one that 
Sustains interest in spite of being 
Overboard on footage. No outstand- 
ing marquee name to draw, but a 
solid cast of personalities, raising 
the interesting issue of the potential 
draw of group strength as against 
powerful star billing. 
_ On merit the picture will build 
where mouth-to-mouth has a chance 
to operate and in all respects is a 
thoroughly interesting and work- 
manlike class product. 

Strength of the story is that it 
presents extremely human people 
engaged mostly upon commonplaces 
that become interesting because the 
characters are flesh and blood. First 
half of the footage is slow and quiet 
as it lays a solid foundation of char- 





acter and atmosphere for the little 
world of one street in a middle-class 
suburb. A neurasthenic wife builds 
up a tragedy in the self-imagined 
infidelity of her husband with the 
perfectly innocent girl next door. 
She commits suicide, and the hus- 
band, to save the girl, allows him- 
self to go to trial for murder. First 
makes the least absorbing chapter. 

Story comes to life with a bang 
at the trial, where the people of the 
community, all well enough inten- 
tioned creatures, practically convict 
the innocent man by their testi- 
mony, partly waspish inference of 
small-minded people, and partly to 
conceal their own trivial misdeeds, 
give distorted testimony that bit by 
bit nudges the victim toward the 
gallows. 

Character here is sketched with 
shrewd and telling strokes of the 
pen, character that is mostly petty 
and sometimes a little mean, but in- 
tensely real. Teamwork of a varsity 
cast of troupers conspires with nice 
writing and fine direction to produce 
a notable composite. 

The whole case against the hus- 
band is broken down when the girl 
herself in all frankness explains just 
what did happen, and a situation 
that suggested tragic consequences 
dissolves into a comedy denouement. 
On the way there are touches of 
keen social satire and maybe a 
casual spoof at the majesty of the 
law. Certainly the whole thing is a 
grand jape at smug, prosperous 
middle-class suburbia. 

Out of a fascinating gallery of 
portraits there stand two creations 
of special note. One is the volup- 
tuously graphic figure of a buxom 
suburban mama done with an in- 
spired sense of caricature by Mary 
Boland, and the other is a comedy 
character old man contributed by 
Charley Grapewin — that same 
Grapewin of hallowed memory. 

Helen Ware does a companion 
piece to the Boland role, this dra- 
matic veteran turning to comedy 
with real trouper facility. Adrianne 
Allen, English newcomer, does ex- 
tremely well with the trying role of 
the wife with the green-eyed hallu- 
cinations, while Clive Brook plays 
the distressed suburban husband in 
his usual English gentleman style. 
He fits in fairly well, but why the 
choice fell upon him is a puzzle. 
Lila Lee and Frances Dee contrib- 
ute two engaging young people, 
playing with sure touch that marks 
all their work, and for once Charlie 
Ruggles is relegated to the back- 
ground as a humdrum commuter 
husband with small chance for nis 
dry humor to register. 

Production is rich in effective 
slants. Capital sequence was that 
in which it was sought to convey 
the way sentiment in a dumbbell 
community reacts to a murder 
charge made against a neighbor. 
There is a swift succession of fleet- 
ing shots which illuminate local 
public feeling: Two men exchange 
a few words in the local speakeasy; 
commuters on the 6:10 swap ideas; 
a housewife makes her comment 
over the gas range. They all know 
the accused and always respected 
him; but they all believe him guilty, 
and the series of flashes are vivid 
in character. 

Comedy garnishing and character 
revealment are what make the pic- 
ture long, but these are the ele- 
ments that give it distinction, and 
there is no footage wasted. The em- 
bellishments are worth the time, for 
once. Rush, 


DYNAMITE DENNY 


Like production and Mayfair release. Di- 
rected by Frank Strayer from the story and 
continuity by Scott Darling. Jules 
Cronjager, camera. Byron Robinson, editor. 
Cc. B. Mills, sound. Vernon Keays, pro. 
megr.; Arthur S. Black, asst. dir. Cast: 
Jay Wilsey, Bianche Mehaffey, Wm. V. 
Mong, Walter Perry, Matthew Betz, Fern 
Emmett. At Loew’s New York theatre, 
one day, Sept. 13, as one half of a double 
bill. Running time, 52 mins. 


Strictly a pattern railroad story 
which will find its greater useful- 
ness on double bills or as soloist in 
the C houses. Might get along on 
some B programs, but won't mean 
anything. 

The old story of the brave young 
engineer who sticks during a strike 
and gets tossed out by the union to 
land a better job. The chairman of 
the board does a Haroun al Raschid, 


disguising himself as a boomer, or 
itinerant fireman, to feel the temper 
of the men. Though long the presi- 
dent of the road, no one seems to 
recognize him. Hero befriends him 
— gets the girl and a yardmaster’s 
ob. 

Punch has the president knocked 
out and alone on a runaway engine 
with the hero giving chase in an- 
other. Nothing new to this angle 
and no effort made to alter it. They 
won't start to clap and cheer until 
it reaches the dime houses. 

Jay Wilsey and Blanche Mehaffey 
are the youthful pair and William 
V. Mong the disguised president. He 
acts right out and lets you see he 
is acting. Never once is convinc- 
ing. Best work is done by Mat- 
thew Betz in the bit part of a strike 
agitator. At least he’s natural. 

Photography often good. Sound 
uncertain. Bad in the exterior shots 
and in some interiors. Just 52 min- 
utes of killed time, 








PENSION SCHOELLER 


(‘Schoeller Boarding House’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs 

Hegewald production. George Schneider 
release in U. S. Direction Georg Jacoby: 
scenario, Walter Wasserman and Walter 
Schlee from a stage play by W. Jacoby 
and Carl Laufs; music and lyrics Fried- 
rich Hollander and Kurt Schwabach; 
camera, George Muschner and Willy Win- 
terstein. At the 72nd St. Playhouse, N. 
Y., on grind, as half of double feature, 
week Sept. 17. Running time 95 Mins. 


Philipp Klapproth............ Jacob Tiedtke 
WIS ccccccccccce ececceese Josephine Dora 
Dh -acothiben caadbe «+-Truus van Aalten 


Dr. Alfred Kiapproth......Paul Heidemann 
Ernst Kissling.......«...Kurt Vespermann 
Direktor Scholler ..cccseeses+Paul Henkels 


Frau Pfeiffer eccccccccccsecs+-ise Reval 
Friedel ...... ee eeeeeeesessscene Elga Brink 
Bernhardy ...ssescsesesessVictor de Kowa 
SE évnedesces cccccceces - Fritz Kampers 


rober 
Fraulein Kruger.... +-Hedwig Wangel 


TalIngS cocccccees oe--..-Fritz Schulz 
DE. seee900ceee e+-Trude Berliner 


Burgermeister . Aes ee--Karl Geppert 









Good chance was lost here. It 
could have been a swell satire, or 
a very good comedy. It happens to 
be a mediocre farce. It ought to 


do fairly well at strictly Teuton box 
offices, but will cause no stir any- 
where else. 

Taken from a quite successful 
German stage play, it must have 
been ruined in the transition. Be- 
cause the idea is an ingenious one. 
Starts in the banal manner with the 
spendthrift city student who is 
milking his country uncle allegedly 
for education but actually for 
amusement. Uncle comes to the city 
and son has to work quick so takes 
him to a boarding house, though tell- 
ing uncle it’s a sanitarium for crazy 
people that he wants to purchase. 
Inmates are not actually crazy, but 
one of them meets uncle and wants 
to tell him about his ambitions as 
an actor. Another is an old lady 
who wants to find a suitor for her 
daughter's hand. A third is a lady 
who's interested in complexes and 
psychology and wants to analyze 
everyone she meets. They’re typi- 
cal boarding house folks, but the 
uncle having been told they're crazy 
can easily believe they are when 
talking to them. 

Handled delicately this could 
have been very good fun, but the 
director here couldn’t make up his 
mind whether he was doing comedy, 
farce or something else. So he lets 
all the boarding house people over- 
do, overact, overemphasize their 
fetishes and ends up with a Key- 
stone comedy chase which is en- 
tirely off key with the rest of the 
picture. 

Truus Van Aalten, Jacob Tiedtke, 
Paul Henkels, Fritz Kampers, Fritz 
Schulz and Trude Berliner in the 
cast are all attractive names, which 
may help. Sound was very bad 
when caught, but possibly due to 
poor reproduction. Kavuf. 


THOSE WE LOVE 


KBS production and World Wide release 
from the stage play by S: K. Lauren and 
George Abbott. Features Mary Astor, Ken- 
neth McKenna and Lilyan Tashman, Screen 
play by F. Hugh Herbert. Directed by 
Robert Florey. Arthur Edeson, camera. 
Supervision editor, Martin G. Cohn; editor, 
Lose Loewinger; Ralph De Lacey, art; Val 






Burton, music. At Loew's New York the- 
atre, one day, Sept. 18. Running time, 72 
mins. 

ON PPPUTT ere Pecceccssececes Mary Astor 
BWOG . .cccccese ooceeeseesenneth MacKenna 
Valerie....0.. eee eeee Lilyan Tashman 
Blake...ceeees ecccecssveoess.- Hale Hamilton 
Ricky....ceece ccecccecennses ROG. |OnleD 
Bert Parker...ccccccccccesseees Earle Foxe 
Jake..... COeoceceesere «e+-Forrester Harvey 
Bertha...cesssees cceceseoececs Vite Gale 
OS Se eae peSepeces Pat O'Malley 
Be, SEARC caves sccccece REGS cede Harvey Clark 
Mrs. Henry Abbott......Cecil Cunningham 
RUNING 6 03 Ce 60s0.0 ce eooess- Edwin Maxwell 





Too spotty to get the attention of 
the top runs, but an often good pro- 
duction with a compelling finish 
that will catch the women by the 
throat. Done from the stage play, 
it frequently has the advantage of 
the play’s dialog. For the rest it is 
carried over by the human touch 
of the story and the good work of 
most of the players. Just a pro- 
grammer, but it can single in the 
lower half of the A section and do 
well in the family patronage houses. 

Based on the familiar theme of the 
married vamp who loses out to the 
other wife’s level headedness, but 
intelligently developed by the orig- 
inal authors and not maltreated by 
the scenarist where he has to cut 
loose from the playscript for picture 
purposes. Once or twice the injec- 
tion of .gomedy relief gives some 
pretty terrible moments, but these 
are mercifully few, and against that 
there is the fine climax in which 
the 13-year-old son of the protag- 
onists scents domesti¢ trouble and 
demands a showdown with the 
father bravely making a _ clean 
breast of his one lapse, as much for 
the sake of his own self respect as 
for that of the son. 

This last sequence would atone 
for more faults than are found in 
the early action, and here Tommy 
Conlon shares the honors with Mary 
Astor and Kenneth MacKenna. He 
is natural and convincing, with 
never the suggestion of the boy 
wonder. He's real boy and he does 
much to hold up the well written 
scene.- There are other bits where 
a combination of poor dialog and 
not always good direction sink him 
somewhat, but he is there for the 
finish. 

Mary Astor, who does not always 


get the best of the lighting, mays | 
the wife delicately and her sensi- 
tive appreciation of the big mo- 
ments does much for the play. Mac- 
Kenna gets fewer chances, but 
makes the most of these, and there | 
are a number of bits admirably | 
played, notably the Blake of Hale 
Hamilton, Forrester Harvey as a 
Swede janitor, and Edwin Maxwell 
as a publisher. Lilyan Tashman, 
third of the featured players, seems 
to have been over directed as the 
vamp. The part is played with too 
much stress and with an entire lack 
of subtle shading. She even goes 
south on costume, for her last dress 
is about the ugliest thing she has 
ever worn in a picture. 

The production is well made, the 
settings satisfying, and the lighting 
good. Slightly overboard on the 
opening Armistice event, but it cost 
money to make this and they prob- 
ably wanted to get their money's 
worth. The photography is almost 
uniformly good, and the sound a 
fair average, though off once or 
twice. Chic. 


BEYOND THE ROCKIES 


David Selznick production and Radio re- 
lease, starring Tom Keene. Associate pro- 
ducer, Harry Joe Brown. Fred 
Allen. Story by John P. McCarthy. Adap- 
tation by Oliver Drake. Dialog by Bennett 
Cohen. Asst. director, Dave Lewis. Ted 
McCord, camera. Carroll Clark, art. R. E. 
Tyler, sound. Wm. Clemmens, editor. Cast: 


Director, 


Rochelle Hudson, Marie Weils, Ernie 
Adams, Julian Rivero, Hank Bell, Tom 
London, Wm. Welsh, Ted Adams. At 


Loew's New York theatre, one day, Sept. 
13, as one half of a double bill, Running 
time, 55 mins. 





Basically this is the same old law 
officer parading as a bad man to 
catch the cattle rustlers. But the 
seedy old plot has been jazzed up 
into something better than the base 
would suggest. As it stands it’s a 
better than average western and 
should please wherever they like the 
cow and canter cantatas. 


Tom Keene comes on the scene 
with three reckless companions, ap- 
parently on mischief bent. They 
chase another bunch off an attempt- 
ed stage coach robbery, but in spite 
of this they meet but a cold wel- 
come when they follow the stage 
into town. They get a job on a 
ranch and fight an opposition out- 
fit, eventually getting the goods on 
the buxom Marie Wells who runs 
a ranch as a base for rustling. 
That's one of the kinks. The boss 
villain is a woman and not a man, 
and an attractive woman, at that. 

Keene makes a likable lead, and 
gets ample support from Julian Riv- 
ero, as one of his pals. There are 
times when the comedy threatens to 
cut the star out, but he doesn’t go 
under. Ernie Adams, as another 
side kick, also helps along. Ro- 
chelle Hudson is the heroine, but 
that means nothing in a western. 

There is one good fist fight along 
about the middle, but in place of 
the usual finish there is a fight over 
the cows which the rustlers are at- 
tempting to get over the border. 
Keene and his men mili them and 
head them back home. Some of 
these scenes suffer from indistinct 
photography, but there is enough 
good stuff here to carry it over. 
In other places there is some fine 
photography which is decidedly out 
of the ordinary. Script well devel- 
oped and directed for the fullest 
effect. It is a sprightly and swift 
moving story and not merely me- 
chanical repetition. ' 


VANISHING FRONTIER 


Darmour production released by 
Directed by Phil Rosen. Story 
Stuart Anthony. At 








Larry 
Paramount. 
and screen play by 


Loew's New York one day, Sept. 16. Run- 
ning time, 65 mins. 

Kirby Tornell.......... Johnny Mack Brown 
CRORE Winhleldiceciscccccccws Evalyn Knapp 
. 2.” eae ee Zasu Pitts 








Wo OO dak dads b Sh bee 0 eneéue Raymond Hatton 
PROPOR: 66s sndscbeceh J. Farrell MacDonald 
Captain Kearney....... Wallace MacDonald 
Lucien Winfield Ben Alexander 
General Winfield.............George Irving 
DolorGh: diss 65004 6a 5360 ¥edeaoe: Jcyselle 





Although slightly better mounted, 
this type of material from Para- 
mount is of an independent order 
of a few years back. ‘Vanishing’ is 
all right for the lesser admission 
houses, changing more than twice 


a week. There is plenty of night 
riding. Nary a fist, however, is 
swung. 


Johnny Mack Brown attempts a 
cavalier of the Spanish order in his 
interpretation of Kirby Tornell, a 
type of polished bandit chief who 
plays a piano and rides away with 
the enemy's beautiful daughter. 
There are times when Brown, both 
in voice and mannerism, does a 
perfect Maurice Chevalier. 

Tornell types are passe on the 
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(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Sept. 9 
Julius Hagen production released through 
W. & F. Film Service. Directed by Maurice 
Elvey Star, Ivor Novello. In cast: Elizae 
} beth Allan, A. W. Baskcomb and others. 
Running time, 85 mins. Previewed Hippoe 
jrome, London, Sept. 8. 
‘The Lodger,’ from the novel by 


Mrs. Belloc Lowndes, was made as a 
silent some years ago. The talkie 
scenario is by Miles Mander and 
Paul Rotha. 

Over and over again we are of- 
fered evidence that they can make 
pictures in England, and the only 
point for discussion on this subject 
is why they do not make them 
oftener. When a really good one 
is made here there’s always a rea- 
son. In this instance it is Julius 
Hagen, the producer, and Ivor No- 
vello, who is starred, and who has 
had American experience. 

Despite its subject of ‘Jack the 
Ripper,’ this is an eerie, absorbing 
story without being morbid—at least 
it has been so prepared and pro- 
duced as to eliminate the suggestion 
of ghoulishness. 

Running parallel with the narra- 
tion of the frightful murders of a 
homicidal maniac is a sweet love 
story, gentle and poetic. Novello 
plays a sensitive musician with a 
sorrow so great he is unable to con- 
fide in anyone, not even the girl he 
loves, and who tells him she would 
believe anything he told her. Novello 
is an arresting personality, which 
photographs romantically. Since the 
advent of the talkers he has proved 
a much finer actor than when he 
appeared in the silents. His char- 
acterization of a dreamy musician 
was relatively easy for him, inas- 
much as he is a composer and in- 
strumentalist. 

Love scenes were ably supported 
by Elizabeth Allan, whose depic- 
tion of a working girl carried off her 
feet by a romantic, soulful musician 
was a fine piece of acting. 

A. W. SBaskcomb, principally 
known to West-Enders as an elderly 
lisping, half-witted character come- 
dian, proved with the performance 
in this picture that he is an all- 
round actor, and can secure laughs 
without the lisp, and without being 
idiotic. x 

Barbara Everest also gave an ex- 
cellent performance as the mother 
of the girl, and there were half a 
dozen others worth mentioning. 

Maurice Elvey’s work was all that 
could be desired in the matter of di- 
rection; the production is artistic, 
without being ostentatious; photog- 
raphy generally good, but lacking 
distinction, with the recording gen- 
erally effective. 

‘The Lodger’ is a candidate for 
American exhibition. Slightly cut, 
to give just a little more speed for 
the development of the plot, would 
enhance its value. Jolo. 


GAMIN DE PARIS 
(‘Paris Urchin’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Sept. 8. 

Consortium Cinematographique Francaise 
production and release. Directed by Gaston 
Roudes. From the play by MM. Bayard 
and Vanderbuch. Made in Eclair Epinay 
studios. Recorded Klangfilm. Running 
time, 80 mins. Aubert Palace, Paris, Sep- 
tember 6. Cast includes Georges Mauloy 
and Arielle. 





Film is worth mentioning for two 
reasons. Total cost is below $16,000, 
creating a new low in French full- 
length features, and is now bcing 
even beaten in some coming re- 
leases, such as Darbor producticns, 
about to release a $14,090 full- 
length. Even if the production is 
bad—as is the case—it cannot fail 
to make money. The second point 
is that one of the players—Arielle—~ 
a young piatinum blonde, who has 
also acted on the stage as under- 
study to Renee Devillers, is worth 
a test. Photography makes her 
look somewhat like Brigette Heim, 
but slimmer. 

Film direction and technique. in- 
cluding photo and lighting, are so 
bad that film just makes a test de- 
sirable, but is not a real one. 

Story is that of a war orphan, 
whose sister had been seduced by a 
general's son, getting the old man 
to okay the marriage of the lovers. 

Treatment in all respects is ter- 
rible, and except for Arielle and 
Georges Mauloy—veteran picture 
actor who does the general—acting 
is in keeping with the techniauc. 

Mavi. 





GOONA-GOONA 


(‘Love Powder’) 

















screen. This hero vanquishes armies 
after tying up captains to trees and 
subduing generals. The whole thing | 
iS SO exaggerated it doesn’t register, | 
even as a fable. Story goes to the 
extreme of having the bandit the | 
honor guest at an army post mas- | 
querade. | 
_ Soldiers in this are strictly the 
tin type. They can’t fall fast enough | 
when Tornell and his men appear. | 
Even the general's daughter, played | 
by Evalyn Knapp, totters before the | 
suave killer-lover,. 


With a cast such as is lined up | 
for this, and with the facilities at | 
the producer's disposal, there is no 
reason for luke warm production | 


such as this release, Waly. | 


ito have 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Produced by Andre Roosevelt and Armand 
Denis. Released in U. S. through First 
Division. At the Cameo, N. Y., beginning 


Sept. 16 time, 65 mins. Native 


Balinese 


Running 
cast. 


‘Goona-Goona’ is essentially for 
the subsequent run theatres. Houses 
| with odd policies, formerly known 


|as arties, should be able to retain it 
| profitably for a week. Everything, 
however, depends upon individual 
exploitation, 

Abroad as “The Kriss’ the picture 
is reported to have made money and 


extensive runs, 
There it was the first feature-length 
(Continued on page 55) 
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VARIETY 


For making the “Night of June 13th” 
an outstanding production in Para- 
mount’s 1932 schedule — Stephen 
Roberts has been assigned the direc- 
tion of “Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ — 
which is to be produced on a roadshow 
basis. Congratulations, Mr. Roberts, 
for a masterful job — well done! 


with CLIVE BROOK, LILA LEE 
2 9 CHARLIE RUGGLES, GENE RAYMOND 
FRANCES DEE, MARY BOLAND 


Cricture 
DIRECTED BY 


ADRIANNE ALLEN steentn vosters 
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EXPLOITATION + - -+ By Epes W. Sargent 
Works Slowly Xmas Is Coming Billboard Work 
Christmas is coming. Seems to With the coming of cooler weather 


Some time ago it was suggested 
that a row of wide chairs might be 
installed for the comfort of persons 
who were not able to fit loosely into 
the standard seats. 


One manager recently reported 
that the sturft went over, but not for 
a couple of months. He started the 
idea off with a bang, but so much 
interest was manifested in the voccu- 
pants of those seats that really fat 
persons, who would be most apt to 
enjoy the added comfort, were shy 
about occupying them. They were 
not taking up room that was re- 
quired during the summer, so the 
manager let them stay in. Gradually 
the seats, which were sold for a 
dime more than the regulars, came 
to be occupied, until now he sells 
about two-thirds of them most 
nights and all of them when the 
house is full. Scheme works so well 
that he is figuring on a second row. 


If you tried the stunt and it was 
not an immediate click, this may 
be the answer. The gag dates back 
to around the middle ’90’s, when 
Neil Burgess put them in the Star 
theatre, N. Y. About the same time 
Proctor’s 23d St. had divans, seat- 
ing two, which were great for the 
spooners. Unlike the fat seats, 
these saved space, since the arm 
space was saved on each double 
space. 

Taper Off 

Wise managers are tapering off 
from the give-away stunts. Figure 
that the new product and the re- 
turning prosperity no longer make 
it imperative to toss in prize pack- 
ages. But they are tapering and not 
shutting down cold. 

For the past couple of years busi- 
ness has been built with all sorts 
of extravagant gifts, and it is going 
to be difficult to cut them off at 
short notice. The average manager 
feels tempted to, but the wise ones 
are planning to space the splurges 
a little farther apart, gradually 
widening the gap until they are 
practicaly out. 

To help they are reframing the 
stunts. They take out one idea and 
put in another, changing again be- 
fore the second becomes too firmly 
established. One house which was 
giving out new cars at intervals is 
going to used cars, and in this di- 
vision is now down to Chevs, with 
the Fords to come later, After that 
there will be none. 

It is the same way with other 
stunts. Trade give-aways will be 
smaller and smaller until they reach 
the vanishing point. 


Ready for Lloyd 


Release of the Harold Lloyd com- 
edy will probably mean a rush to 
the laughing record which was first 
used to promote his comedies, but 
which has come into general use 
since then. One man in a town 
where the shopping district is only 
Seven blocks long has arragned to 
wire a loudspeaker in at least one 
spot in each block to be fed from 
the theatre with the laugh mixture 
during showing times. 

Police have assured him that it is 
ali right with them, but warn they 
may have to act on a complaint, 
but the exhib figures that even if he 
has to muffle the stunt after a day 
he'll still be off to a flying start 
before formal complaint can be 
entered. 

‘Louaspeakers are to be borrowed 
and the wire will be returned to the 
electrician, with payment made for 
such wire as has been rendered 
useless to him. This involves only 
the short lengths, and cost will not 
be very large. All to be worked from 
the same record, as a lack of syn- 
throny would raise too much din, 


Dead Now 


It’s a dead stunt for some time to 
come now, but one New Hampshire 
manager capitalized the eclipse with 
the offer of a double pass for the 
best photograph of the recent 
eclipse, with singles to all who 
turned in a recognizable print. 





He got about 20, which he dis- 
played in the lobby, with proper 
credits under each one, and the 


frame attracted so much attention 
that the local photographer asked 
permission to repeat the showing 
in his windows following the theatre 
showing. 

Most managers apparently re- 
garded the eclipse as a total loss, 
but in this one instance it worked. 


Billing Reviews 

Early reviews on pictures, usually 
critiques on film caught at previews 
in California, are to be reprinted on 
certain pictures playing Publix 
houses, 

Reproductions, on good quality 
heavy paper, can be tacked up for 
lobby display in advance of pic- 
ture’s playdate. 

Fd Olmstead, special 
man on Metro pictures 
levised the review ide. 


advertising 
in Publix, 


Cheering "Em Up 


Warner theatres are tying 
with local newspapers for a 
condensation of business and 
manufacturing news appearing 
in these dailies, feature being 
screened under the title ‘Sun- 
shine News.’ 

Paragraphs which deal with 
improvement in the industrial 
field, are prepared by the edi- 
torial department. 

In Syracuse, N. Y., Loew’s 
State pastes commercial good 
news bulletins, supplied by the 
dailies of that city on a lobby 
board. 














Percentage Sales 


Trying to make a dicker for a 
percentage sale with a church or- 
ranization, a manager found his 
prospects reluctant to enter a deal, 
though they were badly in need of 
the money. Through the under- 
ground he found that some of the 
officers of the club feared they 
would be gypped on the split, as 
had happened some time _ before 
when the house was under another 
management. 

He reopened the negotiations with 
a new proposition. He would sup- 
ply them with tickets calling for a 
40c. admission for only 30c., with 
the understanding that the organ- 
ization sold these tickets for 10c. 
each. They retained all ticket sales. 
It was pointed out that many per- 
sons would buy the tickets for 10c. 
and not use them, in which case 
the society had its dime. 

Idea was promptly snapped up, 
the tickets being good only from 
Monday to Friday of an indicated 
week. About 900 were sold with 
just over 800 coming in to the box 
office. Society made an extra $10, 
but the manager figured that he got 
that back in sales to people who 
bought for the society and then 
spent the rest of the money to real- 
ize on the dime investment. 





Carnival Gag 


One lobby gag was developed 
from an old carnival stunt by a 
manager who believes in keeping 
his lobby lively. Back of the ticket 
office he set a barrel with a dia- 
mond-shaped hole slightly larger 
than a baseball, This was placed 
six feet back of a barrier, with a 
small boy to pick up the balls. 

Anyone who bought a ticket had 
one chance to toss a_ baseball 
through the hole. If he did, his ad- 
mission, less tax, was refunded. He 
figured on paying off about one in 
20 but the average was much 
smaller, even when he moved the 
barrier in a little. Gag worked for 
a week and he is saving the barrel 
to use some other time. 


Just to get all he could, the back- 
ground and the barrel itself was 
painted up for the following show, 

Plenty of people stopped just to 
look on, but it seemed so easy that 
some bought tickets just to try their 
skill. 

Hot Stuff 

Mayfair, N. Y., which started the 
marquee display craze with ‘Bring 
‘Em Back,’ gets another stunner 
with a volcano for ‘Bird of Para- 
dise.. Houge is on a corner with 
both sides covered with a tropical 
landscape. At the corner is a vol- 
cano some 30 feet tall with chiffon 
flames which are illuminated at 
night with a decidedly realistic ef- 
fect. Vivid enough to bring them 
over from the ‘right’ side of B'’way, 
half a block away. 

Idea is within reach of the smaller 
theatres on a scale to suit the pocket 
book. Volcano can be’ built up with 
roofing paper over wire netting on 
a framework, and then painted to 
suit. Transparent material should 
be set in around the top to indicate 
lava streams. Chiffon is red and 
yellow and when lighted from below, 
with the chiffon blown up by a fan, 
the effect will get them anywhere. 





Changed Names 


Manager who got tired of the 
usual watermelon, pie and ice cream 
eating contests figured a new one. 
Advertised a spinach-eating con- 
test with the usual prizes and an 
appeal to the parents to come and 
see their offspring eat spinach and 
like it. 

Spinach was made into a puree 
and a measured half-pint placed in 
each soup pate. As usual the boys 
had their hands tied behind them 
and the plate had to be licked clean 
and no fair slopping it over onto 
the table. Each plate was placed on 
a square of white paper, and any 
spinach 6n the paper disqualified 
the contestant. 

Made more of a hit than the usual 
contests, and can stand repeat 


be a long way off yet, but it is a 
good time to start getting ready. 
One way is to start something be- 
fore Thanksgiving that will hold 
their interest past the holiday sea- 
son. One idea is to start one or 
more dramatic clubs composed of 
well-known local young people who 
will produce one-act plays once a 
week or two nights a week, if your 
clientele is sufficiently large. You 
cannot get interest in December. 
The trick is to get them interested 
in October and hold their interest 
when the slump comes. If it is pos- 
sible to form two or more clubs, or 
to split one club into two producing 
sections, a rivalry can be estab- 
lished which will be of material 
help. Rooters will come,to the per- 
formances of their favorites. They 
will also want to come to see how 
the rivals compare. Set the award 
for week after Xmas and you can 
hold_an increasing interest as the 
slump period approaches. 


If you have a cooking school— 
and you should—make a special 
drive on candies and cookies and 
cakes for the five weeks before, pos- 
sibly enlisting the local confectioner 
to supplement the teacher supplied 
by the gas company. 


Get in on the kid club with sug- 
gestions on presents which can be 
made by the members, with prac- 
tical demonstrations. For this those 
dealers who handle crepe paper, 
fabrics, perhaps even tools, will 
supply demonstrators. The big idea 
is to get them saying on instead of 
letting them drop off and then try- 
ing to coax them back. 


Parading Prosperity 

Nabe management is planning a 
prosperity parade for the early part 
of October. Will be confined to 
children under 16, with prizes for 
the best floats carrying out the idea 
of the return of prosperity. Floats 
are to be toy express wagons or 
home-made carts, and there is no 
premium on costliness. To the con- 
trary, the management, wanting to 
remain solid with the parents, 
stresses the fact that originality 
will count for more than mere 
show. 

Only rules are that the floats 
must have been made by the kids 
themselves, with adult supervision, 
if desired, but not adult help, and 
there must be no political angle. 
Prizes are for originality, tasteful- 
ness and comedy, with two prizes in 
each class. Girls may enter doll 
perambulators instead ‘of express 
wagons, if desired, but this is op- 
tional. They can come into the 
wagon competition if they so desire. 

Exhib figures that constant talk 
at home will help the parental state 
of mind, which may find reflection 
in the form of more dimes for shows. 
Similar parades in the past, gener- 
ally on circus pictures, have been 
put over in a big way. 


New Control 


Control idea, in which number of 
tickets given ig determined by the 
number of a particular letter or 
card given out, got a new angle after 
a local drive for a crowd. 

Theatre advertised that on a spec- 
ified date a bomb of confetti would 
be exploded from the roof of a busi- 
ness block. All who got a set of 
biue, red, yellow, green and white 
drew a ticket. About a peck of 
confetti was tossed off the roof, but 
there were only 100 green paper 
flakes, and these were cut from 
safety paper to avoid duplication. 

Gag had several hundred children 
searching the street for several 
hours, with only 37 complete sets 
coming in for redemption. Just a 
variant on the balloon tossing and 
similar stunts, but it keeps them 
busy much longer and, because of 
novelty, it’s a better ad. 


Quintet Splits Prize 
Los Angeles. 

Circuit-wide contest for the most 
effective lobby display, prepared at 
a minimum cost, staged by Fox 
West Coast for a single week’s ef- 
fort, resulted in a five-way tie for 
the first award. George Sharp, 
Wilson, Fresno; Lew Clarke, Dome, 
Ocean Park; A. M. Miller, Fox State, 
Oakland; Garey Carr, Granada, On- 
tario, all in California, and Jim 
Clenmer, 5th Avenue, Seattle, split 
the prize, each getting $35. 


Heated Igloo 


Manager who was counting on its 
staying hot through September had 
a nice 10-foot cutout igloo facing up 
and down the street for ‘Igloo.’ 

Looked like a lot of money until 
the playdate, when the weather sud- 
denly went cold and the ice didn’t 
look so hot. Manager sensed the 
situation on jis way downtown and 
shortly after he got there the igloos 
blossomed out with large signs ad- 
vertising ‘steam-heated apartments.’ 

Got a laugh and saved the day at 











the b. o. 


Real Dutch Uncle 


Winnipeg, Sept. 19. 

John Fiddes of the College 
theatre here is a real dutch 
uncle to all the kids in the 
neighborhood of his theatre. 

Fiddes organizes baseball 
and football leagues in their 
seasons, teams being picked 
out of all attenders of 
the Saturday afternoon shows 
at the College, and they all 
play off for a cup which is put 
up by the management for the 
championship of what is known 
as ‘Uncle John's League.’ 











Straw Votes 

Exhibitors are pretty generally 
agreed as to the wisdom of keeping 
out of national politics, but there is 
no bar up against straw votes. To 
the contrary, it can often be used to 
advantage. Have a cheap ballot 
printed up with the names of the 
candidates, provide a supply of pen- 
cils (with strings), where the ballots 
may be marked, and give one to 
each patron for a day or a week, 


If the latter, post the results of 
the poll daily. It may encourage 
loyal partisans to buy in again and 
swell the vote or try to overcome a 
lead. Get the daily papers inter- 
ested, and play it up like a circus. 
Might even pay to advertise in ad- 
vance with transparencies such as 
they use in political parades. 


It would not hurt to stage a bi- 
partisan political rally the night 
before election. Put it on after the 
last show, with the house open to 
all, but those in the seats permitted 
to retain them, if they desire. Give 
each side a chance to make three 
10-minute speeches each, and hold 
the watch on them. Run off some 
cartoons or comedies between 
speeches, and if you are going to 
receive the election returns, that’s 
the chance to sell the announcement. 

Don’t play politics, but play for 
the politicians, giving an even break 
to all. 





Fought for a Flag 


With school opening, a theatre 
management hung up a flag for a 
prize to the grade school bringing 
in the largest attendance the second 
week school was open. Three 
schools competed. 


Each was given cards which car- 
ried the name of the school and de- 
tails of the offer. These were given 
the children to distribute, with the 
understanding that each card turned 
in with a paid ticket would count as 
one vote for that school. Manager 
permitted one girl from each schocl 
to stand in the lobby to supply more 
cards where additional tickets were 
bought, and to act as checks on the 
balloting. 

It had a fair effect on the attend- 
ance during the week, but the man- 
ager was shooting higher than that. 
He figured that the approach of the 
children would bring the house to 
the minds of returned vacationicts 
and establish contact through the 
season. Children contacted practi- 
cally everyone in that section, per- 
forming a service which could not 
have been bought in any other way. 


A Long Bridge 

Appealing to the bridge craze, an 
exhib has announced a 10 weeks’ 
bridge contest open to all. Session 
will be held each Wednesday morn- 
ing for 10 weeks, which will bring 
the contest to a close just before 
Xmas, There will be about a dozen 
prizes for the largest total scores 
for the series, with small prizes for 
each session, but only three of these 
—a first and second and the booby. 

Games open at 11, with the show 
starting at one. There will be an 
hour and a half of play, with half 
an hour for a light lunch, which the 
house will promote from various 
grocers, who will supply tea and 
coffee, small cakes and sandwiches 
made from filling it is desired to 
promote by sample. 

All who attend pay the regular 
matinee admission, and are free to 
remain for the performance if they 
desire. Figured that once the wom- 
en start coming they will keep on. 
Two girls will keep the scores and 
all scores will be counted, not 
merely those of the day’s winners. 
Argued that a small score this week 
may be offset by a larger one the 
next time, which will keep the con- 
testants interested. Score is kept 
by the theatre and also on cards 














which are to be obtained at the first 
game as entry blanks. 


Flower Fiesta 
Seattle. 
Orpheum promoted a_ leading 
florist firm to bank the lobby with 
flowers and to give a flower to each 
woman attending the theatre the} 
opening day. Packed them in with} 
practically no cost to the house i 





and better grosses, there are indicae 
tions that managers are giving more 
thought to billboard campaigns. 
For a time it was*argued that bill- 
boards did not pay, largely because 


there had to be some economies. 
This seemed to be the most obvi- 
ously easy. Word came from the 
home offices to lay off billboards, 


and this form of advertising took a 
black eye. 

A posted bill is worth while only 
when the cost of the board plus the 
cage used is more than offset by 
he value of the ticket sales. It is 
not merely a mathematical formula 
that a board can sell so many tick- 
ets and that ten boards should sell 
ten times as many. The location of 
the board is of greater importance 
than its cost. And the value of lo- 
cation is determined in part by the 
character of the offering. 

It stands to reason that a board 
for a cheap melodramatic play can- 
not sell well in the finer residential 
sections unless the board must be 
passed by other than residents, and 
of the class who go for melodrama 
in a big way. Similarly it would be 
absurd to advertise a picture like 
‘The Guardsman’ or ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ in the slum section. Since it 
is not possible, as a rule, to select 
the stands each week, the wise 
course is to select such stands as 
will appeal to those who will best 
patronize the type of play most fre- 
quently booked, remembering thata 
cheap location may be the most ex- 
pensive considering the number of 
possible patrons reached, If boards 
are contracted, they should be se- 
lected only after a most careful sure 
vey of their possibilities. 


Local Prints 

One of the best lobby pulls is a 
showing of prints of local happen- 
ings, provided that these can be 
gotten quickly. Prints should be 
not less than 5x7 inches and the 
sooner they can be gotten into the 
frames, the _ better. People will 
drop in daily to look at the hot 
news and throng the place when 
some unusual event happens. 

It may be necessary to contact 
some amateur with a proper sized 
camera, but in some spots the local 
professional contributes the prints 
in return for a credit card and an- 
nouncement that duplicate prints 
may be ordered. Photog also has a 
scurce of revenue in the sale of 
prints to a large city daily where 
the house is located in a small 
town, . 

Some developing papers permit @ 
print to be made without waiting 
for the plate to be dried. Other 
papers require a dried negative in 
which case alcohol can be used to 
displace the washing water. 

Sometimes it is possible to ar- 
range to work with the local paper, 
but generally the paper wants ex- 
clusives, though it may be willing to 
give tips. 








Handles Papers 


Here's a very small-time stunt, 
but it works on the small time. 
Exhib found that the people had no 
place to obtain the city papers. The 
stationer was more or less of a crab 
and declined to be bothered, and the 
only way was to hang around the 
station and buy copies from the 
train news butcher, which was not 
always convenient. 

Exhibs established a small boy in 
a route, sending him out to take 
orders for daily delivery, and pro- 
viding for a few extra copies for 
emergency calls. People haye to 
come to the theatre if they want 
an extra paper. Those who take 
the paper regularly are also supplied 
with the house program. House is 
too small to print one, but gets nice 
results with a duplicator, and that 
does just as well. They are bound 
to take in the advertising when 
they take in the paper, which the 
exhib figures is his angle. Now 
he’s trying to get the correspond- 
ence appointment for local items, 
just to help along. 


Wilby’s Copy 

R. B. Wilby, who with H. F. Kin- 
cey has just taken over the Publix 
theatres in the Southwest, is the 
author of perhaps the most widely 
used theatre advertising copy ever 
written, 

He was then operating in the 
South at a time when producers 
had just developed the trick of ask- 
ing more money for special pictures 
and managers were hard put to 
boost the price to the patrons. 

Wilby wrote a local advertisement 
pointing out that phonograph users 
paid more for red seal records than 
they did for the black label variety 
because they were worth more, He 
drew a parallel with these specials, 





old timers 


Copy was reproduced in a trade 
paper and was used all over the 
country, always with good results. 
That was some 15 years ago, but the 


still 


made 


remember the sen- 
sation it 
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Rochester, N. Y. 

Three theatres in Rochester 
opened last week after summer clos- 
ing. Capitol continues in Comer- 
ford string after settlement of rental 
dispute and will show WB films in 
double-feature policy at 35 top. 
William H. Cadoret of Scranton, Pa., 
came to open the house and picked 
Kenneth Cobb, former usher, as as- 
sistant manager. Former Empire, 
nabe, opens as the Broad, and the 
Dixie is taken over by Shine inter- 
ests, making six neighborhoods for 
this chain here. 


Burlington, Ia. 


Rialto reopened after summer 
close. Iowa has started new fall 
policy. Grind from 1 to 11. 


Los Angeles. 

New United Artists, Berkeley, 
Cal. will be opened by F-WC Sept 
21 as a first run deluxer. 

Richard Romo has resigned as in- 
formation clerk at RKO division 
offices here to take up a course in 
athletics. The lure of wearing a 
uniform proved more of an incentive 
to him than worrying about grosses. 

Los Angeles. 

Eddie Meck replaces Ernie New- 
man as poster clerk at Columbia's 
local exchange. Latter moves over 
to Educational. Meck was formerly 
with Pathe, and also in the Bullock 
Dept. store adv. dept. 


Easton, Pa. 
The Transit, new picture house, 
opened here on Friday (16). House 
formerly known as Third St. theatre. 

Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Paramount-Publix has leased the 
Strand, formerly operated by Fox 
West Coast, and wilh reopen the 
house immediately, Ray Kelker, lo- 

cal manager, announces. 





Birmingham. 

A general promotion of ushers 
was held at Montgomery last week. 
Tom McConnell, manager of the 
Strand (Publix-Kincey) was made 
assistant city manager for Kincey 
at Tuscaloosa. He started two years 
ago as usher. 

Leon Copeland, also an ex-usher, 
is to become assistant manager of 
the Paramount. Milton Newsome, 
doorman at the Paramount, is to 
succeed Copeland as assistant at the 


Strand. z 


Los Angeles. 
Fox West Coast supervisors for 
Los Angeles are now located in the 
former divisional offices at 1824 
South Vermont, moving over from 
the cramped quarters in the home 
offices on Washington blvd. 


Los Angeles. 

David Hillman has joined the 

Paramount theatre press depart- 
ment, 


San Francisco. 
X. Tavolara new assistant man- 
ager at Warfield, succeeding Emer- 
son Jackman, transferred to Fox 
Paramount as treasurer. 





Lansing. 
Frank Butterfield, buliding man- 
ager of the Strand-Arcade, will also 
serve as manager of the Strand 
theatre here. C. W. Bedel being 
transferred to some other Butter- 
field pomt. 


Tacoma, 
W. J. Conner, new manager for 
Temple (Hamrick), 1,700 seater, 
second run, will also assist Ned 


Edris, city manager for Hamrick, 
at Blue Mouse. 
Flushing, L. L., N. Y. 

Vaude complex again hitting 
Island houses. Queensboro, Elm- 
hurst, now has variety Friday, Sat- 
urday and Sunday. Playhouse, 
Great Neck, uses vaude on Sundays. 
Indie bookings. 

Springfield, Mass. 

Return of F&M shows to Harry 
Arthur’s Poli here and _ Palace, 
Worcester, has brought increase in 
admissions to 60c and 65c. 

Bert Green re-engaged as orches- 
tra leader here and Dol Brissett re- 
turned to the Palace, Worcester. 

Both houses are advertising that 
some of their feature films will not 
be shown again in any other theatre 

in the city. 





Sioux City. 

Joe Kinsky has assumed manage- 
ment of the Capitol, succeeding W. 
Cc. O'Hare, called to New York by 
Publix for a new assignment. Kin- 
sky was manager of the State-Lake 
and other RKO houses in Chicago 
previously. 

Cc. W. Peterson is new manager of 


Washington, Ia. 
Sunday question to be voted upon 


Sept. 21. Result of petition filed 
with city council bearing 1,176 
signatures. Proposition voted down 
in 1930 by a margin of 100 votes. 


Believe populace, according to peti- 
tion, has change of heart and will 
sanction Sunday shows. 





Dubuque, Ia. 
W. O. Galloway now managing 
Spensley, coming from Des Moines, 
where he was with Educational 
Pics. 
Lebanon, Pa. 
The Capitol, owned by Samler 
Bros., reopened after extensive im- 
provements. J. Luke Gring is the 
new manager; Wilfred S. Binder, 
organist. 


Rockville, Conn, 
Erwin Ciechowski has been trans- 
ferred from the Palace here to man- 
agership of the Bradley at Putnam. 
He is succeeded here by Robert 
Beattie. 


Canton, O. 

F. E. Wadge, manager of Proc- 
tor’s, Newark, N. J., named Warner 
Bros. manager for Canton, in charge 
of the Palace and Alhambra here. 
He succeeds George Riester, who 
resigned to become associated with 
Skouras Bros. Palace, still dark, 
may reopen soon. 


Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Lionel Wasson to manage Strand. 
Coming here from Princess, Sioux 
City, succeeding Ray Felker. 


Lexington, Va. 
I, Weinberg has returned to active 
participation of all Warner Bros. 
theatres in this section. Weinberg, 
former owner of these theatres, con- 
tinued after their sale to be identi- 
fied with the operation in an ad- 
visory capacity, but now he is again 

at the helm as an active operator. 


East Liverpool, O. 
After several months of alternat- 
ing two weekly operation, the Cera- 
mic, State and American theatres 
here, all straight pictures, are now 
open seven days a week. 





Leipsig, O. 

The Mystic reopened under man- 
agement of R. M. Harris; straight 
pictures. 

Jack Armstrong, manager of New 
State, Napoleon, O., named assistant 
manager of the Rex, Jackson, Mich. 

James Cagney resigned as man- 
ager of. the Columbis, WB house at 
Portsmouth, O.; succeeded by John 
Seamon, 

Hamilton, O. 

The Lyric, independent, subse- 
quent run house operated by L. 
Zost, recently closed, has been pur- 
chased by newly-formed local com- 
pany, remodeled and reopened as 
the State. John Gregory, operating 
houses at Springfield, O., will man- 
age. 


Birmingham, 
Birmingham Film Exchange re- 
ports reopening of three houses in 
Alabama the past week—Frolic, 
Bessemer; Communty House, Silu- 
ria, and West Blocton at West Bloc- 
ton. 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Announcement made by M.S. Mc- 
Cord of the Malco Corporation, oper- 
ators of local chain, of the appoint- 
ment of Sam Kirby as city manager 
of the three Malco theatres in Fort 
Smith, succeeding Wally Walling- 
ton, Jr., who died last week. 


Denver, 
Bryce Loveless and Jack Krum, 
film salesmen, back at U and UA, 
respectively, 


Montgomery, Ala. 

Richard Kennedy, for past year 
city manager for Publix-Wilby, 
named district manager for Wilby 
theatres with headquarters in Bir- 
mingham. Leon Copeland, assist- 
ant mgr. at Par, moves to Strand 
as manager, while Tommie McCon- 
nell, Strand mgr, goes to Tusca- 
loosa as assistant for Wilby thea- 
tres in that city. L. R. Towns, for 
past 10 years mgr. Academy, Selma, 
Ala., succeeds Kennedy here. 


Los Angeles. 

Continuous picture policy now at 
the F-WC Figueroa and Westlake, 
houses opening at 1:30. For past 
several years both have had after- 
noon shows only on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 3argain admish of 15c. 
is in force until 6:30. 

Other spots in district being fig- 
ured for a similar policy by George 
Bowser, 





the Princess, succeeding Lionel H. 
Wasson, transferred to Council via . , 
Bluffs, in charge of the Strand. : _ San Francisco. 
: fer Harry Franklin named manager 
Galveston. } and Pat Casey p. a. of local War- 
Dixie thenire. secona best of the |; Mer house. F ranklin, former assist- 
Martini string, has reopened; was |@nt, succeeds Ed. Fitzgerald who 
closed since early Auzust. |has left for New York to enter the 
Actinz under local option law, | WB office. 
Brown, ocd, Tessas, city of 15,000 in| Robert Harvey back as head of 
central pact of state, voted 710 to rox-West Coast's northern Cali- 
645 against Sunday shows. {fornia ad department after six 
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RKO MGR. CONFESSES 
$1,030 ROBBERY HOAX 


Greenwich, Conn., Sept. 19. 
Harry Cohen, manager of the 
RKO Pickwick theatre, has con- 


fessed to faking a $1,030 robbery. | 

Cohen, who had been manager of 
the house for about two weeks, re- 
|} rerted to the police that a man 
and woman entered his office and 
after binding him to a chair, 
scooped up the theatre’s receipts 
for Sunday and Monday, which he 
had been counting, and fled. He 
claimed that a short time later he 
managed to free himself and then 
eall the police. 

After long questioning Cohen 
confessed to the hoax and took 
police to the theatre attic and dis- 
closed where he had hidden the 
money. All but $85 was recovered. 





Cohen was locked up, with no 
bail set, pending a court hearing 
next week. He succeeded Baker 
Sheldon as the local RKO manager. 
Sheldon was demoted to an assist- 
ant manager's berth after he was 
reported to the home office as hav- 
ing smoked a cigaret in the theatre 
lobby. 





weeks leave. George Roesch, who 
batted for Harvey, moved to Oak- 
land as p. a. of Fox. 





Los Angeles. 
Sam Cohn named division ex- 
ploitation head for RKO. Takes in 
all Coast houses. 
Baltimore. 
Bill Saxton, city manager here for 
Loew, doubling the past few weeks 
as town overseer and publicity di- 
rector, draws Lew Brown, formerly 
at the Fox in Washington, to handle 
press. 
Brown replaces George Stoltz, 
switched by Loew to New York. 
Memphis. 
Howard Waugh now manager of 
Warners, Cecil Vogel being trans- 
ferred to Loew’s Palace; Bernard 
Thomas transferred from Orpheum 
(RKO) to Loew’s State; L. R. Pierce 
returns to Orph as manager; Herb 
Jennings, general manager for 
Loew here, will transfer to another 
Loew unit. 


Des Moines. 
Strand, Council Bluffs, formerly 
operated by Fox West Coast, leased 
by Publix. Ray Felker is manager 
for Publix there, house opening im- 
mediately, 


San Francisco. 
George Boles, out two months, is 
back as house manager at the Gold- 
en Gate. 


Los Angeles. 
Dick Pritchard, former fan mag 
writer and press agent, appointed 
manager of the F-WC Alcazar at 
Bell, Cal. 


Los Angeles. 
Jack Daly, p. a. at the RKO Or- 
pheum, goes Fanchon & Marco in 
publicity department. Replaces 
William Boyd. 
Boyd has become the Pathe stu- 
dio p. a., replacing Len Boyd. 


Glens Falls, N. Y. 
Rialto Amusement Corp. an- 
nounces that Frank C. Cronkhite 
will manage and operate the Park 
theatre this coming season, 


Guthrie Center, Ia. 
George Schwenneker, former own- 
er and manager of the Garden, has 
repurchased the house from G T. 
and G. R. Allen, 


Spencer, Ia. 
James T. Stroud named manager 
of the Spencer and Fraser theatres 
here. Succeeds F. C. Crosson. The- 
atres operated by Inkelstein, Inc. 


Savannah, Ga. 
T. L. Anderson sent on from At- 
lanta by Lucas Theatre interests to 
manage. the Lucas theatre here. 
Started Sept. 1. 
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‘High Court Sustains 


Decision Favoring J-S 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

In upholding the decision of Su- 
perior court awarding Joyce & Selz- 
nick judgment against Samson 
Raphaelson on a Par writing con- 
tract, the Appellate court coincided 
with the trial court that there was 
no discharge of the agency by the 


client, and that it was not neces- 
sary for motion picture agents to 


comply with the California private 
employement agency law. 

Attorneys for Raphaelson have 
petitioned the Appellate division for 
a rehearing. 





‘Rasputin’ Delayed 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
‘Rasputin’ was held in in pro- 
duction for three days last weck. 
with the studio trying to get an 
ending. Story was being written 
as it went along and on account 
of the Paul Bern death writers 


were handicapped in getting ending 
approved through Thalberg being 
absorbed in straightening out the 
Bern matter. 


Brabin Gets ‘Wheat’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Charles Brabin will direct Metro's 
‘Wheat.’ 
He is now finishing ‘Mask of Fu 
Manchu.’ 





JOSEPHSON’S UFA PIC 


Gilbert P. Josephson, former gen- 
eral manager of the Consolidated 
theatre circuit, has purchased the 
American rights to the Ufa produc- 
tion, ‘By Rocket to the Moon.’ 

Picture was shown in a few 
spots around New York two years 


ago. Josephson will dub in sound 
effects, as the picture was made 
silent. 


ZION MYERS’ N. Y. JOBS 


A few scenes to serve as the open- 
ing of ‘Phantom of Crestwood’ (Ra- 
dio) were shot in New York at the 
NBC broadcasting -tudios. Graham 





McNamee in these’ introductory 
scenes. 

Zion Myers, director, came east 
to do the ‘Phantom’ opening and 


also to direct the Culbertson bridge 
series for Radio. 


HOYT, FINEMAN MEGGER 
Iiollywood, Sept. 19. 

Harry Hoyt will direct the first of 
Al Fineman’'s six features for the 
state right market. It is an untitled 
mystery yarn. 

M. A. Chase, former Buffalo ex- 
change man, is associated with 
Feinman in the venture. 








MAE CHRISTIE MAY 

Mae Christie, society columnist- 
writer on the New York ‘Journal,’ 
may go to the Coast to typewrite 
for pictures. 

She has negotiations on through 
Joe Rifkin, acting as her agent, 
with Fox and Paramount. 





Hogan’s Short Dramas 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

James Hogan, former feature di- 
rector, will produce a series of two- 
reel dramas, with the Canadian 
Mounted Police as the background. 

Jack Perrin, Josephine Hall and 
the horse, Starlight, will be used 
through the series. M. Pivor han- 
dling the distribution. 
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| Campaign within the industry to 
| build up theatre attendan 


* over the 
ntire U. S. is being launched via a 
17-page press book, the first of its 
kind. How to acquire and retain 
maximum patronage is revealed in 
the book under 13 sub-heads in 
which virtually every problem of the 


theatre owner in dealing with his 
community is presented and an- 
swered. 


The campaign is deing plotted by 
leaders in all departments of film- 
dom, especially the theatre. The 
book, copies of which next week 
will be forwarded to every exhibi- 
tor unit head in the country and 
will be available to all individual 
theatre owners upon request, is the 
combined work of Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America and the 
Hays organization. 

In the order listed 
tents of the ‘boost 
movement’: 

‘Who Are the Non-Cusiomers? 

‘Can They Be Inierested in Cure 
rent Pictures” 

‘What Sort 
Reach Them” 

‘A Sound, Practical Way Out.’ 

‘A Sound, Practical Plan to 
crease Patronage.’ = 

‘Preliminary Steps For Exhibitors 
to Take.’ 

‘Family Night Programs an Effece 
tive Beginning.’ 

‘What's Behind Censorship? 

‘Oganized Groups: Schools, 
Churches, Public Libraries.’ 

Avoiding Censorship 

If the instructions as outlined are 
followed the campaign leaders 
maintain that an inerease in theatre 


are the 
American 


con- 
b.o. 


of Advertising Will 


In- 


patronage, without additional ex- 
pense will be realized, also an 
avoidance of arbitrary local cen- 


sorship, and to make the theatre the 
real center of community interest. 

Theatres in towns up to 10,000, of 
which there are over 5,060, should 
get the most from the campaign, it 
is believed. 

Under the plan to increase pa- 
tronage exhibitors are urged first to 
discover a ‘mutually acceptable for- 
mula’ in contacting local organiza- 
tions. Methods by which the in- 
fluence of such groups can be mul- 
tiplied are listed as: 

Speeches, sermons, 
their regular bulletins, discussions 
at club meetings, etc.; organized 
telephone messages, radio broad- 
casting, newspaper accounts, ine 
cluding speeches, reports of club ac- 
tivities and lists of refommended 
pictures. 

In summation, the exhibitor is re- 
minded that in many cases he has 
overlooked ‘highbrows, children, 
families, clubwomen, youth, church 
people, school teachers and book- 
worms.’ 


notices on 





O’Brien in ‘Canyon Walls’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Next George O’Brien western at 
Fox will be ‘Canyon Walls,’ by Zane 
Crey. 
Story is being adapted by Gordon 
Rigby and Sidney Mitchell. 





COL SHELVES ‘DOUBLE’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Sensing a fadeout for the cyclé 
of Hollywood stories, Columbia has 
shelved ‘The Double.’ 

John Weld was on the story, 
which did not go bevond the syn- 
opsis stage. 


Seward, Keefe Stay 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Warners has exercised its option 


Sey 3m on Edmund Seward and Warren 
Dp; ; fF hg &., | | Keefe, writing team, for an addi- 
Picture Possibilities Hd | tionat’ period 
| | They are currently working on 
- lan untitled original. 
‘Here Today’—Favorable $$$ $$ ___—__—___ 
‘HERE TODAY’ (Comedy, Sam H. Harris, Barrymore). A comedy ot! Montagu’s New Title 
bright lines that should lend itself to pictures. Tbee. Abe Montagu has been given & 
- j;new title of manager of distribu- 
‘Best Years’—Unfavorabie tion of Columbia pictures. Charlie 
‘BEST YEARS’ (Comedy Drama, Elizabeth Miele, Bijou). Rosenzweig continues as head of 
Theme of an exacting mother in a small town family hardly good ales 
screen material unless show clicks. Ibee. | Montagu was formerly assistant to 
—_——— | Jack Cobn and continues his ownefre 
‘The Man Who Reclaimed His Head’—Favorable iship of the Boston exchange. 
‘THE MAN WHO RECLAIMED HIS HEAD’ (Drama, Hammerst-in ——-- —-- 
and Weber, Broadhurst). ‘Romance’ Editor Tries Films 
Should make a feature strong on draw... Understood two picture p Holly wood, Sept. 19. 
ducers bid for the rights immediately »-f& ¢r the premiere. Thee Allowing hiimself four months t@ 
—_ make the Hollywood grade, Wille 
‘Clear All Wires’—Favorable iam J. French, former editor o€ 
‘CLEAR ALL WIRES’ (Comedy, Herman Shumlin, Times Square) ‘Iovie Iomances,’ is here to write 
Comedy based on the activities of a hell-raising American corre ’ 
dent in Moscow should make amusing picture, doce. go Av pre it he’s freelancing, 
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Promise your 
customers... 


A MILE OF 
MERRIMENT 


5874 feet (to be exact) 
of fast-paced fun... with 
sweet Sally Eilers as a ha- 
cha hat check miss who ote 8 ee 
has everything and misses cae OY —\ Ba) “ 
nothing. This will make — a - fe 
her more popular than 


ever...not to mention 



















HAT CHECK 


GIRL 
SALLY EILERS 


BEN LYON — 
Ginger Rogers. * Monroe Owsley 





yoNadelttam alsccteys) 


From. the novel by 


Rian James 





- Directed by SIDNEY LANFIELD  - 
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Majors Fight on 
Duals Delays Indie 
Production Plans 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


Independents are delaying pro- 
duction plans for 1932-33, while they 
await the outcome of attempts by 
major distributors to put an end to 
double-billing . through continued 
high rentals, plus stiff percentage 
splits. Facing a curtailment of 
product demand if the campaign 
makes headway, indies are arrang- 
ing future schedules with this in 
view 

Independent features have been 
used largely for the added picture 
on double programs, exhibs taking 
advantage of the lower’ rental 
charges in their efforts to provide 
a surfeit of screen entertainment. 

A sufficient number of the new 
season's buys of major product will 
be in effect by the latter part of this 
month, and early October, to give 
indies a basis upon which to figure 
the number of features the market 
can handle. 

Indies are optimistic over the out- 
come, contending that double bills 
are so firmly intrenched that it will 
be a tough proposition for exhibitors 
to abandon the practice, even though 
some of the major distribs are set- 
ting up stringent regulations to 
prevent it. The indie pictures, the 
producers figure, will be in as big 
a demand during the new season as 
they have been for the past 12 
months. 








Sennett Resuming with 
$50,000 Par Financing 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Paramount has decided to fi- 
nance its short subject releases to 
be made by Mack Sennett, following 
the latter’y failure to obtain outside 
money. To start the program, Par 
will advance $50,000. One two reeler, 
with 30 on the schedule, will be 
made each week. 

Because he could not get proper 
financing, the comedy producer had 
to delay production several months. 
Five of the subjects have been com- 
pleted, but are being held on the 
shelves until others are in the can. 

Charles Murray is set for the 
series, with W. C. Fields and Ford 
Sterling likely to appear in one or 
more of the shorts. 





Absconding Ass’t Mer. 
’"Fesses—Not Prosecuted 


Denver, Sept. 19. 
Bert Vought who says he em- 
bezzled $1,000 from the Capitol the- 
atre at Scranton, Pa., while he was 


assistant manager, has been or- 
dered released by orders from 
Scranton. Vought gave himself up 


to police here after confessing the 
theft. The order to release carried 
no explanation of the refusal to 
prosecute. 

Vought said he would return to 
Scranton at once and arrange to pay 
back the money. 


James Off ‘Mind Reader’ 
For ‘42nd St.’ Revamp 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Rian James has been taken off 
*The Mind Reader’ by Warners, to 
do a three-day rush revise on con- 
tinuity of ‘42nd Street.’ 

Bradford Ropes, author of the 
novel on which musical will be 
based, is also on the story. He 
arrived here last week. 





6 Majestics at Sennett 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Phil Goldstone has made a deal 
to produce six of his scheduled 12 
Majestic pictures at the Mack Sen- 
nett studios. 

temainder of the program will 
be made at the International studio, 
which is Goldstone-financed., 





KLEIN WITH S-F AGENCY 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Arthur Klein, who left the Lyons 
and Lyons office, has joined the 
Schulberg-Feldman Agency. 

Sehainar the same office is Laura 
Wilk, who has given up her New 
York Agzency to head the S-F story 
department. 


PAR CONTRACT LIST 2 
BELOW 1ST HALF OF YR. 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Paramount now lists 113 players, 
directors and writers under contract 
to the studio. Number is two less 
than carried for the first half of the 
year. 

Currently there are 54 writers 
contracted on term tickets. Five 
are on the lot for one picture. First 
half of the year, studio had 36 
writers. 

Directors are down to 17 on con- 
tract, and seven in for one picture. 
Earlier list had 27 with tickets. 

Players are down 10 from the pre- 
vious list, only 42 being under con- 
tract at this time. 

Approximately 50% of the con- 
tracted writers are on on three 
month contracts, with longer term 
tickets to follow if they make good. 
Players, with one exception, all have 
six montn optional contract. 





Financial Troubles of 
Nomad Travel Producers 


Closing Angels Purses 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Travelog companies are having a 
difficult time getting a bankroll be- 
cause of past financial troubles with 
backers. Regular angels of indie 
firms sidestep when one of the no- 
mad producers is seeking the where- 
withal. 

In most cases where a stay-at- 
home financier has backed a trav- 
elog outfit gcing out of the United 
States, the company has run short 
of money, and the financier has had 
to put up extra dough or lose 
everything. 

Phil Goldstone has been backing 
a good many of these outiits, but 
he has practically gone out of the 
field. 

Frequently, travelog producers 
have already made one successful 
adventure film on their own money. 
They hope to duplicate the first suc- 
cess, but usually end up with a 
more expensive negative, and 
grosses less than the first. 


U Cuts Down on Still 
Prints to Save $5,000 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Budget slicing at Universal has 
the studio reducing the number of 
stills printed on all pictures, Prints 
cost U 10 cents each. By cutting 
the number of prints on each fea- 
ture film still from seven to five, 
saving will amount to around $40, 
the average feature using 200 stills. 

Two reel comedies will get only 
three prints of each still instead of 
four. Serials are cut from five to 
three, Saving will amount to 
around $5,000 on the year. 








Try Kenton Comedy in 
Fantastic Par Story 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Paramount is having trouble 
jecting comedy into ‘Island of Lost 
Souls,’ fantastic yarn in 
dog's soul becomes a man. 
Original directorial assignment 
was given to Norman Taurog. 
Studio took him off, figuring the 
story wasn't his type. Later, Erle 
Kenton was assigned. Kenton is 
also a comedy director, but studio 
figures he will supply a more sub- 
dued type of comedy in his direc- 
tion, 


Wirkus’ ‘Voodoo’ Pic 


Faustin Wirkus is due 
New York Oct. 3 with film on a 
picture he shot on the island of La 








Gonave, off the coast of Haiti. Pic- 
ture is alleged to show actual voo- 
doo and human sacrificial scenes 
and will be tagged ‘Voodoo.’ 

Principal Pictures Corp. will re- 
lease. 


SHEA’S 2D FOX SPLIT 


Joe Shea, 
editor for Fox, 
for a second time last week. 

During the past two months Shea 
had been pinch hitting for Joel 
Swenson in the advertising depart- 
ment. Swenson has returned from 
his European trip 

Swenson was formerly 
studio on publicity. 


at the Fox 


————— 


in- | 


which a} 


back in | 


former eastern scenario | 
left the organization | 





‘ Femme Tarzan 





A female Tarzan will occur 
on the film horizon if plans 
to produce such a film by the 
Freuler Associates, indie, carry 
through. 

N. Brewster Morse has com- 
pleted the story, ‘Roar of the 
Jungle,’ production slated to 
Start in the east Oct. 10. 


Millennium Here! 
Pix Starts Four 











Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


‘Man and Woman,’ which went 
into production at Radio this week, 
sets at least one record for m 
production, 
on the film four 
was first started on the script. 

Adaptation and preparation gen- 
erally require weeks, and sometimes 
months. 

Studio decided to make the pic- 
ture when the Libby Holman story 
went into the discard. Based on an 
old Eugene Walter play, ‘Man and 
Woman,’ script was started by 
Wanda Tuchock and Bernard Schu- 
bert, and, when only a third finished 
filming was begun. Production will 
continue just a leap ahead of the 
scenarists’ typewriters 

‘Man and Woman’ will have Irene 
Dunne in the feature part, with J. 
Walter Rubin directing. 








WORRIES | M-G EXECS 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Casting difficulties in getting the 


ing dates for the trio at Metro. 
‘Sun Daughter’ is the toughest 
problem, with the studio doing nip- 
ups trying to get players who lend 
themselves to Oriental characteriza- 
tions. ‘Whistling’ 
ficulties. Roland Young has been 
the lead choice so far, but the execs 


figure his ‘name isn’t sufficiently 
strong for the top spot. 
All three pictures are scheduled 


to start within the next 10 days. 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

E. A. DuPont is returning to Ger- 
many, where he will finish a pic- 
ture based on the Olympic Games, 
before resuming his Universal con- 
tract. On coming back here Dec. 
1, he is to direct ‘The Invisible 
Man.’ 

Director left Universal 
years ago, to go to Germany, with- 
out completing his contract, which 
will be picked up where DuPont 
left off. It has several 
to run, 

Preston 
visible Man’ 


several 





Sturges is adapting ‘In- 
as his first film job. 


| cnciedghennaiaantiel 


| 





Being Readied at Radio | 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Radio is preparing two novels for 
| production. One is ‘Collusion,’ yet- | 
to-be-published book by Theodore 
| B. Irwin, dealing with divorce fixers 
and framers. 


Women.” ‘Collusion’ slated to go 
into work next month, under super- 
vision of Kenneth Magowan, 
ciate producer. 


asso- 





Defer ‘Kingdom’ for Week 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Kingdom,’ set to 





‘Animal start 





being held at Metro in ‘Mask of Iu 


Manchu.’ 


Par’s Second for Harris 
Hollywood, Sept. 19 


tay Harris 
me adaptation, ‘Book Worm 
been retained for a 
assignment yet. 


Turns 
has second. N» 


yrnew 


Days After Yarn 


FILMING OLD PLAYS 


Goldwyn Buys Seneusreded and 
Metro Takes ‘Sun Daughter’ 








Two ancient legit plays have been 
picked up for pictures. Sam Gold- 
wyn has bought ‘The Masquerader,’ 
which Guy Bates Post has played 
for years. Metro also has taken 
‘Sun Daughter,’ in which David 
Belasco starred Lenore Ulric some 
years back, 

Goldwyn is said to have paid $50,- 
060 for the rights to ‘The Mas- 
querader’ and will have the story 
adapted for Ronald Coleman, 


| 











Cameras were turning | 
days after work 


NAME LEADS FOR THREE 


proper types for ‘Flesh’, ‘Sun ) 
Daughter’ and ‘Whistling in the} 
Dark’ will probably hold up start- 


also presents dif- | 


DuPont Will Complete U 
Term After Film Abroad 


vears yet 


‘Collusion,’ ‘Little Women - 


Other is Louisa M. Alcott’s ‘Little | 


last Monday (12), was put back an- 

other week. | 
Studio was unable to get Myrna 

Loy earlier in the week. due to he 


at Paramount to write 


‘WW-Sennett Deal for 
All-Name Pix Depends 
On ‘Hypnotized’ Showing 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Joe Brandt, president of World 
| Wide, and Mack Sennett are dis- 
cussing a deal for additional fea- 
ture comedies with an all-name 
cast, similar to ‘Hypnotized.’ Deal 
hinges on showing made by “Hyp- 
notized,’ shortly to be released in 
key cities. 

Picture will not be roadshowed, 
as contemplated, but used to stim- 
ulate other World Wide product. It 
goes out in eight reels, instead of 
15 as first announced, and probably 
with a new title. 

Charles Mack, playing a promi- 
nent part, has a one-third interest 
in the feature. E. W. Hammons 
fjand Sennett did the rest of the 
financing. Mack received no salary 
| for playing. 





| 


Rogers Sews Up Garden 
Footage; Radio Loses It 


| 
{ 
shetivweed: Sept. 19. 
Radio finds that it cannot use 
footage filmed of a six day bicyle 
| race 
| ‘Sport Page.’ It's because of a prior 
arrangement between Garden of- 
| ficials and Charles R. Rogers which 
| provides that no company is allowed 
|to utilize any material filmed there 
|until after the release of ‘Madison 
Square Garden’ made by Rogers. 
Radio’s footage was obtained 
'through Jack Connolly, of Pathe 
News. Although the material will 
/not exploit the Garden in ‘Sport 
Page,’ Radio is holding off awaiting 
decision from Rogers. If latter will 
| not agree to its use, Radio will ob- 
tain bi¢yling scenes elsewhere, 
‘First Schulberg-Sidney 
| Is ‘Madame Buitterfly’ 
! 








Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Virst of eight productions that B. 
P. Schulberg will make independ- 
ently for Paramount release will be 
‘Madame Butterfly,’ starring Sylvia 
| Sidney, directed by Marion Gering. 
| Joseph Moncure March and Jose- 
| phine Lovett are adapting the story. 
tobert M. Yost is production as- 
sistant to Schulberg, with Jesse L. 
Lasky, Jr., story aide and Dan Keefe 
|unit business manager. Schulberg 

s already in his new quarters on 
tac Paramount lot. 


Chadwick ae Allwyn 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Astrid Allwyn has settled her 
contract with I. E. Chadwick. With 


a delay in production there was no 
spot for the player who had a three 


| picture agreement. She made only | 

lone picture. 

| Allied has spotted Miss Allwyn 
in ‘The Tron Master.’ 


| 


Bennett’s Next 


Hollywood, Sept. 19 


‘Always Wrong,’ original by Adele 
rogers St. John Hyland is next for | 
(‘o tance Bennett at Rad 

K uber Glasmon and Charles 
| Grackett are doing the adaptation | 


vith George Cukor to direct. 


Ornitz’s 6 More RKO Months 


Hollywood, Sept. 19 


U, Contending 92 Westerns Flood 
Market, Drops Beery, Jr., Plans 


+ 
Hollywood, Sept. 1% 

With 92 western features schede 

uled for production here this sea 


son, Universal believes that market 
has reached 
and has 
a series of horse operas 
Noah Studio 
that the Tom Mix westerns will take 


the saturation point, 
abandoned plans to make 
starring 
Beery, Jr. execs feel 
care of the company’s cow coun- 
try melodrama needs. 

Columbia has the longest western 
production schedule of the majors, 

Buck 
star in 


with 16 to be made this year. 


Jones and Tim McCoy will 


eight each. 


Radio will make six with Tom 


Keene in the top spot. Leon Schles- 


singer is making six for Warners, 


Starring John Wayne. Paramount 
will release four featuring 
Scott. Mix 


program for Universal, and Fox will 
produce four George O'Briens. 

A total of 50 will be produced in 
the independent field. KBS has 
eight scheduled for Ken Maynard. 
Monogram will make 16, with Bob 
Steele and Rex Bell in eight each. 
Allied has Hoot Gibson for eight, 
and Majestic will release a similar 
number starring Jack Hoxie. 

Burton King will produce 12 for 
IFreuler Associates. Six will have 
Tom Tyler as the star, with no play- 
er yet selected for the remainder. 

Western market has been the 
mainstay of the indies for a num- 
ber of years. Recently the quickie 
westerns have been unable to get 
much better than indie theatre 
bookings, the circuits laying off 
them except for Saturday and Sun- 
day mat dates as kid attractions. 

Through theatre affiliations, ma- 
jor studios have been able to show 


Randolph 
has six on the current 





at Madison Square Garden for | 


a profit on their westerns when the 
hard riding star has been backed 
up by a good cast and story. How- 
ever, the present production ow is 
deemed about all the market can 
stand. 








Slow-Pay Indie Producers 
Are Now Being Checked 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Collection service to work on slow 
paying independent producers has 
been established by the Motion Pic- 
ture Industries Credit Association. 
Department will be handled by H. 
K. Batcheider, who is also in charge 
of the credit end. 

This ic an expansion of 
for the association, which has up 
to now devoted itself solely to in- 
vestigation and reports for its mem- 
bers on indie producers seeking 
credit. 

New members 
are Dunning Process, Sun 
Co., Behrendt-Levy-Rosen Co., 
Raw Film Co., and Bell 
Camera Co. 


a es 


activity 


association 
Lumber 
Agfa 
& Howell 


of the 








Fitzpatrick’s Russian 
Pix; Renews with Metro 


First pictures taken out of Rus- 
sia by an American producer, pic- 
turing phases of activity in the 
; Soviet Republic that are forbidden 





to the camera unless the camera 
belongs to the U. S. S. R., have 
been brought back by James A. 
Fitzpatrick. Material will make 
two short subjects and be released 
through Metro, which has renewed 
its deal this year with Fitzpatrick 


to distribute a series of 
one-reelers. 


Fitzpatrick 


13 travelog 


spent two weeks in 





Russia, going in more or less as a 
j}tourist and getting most of his 
| stuff, he believes, on the presump- 
j; tion by the Soviet government that 
jhe was another sightseer. 

Metro has options as distrib of 
Fitzpatrick Travel-Talks for three 
| years 


RALPH STITT IN CHI 
Chicago, Sept. 19 
Arrival of Ralpt Stitt from the 
Broadway sector alters the publicity 


somewhat for 
New assignm-nts 


department 
salaban & Kitz, 


setup 


| owe 
are 
Dave Lipton, Chicago; Ralph Stit, 


Radio studio has given Sam Or-! Oriental Eddie Levin. United Are 
1onew six-month writing con- ts and iekers: Archie Herze 
piract. 4 oft, Tivoli und Uptown. 
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JOHN BARRYMORE 


“A Bill of Divorcement” 


WORLD PREMIERE 
Friday Evening September 30th 


at the 


RKO-MAYFAIR 


NEW YORK 
Presented J under,the auspices: of 


Pareto el Rete 


MRS. W WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST 
For the ¢ benefit of the Free Milk 
Fund for Babies) Incorporated 


RKO-RADIO has the honor 
of presenting as fine a 
dramatic production 


as the screen has seen. 


in 


with Katharine Hepburn 


Billie Burke, David Manners 
Directed by George Cukor 


From the play by Clemence Dane 
David O. Selznick, Executive Producer 


A proud achievement by 
RKO-RADIO:.a triumph 


for the motion picture art. 


ADMISSIO:IN $10.00 


Tuesday, September : 20, 1932 


————_________ 7 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


tures, undoing most of the sensa- 
tional gains that lien showed during 
the boom. The RKO's broke from 
above par to around 75 on minor 
dealings, the down drift being as 
mysterious as the remarkable zoom 
of two weeks ago. In one case it 
seemed that nobody wanted to sell 
them; in the other nobody obvious- 
ly wanted to buy them. 

Paramount bonds also presented a 
gad spectacle. At one time the 6's 
were down 17 points—from 40 to 23 
—while the 5%'s crasheld from 36 
to 18, a perpendicular drop of 50%. 
At the lows support came in and the 
close was materially higher, up 5 
from the bottom for the 6's at 28 
and up 8 for the 5%’s at 26. War- 
ner Bros. obligations took: a nose 
dive early, but steadied around 30 
and were able to hold that price. 
Fluctuations here were less violent 
and the trading appeared to be in 
better control than in the cases of 
others where urgent sellers seemed 
to be able to find no near-by bids. 
Warners dropped 6% to 30 and flat- 
tened out there, buyers apparently 
being available at that level, which 
is materially above its bottom 
around 9 for the year. 

Keith bonds felt the collapse of 
the RKO debentures, giving way 4 
points to 41 on trifling sales; while 
for some reason the buying in Pathe 
bonds was resumed with a great 
show of vigor, that bond moving 
alone against the trend and gaining 
nearly 5 on ‘the week, the only 
amusement bond—or stock either 
for that matter, with one trivial 
_ exeception—to end the week with a 
plus sign. 

Shubert bonds registered the re- 
markable slump of 4 points net, a 
markdown of 66%% in a few trades. 
Dealings were small, only significant 
thing about it being that whoever 
staged the recent run-up from 1 to 6 
was now backing away from oOffer- 
ings in any quantity. With the re- 
ceivership due for a show down ina 
couple of months the security, of 
course, is altogether a toss of the 
coin gamble. Loew bonds made a 
good showing, coming through the 
week with fractional declines and 
thereby being distinguished from 
the same company’s stock, which 
was conspicuously weak Friday and 
Saturday. 

Loew’s Significant 

Behavior of Loew as leader of the 
group was extremely disappointing. 
Previously Loew's common _ had 
shown determined resistance at 30. 
It went through that level early in 
the week, but only for a few minor 
trades, and then it rallied hopefully. 
During the mid-week break it 
slipped again, but in a minor way. 
Friday it went ex. dividend and for 
the first time gave way conclusively 
on volume to 29%. Saturday the 
former resistance point was pene- 
trated again, registering a new low 
on the movement at 28%. This 
slump was not apparently in re- 
sponse to any general condition in 
the market as a whole, and there 
was nothing in the news to explain 
it. Nevertheless the ticker picture 
seemed to signal lower prices ahead. 

For whatever it’s worth the chart 
danger point for Loew ought to be 
around 26, which would mark the 
half way point between the low of 
about 14 and the high of 37. Form 
players would regard penetration of 
26 as a signal further down. 

-- Paramount quotations were cut 
fn half in a week of boiling trading. 
High for the week was 7% and low 
hit 3%, closing at 4 for a net loss of 





3%. There was plenty in the news 
to account for that precipitous re- 
treat. Income statement for the 
half-year to July 2 disclosed a net 
loss of $7,690,000, of which operat- 
ing loss amounted to $5,900,000, 
after making allowance for profit of 
$535,000 ‘on purchase of bonds for 
sinking fund requirements.’ Re- 
maining charge against surplus was 
$1,790,000, designated as ‘special 
write-offs.’ 

Additional unfavorable news came 
in the suit of A. C. Blumenthal to 
test the company’s deal with New 
York banks by which it pledged its 
negatives for a loan, adverse ele- 


ment here being the prospect of 
costly litigation. 
Out of these two developments 


there came a flight from Paramount 
stock. Stock was thrown on the 
market all week long in blocks of 
large size up to 5,000 shares in one 
deal and the price sank rapidly un- 
til around and below 4 there seemed 
to be some support offered. Total 
dealings in the issue amounted to 
204,000 shares for the six days, c gn- 
pared with 166,000 the week beit«re, 
when, apparently, the selling began. 

Nothing escaped in the week's 
shake-out, with the single exception 
of Universal's preferred, which sold 
20 shares 1 point up. Twenty 
stocks in the amusement group lost 
an aggregate of 42 points, not count- 
ing Gen. Electric and Westinghouse. 
Widest break was the 7% decline in 
Loew's. This, however, was on re- 
duced volume. Last week’s total 
was 13,000 shares, compared to the 
previous week's turnover of 47,000 
shares. Latter volume may argue 
clique distribution, while reduced 
sales of last week suggests the pos- 
sibility of belated outside selling. 
In any event smaller turnover would 
be favorable rather than otherwise. 
If it was tardy sales of weak strag- 
glers, it might clear the way for a 
resumption of bullish clique opera- 
tions. 

Selling of Fox seems to have been 
prompt and of no great significance. 
Stock lost nearly 2 net, which is 
pretty wide for a $5 issue; volume 
was around 20,000, slightly up from 
previous week's 16,900. 

Eastman Kodak held relatively 
well, putting up a good front at 50. 
Company recently cut its dividend 
from $5 to $3 and since that drastic 
action the stock has ceased its wild 
gyrations. Directors’ conservative 
policy may in the long run prove 
a market asset, contrasting with the 
procedure of other companies which 
declared higher rates than they 
could afford in order to put on a 
front—and suffered severely. 

Fireworks in Warners and RKO 
came to a sudden end. Prices were 
retraced with great speed. RKO 
lost 2% of its 7 level and Warners 
backed down from 4% to 2%. Of 
the big trading mediums, Westing- 
house was especial?y weak, losing 
more than 10 points on the week. 
Gen. Electric lost 4 on the dizzy 
turnover of 308,000 shares. 

Columbia Pictures, one of the 
first film stocks to boom, and one 
of the first to slide, indicated it may 
be the first to rebound. After touch- 
ing a low on the movement of 9%, 
it gained about a point Friday and 
held most of that through the Satur- 
day last hour slump. 

Trading generally was on a broad 
scale. Only two issues failed to 
show on the tape, old Keith pre- 
ferred and Warners senior stock, 
prevailing bits on which were dras- 
tically down. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Sept. 17: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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4% N% 5,100 Technicolor ......ccece Coescceces AM 3 3% — % 
8% Sy Gee ROME EMR cb cc cevcssndaceseenses 3 2% 2 —% 
BONDS 
™ 1 S2R.008 Gen. Thea. Ma, "OO. os cccccceases 1% 4 4 —1y 
63 24 cf B.S Se errr 44 41 41 —1 
90 64 Dee COW Ob, POEs icsc ct vcccreveceses 85% 85% Be — % 
80 49 22,000 Pathe 7’4, ‘ST...ccoce « % 66% 71% + 4%, 
Os 13 57,000 Par-I°'am-Lasky 6's, ) Seer ee ° 28% 23 28 —12% 
55 10% 206,000 Par-Pub 5%'s, '59.. e 36% 18 26 —10 | 
1044 50 1G.Gee REO Gebd OGie cic ccacsesvess coe §=6—694% 75 75 —2% 
6 1% 7,000 Shubert 6's (oisasneeseeneaes 4% 2 2% 3% 
40 9% 209,000 Warner Bros. 6's, ‘39 oe. aa 29 30% 6% 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Produce Exchange: N. Y. 
* 
Bid Asked. 
i rrr Roxy BOM De cccccecsectcteeces 
Gen. Theatre cfs. sold 4%, 3, 3 net off 1. 
* Loew common ex div. Sept 16 (Frid) 





For 15¢ 





Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Following is what the patron 
gets for 15 cents, day or night, 
at the Los Angeles theatre, 
Bill Fox's grind: 

Two-hour show, with single 
feature and shorts. 

Daily change of program. 

Free checking privileges. 


Free ear phones, if you're 
hard of hearing. 

Free scales. 

Free soundproof crying 


rooms for babies, where moth- 
ers may have an uninterrupted 
view of the screen, as well as 
enjoy sound through special 
transmitters. 

Loge seats at general admish 
prices. 

Children’s playroom. 

Nursery, three maids in at- 
tendance. 

Makeup room. 

Luxurious lounge. 

Radio program. 

Electric cigarette lighters. 

Hot air hand driers. 

Refrigeration. 

Soda fountain and _ lunch 
room, operated as a part of the 
theatre. 

A three-chair shoe-shining 
parlor. 

Average daily attendance at 
the house exceeds 4,000 people. 


YANKING OF SEX FILM 
RESULTS IN TWO RIOTS 


Cleveland, Sept. 19. 

Two theatre riots were staged by 
600 burnt-up women when pro- 
moters of a local sex lecture obeyed 
police orders by pulling out the 
scheduled talk on ‘Married Love’ 
and instead put on an old Garbo re- 
vival. Spiel got the official frown 
only a few minutes before the first 
matinee, with the ‘for women only’ 
house already jammed. Emmanuel 
Lewis and Frank Lorenze, its man- 
agers, yanked down lobby posters 
on talk but apparently forget to 
notify the crowd inside about the 
change. 

Silent Garbo pic, dubbed ‘Streets 
of Sorrow,’ was okay, but when no 
sex gabber appeared and Garbo came 
on again, the women smelled some- 
thing rotten in Denmark. 

Warhoop started 400 irate seek- 
ers of sex knowledge on a rampage 
to the b. o., nearly tearing it apart. 
One promoter scrammed out a side 
door, but femmes ripped up all 
lobby posters before a carload of 
cops appeared on the scene. Pro- 
moter’s partner agreed to pay ’em 
back, but after paying off he dis- 
covered that he gave back $62 more 
than he took in. 

Despite publicity given the mat- 
inee fiasco, 200 women staged an- 
other riot during the evening show 
when optimistic managers added 
‘Party Girl’ to Garbo film bill—but 
still no sex talk. Managers refused 
to pay off this time, claiming that 
all ‘Married Love’ ballyhoo had been 
taken down and each ticket-buyer 
warned of change in bill. It failed 
to stop femmes from squawking. 

















Skouras Managers to 
Handle Own Pub.-Adv. 


The Skourases have eliminated 
their publicity and advertising of- 
fice in Topeka, Kans., over local 
Fox-Topeka Theatres, of which M. 
P. Wear was director. Similar elim- 
ination may be made in other spots, 
with publicity and advertising to be 
handled by the managers them- 
selves. 

Wear has come on to New York. 
His plans east are indef. 


Incorporations 


lowa 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Sept. 19. 
Palace Theatre Co. reincorporation ar- 
ticles filed with county recorder; capital, 
$15,000; A. J. Diebold, president and treas- 
urer; Elizabeth M. Ford, vice-president and 
secretary; Joseph Menz, director. 
Wisconsin 
Platteville, Wis, Sept. 19. 
Amusement Corp., Platteville, 
filed. Capital stock $10,000, 
in shares of $100. Incorporatorsa are 
Milton M. Cohn, H. J. Sanville and A. 
W. Steinmesch, all of Milwaukee. Au- 








Gem 
have been 





| 


}of Los 


ander T. Sokolow, 
Inc.—City and State of New York. 


wind Dipper Corporation—County of Los 
Angeles, 


thorized to acquire, purchase, rent and 
lease theatres and carry on other 


Move to Force 


+ 





RKO May Take Another 
Col. Spot; Dropping Maj. 


Columbus, Sept. 19. 

They’H be eating soon where the 
Majestic theatre now stands, as the 
owners of the RKO spots are re- 
ported figuring to convert the loca- 
tion into a restaurant. From pres- 
ent account RKO is to turn back the 
spot to the owners on Dec. 31. 

RKO, however, may not abandon 
Columbus but try to make a hook- 
up for its trademark in another 
house. 


PHILLY PROPOSES 5C 
AND 5% ADMISH TAXES 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 

City council's proposal last week 
to levy a 5c. admission tax on mo- 
tion picture theatres met with a 
long and loud protest from theatre 
owners today. 

One of the five new emergency 
tax measures approved by council's 
special committee on additional 
revenues, the tax would take form 
in a 5c. levy on all admissions be- 
tween 26 and 99c., and a 5% tax on 
higher-priced admissions, which, of 
course, would effect the legitimate 
theatres. 

In a statement issued by the 
MPTO of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
South Jersey and Delaware, it was 
protested that this action would vir- 
tually amount to a closing order for 
all of the smaller cinemas in the 
city, while the larger houses, most 
of whom have already absorbed the 
Federal tax either directly or by 
price reductions would find them- 
selves precariously situated. 

It was set forth that the exhibit- 
ors could not pass the tax on to the 
general public, already heavily bur- 
dened with taxes, and yet could 
hardly operate with the profit mar- 
gin cut down by the additional levy. 

The theatre owners are organizing 
their campaign against the measure, 
though no plan of action has been 
formed yet. There will be no for- 
mal protest until the new tax meas- 
ure comes up before council for 
action. 

Another of the taxation points 
approved in the same committee 
meeting which wili affect amuse- 
ment enterprises was a tax on Dbill- 
boards, which will also face op- 
position from amusement interests. 








Par Summons Peacock 
To N. Y. on Clearances 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Acceptance by MGM of the F-WC 
clearance demands allowing only 14 
days’ protection following downtown 
first runs, leaves only Paramount, 
among the major distributors, so far 
not in line. 

In an effort to get the Los Angeles 
Paramount ‘buy’ cleared up, Claude 
Peacock, Par’s local branch man- 
ager, received instructions from the 
home office Friday (16) to leave for 
New York at once. He left that 
night by plane, with indications he 
will be away 10 days. 


No Mich. Allied Conv. 
This Year—Depresh! 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 

There will be no Allied State 
convention this year says H. M. 
Richey. Departing from the past 
custom of a three-day business and 
social get-together, the organiation 
will hold a one-day business meet- 
ing instead. 

Shortened program has been sub- 
stituted in an effort to cooperate 
with exhibitors who are suffering 
from general business conditions, 








WHITMARSH STARTS SERVING 
Newark, Sept. 19. 

Stuart I. Whitmarsh has given up 

his appeal on his sentence of a year 











amusement enterprises 
California 
Sacramento, Sept. 19. 

Howard Sheehan Corporation—County 
Angelea. Capital stock, 1,000 
shares, none subscribed. Howard Shee- 
han, James Farraher, F. Stoeker. 

Marion Davies Foundation—County of 
Los Angeles. No capital stock. Frank 
F. Barham, George C. Young, Joseph 
Willicombe, Dilla W. Wenstrom, Alex- 


of Reliance 


Certified copy Pictures, 


Certificate of Dissolution of Whirl- 








for defrauding, and has _ started 
serving his term. 

He has no connection with the | 
present organization of the Little 
theatra, 

Judgments 

Craig Theatre Corp.; U. S. Rubber Co., i‘ 
trustees; $17,227. j 

Song Hit Guild, Ine.: Bethichem Prop- 
erties, Inc.; $527. 

Morris Gest; Cimelab, Inc.; $897 


Empire Picketing Bway Houses 


Emp.-306 Merger? 


Picketing by Empire of chain the- 
artes employing Sam Kaplan's 306 
operators will spread, from inside, 


taking in ail circuit houses in New 
York, including de luxers on Broad- 
way. Plans had been to start sta- 
tioning Empire protest-bearers in 
front of all big Broadway theatres 
Saturday (17), but they appeared 
only at the Roxy, Mayfair, Para- 
mount, Capitol, and State. 

Within informed union circles, it 
is stated that the Empire picket- 
ing of chain theatres, unionized in 
employment of 306 men and at the 
mercy of operator rivalry, is de- 
signed to bring about pressure by 
chains looking toward a merger of 
306 and Empire. That appears to 
union officials to be one apparent 
way out of present difficulties from 
the viewpoint of theatre men. 

Intimations are that if the Em- 
pire picketing and other trouble, in- 
cluding bombings, become obnoxious 
enough, chains will insist on a 
merger. But 306 will vigorously re- 
sist it, it is known. 

Meanwhile, the I.A.T.S.E. investi- 
gation of 306 and the entire New 
York operator situation continues 
without any inki.ng as to when a 
decision witl be issued. IATSE ac- 
countants are now going over the 
306 books thoroughly, questioning 
any item of expenditure that isn't 
clear to them. 

Kaplan Resign? 

Insistence that Kaplan resign as 
president of 306, whereupon all 
houses which swung to Empire will 
swing back to 306, is expressed in 
some quarters, but doubt that Kap- 
lan will step out, even under the 
greatest pressure, unless forced by 
IATSE, is at the same time stressed. 

The Kaplan union is clocking the 
Empire-manned houses, around 75, 
which it is picketing, reporting the- 
atres are suffering loss of attend- 
ance ranging from 10-35%. While 
having no check on how Loew's is 
suffering through picketing by Em- 
pire, the same average probably ap- 
plies. 

During the past week the Bronx 
Grand Jury questioned Kaplan 
(306) and Arthur Farkash, president 
of Empire, as well as numerous 306 
operators, in an investigation of 
Loew theatre bombings in the 
Bronx, Manhattan and Brooklyn. 
Case was brought in the Bronx spe- 
cifically as the result of finding an 
unexploded bag of dynamite in the 
battery room of one house. 

It had been lowered by a string 
from one of the ventilators on top of 
the theatre and was discovered by 
306 operators on going into the bat- 
tery room to throw the switch that 
recharges the juice, last duty before 
going home. 

At the Friday (16): hearing, the 
Grand Jury also began to inquire in 
operator assessments by 306 and 
other matters not bearing directly 
on the bombings. Meanwhile, 
Loew's, a neutral party thrown be- 
tween the flying fists of the two 
unions, appealed to the newspapers, 
asking them to play down stories of 
any further bombings or danger to 
patrons in theatres. 

teports that the papers had 
agreed not to print the names of any 
theatres endangered in future was 
denied by Loew’s. So far this cir- 
cuit has taken no court action in the 
way of injunction to stop picketing. 

The past week all Loew managers 
in Greater New York have been do- 
ing full time under orders to leave 
their posts only when necessary due 
to the bomb scare. Following dis- 
covery of the dynamite, managers 
are under orders to inspect their 
houses from top to bottom every 
few hours. 

While the N. Y. Court of Appeals 
recently ruled one union can picket 
another, difficulties with local police 
are being encountered by 306 pick- 
ets. Friday night, after 306 said 
Commissioner Mulrooney had prom- 
ised their pickets would not be mo- 
lested, 20 were arrested in Brooklyn 
and six in the Bronx. Among them 
were wives and mothers of 306 op- 
erators who have been pressed into 
service, 


When some of the pickets were 
arraigned in night court Friday (16) 
before Magistrate Irwin, the latter 
discharged them, saying that the 
right to picket theatres had been 
established by court and as long 
as the pickets were not creating a 
listurbance, blocking entrance to the 
theatre or otherwise becoming a 


nuisance, no crime was being com- 
mitted 
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‘THE PHONE IS. 
‘BUSY AT M-G-M! |. 


TO - THE TRADE PAPERS— 





at 






ite DZ Reserve your Headlines, boys! = 
4 ae 47 TO THE FAN MAGAZINES— = 





Tell the fans the Big News! 


TO VARIETY, M. P. DAILY— S 
Get your Box-Office Reports Section ready! re 
TO M. P. HERALD— =, 
Hold Top Spot in Box-Office Champions! tos 


NORMA SHEARER does it again! — = 














| We have just seen it in the Projection Room. And . 

at the _ we're telling the cockeyed world! Hiah 
_ , $ | Ars 
SMILIN’ THROUGH | ‘: 

is coming to bust your favorite house record high - 

wide and handsome. One of the greatest productions — 

. we've ever made—bar none! Is it sweet? Is it romantic? Hin 

Is it tearful? Is it thrilling? Oh boy, and how! wi 

Len. 

Who males the Best Pictures? You said it! si 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER — 
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| "Comparative Grosses for August 

















































































































PORTLAND, ORE. 
























































































































































































































































Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 _ 
PARA- First Year (Guilty as Hell Devil and Horse 
MOUNT $11,000 $16,000 the Deep Feathers 
High. $22,500 Mme. Schu- $9,000 $14,000 
(Continued from page 10) Low.. 5,000 mann-Heink Blanche 
Sweet 
SEAT TLE Pes... Rear of the | ie American . oe of 
-— — ragon Mouthpiece Madness onsent 
Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 High. $24,000 $5,100 °34,000 $6,500 $4,300 
Se 928.000 "a Year Skyscraper /|Guilty as Hell Be Low.. 2,000 | Vaude 
High. J 12,000 Souls $11,800 eathers UNITED | ai Musa. 1:. Banas | Waainalan | k Easily | 
Low.. 4,600| Monte Blue $7,400 Gilda Gray $16,000 ARTISTS bee: yee —— + bce 0a eee Twa y 
ORPHEUM | Roar of the | Tom Brown American Age of High. $13,000 | $4,000 $4,000 
High. $32,000| the Dragon of Culver Madness Consent Low.. 2,500 
Low.. 3,400 $5,600 $4,700 . $5,500 $4,200 — 
James Hall (Final wee 
eS : KANSAS CITY 
Ke a A —_ Sea War he a wareneer in Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 
_ 8 dventures spondent ° y “es MAIN Molly Tom Brown American Roar of the 
High. $17,000 and $2,500 $3,600 $3,000 STREET Louvain of Culver Madness Dragon 
Low.. 2,500) Many a Slip High. $32,000 $24,000 $11,000 $12,000 $20,500 
$3,200 ry : =" ns Low.. 8,000) Ted Lewis Desert Song 
LIBERTY Hound of The Stoker venging an ve LOEW’S White Downstairs |Speak Easil Blondie of 
Bion. $12,000; Baskerville $4,300 Seas a MIDLAND Zombie $11,500 $11,100 of the Follies 
ow.. 3,900 $4,200 and. $5,1 High. $35,000 $11,500 $10,500 
Sunset oo Low. A 7,000 
4,1 “NEWMAN | 7€; 
= tls ae he 98a nee First Year a Devil and eee 
igh. ’ and ° ry the Deep eathers 
DETROIT Low.. 4,400) Panther $7,800 $8,000 $15,000 
Lees Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 $10,000 
“MICHIGAN | Washington | Skyscraper . Blondie of LIBERTY Purchase Madame Guilty asHell| Love Is a 
High. $53,100} Masquerade Souls the Follies (High. $13,400 Price Racketeer $5,000 Racket 
Low.. 16,700 $23,600 27,900 $35,100 Low.. 2,800 $5,000 $4,200 $3,700 
Stage Show rey a 
FOX First Year First Year Purchase 
High. $50,000 $40,000 $16,000 Price BIRMINGHAM 
Low.. 9,000} Stage Show (2a week) $9,000 Aug. 6 Aug. 13 j Aug. 20 Aug. 27 
(New Low) . . * q 
ee - — ALABAMA First Year Skyscraper (| Guilty as Hell Horse 
FISHER Stranger in | Guilty as Hell Horse High. $00,000 $10,500 Souls $9,000 Feathers 
High. $29,000 Town $16,500 ere Low.. 00,000 $8,000 $14,000 
kow.. 9,400 Po i cal week) _ RITZ Strangers of | War Corre- American Blonde 
————— a ym —— the Evening respondent waeee omy 
ow... , and . 4,700 3,500 
BUFFALO bar” Brown 
Cine 3,500 
ox Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 EMPIRE Man from Washington | Make Mea |Two Seconds 
BUFFALO First Year |Guilty as Hell| Skyscraper High. $00,000; Yesterday Masquerade. Star $3,400 
High. $42,000 $23,300 $19,000 Souls Low.. 00,000 $2,900 . $3,200 
fow.. 13,800 Stage Show _|__ $18,000 STRAND Night Court Vanishing Dark Horse Passport 
HIPPO- Winner Week Ends Unashamed High. $00,000 $1,500 Frontier $1,600 to Hell 
DROME Take All Only $7,000 Low.. 00,000 $1,500 $1,400 
High. $22,000 $7,400 $6,500 —_ 
Low.. 900 
CENTURY Westward Roar of Madame LOUISVILLE 
High. $21,000 Passage the Dragon Racketeer Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 
Low.. 4,7 $7,100 $6,300 $6,500 LOEW'S Skyscraper Zombie Downstairs 
— Vaude High. $28,000 Souls $7,500 $7,100 
LAFAY- ve Paris Pn The Menace Low.. 4,900 $6,700 
ETTE eeps merica and STRAND First Year First Year Jewel 
High. $16,000 $7,000 $5,5Q0 Probation High. $12,500 $9,000 $4,100 Robbery 
Low.. _5,000 a : $7,500 ow.. 2,000 (24 _ week) _ $5,200 
RIALTO The Expert Week End Passport 
WASHINGTON High. $16,000/ $2,300 Marriage to Hell 
9 
Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 wit, x (3 daye) (S hove 0d dene) 
EARLE Love Is a Jewel War Corre- Hobart 
High. $25,000 Racket Robbery spondent Bosworth 
Low.. 6,000 $17,500 $16,000 $16,500 BROWN Is My Face | Roar of the Miss 
i eT ae Vaude , High. $14,000 Red Dragon Pinkerton 
PALACE First Year /| Guilty as Hell Blondie of |Low.. 1,700 $3,300 $2,800 $2,300 
High. $29,300 $15,000 $11,000 the Follies ALAMO Madame Texas Stranger 
Low.. 6,500 . $15,500 High. $11,600; Racketeer Bad Man in Town 
COLUMBIA | McKenna of Dynamite Isle of Low.. 1,700 $1,900 $2,506 $2,300 
High. $19,000 Mounted Ranch Paradise —> = 
ow.. 1,500 $2,200 $2,000 $6,000 TACOMA 
FOX | White Downstairs Speak Easily 
High. $41,500 Zombie $23,400 $24,400 a Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 
ow.. 11,000 $17,500 RIALTO Purchase First Year Passport Madame 
Stage Show J High, $00,000 Price and to Hell Racketeer 
KEITH'S Tom Brown American Age of Low.. 00,000 $2,300 Vanishing and and 
pion. $20,000; of Culver Madness Consent Frontier Congoritla Horse 
ow.. 4, $7,500 _ $7,500 ai $5,200 $2,800 $3,100 ‘—— 
PHILADELPHIA BLUE Purchase Hound of Mise Jewel 
MOUSE Price Baskervilles Pinkerton Robbery 
Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 High.. $8,300 $2,300 and $1,900 $2,000 
EARLE Man Called Million Make Me a | Low... 1,400 South Sea 
High. $27,000 Back Dollar Lege Star Adventures 
ow.. 11,500 $16,000 $16,500 $17,000 $2,100 
Jack Mulhall . — 
Vaude CINCINNATI 
Ox First Year Passport Painted 
High. $41,000; $23,500 to Hell Woman Aug. 6 Aug. 18 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 
Low.. 10, B. Compson $17,000 $20,000 ALBEE Washington Man Called Make Me a Madame 
HSTANLEY || Lady and Bring (Em | Skyscraper | ior. Sia500| "'g2200° | _ $19,500 $28,500 | “sin00” 
ig - ® en ac ou s ef ’ , , ’ ’ 
Low. . 8,000 $9,000 $8,500 $12,000 Vaude Hal Leroy Mills Bros. B. Compson 
_ | days) __ (5 days) PALACE Bring ’Em /|Guilty as Hell | Speak Easily Horse 
== High. $28,100; Back Alive $12,000 $12,500 Feathers 
BOSTON Low.. _7,200 $9,000 $22,500 
CAPITOL Unashamed Jewel Devil and Two Against 
oa Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 High. $22,000 $8,700 Robbery the Deep the World 
eek tenes aad Year we as Hell py and eo x Low.. 4,500 $9,000 $8,000 $10,000 
POLIT 44,000 18,000 the Deep 18,200 LYRIC Red-Headed | First Year First Year Skyscraper 
High. $66,000 Rio Rita $16,200 High. $23,900 Woman $15,000 $7,700 Souls 
Low.. 16 (8 days) (New Low) Low.. 5,000 $9,500 (24 week) $6,000 
eA War were yy! obey an va! ane bee Jail (24 week) 
sponden adness onsen 18,100 _ _ 
High. $41,200 $15,200 $20,000 $28,000 Fred Waring 
Low.. 6,140; Stage Show Ted Healy | Kate Smith PROVIDENCE 
KEITH'S Hollywood Igloo American. | Unholy Love Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 _ 
BOSTON Speaks $4,000 Madness $13,700 _ STATE White Downstairs |Speak Easily} Blondie of 
fish. $23,000 $6,700 (New Low) $8,300 Texas Guinan |High. $28,000 Zombie $6,000 $11,100 the Follies 
ow.. 4,000 Blanche Hilton Sisters ow.. 6,000 $9,900 $10,500 
Calloway RKO Tom Brown War Corre- American Hcld’Em Jail 
Vaude___ a Oe a= |, eT 000 ae — riety $8,700 
igh. J aude ‘ 0,200 
SAN FRANCISCO Low.. 3, a 
= Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 PARA- Man Called (Guilty as Hell! Devil and Horse 
a : . MOUNT Back ‘ the Deep Feathers 
: Ox Skyscraper First Year Passport Painted High. $18,000 $4,300 $6,200 $11,600 
fligh. $70,000 Souls $31,000 to Hell Woman Low.. 4,000 
ow.. Tee ea Lil ll wellex? Gaee MAJESTIC First Year Jewel Purchase Doctor X 
. High. $18,000 and Robbery Price and 
Td Stage Show nee Serer Low. 6,000 Bachelor's and and Crooner 
WARFIELD Madame _| Guilty as Hell Crooner Big City i Folly Almost Illegal $8,500 
High, $48,000; Racketeer $20,000 $18,000 Blues $7,100 Married $6,000 ; 
Low.. 8,200 $19,000 Chie Sale $17,000 $6,000 
Stage Show (New Low) | __ 
osco Ates “Ei , OETA aan 
- RKO Drifting Souts | Hell’s Angels Alibi Hollywood 
— George Raft VICTORY and and The ye 
PARA- Washington Devil and Horse Horse High.. $2,800! Bring ’Em Skippy Trespasser and 
_MOUNT Masquerade the Deep Feathers Feathers Low... 1400| Back Alive $2,400 and Wild Women 
High. $36,000 $7,500 $8,000 $21,000 $11,000 $2,100 East Lynne of Borneo 
Low.. 5,000) (2d week) (24 week) Ladies of the $1,400 
GOLDEN Bring ’Em War Corre- American Age of Big House | 
_ GATE Back Alive spondent Madness Consent ' _ $1,500 
High. $19,000} $21,000 $11,400 $11,700 $11,000 : |__|! Split Week _| : 
<< = 7,000. ——V aude Hor. Heidt === a | (Continued on page 27) 



























































































































































GTP-Duovac Suits 


(Continued from page 4) 
C. Mills and Music Publisher’ Proe 
tective Association for control of 
extensive copyrights on music and 
subsequent excluding agreements 
with exhibitors and producers, pro- 
hibiting use of music with any but 
ERPI apparatus, and controlling 
producers as to number of copy- 
rights used in production of films, 
| This agreement, complaints charge, 
tied up the music supply and was 
made possible only by the defend- 


ants’ dominant position in the pic- 
ture industry. 

Feature of the Duovac complaint, 
not included by GTP, is an attack on 
ERPI’s regulation of apparatus 
leased to exhibitors. Duovac 
charges ERPI exacted exorbitant 
fees for inspection service that was 
not rendered, or under the guise of 
additional royalties, with a large 
staff of engineers maintained to or- 
der unwarranted replacements. of 
parts 9n apparatus at the expense of 
exhibitor. 

This was made possible, Duovac 
charges, by a restrictive leasing pol- 
icy. Duovac manufactures photo- 
electric cells, headquartered at 360 
Furman street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Complaints, each a 40-page print- 
ed. book, say the ERPI license en- 
tanglements grew out of operations 
starting in 1919 when A. T. & T. 
acquired wide talker patent rights 
from Westinghouse, General Elec- 
tric, Radio Corp. of America and 
other companies, sufficient to dom- 
inate the field. 


Most of these, bills charge, were 
turned over to Western Electric. 
ERPI entered in the scene prior to 
Dec. 31, 1926, both complaints 
charge, when A. T. & T. and W. BH, 
turned over to ERPI enough pat- 
ents and license rights to control 
the industry. 

Clayton and Sherman Acts 


Plaintiffs then allege the three 
‘conspired’ on or a’ous Pan. 1, 1927, 
to violate Clayton Anti-Monopoly 
and Sherman Anti-Trust acts by an 
agreement with Vitaphone to fur- 
nish equipment, with that firm 
agreeing to use no other apparatus, 
Agreement with Vitaphone was 
dated April 20, 1926. 


Agreements on exclusive use of 
apparatus were then made, bills 
charge, with Hal Roach Studios 
(May 18, 1928), Christie Film (June 
20, 1928), Universal (July 18, 1928), 
Columbia (Sept. 25, 1928), Fox and 
Fox-Hearst (both Nov. 14, 1930). 
Previous agreements were made 
May 11, 1928, with Paramount, 
Metro and United Artists. 


Music Tax Phases 


Complaints charge a subsequent 
‘contractual letter’ bound leasees to 
install ERPI equipment in theatres 
controlled by them and to promote 
installations elsewhere, also gov- 
erning use of reproducing apparatus 
to show films of producing compa- 
nies licensed by ERPI and affect- 
ing at least 25% of nation’s theatres, 
representing at least a third of to- 
tal picture house seating capacity. 
Mills’ agreement on music copy- 
rights followed this. 

Charge is then that W.E., before 
Dec. 31, 1926, induced Vitaphone to 
sub-license Fox-Case, agreeing that 
W.E. furnish Fox-Case with equip- 
ment on terms similar to ones im- 
posed upon Vitaphone. Inspection 
fees O1md regulation of replacements 
figured after this. 

Effect of this cross-licensing and 
agreements, complaints charge, was 
that, by May 11, 1928, defendants 
had brought under their control 90% 
of producing and 50% of reproduc- 
ing, virtually tying up the industry 
and forcing independent producers 
and exhibitors out of business, par- 
ticularly in view of the Mills agree- 
ment. 

Plaintiffs in both suits ask tem- 
porary and permanent injunctions 
against enforcing agreements, also 
that the original agreements with 
W.@. and ERPI be declared illegal 
ab initio and damages or other res- 
titution be ordered at the discretion 
of the court. Plaintiffs give dam- 
ages as ‘in excess of $2,500,000.” In- 
junction against the Mills agreement 
is asked in both, 

Duovac suit asks injunction 
against ERPI’s regulations on re- 
placements of parts and exaction of 
inspection fees. 

GTP complaint is signed by M. A, 
Schlessinger, president, and gives 
Samuel E. Darby, Jr., Ephraim Ber- 
jliner and former Judge Hugh M, 





| Morris, who presided in the DeFor- 
|est-Western Electric patent suit, ag 
counsel for plaintiff. Morris and 
Darby are also counsel for plaintiff 
in the Duovae suit, which is signed 
by Nathan Goldman, president 
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HELMESS 
MAKES HISTORY! 





‘Tuesday, Septer ber 20, 1932 
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. . Broken Blossoms 
.. . -1ol’able David 
... Bright Shawl 
Patent Leather Kid 


... +. Weary River 


.... Dawn Patrol 





BARTHELMESS 


‘CABIN INT 






ANGLES 


that will bring 


out the -misers! , 






With Henry b. walthall, 
Berton Churchill, Walter 
Percival, Tuily Marshall, 
Edmund Breese, Dorothy 
Peterson, Hardie Albright, 
David Landau, Directed 
by Michael Curtiz.- A 
First National Picture. 
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G on 
ARE SOUTHERN 
GIRLS LOVE 
EXPERTS? 


Do Dixie’s beauties 
“have it all over”’ 
Northern girls in 
love-making? Could 
the girls you know 
match the flaring ex- 
citement and reck- 
less abandon of a 
flaming southern 
LOVE THIEF? 
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MODERN 
SLAVERY 
EXPOSED! 


A titanic struggle for 
FREEDOM from 
a new kind of slavery 

. Stealing, burning, 
killing . . . a feud to 
the death between 
white slaves and 
masters! A _ tumul- 
tuous drama of tan- 
gled loves, lives and 
loyalties. 















DIXIE’S 
OWN 
STORY! 


The North had its 
machine age and 
gang war films, the 
West its covered 
wagon, now here’s a 
heart-throbbing epic 
of Dixie. Romance 
under a plantation 
moon, feuds that run 
the gamut of human 
emotions. 
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HE COTTON’ 


‘EVERY WEEK 
‘THE NEW SEA‘ 








“HAVE MADE BOX. 
OFFICE HISTORY! 
“Life Begins” ‘ 
“Blessed Event 
“The Crash” : 
“Tiger Shark” 


“VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 
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for the ‘D’ card. The qualified man | 
must remain in charge of the/tre’s treasurer to open safe, picked 
|Romano’s mugg out of the rogue's 

















machines 
Seventy-five independent theatres gallery 
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Publix Favors New Ad_ | Mor 
omparative Grosses for Augus ie Pix | Ovethead Slash 
Manual for All Big Pix 
a The special ad manual designed | Los Angeles, Sept. 19 Oklahom a 
: by Ed Olmstead on ‘Prosperity’ | Manager of the Alcazar, Bell Allezations of 
(Continued from page 25) (Metro) for Publix, first of its kind/| Cal., was informed by Fox West Pei. sagen 
LOS ANGELES ever used by any chain, is to be | Coast home offices that in the ane Ck. 
=n dheac dh dteatnapsenctemseetl placed in use by Publix on all its|]| future, house’s rent would be that major motion .- 
] Aug. 6 Aug. we __ Aug. 20 Aug. 27 important pictures. Outstanding | 48c. less each week. panies ‘have conspired crain 
LOEW'S | First Year Skyscraper Bachelors’ Passport to ceature of the manual, as pointed After conferences with the trade’ were attacked ana defended 
STATE | $25.000 Souls Affairs Hell out, is that a manager can manipu-|| juilding owners, circuit suc- bac smalatiliteat etal a te 
High. $48,000) Stage Show $18,600 $18,000 $16,700 late the ad material provided andi] cceded ir. getting a rent re- ae ee ee a 
Low.. 10,000, Cy ee not lose what Publix is trying to detedian ait $05 " Pe [argument on defense motion to 
PARA- Madame Guilty as Hell Horse Horse sell on its pictures, i eee |}make charges ‘more definite.’ 
MOUNT Racketeer $17,000 Feathers Feathers Angle of the manual, as mana- | Momand charged Paramount- 
High. $57,800 | $14,000 $32,000 $16,200 gers and advertising men in the size, and an assortment of display | Publix and certain other film com- 
Low.. 8,000) Staze Show oar. sid 2d week) __| field have been advised, is that it} units which can be easily grouped; panies are monopolizing 95% of the 
WARNERS'’ Jewel Crooner Doctor X Big City ‘gives us a unique character of dis-| or assembled either by themselves| picture business and are violating 
HOLLYW’'D | Robbery $10,000 $8,500 Blues play which will positively dominate! or with portions of the regular press | federal anti-trust laws. 
High. $37,800 | $9,100 $7,000 every page where it appears.’ | sheet, exchange mats. ete.,.are pro-| Federal Judge Edgar S. Vaught 
Low.. 6,500 3 Pe ee ee. Sample layouts of every type and) vided |} took the case under advisement. 
WARNERS'’ Purchase Stranger Jewel Crooner 
DOWNT'WN Price in Town Robbery $9,800 — ; ; = : = : 
High. $38,000 $11,000 $9,700 $10,700 —— 
Low.. 7,000' Vaude | ee 
NEW HAVEN i | 
hus. 6 Aug. 13 | Aug. 20 | Aug. 27 | | 
PARA- Madame |Guilty as Hell| Devil and Horse ' 
MOUNT Racketeer $8,100 the Deep Feathers 
High. $21,000 $7,500 $9,000 $14,000 
Low.. 6,300) Stage Show Latcddely (eee ae SS 7) a ; 
FOX-POLI First Year Congorilla Tom Brown Zombie ' 
High. $26,000 and $5,590 and ana | ° : 
Low.. 4,000 By Whose Passport to |Speak Easily | : 
a Hand Hell } $8,000 : 
’ a Tc $5,000 maa a7 
SHERMAN | Is My Face | Man Called Jewel Blonde 
High. $16,000 Red Back Robbery Captive ; 
Low.. 1,500 and and and and i 
Cross Purchase Stranger Crooner : 
Examination Price in Town $4,000 ; 
[> €3.300 | . $6,000 __ $4,800 _ 2 
et ee oe To every meamber of the Paramount 
Aug. 6 | __ Aug. 13 | __ Aug. 20 | Aug. 27 ttl 
DENVER Man from Washington | Guilty cs Hell Horse > - “s f k- ) 
High. $27,700 Yesterday Masquerade $19,000 Feathers Publix Corporation; to the ellow wor 
Low.. 7,000 $9,500 $114.000 Desert Song $16,000 
Ted Mack i Fred Schmitt f ° th ti 
PARA- Dark Horse Miss Downstairs | Doctor X ers of my twenty years in the motion 
MOUNT $2,200 Pinkerton $5,900 $6.900 
High. $22,000| (New Low) 3,800 . ‘ d f 3 d i 
Low.. 2,200 as picture industry; fo my friends among 
ORPHEUM First Year Jewel American Back Street ; 
High. $20,000 $16,000 Robbery Madness $14,000 ae " 
Low.. 10,000) Mitzi Green $13,500 $12,000 Jack Dempsey exhibitors, distributors, pro ucers, 
Vaude 
* ggg Rider of Almoet Stranger in Igloo i : ' it 
igh.. . Death alley arried Town $1,900 d d er 
Low... 1,900 | $2,700 $2,500 $2,500 (New Low) ac Ors, irec Ors, wr ers, an ev Y ! 
a eae | ae ae AS Te aes Dee Re ke ‘ 
MONTREAL other branch, and to my friends of the 
“ MES ie bd 
_ Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 _ t 
LOEW'S Man from Unashamed Lady and Bring 'Em press— 
High. $18,500 Yesterday $13,000 Gent Back i 
Low.. 7,500 $12,000 $12,000 $13,000 
Vaude Gene Dennis : i 
PALACE Rebecca Washington Bring 'Em First Year é if 
High. $32,000 $11,000 Masquerade Back $12,000 : + 
Low.. 7,000 $12,000 $13,000 [ ° lL d e L, L i 
CAPITOL (Life Goes On Miss Two Seconds | Guilty as Hel! WwIs to exten my sincere t anks : i 
High. $30,000 | - and Pinkerton and and i 
Low.. 5,500 2 hog 9 zn ane Reser ead Ff > app and at | . ti t ° Hy 
ollar Legs ark Horse acketeer om’dments f { i f ih 
$10,000 $10,000 $12,000 $10,000 grafetul appreciation for e tine ; i 
Gene Dennis " S ; i 
PRINCESS | Monte Carlo Roar of White Man Called | | f 4 h d h hy th. 
High. $25,000 Madness the Dragon Zombie Back oya ty, renas ip an support I at ave : 
Low.. 4,500 ‘ and “ a 6 , and. aaite and ‘ 
onor oadhouse ren’t We trangers o k lj Pe ve hy h - “ hs 3 
Press dee 36.500 fine ept me supplied with the inspiration } 
$8,000 $6,500 $6,500 hy 
IMPERIAL /|Vieux Garcon/Paris Beguin| C’est Beau | Daily Change : + 
High.. $6,000 $1,800 $1,800 L’Amour of Program so necessary to progress. ; 
Low... 1,800 (French (French) $2,000 $1,800 : ; ig 
made) (French) ; Hi! 
Pu Aug. 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20 Aug. 27 2 . eee. ‘ f 
RKO Winner Roar of the American Blonde The f ff | h < } 
ORPHEUM Take All Dragon Madness Captive termination O my aml lation wit at 
gtten. ag $11,000 $10,000 $13,000 $11,000 H 
ow... ’ Alice Joy Hobart bli 4 % Th 
eee te seomerth Paramount Publix Corporation enables | 
‘ “ or Aes 000 First Year es | as Hell Devil and Horse 
igh. A $17,000 8,500 the Deep Feathers f fi bi . iT 
igs ot abe roe eves me to fulfil my ambition to return to | 
LYRIC Million Miss Skyscraper | Rich Always LET 
High.. $7,000) Dollar Legs Pinkerton Souls With Us h fj ° . Z ; i 
Low... 1,200' 36.000 | _$4.300 | _—_$3.000__!_—_—$6.900___ the field in which | staried—independent oh 
>. 
4 sdentiiied with Allied Exhibitors of d . : { 
Can. Gov't Rules 2d Man Ontario and 27 houses of the pro uction. 
In Booth Unnecessary Famous Players’ chain are bene- fi 
fited by the new ruling which has 
Ottawa, Sept. 19. been established by the authorities ‘! 
A government ruling has given | Without one change in the wording i 
100 theatres in Ontario a real break. of the regulations. The order is a a) 
Z ¢ blow to union operators because j 
According to a new interpretation | many of the second men in a booth { 
of the statutes covering the film | were members of organized labor - 
Projection in theatres, there is rojand they are no longer necessary JESSE [ LASKY | 
further necessity for the employ-|under the interpretation which ° : 
ment of a second qualified operator |came about as a result of confer- ' 
in any house having less than 750 | ences between the Government and i 
seats. In place of this second | representatives of the independents. & 
operator, the theatre manager is at : ; 
liberty to make use of an _ usher, ENTIFY BAND 
doorman or other employee for the ID = oo ead 19 609 Ocean Front ‘ 
re-winding providing the helper ae ij. -nalleste - ? > : 
has a Government Class ‘D’ license . Four sige Ma of the RAO Pal- Santa Monica Calif 
eard which is anybody’s for the | *°® here wrens ed masagee cnagennan / ° 
price of $5 per annum. Even the arrested in ron as one of two gun- 
manager or the owner himself can |™en Who stuck up the theatre two aif 
do the re-winding under the rul-| Weeks ago and got away with a WW 
ing because of a decision that no | $3,000 payroll. 
& law prevents a man_ performing Frank Hines, house manager, and | 
work for himself for which he is|three of the nine employees who / 
qualified. There is no examination | Were imprisoned in his office while i 
gunman’s partner forced the thea- 
} 
' 
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MARION DAVIES 
BLONDIE OF THE FOLLIES 
Lux Toilet Soap is won 


HELEN. HAYES 
THE WHITE SISTER 


“Keeps my skin 


VIRGINIA BRUCE 
DOWNSTAIRS 


‘(Keeps my skin s 


o smooth’”’ 














derful”” 


ANITA PAGE 
SKYSCRAPER SOULS 
‘“} always use it’’ 


in perfect condition”’ 


_. MYRNA LOY 
THE MASK OF FU MANCHU 
1 use it regularly”’ 


JOAN CRAWFORD 
F ‘‘Helps kee 


GRAND HOTEL 
+} always use rh ad 





KAREN MORLEY 
WASHINGTON MASQUERADE 
ly smooth’”’ 


‘é‘Leaves skin exquisite 


HEDDA HOPPER MAUREEN O’SULLIVAN 
DOWNSTAIRS PAYMENT DEFERRED 
++} am devoted to it”’ ‘The secret of skin care”’ 


——— 





JEAN HARLOW 
RED DUST 
p my skin glowing”’ 


DOROTHY JORDAN 
THE WET PARADE 


+) always use Lux Toilet Soap”’ 


DIANA WYNYARD 
RASPUTIN 


‘sKeeps skin smooth and clear’’ 
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“We use LUX Toilet Soap” 
say these famous M.G.M. stars 





*RIUMPHANTLY these irresistible stars 
win the hearts of thousands! 


i. Each enchantingly individual, but 
they all have the most appealing charm of 
all... flawlessly smooth skin. 


And each and every one of this glamorous 
array of M. G. M. stars relies on Lux Toilet 
Soap to guard complexion beauty. For 
they’ve found that this gentle, delicately fra- 
grant soap is soothing to every type of skin. 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it 


“For the very smooth skin required by the 
close-up,”’ says Marion Davies, “I find Lux 
Toilet Soap is wonderful.” 


And Joan Crawford says: “Hollywood 
directors found out long ago that a girl 
simply must have ravishing skin to win her 


COLLEEN M 
mM 


had M. G. 
Excellent for 


FERRED sKeeps skin s° ver 


’’ 
nch soaps 


public. I’ve never found anything like Lux 
Toilet Soap for keeping my skin lovely.” 


Nine out of ten screen stars are devoted 
to this very white, fragrant soap! They love 
its matchless whiteness...its instant abun- 
dant lather, even in hard water... its sooth- 
ing, caressing effect on the skin, They like, 
too, the fact that Lux Toilet Soap is made 
just as the finest French soaps are made, 


Lux Toilet Soap is the official soap at 
M. G. M.’s famous Culver City studios and 
in all the other great film studios, 


For, of the 694 important actresses in 
Hollywood, including all stars, 686 use it 


regularly. 


You, too, can have the charm of tempt- 
ingly beautiful skin. Begin using the stars’ 
favorite complexion care today. 
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INDUSTRY BAN 


ON PREMIUMS 
IMPENDS 


With more than 5,000 
throughout the country being esti- 
mated as utilizing the premium 


route to stimulate biz, further ani- 
mosity against premiums and give- 
aways is being aroused through- 
out the industry generally and 
principally by the major circuits. 

All of the latter, with the excep- 
tion of Fox West Coast, are in- 
dicated to be definitely opposed to 
giveaways. In the east certain indie 
chains are using the schemes. How- 
ever, from the furore that has been 
aroused and the complaints which 
have been made to distributors, 
FWC will probably eventually fall 
in line with the stand of the majors 
and ban giveaways. 

From what can be _ gathered 
through inquiry among the circuit 
operators, the giveaways and pre- 
miums on b.o. admissions tend to 
hurt business rather than aid the 
houses in the long run. The gen- 
eral estimate is that the giveaways 
only provoke a kind of temporary 
and sort of artifical stimulus which, 
once. begun, ‘must be continued. 
That’s because customers become 
accustomed to expect the premiums 
before they would consider paying 
admission. 


Confession of Weakness 


Instances are cited and the majors 
are pointing a_ strong finger 
against those who may utilize 
giveaways and premiums as inef- 
ficient operators of theatres and 
who may not be able to properly 
\Sendie houses otherwise. The ma- 
jors take the attitude that utilizing 
premiums to stimulate the b.o. is 
akin to a confession on inexpert 
theatre operation. 

Besides which the premiums are 
paid for by the theatres and as 
such gives the general admissions 
charged as these giveaway houses 
an aspect of a price discount on 


| 
theatres 
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Watchful Waiting 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 


Although F-WC district su- 
pervisors moved _ into their 
new guarters a week ago, no 
names have as yet been painted 
1! on the doors of the individual 
offices. 
| Probably waiting for the 10 

drive to end Sept. 24, 


weeks 
to find out if the grosses will 
warrant putting the painter to 


Exhibs Who Play Duals 
After Others, Court 
Chi Film Row Chill 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Balaban & Katz ‘B’ houses are 
|now slated to drop double features 
|Sept. 30. Affected are the Ma>~bro, 
Granada, Riviera, Southtown, Hard- 
ing and Tower. Rest of circuit is 
expected to follow suit within a 
week or two, or as booking coa- 




















| 
| work. one supe speculated. 


‘PUBLIX DETROIT MUSIC 





WALKOUT AVERTED 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 
A walkout of musicians at the 
Publix Michigan and Publix Fisher 


averted when Joe 
M. wired the 


theatres was 
Weber of the A. F. 
local board to give an additional 
week for negotiations. Publix had 
been stalling the settlement of the 
yearly contract negotiations since 
the last year’s contract expired Sept. 
1. It was agreed at that time that 
all changes in terms would be re- 
troactive to Sept. 1. 

Before Weber asked the postpone- 
ment the union officials demanded 
that Publix agree to 24 men for the 
present season using only 21 of the 
men with three having a day off 
every day. For this the officials 
agreed to cut the scale to $72 from 
the present $85. In their final ulti- 
matum the union stated that either 
the terms be given or a walk after 
the show on Thursday (15). 

Understood that Publix offered $70 
for a minimum of 18 men. 

The Michigan and Fisher are the 
only houses still using stage shows. 
The Fox has been playing straight 
pictures since mid-August due to 
labor troubles. 





tickets. Basically, the majors have 
pointed out, this amounts to a low- 
ered admission price and as such 
violates the protection angles of 
film booking contracts. 

That’s how the distribs come into 
the picture but.so far there is no 
concerted movement by the dis- 
tribs. 
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Thanks to 





Sure Fire 
Box Office and 
Stage Dynamite 





V New Broadway | 


Once Again 
CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


L.K. SIDNEY and MARVIN SCHENCK 
for Their Confidence in Me 





BENNY 
DAVIS 








Stars 
of the Future 





AT THE 


(SEPT. 15) | 
Direction 
JOHNNY HYDE 
WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


tracts permit. Suburban houses of 
Publix affiliation have already 
stopped duals. 

There will be little said officially 
when the extra picture is cut from 
schedule. Change will be eased 
across by all circuits with the hope 
that the public will not be unduly 
aroused to any feeling of reduced 
quantity for their money. 

While the movement is supposed 
to be universal and affect everyone 
in the Chicago area there is no 
guaranty that there won't be hold- 
outs who will continue with duals 
in a hope of attracting bargain 
trade and capitalize on the change. 
Against. this menace the weapon to 
be used will be a new form of pro- 
tection whereby the double feature 
house will be denied playdates :o 
long as the picture has not played 
every other house in the neighbor- 
hood. 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 

Film exchanges here are under- 
stood to have vetoed any two-for- 
ones at the Fulton, Shea-Hyde 
house, this year. Site operated 
under this policy all of last season. 
drawing plenty of fire from nabe 
houses, who contended two-for- 
ones put first-run scale below that 
of subsequent run theatres. 
Fulton has- been on a 25a scale 
all summer, making it necessary tc 
play chiefly indie product, but goes 
to a 40c top Friday (23). 





Des Moines Would Run 
Local Film Delivery 


Burlington, Ia., Sept. 19. 
Curtailed. train connections. and 
possible bus transportation service 
cuts has led C. A, Gatchell, Des 
Moines, to make application to the 
Iowa state railroad commission for 
a certificate of convenience to es- 
tablish a motor vehicle route solely 
for the transportation of picture 
film. Sept. 27 has been fixed for 
the hearing. 

Proposal would connect the cap- 
itol city and towns of Ainsworth, 
Columbus Junction, Grandview, Wa- 
pello, Mediapolis, Burlington, Mid- 
dletown, Danville, New London, Mt. 
Pleasant, Donnellson, Farmington, 
Bonaparte, Keosauqua, Cantril, Mil- 
ton, Bloomfield, Moulton, Center- 





Indifferent Horses 





Crowd was so unmanageable 
at the opening of ‘Strange 
Interlude’ at the Chinese, that 
tobert Collier decided to use 
mounted police to handle the 
mobs at the opening of ‘Rain.’ 

This time it was the horses 
that became unmanageable,’ 
—and was Collier's face red? 
—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


BIG VAUDE, PIC HOUSE 
WAR IN TOWN OF 18,000 


Glens Falls, N. Y., Sept. 19. 

A vaudeville and motion picture 
war is in progress in Glens Falls, a 
little city of 18,000 with a drawing 
power of 40,000 from a radium of 
20 miles. Two vaudeville houses, 
also featuring first run films,are bat- 
tling it out in the vaude field, while 
the picture opposition includes a 
Paramount first run ‘ouse and 
three second runs, making six thea- 
tres in all. 
The Rialto, which was given up 
several months ago by William Ben- 
ton, chain theatre operator of Sara- 
toga Springs, reopened Sept. 10, 
with five acts of RKO vaude and a 
first run film under the management 
of Fred Colburn, who owns both the 
tialto and Park theatre properties; 











J. <A. Fitzgerald, owner of the 
Strand, Hudson Falls, N. Y., and 
Kenneth Sheldon. House plays 
vaude onty the last half. 

The Empire, opposition to the 


Rialto, is operated by Peter Dana, 
who ran through the summer with 
pictures and tabs, and, beginning 
last Saturday. opened with seven 
acts of vaudeville and pix for a full 


week. Dana is booking indepen- 
dently out of New York under the 
title of ‘Paramount Vaudeviile.’ 


L. J. Ciarkey operates the Empire 
for Dana 

The Paramount, a new house, is 
first run under the management of 
Milton Schosburg. The State is 
running.second run ,owned and op- 
erated by Fred Mausert. The Strand 
at Hudson Falls, three miles south 
of Glens Falls, is second run. 


Tacoma Drnanaite 


Tacoma, Sept. 19. 

Bombed by vandals, local. nabe 
theatre, the Community, was badly 
wrecked last week, its front walls 
and boxoffice completely demolished. 
Loss estimated at $1,500 but nobody 
hurt. This ‘s the second time in 
two years this house has been 
bembed with bizh explosives. Stench 
bombs were frequent. 

Three suspects were arrested but 
later released. J. Richard Porter, 





ville, Mystic and Albia. 





Labor Settlements Made; 
Par Reopens 6 in Miami 


Publix resumed operation of its 
theatres in Miami and _ suburbs 
Thursday (15) after settlement of 
the operator difficulties there by 
telephone from New York: Men take 
a substantial cut, new deal calling 
for four men at Olympia, Miami, 
at $60 a week; four at Paramount, 
Miami, $52.50; two at Rex, $55; and 
one each, at $55, at Rosetta; Com- 
munity (Miami Beach) and Coral 
tables. x 

Men last year were getting $85. 
Demanding same figure this year, 
Publix countered by closing down 
all its Miami and suburb houses. 
Harry Sherman, Publix labor con- 
|} tact, and W. P. Raoul, IATSE spe- 
cial rep, worked from the New York 
end on the settlement. 








Pan, L. A., Will Reopen 
In Three Wks., First Run 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
The Pantages, which went dark 
Wednesday (14), is being redecorat- 


operator of the house, was of the 
opinion that labor disputes formed 
the only possible solution for the 
crime. He said that for some time 
four pickets have annoyed patrons. 





Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 
Thrown by unknowns for an un- 
determined reason, stench bombs 
emptied a capacity house at the 
State, Publix ace loop house here. 
Publix has no labor trouble here 
and its officials cannot comprehend 
the motives. 


STEFFES SUES 
PUBLIX N. W. 
ON ZONING 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19 


Alleging restraint of interstate 


commerce and conspiracy to create 


a monopoly in theatre exhibition for 
Publix Northwest theatres, a test 
to determine the validity of zoning 
and protection agreements has been 
filed in federal court here in behalf 
of independent theatre owners, 
members of the Northwest Allied 
States association. 

The plaintiff is the Peoples The- 
atre Co., owned by W. A. Steffes, 
president of Allied States and busi- 
ness manager of the Northwest sec- 
tion, operating several neighborhood 
theatres here. In his complaint, 
Steffes names all the local film ex- 
changes and their managers and the 
Minneapolis Film Board of Trade 
as defendants. He claims the lat- 
ter are fixing, regulating and con- 
trolling the prices which the public 
in the territory shall pay for thea- 
tre admissions. 

Steffes asks the court to annul 
and enjoin the further carrying out 
of the zoning and protection pian, 
the restraining of the plaintiffs ‘from 
interfering with the free exercise 
by this petitioner and other ex- 
hibitors similarly situated of their 
right to contract for pictures with- 
out regard to prior exhibition in 
other places and towns,’ enjoining 
of the exchanges from inclusion of 
objectionable ‘restrictive provisions’ 
detailed in the complaint and ‘such 
other further and general relief as 
may seem just to the court.’ 


Golden at RKO, St. Louis, 
After 13 Yrs. with F-WC 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Lou Golden, with Fox West Coast 
for the past i3 years, has resigned 
and joined RKO in St. Louis. He 
will manage the St. Louis. 

Hi Peskay -transfers from the 
F-WC LaBrea to the Golden Gate, 
Belvedere Gardens, Cal., to replace 
Golden. 














EDDIE STANLEY 


4th Week Paramount Theatre 
Los Angeles 




















Now Booking—Harry Richman in ‘t Love a Pa- 
rade,"’ The Jesters, ‘‘Pop, Vim and Vigor,” one~- 
reel foaturettes, Radio Sories. 
STANLEY DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 














FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 

















LONG TACK SAM 


AND DAUGHTER—MINNA NEESA 


AFTER SEVERAL CABLES TO 
PERSONALLY ENGAGED BY MR. 


SID GRAUMAN’S PROLOGUE, “RAIN” 


CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, INDEFINITELY 
My Representatives: 


SHANGHAI, CHINA, 
SID GRAUMAN FOR 


WEBER & SIMON 
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el and will be ready to reopen in 
three weeks. 

New policy will be first run pic- 
tures, with Loew’s State, downtown, 
having first cnoice of product 


2 L, A. THEATRE STICKUPS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Burglars 


Park, L. A 
and got $700. 


suburb, Sunday 


St., L. A., was held up by gunmen 
Sunday night at the box office and 
$70 was taken from her. 




















blew open the safe of} 
the Fox Lyric theatre, Huntington | 
night 


Opal Porter, cashier of the Main | 


WEBK SEPT. 


FAMOUS EUROPEAN DANCING STARS 
Touring Successfully in United States 


THIS WEEK, CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 


23—UPTOWN, CHICAGO 


| Completed Pictures for M-G-M, Universal and 
} RKO Studios 


gg & “Gg” 











NENA and ESCOBAR 
Sensational Tango-Rhumba 





SPANISH-AMERICAN NOVELTY 


NIGHT IN SPAIN 


and 
Artist 


! 

| | HEADLINING WARNERS’ DOWNTOWN, LOS ANGELES (WEEK SBPPT. 8) 
1 | Direction JOSEPHINE CANNELLA, 729 S. Normandie, 

i 


Versatile Musical Genias 
MARVIN HATLEY 
Playing 20 instruments (4 at 
one time), and his orchestra 


Los Angeles 











ee 


ee ead 


ee een 


i 


-_ 
- 


lei 


on 
th 


fo 
tu 
to 


enanw 


-- nn 2 eed 


Sy erwa 


a 
the 








oe 








an tad GIL 6 


ACLS, A ARR a aOR SER ES > 


ee sperceners 


— i 


Tuesday, September 20, 1932 








VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY $1 





- —=3 








——— 





BECK SETS BACK 
FOREIGN ACTS’ 


RKO DATES 


RKO's vaudeville time shrinkage, 


leaving the booking office in a spot 
on advance engagements, has forced 
the circuit to request nine European 
acts to postpone their sailing dates 
for a month, at least. The foreign 
turns hold contracts and will have 
to be played or paid eventually. 

Martin Feck booked 12 foreign 
acts during his European trip a few 
months ago, three of which are al- 
ready here and playing. They are 
Gracie Schenk, who has 20 RKO 
weeks, Bood and Bood, and Mady 
and Co., booked for 10 weeks each. 

The nine acts that will have to 
wait until RKO finds a way to play 
them are Campo and Partners, G. 
Triovanni, Mara’s Marionettes, 
Kirkwhite and Addison, Dolinoff and 
Raya Sisters, Ike Freedmand, Scar- 
lett’s Chimpanzees, Claudia Alba 
and Fransky. 


RKO Vaude Into Troy; 
Maybe 86th and 58th 
St., N. Y., Later On 


RKO is 
plenty, 


The vaude situation at 


having its ups and downs 


currently. Each week brings new 
complications, what with the unions 
and conditions generally besides a 
persistent feeling of disappoinment 
entertained by the theatre division 
in the booking office. 

However, RKO will chance vaude 
on a split week basis at Proctor’s, 
Troy, in upstate New York, begin- 
ning Sept. 24, with changes Wednes- 
day and Saturday. In Boston, RKO 
has the problem of having its two 
ace spots playing simultaneous 
vaude, one house with five acts and 
the other with seven. The houses 
are across the street from each 
other and in direct competition this 
Way. 

After Pill Raynor got there he 
looked over the situation and ad. 
vocated a change. One of the spots 
originally was to get Fanchon & 
Marco shows but the fact that F. 
& M. shows are spotted at the Par’s 
Metropolitan precluded them from 
showing for RKO in Boston. The 
result muy be that the RKO-Bos- 
ton may go in for specially designed 
stage shows if RKO can find a 
suitable producer. The RKO Keith's 
will stick to a combo program with 
vaude. 

In the meantime, RKO has been 


handed a petition from Schnectady 4 


citizens signed with 1,600 names, 
asking the circuit to reinstate vaude 
tn that town, but RKO suspicions 
that it was inspired by unions and 
go are traipsing easy on the thing. 

In New York the question of put- 
ting vaude back into the RKO 86th 
St. and the Proctor’s 58th St., is 
being held in abeyance because un- 
der a straight film policy both 
houses are showing okay. However, 
tf a slough period comes along, 
vwaude may go in pronto. 


Holtz for Loew 


Lou~ Holtz, who closed’ with 
Humpty Dumpty’ in Pittsburgh 
Saturday night (17), opens for Loew 
Sept. 30 at the Paradise, New York, 
at $6,000 net. 

Metropolitan, Brooklyn, is booked 
to follow, with further Loew time 

neiled im at the Capitol, New 

ork, and the rest of the Loew pic- 
ture houses. 





Bobbe Arnst—‘Whoopee’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Bobbe Arnst has been added to 
oe & Marco’s ‘Whoopee.’ Le- 
Prinz is staging. Leo Flanders 
fs drilling the singers and will han- 
Gle the baton on the road. 
Virginia Lee Bolton, Carter De- 
Haven, Jr., and Pietro Gentile also 
@dded to this tab’s roster. 


NWEWBERRY-RANDALL TEAM 


Barbara Newberry and Carl Ran- 
Gall are teaming as a new combina- 
tion for vaudeville. 

They open for Loew at the State, 
New York, Sept. 30. 





} 





$2,000,000 Bookings 





Probably a record of some 
sort is the $2,000,000 worth of 
bookings which one agency has 
for its group of artists. They 


include Duke Ellington, Don 
Redman, Casa Loma, Cab Cal- 
loway and Baron Lee’s Blue 
Rhythm Orchestra, along with 
Belle Baker, Victor Young, 
Mills Bros. and Ruth Etting. 


Agency is Mills-Rockwell. 

Activities embrace picture 
houses, radio and disk records 
with all of these artists tripling 
prolifically, plus nite club work 
for the Calloway, Lee, and El- 
lington bands. 

The high total of bookings 
is computed on $4,000 and $5,- 
000 salaries for such attrac- 
tions as Ellington, Calloway, 


Baker, Mills Bros., Etting, et 
al., chiefly from Loew's and 
Publix. 











NASH SISTERS IN 
IMMIGRATION JAM 


Theresa and Fran Corrigan known 
professionally as the Nash Sisters 
queried at Ellis Island last 
for the 
month period permitted Canadians. 
The dancers hail from Toronto. The 
sisters were ordered home but will 
be allowed to return. 

The Nash girls came to New York 
primarily to learn dancing but also 
appeared professionally in shows 
aboard liners which made vacation 
cruises, It was charged that an in- 
structor introduced the girls to an 
alleged immigration inspector, who 
they say, accepted a $500 diamond 
ring to ‘square the rap’. They failed 
to identify the man at an Ellis 
Island line-up. 





were 


week overstaying six- 





KALCHEIM-PUBLIX 


Former RKO Booker Goes Over as 
Stage Booking Head 

Harry Kalcheim, former RKO 
booker, is giving up his agency 
franchise this week to go with Pub- 
lix as stage booking head. He will 
do the act buying for the eight Pub- 
lix picture house weeks. 

Publix has been operating without 
a booking head for the past six 
months, during which time the 
booking was supervised by Boris 





Morros, the producing head. Latter 
continues as supervisor but not 
booking. 


Kalcheim was a Keith and RKO 
booker in Chicago and New York for 
years. He turned agent last spring. 





Cardini Complains 
Against Keith Clark 


Cardini, the vaudeville sleight of 
hand artist, has filed complaints at 
the V. M. A. and Equity against 
Keith Clark over the latter’s alleged 
use of Cardini’s material in the new 
‘Vanities.’ Clark was imported from 
England for the Carroll musical. 

Cardini has ae contract with 
George White for the next ‘Scan- 
dals.’ 


Dora Maughan’s Club 


Dora Maughan, back from Lon- 
don, plans to open a class cafe on 
New York’s east side. A couple of 
show offers in view for Miss 
Maughan, too. 

Miss Maughan has brought over 
Eve Beck and another English girl 
to assist in her act, be it finally 
nite club or show. 


Lowry’s Loew Route 


Ed Lowry goes over to the Loew 
picture house time for 10 weeks 
commencing Sept. 30 at the Capito}, 
New York. 

Lowry will m.c. the Loew bills 
on a week’s stand basis. 





Collette Lyons’ Renewal 
Publix has picked up a four-week 
option on Collette Lyons, from 
vaudeville, following an original two 
weeks’ booking. 
Miss Lyons starts the 
month Sept. 23 in Chicago. 


added 





Mitchell-Durant on Road 
Mitchell and Durant are set 
the road ‘Vanities’ which goes 
next month. 
Vaudeville team will fi the same 
spet they held in the CarroH revue's 
New York run last season. 


for 
out 





HONORED AT LAST 


After 14 Years 





Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
years the War Depart- 
recognized Sidney M 


After 14 
ment has 


Fox West Coast, as a hero of the 
world conflict. Schallman has been 
awarded the Order of the Purple 
Heart for meritorious military ser- 


vice. It’s a medal originated by 
George Washington. 
Schallman has been active in 


Coast vaude circles for the past 10 
years. He is one of the Schallman 
brothers of Chicago. 


Tishman as Exhib; 
Vaud Booker-Agent 
Takes Ifinois Spot 


Sam Tishman, former Keith and 
RKO booker, will become a picture 
exhib Oct. 1, leaving the vaudeville 
business. He’s taking over the 
Paramount theatre, - Wheaton, IIL, 
from Publix-Great States on a lease 
land will operate with straight pic- 
tures. 

In turning theatre operator, Tish- 
man relinquishes his RKO agency 
franchise. He became an agent last 
year upon leaving RKO after more 
than 20 years with the same circuit 
as a booker in Chicago and New 
York. 


RADIO SONGSTRESSES 
SWITCH SPOTS IN BALT. 


Baltimore, Sept. 12. 

After having spent some $1,500 
on pre-exploitation on Kate Smith, 
Izzy Rappaport had to get a new 
show in a last-minute rush for his 
Hippodrome. CBS warbler can- 
celled on account of illness. 

According to the contract, how- 
ever, Miss Smith will show here be- 
| tore making another personal ap- 
pearance. Now slated to make her 
personal debut in Baltimore Sept. 
29, in for eight days. 

Booking for the house this week 
on the replacement brought in Mil- 
dred Bailey . 


Ist N. Y. Daily’s Reviews 
Of Stage Presentations 


The New York ‘World-Telegram’ 
started yesterday (Monday) giving 
regular reviews to stage shows in 
Broadway deluxers. Film houses 
have been after newspapers for a 
long time in an attempt to gain 
recognition for their stage policies, 
but have never succeeded previously 
in getting more than a few lines of 
cursory mention. 

George Ross, Broadway column- 
ist for the ‘Telegram,’ has been as- 
signed the reviewing task and will 
have a report on the three Broad- 
way houses, plus the State and 
Palace, vaude houses, every Mon- 
day. 

















Pearl-Loew Split 


Loew and Jack Pearl failed to 
get together on a salary dispute, re- 
sult being that the comedian’s fu- 
ture Loew dates are off. 

Pearl played the Capitol, New 
York, last week and the week before 
at $3,500 per. Pearl wanted the same 
sum for the other houses but Loew 
wouldn’t agree. 








Murray Follows Bing 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Ken Murray will top the Para- 
mount stage show opening Sept. 29, 
following Bing Crosby. : 
Latter, currently at 
Oakland, plays’ there 
opening here Sept. 22. 


HELLER WITH MAESTRO 


the Fox, 
six days, 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 
Little Jackie Heller, Pittsburgh 
youngster and for several years 


with the Benny Davis act, goes with 
Ben Bernie this season, opening at 
the College Inn, Chicago, with the 
band Sept. 28. 

Heller closes the 


this week at 


has been stationed all summer. 





Stafford Leaves Warfield 

San Francisco, Sept. 

Jess Stafford bows out of Loew's 

Warfield at end of sixth week as 
m.c. and director. 

Band man dickering 

| Jobs, among them ‘the Palace 

| No successor set for the Warfield. 


19. 





got several 


Sidney Schaliman Gets War Medal | 


Schallman, junior vaude booker for | 


500 Club in Atlantic City, where he | 


Hotel. | 





RKO-F anchon & Marco Deal Off, but 
Booking Relations Will Continue 


+ 
— G=« ae 





| RKO LETOUTS 


Ass't Bookers, Vet Contract Dept. 
Members and Stenogs Go 








| George Oberlander and Jimmy 
| Kane, assistant bookers, and Charlie 
Monash and A. T. Sherman, of the 


i 
| 
| contract department, in addition to 


| half dozen stenogs, were the let- 
|outs in the RKO New York booking 
| office last week. Monash and Sher- 
|man were each with the circuit for 
pevont than 20 years. 
| Stenog letouts left only Martin 
| Beck and George Godfrey with pri- 
vate secretaries, the four bookers 
| new splitting three stenos between 
them and minus the former privacy. 
Beck denied reports that one or 
|more of the first-string bookers are 
on the out list. 


4 COMMISH CLAIMS 
BEFORE AGENTS’ ASS’N 


Four commish claims were among 
the half dozen cases arbitrated by 
the RKO agents’ association board 
last week. Others were acts’ re- 
| quests for release from their agents. 

Wayne Christy and Nat Sobel’s 
dispute over commish rights to the 
act of Rae, Levan and Murphy was 
called a draw when both agents 
failed to produce an authorization 
from the turn at the meeting. Later 
Christy produced the necessary 
proof and was awarded the act. 
Both agents had requested Jeff 
Davis to book the turn for them 
with the Boston office. 

In another action Sobel’s claim 
for commissions from Bobby Ran- 
dall Co., on Boston bookings ar- 
ranged through Davis, was disal- 
lowed. 

Curtis & Allen took exception to 
Milt Lewis’ booking for King Brawn 
at the Prospect, Brooklyn, but lost 
the decision. 

Charlie Morrison entered a claim 
for commissions from Ted Lewis’ 
Fanchon & Marco unit engagements 
in RKO theatres. Board would not 
arbitrate on the grounds of no jur- 
isdiction. 

Boyd Senter, and Carr Bros. and 
Betty requested releases from Web- 
er-Simon and Billy Jackson. Sen- 
ter was turned down, while the Carr 
case was tabled pending testimony 
from Jackson. 














STRICTLY RKO 


RKO Agents’ Ass’n Won’t Arbitrate 
On Outside Or Legit Bookings 





RKO agents’ association will re- 
main strictly RKO and will not ar- 
bitrate or discuss the disputes of 
any of its agent-members when the 
dispute concerns a booking with 
any other eircuit, or with legit. 

In a dispute between Harry Romm 
and Lee Stewart, RKO agents, over 
the signing of Bob Hope for ‘Bally- 
hoo’ (musical), the association ruled 
it could not render a_ decision. 
Romm claimed he had the ‘in’ on 
the musical engagement and went 
to Stewart to arrange to take Hope 
|; around for the job, which he got. 




















Jack Hodgdon’s Franchise 


Jack Hodgdon, 
has received an agency 
|from RKO and starts on 
this week as an act rep. 
| Hodgdon is a son of the late Sam 
| K. Hodgdon. Latter 
of the Keith vaudeville exchange 
which is the RKO booking office of 
| today. Jack Hodgdon was released 
| 2 couple of months ago after more 


booker, 
franchise 
the floor 


former 


| 
| 


| than 20 years in the booking of- | 
fice. His brother, Ray, is on the | 
road scouting theatres for RKO. 


MURRAY-OAKLAND RETURN 
| Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

|} John T. Murray and Vivian Oak- 
land are reunited as a 


| 
| sitietitleaniiidigsicanen = 


vaude act. 


| They will play the RKO Golden 
| Gate, Frisco, week of Sept. 23. Fol- 
|lowing week brings them to. the 
| Hillstreet here 

Team has intermittently played 


houses 


in pictures and in picture 
the past five years 


Was organier | 


RKO's 50% into 
|}Fanchon & which 


| Mike Marco was to have become the 


proposed buy 


Marco, under 


vaudeville circuit's booking head, is 
RKO and F. & M. will con- 


tinue relations on a straight booking 
basis, with the circuit playing the 
F-M units in several theatres. 

The RKO-F-M deal was hot for 
over a month and appeared to have 
been practically” closed early last 
week but was declared definitely off 
following the RKO board meeting 
last Thursday (15). 

Sentiment at RKO was divided 
with the theatre department foster- 
ing the deal and the booking de- 
partment entering objections. F-M 
previously had opposed the report- 
ed RKO demand that the unit pro- 
ducing film dispose of its other con- 
nections, including the Fox West 
Coast-Skouras, and any booking 
deals F&M may have made or is 
about to make with other circuits 
for the playing of its units. 

F&M is now likely to remain an 
independent producer of stagé shows 
with its units playing all circuits. 

Martin Beck yesterday (Monday) 
denied a report that the opposition 
from the RKO end to the deal was 
led by Mrs. Katherine Kohl and 
supported by the Orpheum circuit 
faction. 


Arbuckle South for 
RKO at $1,500 Wkly. 


Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle, on corit 
pletion of his second short for WB, 
will go south for RKO at $1,500 a 


week. He opens Oct. 28 at Dallas 
and follows in to San Antonio, 
Houston, New Orleans and Memphis 
with three additional weeks being 
worked out. Leo Morrison agented 
through Joe Rifkin in New York. 

Arbuckle’s first WB short will be 
released around Oct. 1. The stage 
dates are to take up the time War- 
ners will use to determine the re- 
action to the comedian’s screen re- 
turn. If satisfactory he will make 
additional shorts. 


Rubin at $2,250 


Benny Rubin is booked for three 
Loew weeks in New York. Starts 
Sept. 30 at the Capitol at $2,250. 

New salary is a $250 raise for 
Rubin over his previous Loew fig- 
ure, also at the Capitol, early in 
the summer. Al Melnick agented. 


cold, 














Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Benny Rubin leaves here tomor- 
row (20) for New York to play three 
weeks for Loew. He opens at the 
Capitol, N. Y., with a week each at 
the Valencia and Paradise to follow. 

Comedian must be back in Holly- 
wood in five weeks to do a feature 
for Phil Goldstone, and also work on 
story. Sam Fischer, in Rubin's act, 
accompanies him. 


BARRIS’ VAUDE ACT 


In With Nut Club Outfit—$12,000 
Settlement from NBC 














Harry Barris is going vaude with 
| his Nut Club frolic. He’s now at the 
Greenwich Village spot getting an 
| intensive after midnite radio bally- 
hoo on several stations. 

Barris and NBC have split fol- 
lowing a tiff with John S. Royal of 
| the broadcasting company. 3arris 
| received around $12,000 in settle- 
;} ment on an 18 month contract call- 
ing for $350 weekly. 





Francis, Morgan, Dunn 
Set for RKO Routes 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


Alec Francis, Gene Morgan and 
Josephine Dunn have been given 
RKO yaude routes through the Bill 


Meiklejohn office. Francis opens at 


the State Lake, Chicago, Oct. 1, 
while Morgan and Miss Dunn start 
at the Orpheum, Denver, the same 
date 

Bela Lugosi is also framing a 

iude act with an Rko route in 
view. He's penciled to break-in at 
the State, Long Beach, Cal., this 
bweek. 
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4 Frisco Spots Reopen, 





3 with Stage Shows 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 


By October there will be 


film and 
than 
Orpheum, 
United 
stage 
Coast talent 

Sam Harris, 
Ackerman & 
President Thursday 
erate Duffy's old legit 
ing ‘em first run pix, 
dies, and a stage show. His son, 
Herbert, will manage and Ella 
Weston will book. Harris has Nell 
Harding framing chorus numbers 
and Joe Livingstone as conductor. 
Union gave him a temporary con- 
session of five musicians. 

RKO unbuttoned the Orph last 
Friday (9), moving ‘Back Street’ 
in after playing the Golden Gate. 
Picture does one week, followed by 
first run of ‘Okay America’ and 
then house darkens until Sept. 30, 
when new stage show policy will 
be inaugurated. Tivoli is to be re- 
opened about end of this month by 
E. J. Norman, whose identity has 
been something of a local mystery. 
Announeed that he'll put in vaud- 
film. 

United Artists will light up about 
22, although definite date not de- 
termined. 


vaude houses open here 
Reopening of 
Tivoli 
former three with 
means a boost for 
and film exchanges. 
former partner in 
Harris, opens the 
(15). He'll op- 
house giv- 
largely in- 


in some years 


President, and 
Artists, 


talent, 





Publix-RKO Drop Shows 
Denver; Labor Trouble 


Denver, Sept. 19. 

Publix and RKO have agreed to 
cut out stage shows here begin- 
ning Sept. 22. Matter of union 
conditions. The RKO house is 
pegled with the Huffman theatres. 
Huffman operates for both himself 
and RKO. 

Publix spotted Fanchon & Marco 
shows here at the Denver. If the 
unions and circuits can get together 


more 








Gag Feud 

Chicago, Sept. 19 
Ray Mayer of Evans and 
Mayer, declares that the feud 
between Milton Berle ind 
Richy Craig over material 

turned out to be a civil war 
Both were fighting over 70- 

year-old gags 











Tack Cooper in $250 
Balto. Commish Battle 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 

Who pays the commission, is the 
problem te be debated before the 
local courts shortly because of a 
suit filed for Jackie Cooper against 
the Rappaport Theatres, Inc. That 
latter means Izzy Rappaport and 
his indie vaudfilm Hippodrome. 

Suit asks for $250, which is the 
difference between the $5,000 salary 
agreed upon for the showing on the 
week of May 14 last, and the $4,750 
actually paid. Mrs. Mabel Cooper, 
mother of the boy, is now seeking 
to collect that extra coin. 

But it’s claimed that the $250 
which is 5% commission, was duly 
and properly deducted, according to 
the contract. 


St. Louis Back 


St. Louis, Sept. 19. 

RKO’'s St. Louis reopened Sept. 
17, with Loew's ‘Rio Rita’ tab and 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio) on 
the screen, 

Norma Talmadge and George 
Jessel will follow, with ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ the picture, week of Sept. 
24. Following that this house will 
revert to weekly change with vaude. 











‘Hoot Mon’ Readying 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Under the working title of ‘Hoot 
Mon,’ Larry Ceballos started rehear- 
sals Tuesday (13) of a new F-M 
unit that will feature Dick Hender- 
son and Miller »nd Mack. 

Walter Sachs will manage 
unit. 


the 





on scale the shows may return. 














Mr. John Maxello, 

E! Capitan Theatre, 

San Francisco, Cal. 
Dear John: 

I am sending you this token of 
my great appreciation of your 
wonderful act. Not only is this 
medal intended for the great merit 
of your attraction, but my friend- 
ship and admiration for you and 
your organization. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 


(Signed) Sid Grauman. 





Gold Medal Awarded by 
MR. SID GRAUMAN 


TO JOHN MAXELLO 


FROM SID GRAUMAN 
In Appreciation of Your 
Wonderful Act 


HOLLYWOOD 
1932 


THE MAXELLOS 


























Modern 
Creations 


Put Your Act Over in a Big Way with an Attractive Stage 
Setting Skillfully Executed with Character and Individuality 


LOS ANGELES SCENIC STUDIOS, Inc. 


108 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


SCENERY 


For the 
Stage 








: Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 





Saranac Lake, Sept. 17. 


Vaude road shows, booked 
Merrill, 
playing one nighters in this 
lot 


and 


Mrs. 
| oMice, 
| territory. shooting up a 
of standard viz.: Al 
Fannie Stedman, Turner Bros., Don- 
avan & Lee, Bozo Snyder, Joe 
Roberts, Earl, Jack & Betty, 
McGarry and the Swan Sisters. 
Kelly and Butch Kanabe 
the Overlook 


Now 
turns, 


and 
| Larry 
are entertaining at 
Sddie Casey, 
managing same. Big biz. 

Russ Kelly, who has seen plenty 


Inn. 


French hospitaling in New York for 
a general look over. A preview to 
an operation. 


Mrs. Ruth T. Leith, now Lake 
Placiding, ogled the lodge and liked 
it. 

Chris Hagedorn made happy by 
visitors who gave him the come- 
back spirit galore. 


Monthly Passing Show 
Dr. Edgar Mayer dishing out good 
reports right and left....Betty Sisto 
has left the lodge with an official 


Nolan, Raybrook, N. Y., ready to 
leave....Jeanene LaFaun back from 
New York with added weight.... 
Danny Murphy returns after two 
weeks with the family in New 
York....Fifi Climas a newcomer.... 
Jack Girard another new arrival, 
but will make the grade okay.... 
Tom Creamer, I. A. T. S. E. boy, 
back here at the lodge after two 
years of Broadwaying, just a little 
run down....Tommy.Abbott knifed 
by Dr. Woodruff, one boy who didn’t 
mind the cut....Phyllis Milford in 
New York for three weeks, having 
received an oke_ report....Jack 
Nicolls has left and may Vermont 
it for a few days....Dr. George 
Wilson pinch hitting for Doc Mayer 
over WJZ, voice all right, too.... 
Marion Greene at her best at the 
Broadway Suranac cottage, gets 
good report....Mr. and Mrs. Charley 
Bordley both on the right side of 
that report sheet, just returned from 
a vacash....Dan Astella back after 
three weeks of farming....Murray 
Salet left for Manhattan after a 
summer of warbling here.,..Joseph 
Parker improving and got a big 
kick out of his mother’s surprise 
visit; what those visits mean to a 
patient!....Dr. Tabershaw the pride 
of the San and showing up patients 
on the oke side....Mannie Lowy, 
musician, new in the hill top city, 
doing well under observation.... 
Jack Flaum has permission for 
added exercise....Natalie Feldman, 
a new arrival at the lodge under 
observation...,.Bobby Graham, that 
Toronto boy, doesn’t forget the 
show folk here, via the postal route, 
weekly....Elsie Johnson out motor- 
ing for the first time....Thelma 
Meeker anticipates an Arizona trip, 
may try it out there for the cold 
months; she has staged a great 
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ex-producer, is} 


via | 


of the RKO Boston! 





of years in the curing service, went | 








Can’t Fool Him 





Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

A local vaude house man- 
ager caught Ward and Van, 
standard comedy musical act, 
at a showing date. When 
asked how he liked the turn 
he replied: 

‘If that one guy would geta 
new pair of suspenders the act 
would be allright. Last night 
he had to stop playing his 
fiddle a dozen times to pull up 
his pants.’ 











come-back....Cecilia Hafermann is 
taking the cure at the R. S. S., Rut- 


land, Mass., and reported on the 
mend. 
Write to those you know who are 
ill. 
N. V. A. Sanatorium 
Tommy Abbott Mike McNamee 
Dan Astella Lawrence McCarthy 


Thelma Meeker 
PhyHils Milford 
Alma Montague 
Richard Moore 
Danny Murphy 
Harry Namba 
George Neville 
Loran Newell 
Helen O'Reilly 
Gladys Palmer 
Angela Papulis 
Joseph Parker 
Louie Reingold 
Annamae Powers 
Nellie Quealy 
Ford Raymond 


Fred Bashman 
Stella Barrett 
Happy Benway 
Charles Bloomfield 
Fred Buck 
William Canton 
Alice Carman 
Fifi Climas 
Ethel Clouds 
Edith Cohen 
Tom Creamer 
Mae Delany 
John Dempsey 
Frisco DeVere 
Harry English 
Natalie Feldman 


Jack Flaum Fred Rith 
Olga Gaier Ben Shaffer 
Jack Girard Toni Temple 


Chris Hagedorn 
Dorothy Harvard 
George Harmon 
James Hicks 
Ida Howard 
Millie Jasper 
Elsie Johnson 
Jeanene LaFaun 
Vernon Lawrence 
Lilly Leonora 
Charles Libcape 
John Louden 
Joe McGreevey 


Tommy Vicks 
Catherine Vogelle 
Eddie Voss 
James Williams 
Xela Edwards 
Dorothy Wilson 
Lillian Zeigler 
James Hicks 
Jack Girard 
Fifi Climas 
Louie Reingold 
Tom Creamer 
Mannie Lowy 


Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charles Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charley Bordley, Riverside Hotel. 
James Chambers, Raybrook, N. Y, 
Marion Greene, 58 Riverside Drive. 
Margaret Groves, 16 Marshall street. 
Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, 76% Blooming- 
dale avenue. 
Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. 
Mannie Lowy, 24 Helen street. 
Marilyn Moran, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Andrew Molony, 26 Front street, 
Rita Nolan, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Joe Reilly, 54 Sheppard avenue. 
Jack Nicoils, care 901 Taxi, 
Freddy Stockman, Raybrook, 
Teddy Lorraine, Sunmount, 
H. L. Pech, Sunmount, N. 
Jack Altree, Sunmount, N. 
Jack Kroos, Sunmount, N. 
Jack Bocksmith, Sunmount, 
Francis Dugan, Sunmount, 


N. 


Z 
+ 
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RKO Acts Can Now Pick 
Their N. Y. or Chi Agents 


Objections from numerous acts 
have resulted in a change by the 
RKO agents’ association of the are 
rangement by which the New York 
and Chicago agents book each 
other's turns on a split commish 
basis. Under the new deal acts 
have the right to select their own 
eastern or western rep. 

The old system sanctioned exclu- 
sive deals between New York and 
Chicago agents with their respec- 
tive acts compelled to abide by 
their agent’s eastern or western 
connection. 

New York agents’ acts now can 
pick their own Chi agents, provid- 
ing the Chi rep splits the commish 
with the acts’ authorized N. Y, 
agents. 


Prize Unit in Oct. 

Bobby Connelly and Gorge Lib- 
bey will produce the RKO Oppor- 
tunity Revue which is slated for 
the Palace sometime in October. 
Cast will be composed of prize 
winners of similar revues put on by 
RKO in the latter's out-of-town 
theatres. 

Materal is being prepared by Are 
thur Swanstrom, 








Century’s Vaude Solo 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 19. 
Century theatre is bringing in the 
Mills Bros. as single stage act. 
First vaude try by Publix here 
in two years and not likely to be 
policy at present. 


VALYDA AS WOLF FOIL 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Fanchon & Marco has sent Rose 
Valyda to Cleveland to support 
Rube Wolf at the 105th Street 
(RKO) for two weeks. 
Upon her return, Miss Valyda will 
again be featured in an F&M unit, 


He M THEATRICAL 


TRUNKS 
NATHAN TRUNK CO. 


1338 W. 45th St. (Nr. B’way) 
1,000 Used Trunks Always on Hand 

















Tel. Bryant 9-0651 











band; 24 girls in line. 


Fox Theatre, 








ATTRACTIONS WANTED! 


The South’s finest theatre is now booking feature spot 
acts; singles, or teams, but MUST be names! 
New policy with 40 piece pit orchestra, 20 pieee stage 


If you’re headed for Florida this winter get in touch 
with the undersigned and break your jump in the finest 
de luxe theatre in the South. 

ADDRESS: 


N. EDWARD BECK, Managing Director 


Atlanta, Ga. 
































DICK 


AND 


EDITH 











KEEPING UP THAT INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION?! 


BARSTOW 


“EDUCATED FEET” 


OPENED LONDON PALLADIUM AND SAVOY HOTEL AUG. 29, AND 
IMMEDIATELY HELD OVER AT BOTH PLACES FOR SECOND WEEK 


Thanks to the Following: 


GEORGE BLACK and VAL PARNELL for offers to play Holborn Empire, General Theatres and Alhambra, Paris. 
JOHN SOUTHERN, for London Pavilion dates. 
R. H. GILLESPIE and CHARLES GULLIVER for Victoria Palace and Moss Empires dates. 


It Is Nice to Be Remembered After an Absence of Nearly Three Years 


European Representatives: FOSTERS’ AGENCY 
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BURLESQUE — VAUDE 


VARIETY 33 
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Empire Wheel Casts 


Complete casts of principals of the 
pew Empire wheel's 12 starting 
ghows are as follows: 

‘Follies of Pleasure’ 

Rube Bernstein, producer; Billy 
Fields, Chuck Callahan, Sam Kline, 
Bobby Leonard, Dot A’Hearn, Jean- 


nette Alabassi, Bower Sisters, Bert 
Grant. 
‘Merry Whirl’ 

Rube Bernstein, producer; Russell 
Trent, Lillian Murray, Ritzie Phil- 
lips, Rosemond May, Bert Saunders, 
Porothy Delfaven, Palmer Cote, 
Harry Stratton, Happy Hyatt. 

‘Girls from Dixie’ 
James Lake, producer; Jean W m 


Eve'yn Brooks, 
Bimbo Davis, 


Jjiams, John Barry, 
Irving Witt, Chas. 


(Continued on game 37) 





Floor Show on Stage 
Montreal, Sept. 19. 

Phil Maurice’s floor show, from 
his Chez Maurice, is playing Loew’s 
here this week in place of the reg- 
viar Loew vaude bill. 

Wini Shaw heads 
troupe. 


the 20-people 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
__(Week_$ Sept. 10), _ Albeoe, _Bklya 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R ICH 


witb 


CHERI 
“Miss Pert oi Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South Americas Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Okianomas Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The “hinese Helen Kane 
BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondei) & Mack) 
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WANTED 


6 PONY CHORUS GIRLS 


for vaudeville act. Must do acro- 
batic dancing. Not over 5 ft. in 
height, not over 100 ponds in weight. 
Apply JULIET HEATH. 201 West 
49th street, New York, Room 301. 




















Three Society Steppers 
CLARKE, GRATIS and GREER 


Opening RKO Golden Gate, 
San Francisco 
Representative, ABE SUGARMAN 








| LOEW POSTPONES VAUDE 


| Holds Off on Stovalend and Pitt Due 
to Unions—Rochester’s $10,000 Bill 





| Loew has postponed its vaudeville 


| return in Cleveland and Pittsburgh, 
| pending adjustment of labor prob- 
|lems in both towns. Rochester, N. 
| Y., opens Sept. 23, as planned. 

Rochester’s opening bill, 
lined by Pola 
nearly $10,000 
comprise Alex 
|Colleano, Zelaya, 


|; Mann. 
| 


in salaries, will 


and Barto and 


| Shows Back in Syracuse; 


19. 
Burlesyue, either Empire wheel 
or stock, will return to Syracuse 
within the next fornight. Date de- 
pends on completion of changes at 
the Syracuse theatre, a 20-year lease 
|on which was acquired last week by 
| the Rismore Corp. from the Albany 
Savings Bank. With the reopening, 
the house will become the Ritz. 
The new operating 
has Nathan L. Robbins, of Utica, 
former head of Robbins Enterprices. 
and one-time lessee of the Temple 


Syracuse, Sept. 





here, as its active exec. A house 

manager will be designated. 
Alterations include enlarging of 

the stage, construction of new dress- 


ing rooms, refurnishing and instal- 

lation of Western Electric sound. 
Split week changes and a scale 

10-20-30 are contemplated. 


of 


WB’s 4 Weeks 


Warners’ vaudeville book gves to 
four weeks at the end of this month 
by the addition of three last halves 





in Hartford and Waterbury, Conn., 
and Lawrence, Mass. The Conn. 
houses start Sept. 23, and Law- 
rence Sept. 29. 

The additions will bring the com- 
bined Loew-WB time, when the 


booking merger is completed to 20% 
weeks. 


Band Blizzard 


Baltimore, Sept. 
are coming back into 
popularity here. Loew 13 
sending in heavy-money vr usical 
outfits starting next week with 
Duke Ellington and running Buddy 
Rogers and Jack Denny in that 
order. 

Over at the rival and indie vaud- 
film Hippodrome, Rudy Vallee ar- 
rives next week to try to out-moan 
Ellington. 


19. 
Bands 
vaude 

















Se 


LEON ERROL 


Loew Theatres Now 











RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Comes Back With 


“Let ‘Variety’ worry. No use of 
us all worrying.’ 











BURLESQUE 2-NIGHTERS 
Williamsport, Pa., Sept. 19. 

‘French Frolics,’ billed as Empire 
burlesque, opened at the Majestic, 
the only legitimate theatre in the 
city. 

Business was not good. 
theatre is on a district 
Easton, Williamsport, Johnstown, 
Altoona and Reading, two days. 


The loeal 


FRISCO CAPITOL’S COMBO 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 
Capitol reverts to burlesque Sun- 
day (18) after six weeks of vaude, 
House using a line of girls, di- 
rected by Lillian Hunt, specialties | 
and three acts booked by Bert Levey 
office. 














WE ARE READY TO BOOK 
THE BEST ACTS 
AVAILABLE 


If you have open time, 


communicate immedi- 


ately with A. E. Chapman, Managing Director 


FOx BROOKL 
FLATBUSH 


YN THEATRE 
AT NEVINS 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 








head- | 
Negri and priced at} 
also | 


Hyde's girl band, Con 


Nat Robbins Takes House 


corporation | 


‘circuit’— | 





Numerology 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Fanchon & Marco's ‘Georgia 


Minstrel’ unit is top-heavy 


with numerical billing 

In addition to the Three 
Gobs, unit has the Three 
Georgia Browns and the Five 


Crackerjacks. 


Pitts. Academy’s Stock 











| 
i 
| 


With Local Runway Gals' 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 

Academy will not play 
wheel shows this season, 
revert to stock, which it 
during the closing months 
season. 

Company, recruited in the east, 
| irneludes Eddie (Nuts) Kaplan, Hap 
Fryer, Happy Hyatt, Roy Butler, | 
Jo Ann Dare, Mary Walton, Mildred 
Lew Petell, 


but will 


of 


| Cozierré, Olga Petrone, 
| Lew Lewis, Al Baker, 
| Marcel Newberry, Peggy Hill, 
Ritchie, Ann Mitchell, 
Naomin Mitchell and Louise Baker. 
There's also a chorus of 
runway ensemble of 12, 
latter Pittsburgh girls. 


Alice 





DOUBLE SPLIT 


Lafayette Bills of 3 White and 
Colored Acts Twice Weekly 








Lafayette, Harlem, back to vaude 
last week, will play three white and 
| three colored acts on each bill with 
changes twice weekly. The Dows are 
| booking. 

Same agency has been instructed 
to prepare bookings for the Willis 
3ronx, starting Oct. 1. This is a 
Consolidated chain tink which hasn't 

| played stage shows in three years. 
Policy six acts on a split. 





Non-Union Music at 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 

Hon. Nichols, the vet burlesque 
operator of this burg, has broken 
| with the Musical Union, Amcr. Fed- 
leration of Musicians’ affiliate. His 
|Gayety stock spot is now employ- 
|ing seven men in the pit, none 
members of the union. 
| On the other hand, Izzy Herk’s 
|local stop, the Palace, is con- 
ltracted for union men. 


Fay’s Radio Names 


Providence, Sept. 19. 

Fay is going after a radio name 
policy to bolster his vaudfilm house 
|here, Fay’s. Ether personalities will 
| be the special booking. 

Vaughn DeLeath is the first, 
opening here Sept. 24, at $2,750 
which inciudes wire charges for the 
|'CBS songstress. 








Jacobs-Oz Agency 


Jenie Jacobs and O. L. Oz have 
formed an RKO agency partnership. 
They start operating on that basis 
this week. 

Oz’s former partnership with Phil 
| Morris was severed during the last 
agency cut. At.the same time Miss 
| Jacobs was doubled up with Aaron 
Kessler. Latter will make another 
connection. 


H. 0. H.’"S PRESENTATIONS 





Manhattan Playhouses, struggling | 


through the summer with vaude at 
the Mt. Morris, New York, only one 
of its 30 houses not straight film, 
is now trying a presentation policy 
at the Harlem Opera House, 125th 
street. First show went in Satur- 
day (17). 


Boots Rush, | 


‘$39,611 Gross Returns, 


20 and a/| 
all of the} 


Nichols’ Balto. Gayety | 


| Hippodrome 
Empire | 
| bergers 
played | 
last | 


Fred Schanberger, Jr., would do 
the act supervising, with Laurence 
Schanberger in general charge of 


Eddie Aiken, | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


q |for a gross 


j}act 








Changes will be twice weekly with | 


stage shows working around a band. 
Formerly house played 
vaude. 


regular | 


PALACE, BALTIMORE 


Sept. 10. 
contribution 


Baltimore, 
This is Izzy Herk’s 

to show business in Baltimore, 
once more gives the city two burley 
arenas. Herk, in taking this house, 
split a long-standing 
with Hon Nichols, down at 
Gayety. And Nichols, irked 
Herk, has gone into stock with 


at 


and | 


relationship | 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


| 


‘Pro- | 


| 
| 


gressive Burlesque,’ and stacking 
headliner and stripper against | 
Herk’s Empire shows. | 
And because Nichols is long es- 
tablished here and his house recog- | 


nized as the one burley spot in town, 


Herk is going to have trouble at 
this off-the-stem spot. This, despite 
the fact that the house many years | 


(Continued on page 
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Both 42d St. Burlesques Ordered 


Closed Immediately by Mayor 





BALTO. VAUDE MINDED 


Schanbergers Mull 10 Week Act Try | 
Due to Hipp and Century 
Baltimore, Sept. 19. 

-mindedness of the indie 

(Izzy Rappaport) and 

Century has the Schan- 

figuring on at least a 10- 

week try of RKO vaude at Keith's 

Len McLaughlin is also talk’ng 

stage show possibilities at the up- 

the-street Auditorium. 


Vaude 


Loew's 


if that house goes for the 
idea. 


| Keith’ s, 
vaude 


KNX Wranglers to N. W. 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Arizona Wranglers, KNX _ radio 
which recently played 31 Wash- 
and Oregon picture houses 
of $39,611, has been 
booked to go out in October and 
November and hit northwest towns 
previously ignored. 

Second tour will 


ington 


run five to six 


weeks. Act will open in Paso 
Robles, Cal., Oct. 8, and continue 


north through the Sacramento Val- 
ley. Will pik iy Reno three days. 





OFF THE SHELF 


Friedland’s Paemahentet Into B’klyn 
Par—F-M Interested 


Anatole Friedland is taking his 
‘50,000,000 Frenchmen’ tab off the 
shelf for a week (Sept. 30) at the 
Paramount, Brooklyn. Salary there 
will be $5,500. Fanchon & Marco 
has an option on the musical fol- 
lowing this Publix week. 

Friedland invested $21,000 in the 
tab last season and shelved it for 
the summer when failing to get ac- 
tion. 





Cincy Burley Non-Union 
Cincinnati, Sept. 19. 
Empress, only burlesque stand 
here, reopened non-union yesterday 
(17) as a spoke in the new Amer- 
ican Burlesque Association. 





Meyer ‘Blackne’ Lantz, 
of the theatre, 


manager 


is offsetting unions’ | 


bannering with a three-sheet lobby | 


sign reading: ‘This theatre is will- 
ing to employ union stage hands and 
musicians and offered them a salary 





of $60 and $75 per week for six 
hours’ work a day.’ 
Ceballos Adds Ballet 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 


Bonnies Joe and Olga Chalmers 
ballet added to the new Larry Ce- 
ballos unit for Fanchon & Marco. 








j Following a conference yesterday 


| (Monday) with License Commis- 
sioner Geraghty, Mayor Joseph V. 
McKee of New York ordered the 


immediate closing by revocation of 
license of the two burlesque thea- 
tres on West 42d street, Minskys’ 
Republic and Max Rudnick’s 
Eltinge. 

In explaining his drastic action, 
the Mayor stated: ‘I am not being a 
censor of the theatre, but as long 
as I am in office there will be no 
filth on the stage.’ 

The usual warning to clean up or 
else was not received. Revocation 
action was demanded of Commis- 
sioner Geraghty early in the sum- 
mer by religious and business or- 
ganizations. The license hearing at 
that time brought no immediate re- 
sult, but renewed protesis received 
lately caused Geraghty to take the 
matter up with the Mavor. The 
latter conducted his own investiga- 
tion and the closing order followed. 


Protests Renewed 

Among the protesting groups were 
the ‘Catholic News,’ church paper, 
and the 42d Street Property Owners 
association, Business people on 
what was formerly the principal 
theatre thoroughfare objected to the 
presence of the burlesque houses on 
srounds that they were detrimental 
to business, and agked that the 
neighborhood be cleaned up. 

Both houses have been operating 
with stock burlesque for the past 
couple of seasons, the Eltinge fol- 
lowing the Republic after the late 
Billy Minsky had brought stock 
burleycue down from Harlem and 
the Bronx to Broadway. 

The Minskys are running another 
Times Square stock, the Central, at 
Broadway and 47th street. It was 
reported at City Hall that while ne 


formal complaint has been filed 
against the Central, it is under ine 
vestigation. 











HEADLINING PARAMOUNT 
PUBLIX THEATRES 


MITCHELL 


JACK 


—DURANT 


Paramount, New York 
This Week (Sept. 16) 


Dir.: WM. MORRIS 











DeVITO ano ) DENNY 


And DOT STEVENS 
YeNing at RYAN and NOBLETTE 


-.. “Where are you going to get 
the money to pay for your adver- 
tisement ?”’ 

















Marcus Loew 
_BOOKINGAGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


i6O0 WEST 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 














BRyant 9-7800 





BOOKING 








J. H. LUBIN 


ENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


MANAGER 
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_ Dionne VAUDE 
PALACE, N. Y kno pina a 
2 me ows how to dress, but doesn’t 
agg noon opening performances ae ae a kick where it hurts LONDON PAVILION — 1 
oer an 8 a.m. rehearsal and a/ ‘The + tinge ag considerably. I . 
sleeper jump coming in must be a me customers ate it up. as to ondon, Sept. 6. — 
pleasure. And audiences like Sat- Neil Golden closing kept the cus- aan , Pavi ion bill looks like 
urday’s don’t make thi at-}tomers interested. It's a fairly costing around $4,500, which is $500 
The actors outnumber as hn smooth band act which Pi Boy apeanes than usual, with the man- 
ers. ustom- bit more than necessary on Ae | ogemente instructions to the booker, _—————————— Bis Fo tbe. of 
A not so bad lineup deserved more microphone.  -aeaca gh q aaten to keep the bills Lo 
than the silence with which it was | ha Night Club Lady’ (Col) got ajble, if .s oom practically impossi- {nto 
greeted at the matinee. But empty — at this house and two short theatre's tnd ee are to be the PICKENS SISTERS (3) RAD —_ 
seats can’t applaud. The few cus- subjects filled out the program, with Gabe tn = suit. Singing 10 TEXANS (4) ster 
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ROXY 


New York, Sept. 15. 

Looks like they reached deeper 
{nto the poke this week, giving the 
producer more of a change to bol- 
ster up the regular staff stuff. Four 
specialty turns from the outside are 
on the bill, in addition to the full 
staff, and the result is a far more 


diversified entertainment than is| 
customary at the Roxy. ‘The | 
Painted Woman’ (Fox) is the fea- 


ture, making the outside help timely | 


and welcome. 

With two visiting singles, Hal 
LeRoy and Eleanor Powell, both 
dancing, plus the usual ballet and 
Roxyettes interludes, which form 
the foundation for all Roxy shows, 
the current layout is very much on 
the gam. It would be too much so 
anywhere else, but at the Roxy they 
probably don’t expect much other 
than sight entertainment. William 
and Joe Mandel manage to break it 
up with some laughs, however, and 
that should point the way to at least 


‘one comedy interlude for this thea- 


tre weekly. 

‘Steps’ is the title of the first of 
five stage items on the program. 
It’s attractively mounted with eight 
sets of steps scattered over a triple- 
decked stage and the Roxyettes 
doing a Bill Robinson, four on each 
flizint. 

‘C smentine,’ second of the three 
production numbers, sounds Frenchy 
in motif, but its looks are deceiving. 
The Roxyettes have a rest period 
during this one while the ballet 
girls do the work. A song for which 
the scene is named, or vice versa, 
is reprised a half dozen times or 
more. The mixed house chorus 
plugs it in robust fashion, then two 
members of the male vocal crew 
follow each other on the apron for 
solo choruses. The boys do dialect, 
French and Dutch, respectively, 
while each has 50% of the ballet 
corps in illustrative costumes for 
background. 

At this point Hal LeRoy makes a 
rather abrupt entrance and goes 
right into his dance. Coming in un- 
announced and following the pick- 
out bits up ahead, it looks like an- 
other specialty by a chorus boy in- 
stead of a workout by the foremost 
member of the present younger 
dancing set. LeRoy is almost half- 
way through his dance before it’s 
clear that he isn’t kidding. 

_, Another awkward piece of staging 
has LeRoy sing a chorus of ‘Clemen- 
tine’ after his dance is completed, 
‘with no rest in between. So instead 
‘of singing the number the LeRoy 
kid has to gasp it, which isn’t his 
fault. The windup is another solo 
dance, this one by a midget girl who 


-looks like the midge from Henry 
Bergman's full stage lunch wavon 
sketch. 


Although LeRoy’s stepping makes 
its usual strong impression once it 
gets under way, the boy is practi- 
cally wasted during the first half of 
his time on. Instead of burying him 
underneath a flock of scenery and 
people, considerably more _ value 
could have been obtained from the 
LeRoy specialty through spotting 
out in one, or alone on the stage. 
Under the proper lighting his foot- 
work might have sparkled. 

Miss Powell drew a better break. 
She’s on during ‘Black Hussars,’ the 
closing presentment, and they draw 
the drapes for her. Miss Powell's 
eccentric buck work, upon closer 
analysis, seems based on a cleverly 
masked revival of an old-fashioned 
essence. She dances like a man, 


Joseph irifin introduces and 
leads the hussar number in front of 
the male chorus, after which the 
Roxyettes and ballet line’ bring 
about a rousing finish with forma- 
tion routines. The troupe, as usual, 
is strikingly costumed throughout 
the show, but in the militaristic 
closing sequence the week’s color 
and lighting effects reach their peak. 
The performance is never bad to 


look at, even when it drags. 


The Mandels’ interlude is billed as 
the ‘Dance of the Poison Kiss,’ but 
it looks as if the boys’ burlesque 
adagio, which would have explained 
the title, was kicked out by old man 
turnover and his younger brother, 
running time. With that out of the 
Way, and the opening talk elimi- 
nated in this big auditorium, the 
brothers are sticking to hoke acro- 
batics only this week. Despite that 
the Mandels’ many imitators have 
just about ruined the idea in the 
regular variety houses, the comedy 
acrobatics are a novelty in this 
usually dead pan picture house. Ap- 
parently everything looked new to 
this audience, which didn’t make 
Willie and Joe sore at all. 

The fourth specialty booking 
called ‘Illusion,’ with lengthy under- 
lined billing reading ‘George W. 
Lattimore presents Harry Wills in 


is 


a European Novelty.’ This is its 
first performance in America, ac- 
cording to a note in parenthesis. 


Two men appear to be pantomiming 


in silhouette fashion behind a paper | 


Screen, but at the finish the curtain 


rises to reveal that it was only one | 


man and a mirror. That’s the illu- 
sion. Only fairly interesting, while 
chances are that audiences won't 
believe it even after seeing the re- 
flector. 


An arrangement Fri 
sitions is the overture by the large 
Pit orchestra, David 
ing. Music is rather light 
Orchestra of this size and type, and 
While the Roxy symphony plays the 


ot compo- 


Ross conduct- 


for an 


score beautifully, the flattery doesn’t 
work both ways. 

; Preceding the overture and start- 
ing the show a turbaned yogi does 
a monolog with a reading crystal. 
It looks like the beginning of an 
oriental prolog, but develops into a 
living trailer for next week's pic- 
ture, ‘Chandu.’ It’s a new idea that 
for the time being has an edge over 
the customary screen announce- 
ment, 

Instead of alternating with the 
stage numbers, the screen fillers are 
| frouped together immediately after 
|the overture this time. They are 
| Fox news and a Mickey Mouse, “The 
Musical Farmer.’ Latter is project- 
ed here on the big screen. 

Light week indicated by Thursday 
night’s business. Bige. 








CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 15. 

Benny Davis and his Gang alone 
occupy the Cap’s stage during the 
run of ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), which 
will stay two weeks at least and 
doubtless do good business. Due to 
its length, the stuge portion is re- 
duced to 25 minutes, about what 


Davis ordinarily does on vaude 
bills. 

While the Davis revue does not 
possess extraordinary sock quali- 
ties, it fills the current demand 
well. 

Several of the specialty people 


carried rate strong enough in their 
numbers to be able to stand spot- 
ting on a picture show as acts in 
one, if they ever broke away from 
Davis. Troupe is billed as ‘Future 
Broadway Stars.’ 

The mixed acrobatic dance team, 
the Roberts, who with a few others 
get their names mentioned, stand 
out boldly on chances for the future. 
They wind up the march of special- 
ties, trotted out one after another, 
and at the Thursday night show 
zot across. strongest. Bemis and 
Brown, another mixed combination, 


working as collegiates in dance 
routines, also is out front among 
the participants, while a_ blues 


singer and a hillbilly trio (names 
not given) are close for third. 

Set standing throughout is the 
deck of a boat, with effect of mov- 
ing water on the sides, It’s attrac- 
tive even though not as well lighted 
as it might have been. 

Tables are in the foreground, 
partly masking off the Davis band, 
with the specialty people and a few 
supers around them. They all add 


to the general spirit of the thing 
with rattles of the night club 
whoopee type. Davis also con- 


tributes his bit to the noise-making. 

Davis in a vocal way hasn’t much 
to offer. And probably realizes that 
by staying away from singing as 
|}much as possible. His medley ar- 
rangement of songs which he has 
written or contributed to, is a 
novelty rather than anything else 
and gets by on strength of that. 

He brings the revue up to near 
its close with this, little bits by the 
specialty artists, in amateur fash- 
ion, for hands, serving for the fin- 
ish. It was here the Roberts twain 
rated far ahead of anyone else. 

The fem hillbilly trio, doing two 
numbers about the middle of the 
show, ought to go great on the 
radio. It might be the place they'll 
eventually make a name for them- 
selves, ff fortunate on breaks. 

The Davis reyue seems the ideal 
booking for the Capitol along with 
‘Hotel.’ House was playing to 
capacity at the first de luxe show- 
ing Thursday night. Char, 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 19. 

Despite the assured b.o. draw of 
the Chevalier-MacDonald duo in 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par), Knevels 
has gone ahead with a stage prez., 
the idea of which should have 
struck him sooner. Whether or not 
the Imperial maestro has been lack- 
ing in timeliness is open to argu- 
ment. He has here assembled a 
show that pleases, the only flaw 
being the re-engagement of the Ar- 
naut Brothers, a standard act that 
has played here too recently to be 
brought back. 

It's a Mickie and Minnie Mouse 
motif that scores on the reputation 
of the famous Disney cartoons. 
Monty and Carmo, a pair of midges, 
play the name parts, with the line 
girls on in kid costumes for an in- 
troduction of the diminutive pair 
who trail with an acrobatic. It gets 
a nice reception. Turn is done in 
full-stage set before a typical Dis- 
ney background of hills, foliage and 
gigantic mushrooms. 

Arnaut Brothers next for a short 
guitar bit, and Toots Novelle as the 
dog in the cartoons on for leaps and 
cartwheels. Olive and George Bres- 
lau, the midge pair that aren't 
| billed, follow in evening dress for 
a song and dance act that goes over 





nicely, audience not knowing that 
|this is the Minnie-Mickie duo. 
Drops fly for an eccentric set 
huge cat’s head with illuminated 
eyes, 10 line girls in front, 4 at rear, 
all in Disney animal parts. Acro- 
batic routine is followed by the Ar- 
naut Brothers still doing their bird- 
whistling act. Nothing new here 
but applause reaction still en- 
courages. Finale is a Mickie-Minnie 


with entire company 
prez., but the pic- 


wedding scene 
;on. Just a so-s 
ture is a draw. 


| hour and 20 minutes. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. ; 
New York, Sept. 16. VE WSR Wh] S 
Paramount has a strong lineup . Sy} 
this week to greet the first chapter 4 
of the new season, getting off on 
the right foot and drawing to itself 
the attention of the homecoming 
metropolitan fans. A first impres- EMBASSY | TRANSLUX 
sion for the season like this ought to 
provide momentum that would be a A marked partisan spirit is be- In the same time that it took the 
distinct asset. coming manifest at the two news-|Embassy to run off 28 clips the 
Smart comedy-drama on  the/jreel houses. Where the Luxer| Luxer projected 26 news subjects, 
screen in ‘Night of June 13’ (Par) |ignored Roosevelt and gave the Re-/|a cartoon and two shorts. All of 
and a first rate laughing show on |publicans the stronger boost through| which gets right down to editing, 
the stage began to draw from the | Ogden Mills’ Maine speech, the Em- | because, if anything, the current 


opening day of the week. Friday 
evening there was no holdout, but 
the house downstairs was 100% ca- 
pacity and the mob enjoyed the en- 
tertainment thoroughly. 

Fanny Brice is the mainstay of 
the presentation, making three ap- 
pearances (four times a day over 
the week-end), running the gamut 
from her sumptuous spoof in the 
‘Dying Swan’ ballet, which is the 
last word in low comedy clowning, 


ber at the other end of her artistic 
scale and making a grand bit of 
trouping of the whole business. In 
between she and Phil Baker, func- 
tioning as m.c., conspire in a trav- 
esty on the bedroom scene from 
‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ three ses- 
sions rich in solid laughs and the 
backbone of the entertainment. 

Mitchell and Durant with their 
assault-and-mayhem session made 
another Gibraltar of laughs for the 
comedy frolic, probably one of the 
few pure Specialties that could fol- 
low Miss Brice and carry on the 
pace to a laugh crescendo. 

Phil Baker fitted in neatly for the 
other comedy interlude, holding 
down the m. ec. assignment suavely 
and climaxing his efforts with a dis- 
tinct click in his own specialty, mob 
going in a big way for his cross- 
fire with the stage box stooge, rou- 
tine shrewdly worked out so that 
Baker himself takes most of the 
comedy socks on his own chin. 

So much for the laugh side of the 
layout. For change of pace and 
vocal embellishment they have Peter 
Higgins, who has taken on suave 
stage manner to go with his appear- 
ances in the picture de luxes, blend- 
ing in with the others for informal 
bits of business that help to give 
these thrown-together shows a cer- 
tain intimate air. Here he con- 
tributed something more than a 
class musical element by helping 
out in the comedy team work witha 
hilarious quartet bit with Baker and 
Mitchell and Durant, built on atro- 
cious rendering of ‘Sweet Adaline.’ 

It’s altogether a de luxe program 
with these specialty people grouped 
and representing a pretty impres- 
sive figure on the pay roll. They, of 
course, are the meat of the attrac- 
tion, while the presentation has 
enough of scenic flash and Bines 
girl line ensembles to serve as ap- 
propriate embellishment. Girls are 
used with telling effect to back- 
groaind Miss Brice’s ballet travesty, 
doing an utterly straight bit of 
choreography as a prelude to the 
burlesque and adding vastly to its 
humor. 

The Four Emeralds are a four- 
some of girl acrobats, worked into 
one of the ensembles for an attrac- 
tive detail, girls doing astonishing 
ground tumbling and table falls and 
making a nice appearance, being 
uniformly of the squab type. 

Instead of having a niche to him- 
self, the Jesse Crawford organ num- 
ber is worked into the show’s run- 
ning, with an introduction by Hig- 
gins and a trick organ arrnagement 
of ‘Paradise.’ Spotting may have 
been for time-saving purposes, for 
the show is overboard on time, run- 
ning close to three hours, even with 
the news reel cut to a minimum. 
Reason is the length of a stage show 
that gives four top features an op- 
portunity and that added to a pic- 
ture that runs 77 minutes. 

Rubinoff overture groups a medley 
of Romberg melodies, with the lead- 
er soloing a ballad highlight on 
the violin. Extraordinary response 
for this, testifying to the growing 
following of this showmanly pit vir- 
tuoso, Rush. 


Garfield, Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Sept. 19. 

Milwaukee nabes are responding 
to the idea of having something ex- 
tra to look at for the same admis- 
sion price. Particularly something 
like Blackstone, whose magic is 
drawing crowds. Heretofore Mil- 
waukee, strong for magic for these 
many years, has had to await the 
coming of Thurston to a loop thea- 
tre. 

There are certain handicaps to a 
smooth magic show in a neighbor- 
hood house. They are, for the most 
part, a moving, seething mass, in- 
tent on missing nothing. 

3ut Blackstone does not seem to 





mind the tumult in the audiences. 
The show itself proves very good 

entertainment, running about an 

The sets used 


}are adequate and the entire produc- 


| tion 


first rate. 


| idea to eliminate the spirit expose in 


of the youngsters. 


nabes because of the turbulence 
The idea in itself 
is interesting, coming as it does 
right on the heels of Blackstone's 
story of his experiences in exposing 
spirit fakers in various parts of the 
country. 


the 


Is My Face Red?’ (Radio), Para- 
mount News and a comedy com 
pleted the three-hour show. 


bassy led off with what seemed the 
governor's entire address in Topeka. 

Embassy gave the Republicans 
some space which reacted with the 
audience as a piece of burlesque. 


| Senator Hastings’ comment that the 


to her identifying ‘My Man’ num- | 


lis 





It might be a good } 


be a 
laugh 


election of the Dems would 
‘great disaster’ got only the 
with the Bronx intonation. 

The whole Embassy program this 
week is like one long speech. The 
Roosevelt beginning takes up fully 
five minutes, probably more if 
clocked. Then there is the confer- 
ence of the governors on the mid- 
west farm situation with another 
speech. Both houses have this as 
well as the landslide prediction by 
Campaign Manager James Farley. 

Worthwhile clip, which gets lost 
in this bundling of talk, but which 
is a decided news scoop for F-H, 
the quick interview with Louis 
Brann, Maine’s new Dem. governor. 

Where the Luxer broke up the 
Cermak subject by catching him in 
conversation with Mayor Mckee, 
the Embassy made ithe Chicago 
mayor record another one of those 
direct to the audience comments. 

Another barrage of speeches, 
which got divided applause and 
laughter came from an anti-saloon 
group. Three of the leaders spoke 
one after the other, 

Still more speeches of the halting 
kind were projected on the three 
fllers to Rome. Each was intro- 
duced and each talked. 


After all the gab, came a flock 
of racing. Trotting in Mineola, 
horse racing in London, outboard 
careening in Pennsylvaia, bike races 
in Rome—all of it in the same man- 
ner as seen time and again; not 
a new camera angle; not an original 
contact gesture. 

Good clip, and the only one in the 
Embassy program suggesting hu- 
man interest, was that of a marine 
boxer talking to his former boss, 
General Butler. 

Other Embassy clips included: 
Bavarian child chorus; Hoover re- 
ceiving Washington etchings; troops 


program at the Luxer is the newsier 


|of the two. 


As an instance, Pathe covered the 
American Legion convention § in 
Portland as adequately as the Em- 
bassy, but made room by eliminat- 
ing a lot of repetitious matter. In- 
stead of going into a long gabfest 
with the anti-saloon league, Luxer 


got a brief summary from Canon 
Chase. 
Just enough time was allowed 


Norman Thomas to speak for Rus- 
sia and identify his own political 
position when Craveth Wells, au- 
thor, returned from the Soviet, was 
introduced as the spike. It is this 
quick meaty, one-two change in the 
Luxer program which is enabling 
them to show that much more than 
the Embassy. 

Goth houses had the same views 
of Germany's ex-prince reviewing 
troops. Where the Embassy buried 
it Luxer played it for the lead in 
accordance with its policy to match 
headlines in the dailies. 

Important scoop of general inter- 
est was Paramount’s views of the 
recent flood in Manchuria. Subject 
was completely covered. 

For the first time in weeks pro- 
hibition enforcement got a little at- 
tention on the newsreel screen. 
Pathe took in the haul made aboard 
a yacht in Boston, even td the point 
of close-upping the labels. 

Jeff Davis, hobo king, got some 
laughs with his definition of the 
differentiation between a hobo and 
a bum. Incidentally moral twist 
was provided when Jeff addressing 
the youngsters in the audience ad- 
vised them to hold on to the apron 
strings until they grew up to inde- 
pendence. 

‘Terribly, terribly happy,’ said 
Mrs. Valle, in a voice and manner 
that mildly recorded her reunion 
with Rudy. Waly. 





in Dublin; Japanese girls worship- 
ping Buddha; German field mass; 
A. C. Blumenthal and some of the 
Ziegfeld principals; Oregon rodeo. 
Waly. 





PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

It’s 100% stage entertainment at 
the Par this week, with a little too 
much fare if anything. Fifi O’Orsay, 
from pictures, is topping a strictly 
vaude show, plus an m.c., and the 
house’s permanent line girls. Open- 
ing stanza ran 57 mins., and, pruned 
down eight or 10 mins., will provide 
additional speed to an already fast- 
moving program, 

Miss D’Orsay gives the punch, the 
Norman Thomas colored quintet 
adds the finishing touches, and the 
pay customers eat it up. The 
French screen actress is a bundle 
of energy. She overlooks nothing 
in the way of showmanship, and 
puts her comedy and song numbers 
over in a way that stamps her as a 
natural. Working in the next-to- 
closing spot, Miss D’Orsay did 
nearly 16 mins., and then had a hard 
time begging off. Three of her 
numbers are solos, with Roland 
Baker accompanying. For her finale 
she does a comedy number with 
Eddie Stanley, m.c., that went over 
exceptionally big. First song is 
‘Sweet Nothings of Love,’ which she 
sang in ‘Hot for Paris. Then an- 
other number from one of her re- 
cent pictures, titled ‘Please Take a 
Walk with Me.’ For her third, a 
French character song about two 
elephants which are madly in love, 
Miss D’Orsay gives an English ex- 
planation in advance that is very 
amusing. Closing was ‘Cute Little 
Things You Do,’ with Stanley, and 
terminating in a kissing blackout. 
As a deluxe picture house head- 
liner Miss D’Orsay has everything. 

A pretentious setting—black and 
silver—was used throughout, with 
Stanley clowning constantly. He’s 
held, over from last week, which 
looks like good judgment. Dorothy 
Dayton does a fast tap routine on 
her toes, followed by Virginia Karns, 
from radio, who revealed a fine pair 
of pipes in a soprano solo. Previ- 
ously Miss Karns vocalized in the 
nit as an interlude to the Georgie 
Stoll band overture, 

Art Ward, comedy juggler, does 
some difficult hoop manipulating, 
with the line girls assisting in part 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
as a sentimental box office attrac- 
tion seemed sure to earn her keep 
at the Chicago this week. Elderly 
diva still can pack a vocal punch 
in the middle registers, avoids high 
C as a doctor avoids night calls, and 
was bringing into the house a fringe 
of oldtimers who seemed not to be 
the regular film-goers. 

For a second name the Chicago 
has Monte Blue heading one of the 
most effective Fanchon & Marco 
units to come through in some time. 
There’s compactness and trimness 
about the whole affair. Blue him- 
self fits in gracefully, although no 
song and dancer and never attempt- 
ing a specialty. He plays ring- 
master in a unit appropriately laid 
out and run in circus motif. 

Thus, at the start he puts the 
dancing-acrobatic chorus through a 
clever routine in simulation of 
trained horses. Again he captains 
the girls, who, standing upon their 
toes, do military gyrations. Blue 
speaks up for himself, talks so he 
can be heard, and displays that 
poise that film actors ought to have, 
but lamentably do not, when thrust, 
unsupported, into the _ spotlight’s 
ecynosure. 

Those Aerial Beauties, as they are 
billed, are a remarkable galaxy who 
forced belated recognition from an 
audience not disposed to demon- 
strativeness. Girls do many things 
and well. The military toe number 
was the highlight, although the 
concluding session on the aerial ap- 
paratus was naturally a flash. 

Several individual acts, all meri- 
torious, helped the unit deliver. 
Sisters G, whose ideas are of 
Broadway production calibre, pushed 
across two bizarre dances with 
faeile grace. Realtor Freethy on 
roller skates attained a velocity and 
an endurance that built the finale 
up strongly. There was a cute dog 


early in the proceedings that stayed« 


just long enough to delight without 

tiring the payees. Monroe Bros. 

trampolined to plenty of laughs. 
Slate Brothers fared indifferently. 





For reasons too obscure for analysis 
their knockabout comedy fell pretty 


flat. Scattered giggles was the best 
they could obtain. They got off re- 
spectably, thanks to their straight 
| hoofing. 

Current film attraction is Ruth 
Chatterton in ‘The Crash,’ which is 
Warners’ follow-up to ‘The Rich 
Are Always with Us’ and the ex- 
pected beneficiary of the latter. Chi- 
cago will have a middling-to-good 
wee K. 

Meanwhile the formula of double 


of the routine. Miss D’Orsay then 
ion, and followed, for closing spot, 
by the Thomas quintet. Here’s a 
|sensational musical, dancing and 
|}singing act that mopped solidly. | 
Piano solo, while oke, could easily 
be eliminated ,as the stepping, bari- 
tone spiritual and the comedy antics 
of the drummer are more than suf 
ficient. Closing has everybody on 
for a hot stepping finish. 

On the screen ‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
(Par), News and cartoor Capacity 
lower floor at first mat. today 


stre h shows is being increasing- 


(Continued on page 36) 
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several drops are all that the com- 
poser-pianist requires to dramatize 
his songs. Helene Denizon dances 
superlatively, and Charlotte Murrel 
sings torch songs effectively. The 
incidents depicted are those of a 
gigolo (portrayed by Fleeson) who 
earns the scorn of his fair dancing 
partner, a society wedding followed 
by the entry of the spurned other 
woman, and an ‘epilogue’ to ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ which shows Miss Denizon | 
impersonating Greta Garbo and 
doing a dance of death when she 
receives the ill tidings about her 


sweetheart of a night. 

The ‘Grand Hotel’ bit is the act’s 
best bet, thanks to Miss Denizon’'s 
dancing ability. For a hot finish 
Fleeson takes the auditors to Har- 
lem, giving him an opportunity to 
introduce a new song and two of 
the girls a chance for some mean 
and daring body shaking. 

Britt Wood returns with practi- 
cally the same act he has been doing 
as far back as memory goes. But 
the delighted audience eats it up, 
and Wood easily stops the show. 
Roars of laughter and abundant ap- 
plause, punctuating the proceedings, 
are his reward. His boob comedy 
harmonica playing and pleasing 
personality are apparently always 
surefire. He relies on all his old 
stand-bys, including the old soldier 
bit, the rendition of ‘My Hero’ on 
the harmonica and the attempted 
yodelling, and they still stand him 
in good stead. Ideal next-to-clos- 
ing. 

The Beehee and Rubayette troupe 
of Arabian acrobats and tumblers 
furnishes just the right snappy 
finish, Clad as Roman gladiators, 
they make a picturesque appearance 
and their usual whirlwind tumbling, 
handsprings, somersaults and bal- 
ancing feats, presented at cyclonic 
speed, hold a never-failing audience 
appeal. 

On the screen ‘Back Street’ 
(Radio), a real drawing card and 
very well liked; Pathe News and a 
comedy short, and Al Rudd and his 
orchestra in the pit. Rees. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Sept. 16. 

While Loew's may be piling up 
heavy names on their stages, both 
in New York and in their out-of- 
town spots, they have, nevertheless, 
kept their heads and are not over- 
running themselves. The bills in 
this house in the past three weeks 
and those which are carded to fol- 
low are more expensive and ‘namey’ 
than the presentations and units 
previously entrenched here. But 
the costs of the present shows are 
not out of line with the potential 
grosses. Business has been build- 
ing in response to the name bait, 
enough and more than enough to 
cover the additional outlay. 

It now becomes a neck-and-neck 
struggle between this spot and the 
vaudfilm indie Hippodrome. Both 
are spreading the costs on, and in 
a town like this the battle looms in 
importance, The way these houses 
are going out for big talent is ex- 
emplified by the remarks made by 
these acts when they arrive on the 
local stages—that they haven't been 
around this town for years. Which, 





in mort cases, means since the 
Maryls 1 dropped its two-a-day 
vaude y'ars and y’ars ago. Nan 


Halperin made the crack last week 
at the Hippodrome; this week Rae 
Samuels has the same thing to say 
at this house. 

Current layout marks the third in 
the stretch of big talent since the 
theatre went into its present vaude 
policy at the beginning of the sea- 
son. It is the first without a stage 
band as headliner. Abe Lyman, 
Benny Meroff formed the artillery in 
the past two weeks, and after the 
present session will come Duke 
Ellington, Buddy Rogers and Jack 
Denny. This town has always gone 
for stage bands ever since Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians scored a long-run 
stay seven or eight years ago at 
the off-street Rivoli. 

The Loew's city manager, Bill 
Saxton, can enjoy his vacation in 
peace with the news that the show 
here currently is aces, and business 
isn’t doing so bad either. The 
closest the show gets to band music 
is the Borrah Minevitch harmonica 
group. Minevitch drew applause on 
the first show for an oversized allot- 
ment of encores_and bows. It ap- 
pears that Minevitch is not carry- 
ing as many mouth-blowers as be- 
fore, his present aggregation num- 
bering 10 men. 

Billed under Minevitch was Jack 
Mulhall. Admitting there are diffi- 
culties in a screen feature player 
arranging a suitable personal ap- 
pearance routine, at least Mulhall 
could have tried for a better written 
vehicle than this present one. Mul- 
hall has added a stupid encore to 
the turn about the wandering boy 
who meets his a.k. dad after many 


years. It's out of place and a waste 
of time. 

For a study in performance 
there’s Rae Samuels, the acme of 


showmanship. Garbed in a modern 
gown and a gay-nineties pancake 
lid, Rae Samuels had ’em begging 


she’s learned how to deliver lines. 
Act tied a knot in the show in next- 
to-closing. 

Opening was the Crystal skating 
| trio, smooth and graceful. But they 
|miss their real opportunities by a 
|} punchless close. Redistributing the 
lroutine and placing a whirlwind 
'Anish at the curtain would help 
i matters Nice, Florio and Lubow 
were dressed smartly and showed 
‘em how to garner laughs in a 
dancing comedy tilt. They ma- 
| 1euver neatly between straight hoof- 
ing and their knockabout clowning. 
Suited to the spot and earned their 
feed of applause at the finish. 

‘Tiger Shark‘ (FN) on the screen, 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 6. 

Beginning of this month saw the 
reopening of the Paris show sea- 
son, with the Empire opening the 
list. The house, which is now fully 
under Natan management, has been 
renovated. Backstage considerable 
modifications have taken place, and 
a revolving stage has been built. 
The work has been done by a French 
company on plans made by the 
Natan engineers, contrary to local 
practice so far as importing German 
apparatus. Due to Natan’s real es- 
tate purchases of surrounding 
ground, a new backstage opening 
has been made, permitting animal 
acts and the big props to be brought 
backstage direct from the street. 
General modernization of the house 
and of the electric equipment has 
also taken place. Though the front 
of the house has not been changed, 
Natan’s efficiency pervades’ the 
whole place. 

First bill of the season is com- 
paratively ambitious, and is draw- 
ing business. If the house keeps 
on this policy, it will permit vaude 
acts to consider Paris a worth-while 
playing spot. The usual local 
yodlers and entertainers have been 
omitted, and only one animal act 
is shown, though two had been 
slated. 

After the usual orchestra opening, 
show begins with The Wyplo, a sat- 
isfactory trapeze act. Next The 
Nagel Trio—one man and two boys 
—doing acrobatics and getting con- 
siderable applause. Eric and Part- 
ner, eccentric dancers—also okay. 
Dalcy Trio, jugglers. Bissi and Re- 
mo, musical clowns, made a decided 
hit with their entertaining specialty. 
They are followed by Casa and 
Lehn, burlesque adagio. After which 
comes Boulicot and his stooge re- 
cordier. This is the clown working 
before the curtain who has for a 
long time been a feature at the 
Empire. Closing act for the first 
part is Falls, Reading and Boyce, 


dancers and acrobats, who get 
must applause. 
After intermission, Mary Lee, 


contortionist dancer, 
mous applause. 


draws enor- 
Then comes the 
animal act—Jose Moeser—shows 
two horses. The Three Sailors, who 
top the bill, next, and click. After 
them the stage revolves just for 
an audience demonstration, and the 
Babe Egan orchestra of 10 girls 
play jazz numbers, For their finale 
Mary Lee and other acts on the bill 
come in and support them, with en- 
cores permitting more display of 
the functioning of the revolving 
stage. 

Orchestra of 25 in pit had at first 
some difficulty of giving the acts 
the right tempo, but this is now 
adjusted. 

Best program shown in Paris 
vaude for a long while, and justify- 
ing resuming the old scale of $1.60 
top. Mazi, 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
A sock magic act tops the bill of 
seven turns, and makes up for what 
is otherwise ordinary spot-booked 
vaude at this grind house. Jack 
Gwynne and Co. is the illusion act, 
and his tricks, mainly of a small 
production nature, are handled 
cleanly and with a touch of comedy. 
Three Society Steppers rank next 
with their unison tapping and after- 
beat wings, but are handicapped by 
the poor impression made when the 
boys participate in decrepit gags 
previously with Charlie Leland, m.c. 

Jimmy and Kathleen, wire work- 
ers, open nicely, building to the 
girl’s blindfold string-stepping. Ben- 
jamin Amosh, who combines acro- 
batic dancing with fiddle playing, is 
in deuce spot, with enough novelty 
to hold attention. 

Rock and Stock, mixed singing 
team, are best when Miss Stock is 
warbling her semi-classical song 
cycle. Has nice wardrobe and a 
fine set of soprano pipes. 

The Gwynne magic act follows, 
with the illusionist getting laughs 
by almost exposing his tricks, but 
giving each a nice twist at the end. 
His goldfish stunt, best in the rou- 
tine, should be moved back to clos- 
ing, since it is much stronger than 
the present finale. 

Leland, who does little as m.c., is 
next-to-closing, with his familiar 
monolog, and scoring average tit- 
ters. Terrell and Fawcett, closing, 
have a strong amateur tinge as they 
get into their brief knockabout acro- 
batics, and should either get some 
good dialog or remain silent. 

‘Man Called Back’ (World Wide) 
is the feature. Business middling 
second day matinee. Vaude lasted 








for more. And this with her stand- 

ard turn. The girl she’s been car- 

ryinz around with her for the en- 

core bit is improving at each ap- 

perveanes, She's a neat little hoofer 

With hinges in her knees. And 
Gite iy eC remem 


an hour, 


GRAND 0. KH, M Y. 


They've got an mea hese this 
week, barging om and off at frequent 
intervals and doing aa exuberant 
job at helping keep the customers 
awake. Sort of new-fangied for this 
spot, but it took big with the 
gathering on hand for the unveiling 
of the new bill. Said the m.c. on 
introducing himeelf: ‘Folke we've 
got a great little show for you, and 
we want you to applaud whenever 
there's anything about it you like. 
Now don’t sit on your hands; you 
know, you've got something else to 
sit on.’ With that kind of talk no 
show could do other than go over 
with a bang, and this one proved no 
exception. 

Anyway, they liked the m.c., Cliff 
Whienhill, the seedy gags he fed 
them between the acts, his own 
regular routine when it came his 
turn on the setup and the rest of 
the stage fare of the afternoon in 
general. Along with Whienhill and 
four other acts there’s a two-hour 
screen bill comprised of the fea- 
tures, ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) and ‘The 
Man Who Came Back’ (Tiffany), 
and a roll of news clips. Three 
hours and 10 minutes of entertain- 
ment wrapped up for two bits dur- 
ing the matinee and a dime extra at 
night. Kids on the opening show 
gave the balcony almost capacity. 
With Whienhill’s introductory 
plea for generous receptivity out of 
the way, the Dionzo family took 
over the opening frame for a neat 
display of toe balancing® Act's bill- 
ing, Thelma Dionzo & Co., accords 
spotlight honors to the elder 
daughter, and it’s her session all 
the way through. Besides that keen 
sense of distance and balance the 
girl can fling off a fast terp. Pa 
Dionzo also shows he’s still there 
on the balancing hop from pinnacle, 
doing a rope jump that makes the 
feat the high point of the act. Kick- 
ing contest between the father and 
the. two daughters provides a di- 
verting afterpiece for the family 
time spots. 

Whienhill’s regular turn had the 
next slot. No trouble for him here. 
They gave his gags, most of them 
of tried and true variety, lots of 
hilarity and got a kick out of his 
‘Kings’ Horses’ broom and shovel 
version, Warming up Whienhill 
gave them made it so much easier 
for Joe Melino, who followed. In 
Harriet Townes Melino has a part- 
ner who packs standout dancing 
talent plus a standout figure and 
personality. Much of the Melino 
nonsense came in for mild returns, 
but the bizarre getups seemed to 
tickle them noisily here. 

Winding up of the stage session 
was left to the Mexinoes Entertain- 
ers, a sextet of balalaika players 
grouped around a Spanish dance 
team. String plunkers’_ scored 
strongly with their individual num- 
bers, but the real attraction in the 
act is the girl shuffler. Her sinu- 
ous figure and torso tossing would 
click any place. Odec, 





MET., BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 16. 

No stinting here this week. Even 
though ‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro), 
booked day and date with the Capi- 
tol in Manhattan, is on view. Fea- 
ture plus the news clips runs a full 
two hours, but that didn’t stay the 
Loew office from booking in the 
usual five acts and including among 
them a headliner of Russ Columbo 
coin proportions ($4,000). Start-off 
makes it look easily like the record 
stanza for a row of moons. Mati- 
nee had them in to capacity, and 
the two night-time shows told of 
substantial holdouts. 

Borough’s pioneer deluxer seems 
to be coming along nicely under the 
careful tutelage and nursing of the 
circuit’s keepers of the booking 
ledgers. It’s a strongly grouped 
quartet of standard vaude turns 
topped off by a solid name from 
radio or pictures every week. Day 
and dating with the Capitol has also 
its attractive point, with the tab at 
the 35c level mats, and 65c, tax in- 
cluded, for the evening goers. 

Clocking of the stage retinue was 
kept down to an hour exactly. Show 
started slowly and quietly and re- 
mained that way through the first 
two acts. Paul Nolan, with simple 
and fancy juggling, and Luis Zin- 
goni giving added weight to the 
adage about the hand being faster 
than the eye, had the opening and 
deuce spots, respectively. Just 
enough comedy about the Nolan 
affair to round out a smooth reper- 
toire of ball and silk-topper antics. 
Nolan’s piece de resistence, flipping 
with the foot a saucer, cup and 
lump of sugar, successively, to his 
head got him a well-merited sne- 
cial vote of approval. It’s ele- 
mentary stuff that Zingoni uncorks, 
but the personality and patter hold 
the attention consistently. Got a 
generous reaction both on the ap- 
plause and giggles from the last 
evening show congregation. 

Cyclone pace of the June Carr 
turn that followed somewhat took 
the edge off the Mills, Kirk and 
Martin bughouse revel in the next- 
to-shut slot. They were all with 
the sprightly little tapster comic 
from the start, giving her the top 
sendoff of the evening. Mixed up 
with those rough-and-tumble antics 
of hers there's an extraordinary 
sense of acrobatie timing and grace. 
Dan Harden, her personable partner, 
}helps by not getting too obtrusive. 





down on their customary pace. 
the plump little stooge was limited 
to two entries, one of these a fizzle 
badly because of poor timing. 
Hefty palm of welcome went out 
to Russ Columbo on the parting of 
the curtains. Nicely diversified rep- 
ertoire shows off the Columbo larynx 
and the corking little instrumental 
combo surrounding him to all pos- 
sible advantages. Neat piece of 
routining all along, with the light- 
ing cues deserving of a special note, 
Latter also goes for Columbo's 
gyrating drummer. Judging from 
the unspotlighted act he puts on, 
the lad must be an Albertina Rasch 
alumnus, Odec. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. MH. 


Standees filling the foyer to ca- 
pacity and spilling over onto the 
sidewalk answered any opening day 
criticism of Texas Guinan as an 
attraction. She must be credited 
for much of that first day turnout 
since the feature, Universal's ‘Back 
Street,’ although rated exceptional, 
had nobody more magnetic than 
John Boles and Irene Dunne and 
word-of-mouth would need a day or 
two to get around. 

Guinan did 65 minutes. Regard- 
less of how that fits into the run- 
ning schedule there being only four 
acts this week, the fact is inescap- 
able that the undressed brigade 
stalls for a good 25 minutes. They 
start especially slow and through- 
out the marathon of so-so special- 
ties and intermittent interruptions 
for gagging purposes there are 
minutes and whole gobs of time 
that would never be missed. 

Several of Guinan’'s gags, notably 
that Wyoming wheeze about virgin 
wool and shepherds, can provoke 
more trouble than laughter in a 
vaudeville house to which mothers 
have been known to bring their 
daughters. At that it’s a toned- 
down and classed-up Guinan that’s 
on view. Her girls are, of course, 
gorgeous even if their routines are 
more elemental than elegant, In- 
terrupter Cook when finally getting 
out of the box and onto the rostrum 
batted out the home run of the af- 
ternoon with his eccentric routine. 
Here the applause was uncued and 
uncoaxed. Couple of the other spe- 
cialists got over on their own 
steam. 

As an entertainment the present 
Guinan act is affable faking in great 
measure, First 20 minutes elicited 
comment from several payees as 
to its demerits. In any ordinary 
time allotment the Guinan turn 
would have goose-egged. It stayed 
long enough to overcome and par- 
tially alibi the yawns. 

Rest of the bill consisted of the 
familiar Meyakos, opening, Mildred 
Harris Chaplin, and Mel Klee, in 
that order. It was indifferent 
vaudeville, but capped by Guinan 
a good box office draw. 

Mrs. Chaplin has two male co- 
adjutors and in combination they 
did okay. In a rather graceful cur- 
tain speech she apologized for her 
song, stating the music had been 
lost and she had been improvising 
with a substitute and that she really 
could do better. She speaks up 
and out, and, while not overly ex- 
perienced at the sort of thing she 





is doing she is relaxed and poised | 


sufficiently to render some amuse- 
ment to go with the name value, 
the primary reason for the book- 
ing. 

Mel Klee, still effective exponent 
of the dwindling horde that used 
to be, continues to work blackface 
for the same reason all his con- 
temporaries did. Simply because 
it’s expected and they always did. 
Any negroid aspect apart from the 
wearing of cork is utterly absent. 
Neither accent nor material sug- 
gest or require makeup. One 
bludgeoning assault upon Hoover's 
incumbency was a gag immediately 
ordered out. For the rest he was 
within bounds and carried off a 
good workaday quota of giggles. 

Land. 





CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 35) 


ly employed by B&K. Next week 
they will merge ‘Desert Song’ on the 
stage with ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) on 
the screen. ‘Venus’ in former sea- 
sons would probably qualify for Mc- 
Vickers extension course. Trailers 
on the new program were particu- 
larly arresting using decorative 
framework for the advance samples 
and a background of exotic scenery 
in tints for the puffs about ‘Desert 
Song.’ 

Speaking of house exploitation, 
the loop is draped in every conceiv- 
able kind of festoon, cut-out and 
whatnot. At present the Chicago 
has eight hanging pieces and one 
giant sidewalk portrait leaning 
against a lamp post. Across the 
street the State-Lake is aflame with 
exploitation that becomes luminous. 
Roosevelt, Oriental, McVickers and 
Palace all have their fronts thick 
with big-lettered memoranda that 
drip from marquees like icicles. 

Land. 








September 20, 1932 
OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, Sept. & 


Olympia show this week, which fq 
the beginning of the Nataa regime, 
has a Paul Oscard production on 
the stage, and this shows a consid- 
erable improvement on previoug 
Olympia presentations. However, 
Olympia presentations still run well 
over 20 minutes, and could be made 
more snappy and remain as effective 
by being cut nearly half. Local 
audiences are beginning to appre- 
ciate a fast show. Business at the 
Olympia is improving. 

Show opens with a newsreel with 
clips of mixed origin, during which 
is shown a trailer of a soon-to-be- 
released production titled ‘Epaves 
Vivants,” which is the French 
dubbed version by Jack Forrester of 
the English sunk submarine pro- 
duction. Due to the recent loss of 
a French submarine, the French 
government had requested the film 
to be held some time before release, 
After the newsreel comes the or- 
chestra with ‘Roses in Picardy.’ 
Orchestra, under George Bailly, is 
very good in the concert, but during 
the stage presentation tempo of the 
orchestra is sometimes irking to 
acts, as is frequently the case with 
local orchestras. Then comes the 
stage presentation by Paul Oscard, 
titled ‘Marionnettes de Jazz.’ Star 
of the show is Georgie Hayes, who 
is thus reopening in Paris, and does 
her usual toe lap and stair tricks 
with great success. Girl is likely to 
switch soon into revue, thus per- 
mitting her to avoid the over- 
exertion of five a day. 

The other act in the presentation 
is the Andree adagio and fancy 
dancing trio, much appreciated 
here, and next booked for England. 
The Mersey girls, previous to their 
Italian trip, are vacationing in Eng- 
land, after having done the line at 
the Olympia for several months. 
They have been replaced by a line 
of 16 Olympiettes, who are satisfac- 
torily broken into teamwork, 
Drapes have been substituted by 
Paul Oscard for the former painted 
scenery, and also use of lighting 
shows modern ideas. Presentation 
clicks with the audience. 

After this comes the feature, ‘Ma 
Femme—Homme 4’Affaire.’ Mazt, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 16. 


Reri, who starred in Murnau’s 
‘Tabu’ and was brought to the 
States by the late Florenz Ziegfeld, 
only to go more or less floppo in 
the big production, heads the ‘Tahiti’ 
Idea current at the Fox, and on the 
strength of her billing is bringing 
them into the theatre for a look, 
There is plenty to see. Reri has 





a beautiful body, a smooth hip 
movement, a mercifully minute 
voice and a nice smile, but she 


lacks the ability to project her per- 
sonality. She is unable to build up 
with the tricks of showmanship on 
her physical advantages, though 
given every opportunity by the Fan- 
chon & Marco stagers. 

Departing from custom the open- 
ing is in one showing native huts 
from which emerge 12 line girls as 
male warriors with shields in red 
and green flitter which are manipu- 
lated for nice effects. The girls are 
dressed in brown lace full length 
tights, with cloth masks to avoid 
the necessity for making up. Do a 
tribal dance to good effect and give 
way to a comedian who announces 
himself as a missionary come to 
civilize the place. That’s as far 
as the plot ever gets. He has an 
interlude with Gus Elmore, whose 
chief contribution is a tail which 
wags. Cleverly manipulated for 
laughs, but only good once. 

Displaced by Benardo de Pace, 
mandolinist, who works in a French 
clown make up for some good pan- 
tomime with Celine Lescar, who 
does a little singing, a little danc- 
ing and plays a freak stringed in- 
strument. Act has good points, but 
lacks a sock. 

Drop flies to show a massive altar 
before a volcano, with the girls 
seated for a dance evidently staged 
by Reri. Only accompaniment is 
a couple of large tom toms beaten 
in savage rhythm. Effective. Reri 
enters in a litter in the form of a 
silver shell and accompanies her- 
self in a song on a stringed freak, 
From there she goes into a dance 
which is nicely done, though ap- 
parently under wraps for a family 
audience, Almost any line girl in 
a burley show can cooch as well, 
the difference being the utter ab- 
sence of effort in Reri’s work and 
her graceful waving of her hands, 
which even her own support is un-« 
able to copy. 

She sits on the altar steps while 
Lane and Bellit do some hand to 
hand work clad only in trunks and 


brown paint. Both are finely 
formed and the understander has 
a remarkable physique. The play 


of his muscles is quite as interest- 
ing to watch as the tricks them- 
selves, though the latter are not 
to be slighted. Make up is spoiled 
by the use of pink and white for 
the faces with brown for the rest 
of the body. Should have been 
uniformly brown. Act suffers from 
the fact they are following another 
top notch push-and-pull pair on 
last week's bill, Lift and luggers 
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YORK CITY 
Palace (24) 
Radio Rogues 
Tom Patricola 
Everett Marshall 
(Three to fill) 
(17) 


Violet West Co 
Herman Hyde 
Grace Hayes 

A & M Havel 
Dowling & Dooley 
Neil Golden Orch 


Academy 

Ist half (24-27) 
Armida 
George Beatty 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Blackstone 





Landt 3 & White 
Bobby Pincus 
Warings’ Orch 

COLUMBUS 

Keith’s (24) 
Thurston 

DALLAS 

Keith’s (24) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Jackson & Gardner 
Hobart Bosworth 
Barney Grant Co 
Ingenues 

(17) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Donovan Sis & B 
Weaver Bros 
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Jackson & Gardner 
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SURE-FIRE 
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2d half (21-23) 
June Purlane Co 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Hanlon Bros & W 
Tom Patricola Co 
Olsen & Bingham 

BROOKLYN 

Albee (24) 
Dawn Sis & C 
Will Aubrey 
Dowling & Dooley 
(Two to fill) 

(16) 

Gracie Schenk Co 
Evans & Mayer q 
Weist & Stanton 
Nan Halperin 
Harold Stern Orch 


Ist half (24-27) 
Brems Fitz & M 
Bradeaux Dancers 
Dalton & Rose 
Jerome & Ryan 

2d half (28-30) 
Harrison & Elmo 
Dolly Kay 
Paul Petching 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Reems Rio & K 
Pablo 
Regay & Hamilton 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Silvert’n Cord Orch 

ALBANY 


Palace 
Ist half (24-27) 
Blackstone 
2d half (28-30) 
Mady 
Hill & Hoffman 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (21-28) 
Bood & Rood 
Cole Bros 
M & A Skelly 
Cookie Bowers 
Armida 
Fred Leiehtner 
B & R Goman 
BOSTON 
Bosten (24) 
Marcus Co 





(17) 
C & J Preisser 


Blackstone 
GLENS FALLS 
Keith's (17) 

Sunshine Sammy 
Terry Parker Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (23) 

A & F Lake 
Barney Rapp Orch 
(16) 

Mr & Mrs Johnson 
Daphne Pollard 
Carol & Stuart 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (24) 
Texas Guinan Co 
417) 
St Clair Sis & O’D 
Lake Harris & H 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
Harlan & St John 
Hilton Siamese 2 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (24) 
C Bennington Bd 
Jones & Rea 
Doe Baker Rev 
Segar Ellis 
(17) 


Frankenbergs 
Sibylln Bowan 
Waliy Sharpies 
Joe Browning 
Joe E Howard Co 
MAHA 


oO f 
Keith’s (24) 
Radcliffe & Rogers 

Carl Freed Co 
(17) 
Dainty Ann Howe 
Benny Ross Co 
White & Manning 
Ryan & Noblette 
Barney Rapp Orch 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (24-27) 
Billy House Co 
C & J Preisser 
Mady Co 
2d half (21-23) 
Clemen Bellings Co 
Irvin O’Dunn 
Smith & Puck 
Eddie Hanley Co 
Grey Fam 
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ANNETTE AMES | 
Roxy Theatre, This Weck (Sept. 16) 
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Nan Halperin 
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(Two to fill) 
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rincess Wahletka 
CINCINNATI 

' Albee (24) 

Schumann-Heink 

(17 
Ethel Wators 
Rhapsody in Bl'ck’ 

Cc 7 EVELA ND 
’alace (2 
Pthe} Seton” 
Rhaps’dy in Black’ 


: (17) 
aw hippetg 





PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (24) 


Clemens Belling Co 
Alice Frohman 
Radio Rubes 
Eddie Nelson 
Rose’s Midgets 
(17) 
Kam Tai 3 
Harrison & Elmo 
Chas King 
Wills & Davis 
Horlick Dancers 


ROCHESTE 
Keith’s (24) 
Forsythe S'm'n & F 

Grace Hayes 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
(Two to fill) 

(17) 
Marcus 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (24) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Donovan Girls & B 
Weaver Bros } 

ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (24) \ 
Norma Talmadge 
George Jessel Co 
(17) 

Rio Rita 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (24) 

Audrey Wyckoff 
Fred Leightman 
Landt 3 & White 
Buster:-West & J 

(One to fill) 

(17) 
Willie Ritchie 
‘Himself’ McGuire 
Forsythe S’m’n & 
Vanessi Co 
Rosetta Duncan 


TRENTON 
Capitol 
2a half (21-23) 
Morgan & Wiser 
Gordon & Reed 
Earl Téndsey’s Rev 
Victor Oliver 
Walace’s Co 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (22) 
Benny Davis Co 
Boulevard 
Ist half (24-27) 
Ben Dora 
Rosemarie & Frazier 
Yorke & Goldie 
Faher & Ford 
Jack Starnes Co 
2a half (28-30) 
Waller & Lee 
Picken Sis 
Frank Melino Co 
Countess Sonia Co 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
Ist half (24-27) 
Larry Rich 
2a half (28-30) 
Armand & Perez 
Jack Mulhall 
Hiunter & Percival 
Violet West Co 
fone to fill) 
Paradise (23) 


Cab Calloway Rev 


State (23) 


Gordon's Dogs 


Bill Telaak 
Lillian Roth 
Lilyan Tashman 
Jack Benny 
Rosette & Luttman 
BROOKLYN 


Gates 

ist half (24-27) 
Armand & Perez 
Waller & Lee 
Pickens Sis 
Jack Mulhall 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Osaki & Taki 
Cliff Crane Co 
3 Keys 
Billy Glason 
Anne Pritchard Co 
Metropolitan (23) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Zingoni 
June Carr 
Mills, Kirk & M 
Russ Colombo Orch 

Va'encia (23) 
Bob Rysa 
Delivery Boys 


White & Agnew 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
Isham Jones Orch 


Ist half (24-27) 
Osaki & Taki 
Swanee & Daly 
Hunter & Percival 
Billy Glason 
Vaify, Pastine & K 

2d half (28-30) 
Larry Rich Co 

BALTIMORE 
Century (23) 
Van Cello & M 
May Joyce 
Hilton & Garon 
Cass, Mack & O 
D Ellington Orch 
TON 
Loew's (23) 
Archie & Gertie 
4 Step Bros 
Herb Williams 
Harry Green 
Joe Fejer Orch 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (23) 
Royal Uyeno Japs 
Betty Jane Copper 
Lathrop Bros 
Bob Murphy 
Morton Downey 
Billy Wells & 4 F 
NTREAL 
Loew’s (23) 
Ben Franklyn Co 
Boyd Senter 
Bell Waters & 8 
Emil Boreo 
Virginia Bacon Co 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (23) 
Con Colleano 
Zelaya 
Pola Negri 
Barto & Mann 
Alex Hyde Orch 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (23) 
Crystal 3 
Goss & Barrows 
Irene Bordoni 





Jim Barton 


B Minnevich Bd 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


MILWAUKEE | Sunkist Ev: 
Wisconsin (24) <_-t 22 
Ubangi’ I VO. f ) ’ 
Gilda Gray ‘Town and Country 

Roy Cummings Brox Sis 
as ‘ Niles 
Fields & Bell 1 > 
3 Crosby Bros Novak & Fay 
Sunkist Ens mired Portes 
: 4 4 B & D Lewis 
NEW HAVEN Sunkist Ens 
Paramount (24) SPRINGFIELD 
‘Night Club’ I Poli (24) 
| Jack Holland ‘Happiness Show’ 
June Knight Eddie Peabody 
Fritz & J Hubert Jessie Draper 
Wilton Crawley Jack & Jerry 
Rudy Kaye Joy Boys 


Edna Errico 
Madeline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 


Mary Miles 
Cathleen Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 


Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 


Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 


OAKLAND ST. LOUIS 
Oakland (23) Fox (24) 

‘Hearts of B' way’ F & M Britton Bd 
Vera Gordon TORONTO 
Sidney Page Imperial (24) 
4 Normans ‘Jubilee Show’ 
Topsy McMann Ted Lewis 
Max Lerner Dixie 4 


‘Snowball’ Whittier 
High Hat Ens 
Esther Pressman 
Elsie McLeod 
Doris Deane 
Baby Jane 
Mildred Gaye 
Ted Lewis Bd 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (22) 
‘Follow Thru’ 
Joe Penner 
Olive Olsen 
Eddie Tamblyn 
Mac Harris 


Nadje Gordon 
Torney Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (22) 
‘Irene’ 
George Dobbs 
Walter Regan 
George Ball 
‘Billy’ Carsen 
George Fox 
Kathryn Crawford 
Sydney Reynolds 
Anolyn Arden 
Ruth Fay 
Betty Farrington 
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| Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (16) 
Mitchel & Durant 
Fannie Brice 
Phil Baker 
Peter Higgins 
4 Emeralds 
Rubinofft 
Crawfords 
‘June 13° 
Roxy (16) 
W & J Mandell 
Hal Le Roy 
Annette Ames 
Albert Downing 
Jacques D'Avery 
Harry Willis 
Joseph Griffin 
Eleanor Powell 
‘Painted Woman’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (16) 
Belle Baker 
Pat Rooney 3rd 
Herman Timberg Jr 
Pat Rooney 
Herman Timberg 
Rosita Moreno 
‘June 13’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (16) 
E Schumann-Heink 
Monte Blue 
Sisters ‘G’ 
Monroe Bros 
Paco Moreno 





Slade Bros 
Realtor 
Freethy Aerial Co 
‘The Crash’ 

(16) 


Gilda Gray 

Roy Cummings 
Florence Roberts 
Fields & Bell 

3 Crosby Bros 

F & M Britton 
Gene Gory & Tito 
‘June 13’ 

Tivoli (16) 
Burns & Alen 

St. John Bros 
Mark Fisher 
‘Blondie of Follies’ 
Uptown (16) 
Everett Marshall 
Eddie Bruce 
Albee Sis 

Bill Aronson 
Jackie Held 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (16) 
Ben Bernie 

Will Mahoney 
‘Successful Cal'ty’ 
Century (16) 
Wesley Eddie 
Eddie Peabody 
‘Passport to Hell’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (16) 
James Evane 
‘Love Me Tonight’ 





Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 





CARL 


| 
FREED | 






‘ 






| 


Scpt. 22, Denver, 








Cole 





oad 


4 Climax’s 

| Theo Thane 

| John Walsh 

Hunter Isle Inn 

Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 


Nut Clab 








Helen Wright 


rothy La Marr 
ae tema Bill Halligan 


Bobby Watson 


Wanda Allen Aaron Farnum 
. re err oss 
SAN DIEGO is acaten 
Fox (22) Madeline Sheffield 
‘Desperate Sam Alita Duncan 
Bert Gordon Earl Maestro 
F X Bushman Jr WORCESTER 
tnrico & Novelio Poli (22) 


Bee McNamee 

Eunice Quedens 

John Locke 

Virginia Crawford 

Bob Shaffer 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (23) 

Veils’ I 

Zelda Santley 

H €onrad’s Pigeons 

Russel, Marconi & J 


‘Discoveries’ 
Trixie Friganza 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Stadler, Rose 3 
Ina Ray 

Victor Griffin 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Mark Pepper 
Keene Twins 
Ken Syner 





4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 

Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 

La Belle Rose 

3 Crane Sis 

3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 

La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 


Pavillion Royal 





LONDON 


Guy Lombardo Orch 


Rainbow Inn 
Chris Pender 














This Week: Eileen Mercedes, Arthur Downing 








WARNER 





ELIZABETH 


Ritz 

ist half (23-26) 
Montague Love 
Jack Pepper 
Natacha Nattova 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (27-29) 
Don Ricardo 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Billy Holbrook 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (16-19) 
Ace King & Queen 
Don Santos 
Venita Gould 
Ray Hughes & P 
Mamie Smith Orch 

2d half (20-22) 
Whitey Roberts 
Ben Marks Co 
Burns & Kissen 
Peaches Browning 
(One to fill) 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (23) 
Burns & Kissen 
Colleano Fam 
Medley & Dupree 
(Four to fill) 
(16) 
5 Salties 
Adelaide Hall 
Hilton & Garron 
Foley & LaTour 
Billy House Co 
Bob Hall 
Calif Collegians 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (23) 
Tracey & Hay 
Gracie Barry 
Olsen & Johnson R 
(16) 


Wallace Sis 

Medley & Dupree 
Welcome Lewis 
Whispering J Smith 





Fanchon & Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (24) 
‘School Days’ 


| Milton Douglas 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (24) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Henri Therrien 
Tom, Dick & H 
Anderson & Allen 
Sunkist Ens 


‘Girl Trouble’ I 
C Fredericks 
Julia Curtis 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (24) 
Mickey & Minnie M 
Arnaut Bros 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
Minnie Mouse Eng 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (24) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 


; Nennette Vallon 


John Merkyl 
Chas Boyle 
Betty Wille 
John Wagner 
Tivoli (24) 
‘Radio Stars’ 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sisters 
Bill Aronson 
Ieota Lane 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagliacel 
John Tio 
Peggy Warde 
Uptown (24) 
‘Movie Circus’ 


| Monte Blue 


Monroe Bros 

Realtor 

Paco Moreno 

‘Chick’ Kennedy 

Freethy A Eng 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (24) 

‘Mystery’ I 


Michon Bros 
Du Vail 





Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
CLEVELAND 


Week of Sept. 19 


Victoria Palace Jack Desmond 


Fratenellis Can Can Girls 
Brick & Lion NEW CROSS 
Sam Mayo pire 


Tex McLeod Lucille Benstead 


4 Buds Stewart's Bd 
Stetson Billy Kay 
Jack Edbe Donald Mackay 
Hetty King Maria Janos 
Natto Tr Gordon Ray Girls 
BRIXTON Rilly Reeves 
Astoria Leslie Pearce 
‘Cha Chin Chow’ Renaldo Singers 
Hughes Macklin Morris & Connor 


Graham Crawford 
Doris Ashton 
Alfredo Compoli 3 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 


Astoria 
Mito 3 
Leon Rogee 
B & B Franklin 


‘Saucy Nineties’ STREATHAM 
Harry Taft Astoria 
Moran & Elof Max Miller 
Rosie Lloyd 3 Bonos 





Anita Loew 
Freddie Fox 


Renee Sutton 
Alec Hardy 


OLD KENT ROAD 


Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 


Frankie Freda Or 


Riviera 


Harry Fox 
Dorothy Dell 

Lita Lope 

Val Vestoff 

Jane Duniap 
Fileen Clewley 
Helen Sheldon 
Mildred & Maurice 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nicxolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 

Village Barn 
Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 
Alma Smith 
Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 
Babs Perkins 
Sh’riff J’sh Medders 
B’shf’l H’k Warren 
Teddy Black Orch 


Weoodmansten Inn 


Will Osborne Orch 
Ronald Brooks 
Bobbie Moss 





Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 


The Dells 
Ted Healy 
Blossom Seeley 
Benny Fields 
Gus Arnheim 

The Tavern 
Sammy Walsh 
Joan Blair 


Enters & Borgia 
Mardie Romm 


CHICAGO 


Craig Leitch 
Elinor Sherry 

fal Redus 

Frank Trambauer 


Vanity Fair 
Clyde Snyder 


LaHae & AL 
Beebe Moffett 





Chas Baron 
Dorothy Rae 


Madelon MacKenzie 
Page Sis 








pense of show b 








TOM KENNEDY 
“VORKO” 


Offers 
RADIO RUBES 
(This Week Sept. 17th) 
KEITH’S THEATRE, BOSTON 





105th St. (24) 
‘Hello Parree’ 
Ghezzi Bros 
Lynn Cowan & Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
J Roshier & Shags 
Sunkist Ens 

DES MOINES 

mt (24) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
5 Decardos 
Harriett Mortimer 
Ben Omar 
Torney Ens 

HARTFORD 

Capitol (24) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Bernardo de Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Bellet & Lamb 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Lloyd R Miller 
Sunkist Ens 

LONG BEACH 

West Coast (22) 
‘Whoopee’ 

Buddy Doyle 
Jack Rutherford 
G Gerungeddie A 
Jane Lee 

Pietro Gentile 
Wm Dyer 
Howard Nugent 
Va Lee Bolton 
Carter de Haven Jr 
Bobby Arnst 
Juan Villasana 

LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (22) 
‘Georgia Minstrels’ 
Tommy Harris 
Tasses Brown 
Chiek Beeman 
Billy Mitchell 
Nay Bros 
Jimmy Miller 
Norvelle Reese 
Georgia Browns 

MADISON 

Orpheum (24) 
‘H’ wood Comedians’ 
Teddy Joyce 
Ben Turpin 
Walter Hiets 


course, the Civic 


Insull 
edifice 
west of the loop 





were a necessity. 











PROVINCIAL 


contributor to the 


What has happ 








Week of Sept. 19 


CARDIFF Dare & Yates 
Capitol Chris Chariton 

Alf Campoli 3 Valliere Co 
DUBLIN Power & Pace 
Capitol Ed Lawrence 


W Waiden Co 


SOUTHAMPTON 
Co as booked Empire 


LEEDS Danny Lipton 3 
Paramount Heien Binnie 
Dave Apollon Co STRATFORD 
NEWCASTLE Empire 
Paramount Alma Victoria 
Stralsky’s Cossacks |Shaw & Stanton 
NOTTINGHAM Norman Carroll 

Empire Ei Ray & Lady 


Esther Ralston 
Bobby Henshaw 
Gilbert & Frenoh 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Van Dock 
Kiraku Bros 
Payne & Hilliard 











Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 

Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 


Club Calais Bon Bon Buddies 
Jean Malin Cotton Club 
Lew Garcia Orch Aida Wara 
Francis Dunn Henri Wessel 
Arthur Buéd Swan & Lee 
Colleen Adams Anise Boyer 
Enters & Borgia Roy Atkins 

’ Peaches & Duke 

Connie’s Inn Brown & McGraw 

Raron Lee Orch Nicholas Bros 


Leitha Hill 


J’zzlips Richardson 
Don Redman Orch 


3 Little Words 





‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 


Blossom Sisters 


Alice Joyce 
Cora Green 
Baby Cox 


H'llyw’d Restaur'’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 





family town. 
times and hoardi 
the change more 
unimportant 
two weeks in a le 
themselves as bon 


about town are 
provincials, 


Carmod 


CI 


25 years. 








SKOURAS’ SYRACUSE VODE 


That Toddlin’ Town 





(Continued from page 1) 


usiness generally. 


Great areas of Chicago can only 
reach the Loop by slow, patience- 
trying trolley rides. Classic boner 
on the transportation end was, of 


opera house, now 


a $10,000,000 white elephant. Samuel 
insisted on building this 
in the warehouse district 


so that taxicabs 
And taxi meters 


prohibitive costs 


of going out for an evening. 


ened to the old- 


time Chicago is, of course, a transi- 
tion from a restless, half-wild me- 
tropolis feeding and fed by the ex- 
panding west into a conservative 
Tight money, 


hard 
ng simply make 
conspicuous. 


Sophisticated 


git theatre. Chi- 


cagoans who self-consciously rate | suises, 


vivants and men 
simply wealthy 


y Out 


1icago, Sept. 19. 


| 
} 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 19. 

With both Loew's and RKO cool 
ito vaudeville, the Skouras-controlled 
| Central New York Theatres Corp 
'is reported set to install vaudeville 


in the Empire 
house, 
‘ . 
in Octobe 
! } 


ry } ; + * > 
Ipply hie Le€ 


when 
formerly the 
r. Come}: 


the 


refitted 


t, reopens 


Dewitt 


Empire Wheel Casts 


(Continued from page 33) 
Keller, Lew 
George Levy. 


Joy St. Claire, Bee 
Denny, Dot Alexander 
‘Girls from the 
Ed Ryan, producer; Sam Raynor, 
Lee Hickman, Ray Parsons, Reid 
Sisters, Charles Dane, Anna Smith, 
Elinor Walent, Garrigan & DeMuth. 
‘Big Revue’ 
Henry Dixon, producer; Wen 
Miller, George Murray, Eddie Lloyd, 
Charlie Cole, Wilma Horner, Ferber 
& Marvin, Jim & Genaro, Buster 
Phillips. 


Follies’ 


‘French Frolics’ 
Issy Hirst, producer; Pacific Four, 
Harry Harrigan, Evelyn Cushway, 
Mitzie Parks, Betty Colton, Irving 
Selig. 
‘Empire Girls’ 


Sam Micals, producer; Sam 
Micals, Joe & Ernestine, Lou 
Powers, Ruth Bradley, Snookie 
Woods, Virginia Muzzio, Minor 
Reed, Bob Sandberg. 

‘Facts and Figures’ 
Al Raymond, producer; Mike 


Sacks, Fred Binder, Alice Kennedy, 
Harry Connors, Gladys McCormack, 
Johnny Cook, Adeline Parks, Harry 
Ryan, Tiny Hnff. 
‘Gaieties of 1933’ 

Issy Hirst producer; Jack Ryan, 
Kenna Bremier, Marion LaMar, 
Chick Chandler, Marty & Nancy, 
Kitty Ellis, Lola Bartram, Sammy 
Clark. 

‘Laffin’ Thru’ 
Al Golden, producer; Al Golden, 
Betty DuVal, Sammy Spears, Joe 
DeRita, Madeline LaVerne, Frances 
Sisters, Gladys Smith, Milton Ham- 
ilton. 

‘Rarin’ to Go’ 

Ed Ryan, producer; Harry Bent 
ley, Billy Hagen, Charles Harris, 
Stewart & Gardner, Milton Bronson, 
Connie Fanslau, Mary Joyce, Tan- 
gara, Mary Noel. 

‘Legs and Laughter’ 

Chas. Leroy, producer; Jim 
Walker, George Monefred, Angeles 
Lee, Al Anger, Al Taylor, Vera Sul- 
livan, Pearl Kaye, Billie Holmes, 
Boob Meyers. 





Palace, Baltimore 





(Continued from page 33) 


ago was the haven of the old Co- 
lumbia wheel. The reason is that 
much has happened to burlesque 
since the old Columbia circuit 
flourished. 

This house used to play to a good 
sprinkling of women, and Herk {is 
admittedly trying to recapture them, 
It’s going to be a slow process. 
Burley has gone too flatly honky- 
tonk to get many femme patrons in 
a town as gossipy as this one. 

But Herk has toned down on the 
stripping. The chorus has 15 girls 
and a more shapeless lot of girls 
would be hard to find. They can’t 
dance, but they’re out on the ros- 
trum every few minutes for fake 
stepping. They can’t sing, and yet 
they insist on exercising their tonsils. 
There’s only one performer who 
rates attention, probably the only 
new name developed in burlesque 
in a decade—Hinda Wausau. 

The gal has been obviously influ« 


are ruthless in this burg, another;enced by the heavy exploitation 


she’s been getting since she crashed 
Publix in Minneapolis and got a bid 
for legit production. Miss Wausau 
has gone more modern than ever. 
Anyhow, she stands out in burlesk 
as the one gal who can satisfy a 
mob without getting down to the 
last ribbon. More than ever she’s 
insisting on keeping her clothes on. 
She leaves the Empire circuit In 
two weeks to start rehearsals for 


The so-called ‘carriage trade’ ts|the Rose show. 
here. 
entertainment cannot survive over 


There’s no need to discuss the 
rest of the show. It has been re- 
viewed and panned many times pre- 
viously, under various names and 
While the stripping is 
down, the dialog has no qualms and 
stalks right into the outhouse for 
its humor. 

In the cast of this 
Pleasure Company,’ as staged by 
Billy Fields, are Fields as chief 
clown; Chuck Callahan, Sam Kline, 
3erg Grant and Bobby Leonard, 


‘Follies of 





Tom Carmody is reported out as; Doing the tame strip was Jeanette 
| local booker for the Western Vaude- | Alabassi; 
vile Managers’ Association. 

Carmody has been in this post for | 


also there was Dorothy 
Ahearn, while Florence and Marion 
Bowers were principally notewor- 
thy for being the first sister team 
seen in burley in many a day. 
Like the Gavety, this house {is 


‘running twice daily at 75¢ for top 


orchestra seats and running down 
to two-bits for the benches under 
the ceiling Of course, there’s the 
Saturday night gala at higher rates, 
Houses figure that they can grab 
more returns at the 75c figure for 
two-a-day than at a less figure on 
a grind policy. 

for its special play for the femme 
trade, house is offering ‘ladies’ mate 
inees’ at a straight two-bit tap. 
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Emil Boreo over here to start 
new type of show. Vague as ti 

where, when and how. 
Police after slot machines. De 


Stroyed 470 and then went out afte 
more under the new Mayor's urge. 





Weber and Fields present N. y.| 


Public Library with 11 albums of 
old theatrical photographs. Most 
of them scenes from their old pro- 


ductions. 








New Jersey police convention 
again declaims against gang pic- 
tures. Surefire for the newspapers. 

Dimitri Tiomkin turns producer. 
Glass-Jarrett comedy will be his 
first. 

RKO Pickwick theatre, Grceen- 


wich, Conn., shy $1,030. Picked up 
by a bandit and a girl companion, 
Harry A. Cohen, manazger, bound 
and stowed in a back room. Cohen 
later confessed it was a fake. All 
but $85 recovered. 


Dillingham-Erlanger note in court 
again last week. Case reopened to 
permit Dillingham to file an answer 
because of defects in bank’s com- 
plaint. Bank also given permission 
to file an amended complaint. Got 
a defauit judgment against the pro- 
ducer for endorsement on a note. 


Mrs. Adolph J. Bauman, answer- 
ing her husband's divorce complaint, 
offers that he had two pianos, two 
radios, accordion, banjo and xylo- 
phone, and tried to keep them all 
going at once. Sympathetic judge 
put the case down for immediate 
trial. ——— 

Anita Corbin and Dorothy McCoy, 
dancers in the Iron Gate nitery, 
arrested on a New Jersey hit-and- 
run warrant. Charged that they hit 
and injured Dorothy Belmanie, 8, 
in Ridgefield, N. J., Aug. 25. They 
contend neither was driver of the 
car. os 

Alexandra Carlisle to return to the 
stage for Guthrie McClintic. 

Broadway Association again asks 
the police to clean things. up. 
Wants to kill off burley pictures, 
picture house marquees and restore 
the alley to ‘an atmosphere com- 
mensurate with its importance.’ 








Government men raid 200 cordial 
shops in N. Y., making one or more 
arrests in each instance. Whole- 
sale action due to organization of a 
racket which threatened a _ war. 
Store owners were lined up on 
promise of police and Federal pro- 
tection. In return they bought 20 
gallons of alcohol at 25 cents over 
the market and paid $3 in cash. 
Each week someone tipped Wash- 
ington and raids followed. 


Wilda Bennett settles with the 
Allenhurst, N. J., police by paying 
$14.75 costs. Took a _ suspended 
sentence for disorderly conduct. 
Aug. 16 she wandered into the po- 
lice station to report an alleged dis- 
turbance at her home. Broke a 
window in the station and arraigned 
on a disorderly charge. 


No tax on opera tickets, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Treasury Dept. 
Held that opera is educational and 
that Metropolitan is now a non- 
profit organization. 


Abbey theatre Irish Players set 
for the Martin Beck theatre, New 
York, Oct. 17. Four weeks of rep- 
ertory. . 


Walter Reade, theatre owner, sued 
for $250,000 alienation of the affec- 
tions of Mrs. Helen Paul Fields. 
Mrs. Fields, who runs a gown shop 
as Frances, is suing Fields for a 
divorce on the grounds that he will 
not let her models alone. Fields’ 
answer is the charge’ against 
Reade, revealed when Reade’s attor- 
ney asked for a bill of particulars. 





Curley Fisher, representing Ed- 
ward Tisher’s western vaude cir- 
cuit, in town trying to spot a house 
for straight vaude. No film of any 
sort. 


Frances Alda to broadcast a 
series of hints to radio singers over 
NBC. 


Special traffic regulations in the 
New York theatre district went into 
effect Sept. 14. Same as last year 
with no turns in the congested dis- 
trict. 


Elizabeth Miehl engaged to make 


the adaptation of Pierre Wolf's ‘La | 


Belle de Nuit.’ For the Shuberts. 


Zoobu, baby elephant at an At- 
lantic City resort, is dead from indi- 
gestion. Same animal got drunk 
last April on whiskey administered 
for colic and broke its leg. 

Jed Harris considering ‘Present 
Laughter,’ by Charles Brackett, but 
no decision yet. 








Katherine Cornell expected back 


from Europe Oct. 15. 


Miles C. Rabinowitz was bein x | 


sued by the former Marie Cunnins- 
ham for divorce, papers namine 
mime actresses as co-respondents, 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no 
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lhis promise to pay her $100 weekly 
land repossess for her more than 
$20,000 worth of jewelry and two fur 
coats. On this basis papers were 
signed that neither was to sue the 
| other so long as the payments con- 
tinued. Now Mrs. Rabinowitz is 
telling him that unless he makes it 
less difficult for her to obtain her 
weekly allowance it’s all off. yet- 
ting tired, she says, of the weekly 
rame of hide and seek. 








Sammy O'Dea, of ‘Ballyhoo,’ has 
entered the dramatic school at the 
Washington Sq. branch of N. Y. U. 


Walter Hampden will drop 
‘Cyrano’ after this season In favor 
of ‘Ruy Blas,’ with adaptation by 
Brian Hooker. 





Olive Borden will sue for the an- 
nulment of her marriage to Teddy 
Spector on the grounds he already 
had a wife in Buffalo. Case has 
been in the courts and the news- 
papers several times the past six 


months. 





Rita Ross, former chorus girl, quit 
the stage to round up stray cats 
for the S. P. C. A. Not on the pay- 
roll, but she and seven others get 
funds from animal lovers. 





Guthrie McClintic announces that 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ is 
taboo for stock and amateur pro- 
ductions. Reserved for Katherine 
Cornell, who may revive it for the 
road later on. 


General Electric is completing 
work on the Thyratron system of 
light control for International Music 
Hall in Rockefeller Center. Will 
comprise 314 control panels, all 


chestra pit. 





Mrs. Richard Mansfie!d (Beatrice 
Cameron) advertising in the dailies 
to dispose of the Mansfield home at 
New London, Conn. 


N. Y. Board of Fire Underwriters 
announces that the Coney Island 
fire of last summer caused a loss of 
more than $3,000,000, of which only 
$2,000,000 was covered by insurance. 
Biggest of resort’s three fires. 

Kate Smith cancels all stage dates 
on account of illness. Going to Lake 
Placid. 





Fox Film Corp. was fined $2,048 
last week for contempt of court by 
Supreme Court Justice McGeehan. 
Based on failure to comply with the 
court order to pay to Mrs. Alan 
Dinehart the salary of her husband 
in alimony arrears. Fine will be 
turned over to Mrs. Dinehart. 

Some time ago the court made 
Mrs. Dinehart the receiver of her 
husband's salary until the arrears 
were paid. Justice McGeehan said 
that it appeared that Fox had torn 
up the actor’s contract calling for 
$685 and gave him one for $6 
weekly. At the same time he was 
loaned to Warner Bros for $850. 


Westinghouse demonstrates an 
electrical cooker which uses radio 
rays and predicts that the home 
radio will be able to sing and grill 
a steak simultaneously. 





San Carlo Opera company coming 
into the New Amsterdam, New 
York, Oct. 10. 


Edison & Burton to produce four 
plays this season starting witk ‘In- 
eubator.’ 


Loew theatres in Manhattan com- 





| plete change over to Friday open- 
| ings. 

Vine-Glo does a brodie in N. Y. 
Office closed and fixtures sold to 
satisfy a salary claim. Grape con- 
centrate which turned to wine if the 
buyer was not careful. 





‘Case of 
‘Criminal 
by the 


Gutrie McClintic changes 
the Frightened Lady’ to 
at Large.’ Mystery drama 
late Edgar Wallace. 


Konstantin Shayen is compiling a 
Russian revue from material 
in ‘Chauve Souris’ and ‘Bluebird.’ 
May be brought in next week. 


Harry Lachman leaving for Hol- 
lywood on a term contract for Fox. 
tlas directed talking 
england, but not over here 


| ry , nt “— ie Ti ag | ~ 
| Alky p*@fu: raided in the Times | which will be tested by the Hedge- | 


Square se-*e:.. Two stills with a 
combined capacity of 580 gallons a 
{day found by the police at 137 W.| 
j 22d. Nobody home, 
A. C. Blumenthal obtains from the | 
} Supreme Court an ovcer directing 
Paramount-Publix, its Vilm Pro-|} 
|}duciions, Ine... and bea inter- | 
sted in the Iatter t>? s':0 cause 
}Why Paramount should not be en- | 


but the suit had been withdrawn on 


from making payments of 
upward of $300,000 weekly to the 
banks on the loan of $6,500,000. 
Blumenthal’s action is as one of the 
bondholders of Paramount, He con- 
tends it was agreed that the assets 
of the company could not be divert- 
ed without their consent. Order re- 
turnable Sept. 23. 


joined 





George 8. Kaufman and George 
Oppenheimer reported to be work- 
ing on a new drama for Sam Harris. 


‘Bill of Divorcement,’ Billie 
Burke's first film, with John Barry- 
more, will get its premier at the 
Mayfair Sept. 30 as a benefit for 
Mrs. Hearst's coffee and sandwich 
fund. Katherine Hepburn also film 
debuts in this picture, 


Rudy Vallee in more auto trouble. 
This time the car slid off the road 
near Island Pond, Vt., Saturday 
(17). Car slightly damaged, but 
the crooner okeh. 


Courtney Burr fishing for Ina 
Claire and W. C. Fields for his new 
revue, ‘Stop That Clock.’ If he 
gets ‘em the show goes right into 
rehearsal. 





Department of Sanitation band, 
which always has been used in city 
welcomes, ordered on full time. Men 
have been getting one day a week 
for rehearsal. 


showgirl, was ar- 
rested Saturday in Rome, N. Y,, 
where she was working in a night 
club, and brought back to N. Y. as 
a material witness against her 
brother, Philip Mastrocio, who is 
charged with robbery. The girl met 


Rita Martin, 





operated from a console in the or- 


used | 


pictures in| 


David Levy, manager of the Nat 
Lewis stores, in 1928, according to 
the police, and he gave her broth- 
er a job. Charged that Mastrocio 
stole goods from the store and turned 
them over to Howard Walker. Last 
Jan. 12 he was given $1,140 to de- 
posit and this also went to Walker, 
it is alleged, Mastrocio falsifying the 
books and then disappearing. He 
was located by the police last week 
and he and Walker were arrested. 
A third man, Sam Margot, was 
picked up with them and held on a 
charge of possessing opium and an 
opium pipe. The men revealed the 
whereabouts of the girl. 


Hebrew Actors’ Union reports em- 
ployment up, though five fewer 
houses than last year. Nine houses 
in N. Y. use 125 players. Only 89 
of Union's 344 members now seek- 
ing jobs. 





William Harris, Jr., takes ‘Spring 
Song’ from the Spewacks. Not for 
immediate production, 





Acting Mayor McKee to start a 
drive on burlesque. 


Loyce Whiteman joing Harry 
Barris at the Nut Club. 
Ruth St. Dennis staging the 


dances in ‘Passionate Pilgrim.’ Her 
first try at legit staging. 





‘He Takes Possession’ changed to 
‘Bidding High.’ Lois Howell's play. 





‘Woman's Home Companion’ takes 


Sam Warshawsky’s ‘Woman of 
Destiny’ in novelized form for 
serialization. 





Olive Bell Harmon, professionally 
known as Loma Worth, took out a 
license to marry Forrest C. Cross 
on Thursday (15). Next day she 
was back to take out a license to 
wed Pedro Llanuza, sports cartoon- 
ist. Divorce papers of Llanuza were 
incomplete and the license held up. 


Ruth Hathaway, of vaudeville, 
broke into the DuBois murder case 
when she denied the husband's 
story, that his wife had been killed 
while autoing with the actress. Her 
denial is credited by the police with 
having shaken DuBois’ morale 
which resulted in his suicide. 





Stork Club, Valley Stream, L. I, 
raided Friday (16) in the crusade 
| against gambling. Sixteen patrons 
|} held for examination but names 


| withheld. 





Gerald Griffin again nominated 
as president of the Catholic Actors’ 
| Guild. Election next month, 


' 





Anthony Vieller, 
has authored a 


son 
play, 


of Bayard, 
“a0 2D. A.’ 
row theatre. 

Carnival company moves onto the 
site of the American theatre re- 
cently razed. Benefit for Dyer Post, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 





Joint eulogy of the Jewish, Epis- 
copal and Catholic theatre guilds 
Siven at the Temple of the Cove- 
nant Friday (16) to honor Weber 





Rabbi 
|Titner of the Temple, who is chap- 


jand Field's anniversary. 
lain of the Jewish Guild; Gerald 
Griffin, of Catholic actors, and 
Percy Moore, of the Episcopalians, 
made the addresses. 


Walter Damrosch will stage a 
pageant illustrative of Beethoven's 
Ninth Symphony in Mad. Sq. Gar- 


den Jan. 25. Will utilize about 
1,500 volunteers, singers and 


dancers. One of the benefits for the 
musicians’ fund. 


Navy Department announces that 
it will not lend the fleet to any pie- 
ture firm desiring to use the ships 
with a foreign locale. Must be in 
the U. S. or the studios can build 
their own. 


Hope Hampton, back from 
Europe, tells that Paul Longon 1s 
signing operatic artists to form a 
company to compete with the 
Metropolitan and include some of 
the former stars of that organiza- 


tion. 


Mrs. Mildred Seydell, novelist and 
columnist on the Atlanta ‘Georgian,’ 
is in Hollywood to interview the 
stars. 








Lina Basquette has been granted 
a divorce from Teddy Hayes in No- 
gales, Mexico. Until the divorce it 
had not been definitely known that 
the two were married. 


Mrs. O. N. Craft, wife of the head 
of the Craft Carnival Co., injured 
in an airplane crash at Visalia, Cal. 





Alexander Pantages denied refund 
of $5.000 by L. A. Superior Court in 
his suit against Attorney LeCompte 
Davis. 

Pan alleged he had paid that 
amount for a deposition in the civil 
action brought by Eunice Pringle 
but which had not been taken when 
her action against the theatre man 
ended. 





Santa Clara, Cal., police arrest 
Charles Unser on a vagrancy charge 
following contention that he had 
been sent from the east as a body- 
guard for Jackie Coogan, now at- 
tending Santa Clara _ university. 
Sentenced to 10 days in jail. Coogan 
family denied the man’s story. 

Damages of $1,766.87 is asked of 
Phillips Holmes in a suit filed in 
L. A. Municipal court. Actor is 
charged with having failed to ob- 
serve a boulevard stop, auto crash 
resulting. 


Virginia Bruce’s contract with 
M-G suspended by mutual consent 
to permit the player to devote her- 
self to her home, and to being Mrs. 
John Gilbert. 


In an amended complaint filed in 
Superior Court, L. A., for divorce 
from Seraphime Davidoff, Alexis 
Davidoff, technical director, charges 
his wife associated with a man 
identified only as ‘Romanoff.’ 





Fire of undetermined origin on 
the back lot at Universal City de- 
stroyed several property sheds and 
old scenic sets. For a time the 
flames threatened the studio zoo and 
the corral where Tom Mix keeps 50 
horses. 


District court of appeals, Los An- 
geles, denies motion for dismissal of 
the appeal of Dolores Del Rio from 
a $16,000 judgment in favor of Gun- 
ther R. Lessing, attorney. Latter 
had won a judgment in a_ suit 
against the actress in which he al- 
leged wrongful discharge and 
breach of a retainer contract. 


Countess Rina de Liguoro, concert 
pianist and European film actress, 
and her 12-year-old daughter have 
been threatened with death unless 
$200,000 is turned over to extortion- 
ists. 

Genui:.- iaiported likker valued at 
$20,000, according to snoopers, was 
confiscated in a raid in Hollywood. 
Place was the old Paramount film 
laboratories. 





| Muriel Pollard, film cowgirl, fined 
| $50 in L. A. Municipal court on a 
| charge of disturbing the peace 
| Mrs. Anna King has filed suit for 
divorce in Superior Court, L. A., 
|from William R. King, brother of 
Mae Murray. Charge is made by 
Mrs. King that when the actress 
| stopped contributing funds for their 
livelihood her husband failed to 
|} support her. 





| Nov. 8 set for trial in Los Angeles 
| of Duncan Renaldo. Government 
|}charges him with falsely claiming 





for a passport. U. S. complaint al. 
leges the actor was born in Ruma- 
nia and deserted a French ship or 
which he was a sailor in New York 
Passport charge reverts to his trip 
to Africa on location with a Metry 
company, 

Mrs. Chester Morris improving 
following an appendicitis operation 
in Hollywood. 


Suit for divorce from George 
Jessel will be filed in Nogales, Mex - 
ico, instead of in Reno, the actor's 
wife having changed her plans after 
spending some time in the Nevada 
city. She is now in Nogales. 





Bobbe Arnst has filed suit in Su- 
perior Court, Los Angeles, for a 
divorce from Johnny Weissmul'er 


Restaurant and chureh interests 
in San Diego are campaigning to 
have the International border closed 
at 6 p.m. instead of at 9. 


Glenn Tryon owes $449 for clothes, 
and Bert Roach $4150, according to 
charges filed in Los Angeles Munici- 
pal Court by a Hollywood apparel 
shop. 


An airdale belonging to R. M 
Byrne, Hollywood, which prevented 


the destruction by fire of a film 
Studio through giving a_ timely 
alarm, and has performed other 


feats, has been awarded a medal by 
the Humane Commissioners of Los 
Angeles. 


Jury, deadlocked in the trial of 
Doris Kenyon and Edwin Carewe, 
is discharged in Superior Court, 
L. A. Pair were on trial in the suit 
of the California Standard Finance 
Corp., which sought to compel them 
to make good on their indorsements 
of a $10,000 promissory note for 
Cornelius Cole. 


Mrs. Grace Black, said by her at- 
torney to be a sister of Daisy 
De Boe, former sec to Clara Bow, is 
occupying a cell adjoining Miss 
De Boe’s in the county jail, L. A 
She was arrested on suspicion of 
violation of the liquor laws, police 
charging they found a still, whiskey 
and mash in her home. 

Charged with being intoxicated on 
private property, Abry Keney, film 
director, was sentenced to five days 
in L. A. jail. Keney paid a $100 
fine the day previous for a similar 
offense. 





Suit for $500,000 against S. S. Van 
Dine (Willard H. Wright) and Vita- 
phone Corp., has been filed in U. S, 
district court, L. A., by A. C. Eding- 
ton and Carmen Edington. Pair 
allege that their book, ‘Studio Mur- 
der Mystery,’ previously produced 
by Paramount, was released by 
Vitaphone under Van Dine’s name. 


Leonard Hicks, veteran Chicago 
hotel man, who used to own the 
Grant and Lorraine, actor hangouts, 
won the golf tournament of the 
Chicago bonifaces with a nifty 86. 
Hicks is now employed at the 
Morrison hotel. 





Seger Ellis, 28, went to WLW, 
Cincinnati, last year to baritone. 
His wife, Vivian, 24, put thumbs 
down on the town and returned to 


(Continued on page 54) 


MARRIAGES 


Kitty Gordon to Ralph 





Ranlet, 


New York, Sept. 15. Bride is a 
former musical comedy acivress, 
noted for the perfection of her 
back. Groom a stockbroker. 


Lauretta D. Haney to Ezra Han- 
naford, New York, Sept. 15. Bride 
is musical comedy actress; groom 
a musician. 

Elsa Peterson, former Zicgfeld 
‘Follies’ girl, to E. J. Miley, Jr., non- 
pro, at Tia Juana, Mexico, Sept. 6. 
Helen Peterson, dancer and for- 
mer member Chicago Civie opera 
ballet, to Dr. Max Brandt, both of 
Council Bluffs, Ia., announced, elop- 
ment to Tarkio. Mo., taking place 
a year ago. 

Myrtis Crinley, actress, to Gordon 
S. Mitchell, writer, Sept. 17, Glen- 
dale, Calif. 

Marion Miller to Harold Knettles, 
film editor at Paramount studios, at 
Hollywood Sept. 16. Bride is a non- 
pro. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. lL.eonard L. Levinson 
daughter, at Cedars of Lebanon hos- 
pital, Hollyword, Sept. 14. Mother 
is Ruth Keller, stage; father is on 
‘Variety's’ Hollywood staff 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Erwin, son 
Sept. 14, Los Angeles. Mother is 
June Collyer 

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby C 
New York, Sept. 17, 
ond child Father is 
and stager. Mother was 


ynnolly in 
their 
producer 


son, sec 
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profession. 
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Broadway 


John Monyhan has moved into 


wn. 

Lora Hays in town and looking 
ground. 

Val Lewton spent his vacation 
writing a book. 

“ Harry Sherman has a daughter 
he’s pretty proud of. 

Princess Matchabelli off to Ger- 

ny for film work. 

Rita Weiman’s daddy, who’s been 
ailing, much better now. 

Franklin Ardell «round again 

ter a three months’ illness. 

Virginia Smith hied to the Coast 
Jast week. To visit her sister. 

Park Central hotel goes into the 
panking biz, or vice versa, this week. 

John Balaban still hesitates using 
planes, but it’s R. J. O’Donnell's 
passion. 

Maurice (Will Hays) Mackenzie 
back at his desk after an illness of 
gix weeks. 

Max Tishman broke 120 and is 
now trying to cut down to four 
putts per green. 

D. W. Griffith has finally checked 
out of the Astor after living there 
a long time now. 

Van and Schenck Club, Glendale, 
L. I., held its annual carnival and 
bazaar last week. 

J. Albert Hirsch is in Quebec 
complaining about the quality of 
the French wines. 

Jack Curtis looks like a juve in 
the English cut suits he carted back 
from the other side. 

Hal Horne was deluged by adver- 
tising sign men wanting the Rivoli 
gpot on its takeover by UA. 

Florabel Muir, former Hollywood 
columnist of the N. Y. ‘Daily News,’ 
around town on a literary mission. 

Broadway film house managers 
have cut out the pass reciprocity 
for muggs who check all the houses. 

Jack Meredith is making 300 
miles a day covering every theatre 
in the Saenger circuit down south. 

Monte Prosser, the cafe p.a., has 
opened his own eatery, calling it the 
Clam House and serving everything 
but clams. 

Sid Skolsky back Saturday (17) 
morning and getting the lowdown 
on Broadway from Winchell the 
game night. 

Ed Sullivan, recuperating from 
flu, is punching the bag up at Gus 
Wilson’s training camp at Specu- 





lator, N. Y, 
Marian Coles has one of those 
signature-writing machines for 


signing thousands of checks on pay- 
roll day in P-P. 

George Givot shaved his month- 
old beard when the Yankees 
clinched the American League pen- 
nant. It was a gag bet. 

Wayne Piersen is the father of 
twins who have separate birthdays. 
Explanation is that the boys arrived 
on both sides of 12 o’clock midnight. 

A guy on the emergency wagon 
of the East River Gas Co., Long 
Island City, is a ringer for Jimmy 
Durante. And does he smell gas 
leaks fast! 

Bobby Connolly, dance director, 
has a small daughter named after 
her mother, who is of French par- 
entage. A family acquaintance 
asked the tot if she knew any 
French words, the child chirping: 
‘Only naughty ones.’ 


London 


name is 





George Robeys’ George 
Wade. 

Marion Harris back at the Cafe | 
de Paris. 

Paramount's Plaza has 
atage band policy. 

Jack Curtis interested in 
Vernon for America, 

Sir Oswald Stoll and Erie Woll- 
heim not sofriendly. 

McQueen Pope offering Gina Malo 
lead in straight play. 

Metro inaugurating big publicity 
campaign in London dailies. 

Williamson-Tate bought Austral- 
jan rights to ‘Cat and the Fiddle.’ 


resumed 


Gretl 


Albert de Courville producing 
‘Midship Maid’ for Gainsborough 
Film. 

Elmer Rice trying to get Basil 
Rathbone to play lead in ‘Left 


Bank.’ 

Syd Roy changing practically his 
entire band at the Leicester Square 
theatre, 

Wife of John Baird, of television, 
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succeeded by H. Hilbert, chief re- 
ceptionist. 

Clarkson Rose will be the Com- 
pere when Victoria Palace-goes con- 
tinuous Oct. 10. 

Nervo and Knox offered $2,000 to 
do specialty bit in British musical 
film, and considering. 

John Hyman, one of the oldest 
and most respected theatrical sos- 
toumiers, in hands of receiver. 

Frederick Blackman looking over 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ which he will 
produce for the Williamsons in Aus- 
tralia. 

Water Rats throw a party in 
honor of Dave Apollon, with Georgie 


career. 
Raymond Massey here, but due 
back in New York Nov. 1 to start 
rehearsing in ‘Alien Corn,’ Katherine 
Cornell's venture. 
Acts opening London Pavilion re- 


during the opening show. Claim it 
makes them nervous. 


Wood making the best speech of his 


sent Henry Sherek’s bulk in the box 





Bill Collier Is Back 





Willie Collier, Sr., back from | 
Hollywood after being away | 
from Broadway for two years, 
attracted a gallery at the 
Friars for lunch in sryapping 
yarns with Jim Corbett. Club 
matters came up and Jim be- 
moaned the financial troubles 
of the theatrical social organi- 
zations. 

Willie soothed him by saying 
he heard that although the wolf 
may be running the biliard 
room at the Friars, the animal 
not only invaded the Lambs 
but brought along the whole 
family. 











of the WB-FN coast exchanges, 
after being recalled here by the ill- 
ness of his wife. 

Universal couldn't get Sidney 
Franklin to train Lew Ayres to be 
a bull fighter, so imported Samuel 
Solis from Spain instead. 

Sandy Roth, who divides his time 
between acting and assistant direct- 
ing, leaves on the 25th for Europe. 





"Tm Telling You” 


By Jack Osterman 





ilar lines, at the Yankee ball park, | | 


pose is to swell the party treasury. 
Governor Roosevelt will be pres- 


The night display will climax with 
fireworks prior to which acts from 
the Ringling circus and elsewhere 
are programed. Probable top is $1. 
Wayne Pierson and Eddie Dowl- 
ing are in charge. 


300 Friars Get Gate; 
M.P. Club After Dues; 


idea 
haven't guests to stand around the 
lobby so they put automobiles in- 
stead. 
colns and a Buick checked in. 


They still think they 
club. 
bought a new car and was driving 
across 


+ — 
Democrats’ Show Due | BACK TO WORK—IT WASN'T 
. TRUE, 
For Yankee Stadium eel 
Democrats will repeat their Coast- | Dear ‘Variety’ Muggs: 
stadium spectacle, or one along sim- You all knew we couldn't bear 


eing away from you all, so here we 


New York, Oct. 12 (Columbus Day)j are right back where we started 
for matinee and night shows, Pur-j|from. They put ‘The Passing Show’ 


in an envelope and mailed it back 
marked ‘Opened by mistake.’ 
ent but no speeches are scheduled. | way it was nice to see Detroit for a 
day. 


Any- 


has a great 
They 


The Book-Cadallac 
against depression. 
While I was there two Lin- 
Cincinnati is a jolly little job, too. 
have a ball 


But there is a guy who just 


country when he broke 


Muriel Barron likely to play 
Peggy Wood part in ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle’ when Williamson-Tait pro- 
duce show in Australia. 

New program of Continuous 
Grand Guignol, with only holdovers 
the two nurses posted at the doors |< 
in case something happens—but it 
never does, 


Hollywood | 


Babe Hardy’s molars kicking up. 


Lou Maren is a sucker for palm- 
ists, 


Creighton Chaney in the High 
Sierras. 
Rochelle Hudson to Reno. Oke, 


she’s single. 

Eddie Buzzell dug down for a new 
16-cylinder hack. 

Annette Margules, of N. Y. legit, 
in town on spec. 

Arthur Lubin tried his Hungarian 
cook on the Barrymores. 

Dick Arlen off to the High Sierras 
for a two-week fishing trip. 

Joe Polonsky in Hollywood hos- 
pital for a minor operation. 

Freddie Fralick back after a va- 
cation tour of the northwest. 

Lin Bonner now a sports pro- 
moter in New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Ted Cook is trying to get Groucho 
Marx intefested in lawn bowling. 

Fred C. Curtis still talking about 
his first trip across the Mex border. 

The Freddie Marches (Florence 
Eldridge) are going to adopt a baby. 

Samuel Ornitz away from Radio's 
writing staff on a four-week vaca- 
tion. 

Name the reason one femme star 
is called ‘the balloon smuggler’ and 
why. 

Mrs. Paul Lukas leaves for Buda- 


pest, whers her father is serious- 
ly ill. 

Leon Levy and the Missus 
motored to ’Frisco for a week’s va- 
cation. 

Jack Lyons, old-time circuit 


agent, here from St. Joe, Mo., on a 
vacash, 

Alan Pitt Robbins, 
the London ‘Times,’ 





publisher of 
lamping the 


Georgie Raft calls himself ‘Night- 
After-Night Raft.’ You'll have to 
ask him. 

Members of the Dufwin Stock Co., 
which played 11 weeks in Honolulu, 
are back. 

Presion Sturgess brought his sec- 
retary, Bianca Gilchrist, here from 
New York. 

Bill Perlberg won a cup for play- 

















| eight bucks in the treasury, and the 


ing handball. It isn’t big enough to 
hold a drink. 

Bill Thomas and Dallas Dexter, 
actress, wondering where to have 
the ceremony. 

Gwili Andre knocked out by an 
overhanging branch while jorse- 
back riding in the hills. 

Mann Sisters, Ethel and Marion, 
formerly in vaude, are conducting a 
dancing school in Denver. 

Mary Doran gone to New York, 
with her husband, Joe Sherman, 
being a bachelor for a month. t 

Eunice Martin, Dave Selznick’s 
sec, is leaving to hold down same 
job with Adela Rogers St. John. 

Margaret Widenor, secretary to 
Hunt Stromberg at Metro, will be/|t 
married Sept. 25 to Frank Lindsay. 

The Baltimore Lunch Club has /t 


members want to stage a cut-rate 
orgy. 

Jack Moffitt, former U writer, is 
back in town reporting the Bern- 











— birth to daughter in London 
ept. 5. 

Frederick Volpe, character actor, 
recently deceased, left around 
$60,000, 

John McCormack giving farewell | 
concert at Albert hall prior to Afri- | 
ean tour. 

Harry Foster winner of Cinema | 
Challenge Cup of the Screen Golf- | 
ing Society. ‘ 

Frolics, London's latest n’ght spot, 
special opening, with Delysia as} 
guest of honor. 

Richard Weininger negotiating 
with Cochran for German rights of | 
‘Bitter Sweet.’ 

Mr. Duchene, for 12 years man- 
ager at the Ritz, became manager 
of Cariton hotel Sept. 5, and was 





‘Tombstone Canyon,’ next Ken May- | 
inard at Tiffany. 


farlow story for the Kansas City 
‘Star.’ 

Troy Orr, ad and pub man for the 
Chinese, tried to inject so much 
‘Rain’ into his copy that he caucht 
the flu. 

Jackie Cooper celebrated his ninth 
birthday Thursday by having 
around 100 kids at his home for a 
blowout. 

Andy Callahan, 





1? 


it 

Jr. son of the}! 
Technicolor head, interscholastic | 
220-yard swimming champ, has 
entered USC. | 
Irving Starr's broken arm is suffi- | 


| ( 
ciently mended for him to supervise } 


V 
| I 
Jack Brower has resumed his tour! ¢ 


He will be gone three months. 


execs, fudges in a prize waltz con- 
test at Catalina Island Sunday (11), 
was 
crowd. 


club. 


studios. : 
amending the law. 


around 


Favorite couple of Warner Bros. 


moo-ed down by the Casino 
Public guessed the fav 
‘ouple were attached to the studio. 





Paris 








Paul Robeson here. 

Reopening of Empire. 

The Guitrys talk of divorce. 
Betty Compton back in Paris. 
Odette Florelle in a motor smash, 
Bob Kane joining a local picture 


The three Hakim brothers now in 
Paris. 

Dubbing experts waiting for ‘Sky 
Devils.’ 

Paris girls going Johnny Weis- 
muller, 

Princess Ghika to introduce Lan- 
vin dresses in Vancouver via Pan- 
ama, 

Charles K, Gordon’s family in the 
country. 

Yvonne Printemps slipping back 
to Paris. 

Mary Heaton entertaining at the 
Raphael. 

Marie Glory to end her cure on 
the Riviera, 

Three femme Astors in one build- 

(Continued on page 44) 


Reno Lawyers Get ’Em, 
Merchants Now Want 
To Hold ’Em, Take ’Em 











The Friars’ 


Merger Talk Heard 


Board of Governors 


down in the middle of the night. 
Luckily there was a man on the 
road who informed the owner of the 
car that a man who worked in that 
particular auto factory lived down 
the block. After much persuasion 


ordered the names of approximately 
300 members dropped from the lists 
on Thursday (15) for non-payment 
of dues. Acton followed warning 
sent by the club last month. Mem- 
bers were permitted to pay any 
amount convenient, even weekly re- 


virtually 


they got the man out of. bed and 
dragged him to the car. 
He took one look at the motor and 


(Continued on page 44) 











mittances being acceptable. 


New York 





Theatres 











Some talk is heard of the Friars 
absorbing the Motion Picture club, 
the latter moving from its Bond 
building quarters to the Monastery 
should the merger eventuate. No 
negotiations have started but the 
boards of both clubs regard the idea 
in friendly way. The Picture club 
had a membership of 400, with the 
present list totalling about 200. It 
has a lease on its present quarters 
which has six years more to go, 
while the furnishings have a book 
value of $90,000. 

The Friars memb-rship totalled 
1,700 several years ago, with about 
800 in the rolls the past year. 
Counting the new letouts a paid up 
membership of 500 remains, but that 
is sufficient to operate without loss. 
That is possible because of a new 
budget adopted by the club recently. 
A new membership drive is due to 
be started shortly. 

Delinquent members of the Pic- 
ture club may have to account to 
their bosses for failure to pay their 
club bills and dues, if the club has 








Reno, Sept. 19. 

Nevada’s six-weeks divorce law 
which has piled plenty of dough into 
the pockets of attorneys during the 
past 20 months has not been so hot 
for Reno merchants and talk of set- 
ting the residence requirement back 
to three months is now being heard. 


The legislature at its January ses- 


sion may be asked to consider 


The attorneys, however, will use 


all their influence to prevent any 
change 
marital misfits because, 
the six-weeks law doubled the di- 
vorce business of Reno. 


in Nevada’s gift to the 
they say, 


The merchants assert that when 


the divorce seekers were compelled 
to remain here three months they 
|} spent money in the stores. 








‘FALL THEATRE DEMAND 


FOR WORKERS SETS IN 


the past three or four 





During 


weeks, business for the employment 
agencies has picked up seasonally to 


he extent of about 20% on calls and 


placements. 


The Markus-Birman agency, han- 


dling help for theatres from janitors 


Oo managers, reports an increase of 
that percentage for this 
ype of employee. 





Hollywood Turtle Tracks 


Go Boom; Best Night $25, 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Turtle racing as a regular amuse- 
nent did a quick flop in Hollywood. 


| Vine street track stayed open only | underneath 
three days and the Fairfax track | burned about the ad plugs Hutchin- | 


wo days, with the best single} 
light’s gross only $25. 


Douglas Hertz, promoter of Vine | 


| Street arena, and 16 employees were 


irrested on lottery charges after | 
yperating two days. Employees 
vere freed, but jury disagreed on 


lertz and he is awaiting a second 
rial next month. 


| editorials. 


its way, and if the bosses give a 
hoot. 

Last week several picture men 
found that an officer of the MP club 
had informed their superiors of who 
owed for what and how much. The 
bosses weren't asked to collect for 
the club, of course, but just notified 
that their employees were a bit lax. 


N. Y. PRESS HAS GROUCH 
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AGAINST FLYING FAMILY 


Attempted cross-Atlantic flight 
of the Hutchinson family seems the 
first to arouse antipathy of the 








Borst 


“AGE OF CONSENT” 


AVE 


Wed. te Fri. 
Sept. 21-23 


Dorothy Wilson—Eric Linden 


“‘Condemned to Death” 


ial 


Wed. te Fri. 
Sept. 21-23 


DOROTHY WILSON 


“AGE OF CONSENT” 


with 
Arline Judge—Eric Linden 











press. 

Newspapers appear particularly 
resentful over the reported tie-ups 
Hutchinson made with advertising 
accounts, following what was sup- 
posed to have been an exclusive 
NBC radio contract. Hutchinson 


OX Y rrr semen 
The PAINTED WOMAN 


with Spencer Tracy, Peggy Shannon 
On Stage—Frank Cambria’s 
Mickey Mouse Cartoon - - Fox 
Coming Friday—GEORGE ARLISS in “A SUC- 
CESSFUL CALAMITY.” 


international Revue 
Movietone News 





made a connection with Cocoa-Malt 
and a doll company, among others, 


and in his first radio messages men- 
tioned these advertisers for! plugs. 
Papers got wise to this and im- 
medately clamped down on space. 
Meanwhile, NBC's ire is also re- 
ported to the front. 

Even after the Hutchinson family | 
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Lionel 
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was found in Greenland, New York | 
papers played the story down, sev- 
eral putting everything on the res- 
cue on inside pages. By that time, 
some also appeared with stinging 
While these dealt mostly 
with Hutchinson endangering the | 
life of his wife and two children, | 
the papers were also | 
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son was trying to put over. 

New York ‘News’ probably was | 
the most vitriolic. ‘News’ expressed | 
the hope that when the flying fam- | 


ily of WHutchinsons’ return there | 
wouldn’t be any cheers, parades or | 
receptions. | 

Pathe had the Hutchinson flight | 


exclusive for newsreels. 





of the 


ear, 
and tender.”—Ath 


“Another Language” 


with Glonn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 


Laura Straube, 
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ti Marx Brothers responded to the 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Scientists of the National Research Council of the Canadian Govern- 
ment have gone cinematic. The study of theatre film projection has 
been taken up as a major project for the next couple of months at the 
request of the Provincial Governments of Ontario and British Columbia 
which have submitted a number of questions regarding the necessity of 





No. 2 


» LM 
Vol. 108 3 Ben > 


~~ 15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’ ) 


‘Variety’ took nearly two pages to 


two operators in a theatre booth. 

The Canadian savants have an up-to-date theatre in the new research 
laboratory building in Ottawa which cost the country something like 
$2,000,000, and this theatre is to be used for experiments after the sound 
equipment is installed. The theatre, in the center of the new building, 
follows the amphitheatre style of architecture and it was originally in- 
tended for the screening of scientific films, but will now be employed for 
projection tests. It has seats for 600 people on tiers. 

The conclusions of the Federal scientists will govern the decision of 
the Provincial Governments in the adoption of new theatre regulations 











criticize the reviewers on N. Y. 
dailies. Maintained they were two 
flippant and printed extracts to 


show their wide diversity of opin- 
ions on any given show. 

New Winter Garden production 
being readied with 107 chorus girls. 








Comment was made that Tampa, 
Fla., was the only city of its size 
in the U. S. without vaudeville. Pop- 
ulation then 25,000. 

Lillian Tashman (she spelled it 
that way then), Gladys Loftus and 
Dorothy Leeds were taken to Bos- 
ton to start the ‘Follies’ on the road. 





Leona LaMar, mentalist, was 
about to complete her tour of the 
Orpheum circuit and start right 
over again, a total of 43 consecu- 
tive weeks on that circuit. 





Western cities were adopting or- 
dinances making more strict the 
federal laws against the use of the 
flag. To suppress vaude acts. 





New act bragged about its big 
salary. Other comics applied for 
raises and the new act lost its route 
as a lesson. 





draft call but all failed to pass. One 
had bad eyes, another flat feet while 
a third was getting over an opera- 
tion. Fourth just didn’t match up. 





Manager from Patchogue, L. I, 
passed up Jake Lubin's booking of- 
fice as his prices were too high. 
He had been getting acts for $3.50 
and board. 


Shortage of women ‘names’ for 
musical comedies and managers 
didn’t know what to do. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





Harry Montagu got a job at 
Parker's American theatre on 3rd 
Ave., New York. He had come on 
from the Coast where he had writ- 
ten and staged innumerable produc- 
tions for the Bella Union. Later he 
was Sam T. Jack’s right hand man. 
Had a trunkful of scripts. Some 
clever and all raw. 





Sam P. Cox, contracting agent for 
Bacheller & Dorris’ circus, was in 
a spot in Clarksville, Tex. He was 
assigned to a room in the hote! 
generally occupied by the city mar- 
shal, That night a group of Negroes 
fired into the room, supposing the 
marshal to be there. Cox was not 


hurt. 
Louise Montagu, Forepaugh’s 
$10,000 beauty, suing- him for 10 


grand. Claithed she didn’t get it 
though promised that sum for rid- 
ing in the street parades for 30 
weeks. Later went on the stage with 
fair success. 





U. S. Shows were sold under fore- 
closures in Louisville, Ky., for about 
$25,000. Bought in by the mort- 
gagee. 

Annie Hart, now with ‘Show Boat,’ 
was with a touring combination. 
John L. Sullivan was the big at- 
traction. 


The Frohman brothers so _ well 
pleased with the results of Cal- 
lender's minstrels they were organ- 
izing another troupe. 

Season not off to a good start and 
several troupes were in from the 
road by the middle of September. 


Commercial failures were hurting 
show business. 
‘Mankind,’ an important melo- 


drama, opened at Daly's but was a 
bit too strenous for that house. 
‘Clipper’ raved over the scenic ef- 
fects one of which was the Thames 
embankment with several real lamp 


or in revising the present statutes. The work has been undertaken as a 
result of complaints by exhibitors, particularly the independents, that a 
second man in the booth means nothing with regard to the safety factor 
and is only considerable added expense, at union wages. 


Jack Warner has gone in for politics on all four. Not missing a trick 
to become in the ranks of the Democratic national organization what 
Louis B. Mayer is to the Hoover administration. There is no train that 
comes in with a visiting Democrat not met by Warner and his staff 
including Norman Manning, his political contact manager. 

When Mayor Curley of Boston hit town Warner took him in tow and 
held fast during the entire visit. A luncheon was held at the Burbank 
studio with all stars, directors, writers and executives in attendance. 
Two hours was taken off from production as the mob listened to Curley 
lace it into Hoover, while Jimmy Greir’'s band supplied the music for 
the entrance and exit of Boston’s chief magistrate. Warner joined the 
party while it visited Radio studios, and Will Rogers later attended a 
political dinner given to Curley. 

Warner is also aiding Wm. G. McAdoo, candidate for the U. S. Senate 
and the Roosevelt leader here. To impress his efforts on Roosevelt, 
Warner will be in charge of the picture division welcoming group when 
the Democratic presidential candidate arrives on the Coast Sept. 24. 

It is understood that Warner's political activities to date stand him 
around $50,000. 


A summary judgment for $15,452.60 was directed by Justice Rosenman 
in favor of Jacques Kopfstein against Albert Herman and the Al Herman 
Productions, Let., on a 16-picture deal which Kopfstein allegedly pro- 
moted. He was to receive $1,000 per picture, and was paid for the first. 
He sued for the remaining 15. 

Promotion involved distribution of Herman's indie picts through 
Peerless Productions, Inc., which company is now in bankruptcy. Her- 
man allegedly made three pix although claiming that the last two of 
the trio were made under another company and another deal. 

Attorney Harold M. Goldblatt for Kopfstein believes that the U. S. 
district court will rule that the three negatives must revert to Herman, 
now that Peerless is in bankruptcy, whereupon the attorney will endeavor 
to collect his judgment by attaching the negs. 


Stagger plan has been put into force for the studio publicity depart- 
ment of Radio pictures. One group starts at 8:30 a. m. and finishes 
before 6 p. m., with lunch at noon. Second group starts at 10:30 a. m. 
and finishes after 8 p. m. with lunch at 1 p. m, 

Reason for the change is the heavy production schedule now in force 
at the Radio studios. The stagger plan is aimed to enable one shift at 
least to be on the Radio lot until all work is closed down at night. Also 
enables the department to make two air mail planes daily out of L. A. 
for N. Y., one of which closes at 5 p. m. and another at 9 p. m. 





Warner Brothers has been and still is amassing a rep on the Coast for 
consistently turning out features cheaper than any of the other impor- 
tant lots. It’s been going on for some time. ; 

An example is that of three recently made WB features, two of which 
are considered out there to have splendid boxoffice potentialities and 
not any of the trio running over $270,000 and two under $250,000. Cost 
sheets on this threesome are commensurate with ‘Life Begins’ reported 
to have been turned out for $146,000, purchase price of the play only 
being $6,000. 


Paramount feels that it has the picture reviewers’ picnic in New York 
so well identified with its own organization that no other picture com- 
pany can crash in, Parites are confident that managing editors won’t 
let their scriveners attend more than one Manhattan party yearly. The 
organization is taking its time about extending invitations for the ’33 
three-day picture and dining festival. Determination of sales and pro- 
duction policy will have to be set before the out of town writers will get 
Official invites. 





Despite the fact that there is no connection between the two actions 
the arbitration proceedings between Western Electric and Warner Bros. 
will probably not be resumed until after the trial of the suit being 
brought by WB, through the Stanley theatres, against WE on the terms 
of its reproduction license, Warners this week is making application 
for a date to be set for the trial in the Wilmington court. : 
Earliest that the arbitration end can be taken up, as expected in 
Warner quarters, will be around Oct. 1. 


Numerous independent exhibitors around New York are beginning to 
use in their trailer copy on coming pictures excerpts from reviews in 
New York dailies, printed when the films were getting first run on 
Broadway. 

While in the past an indie here and there has tried the idea, the prac- 
tice is spreading to the point where the trailer companies themselves 
may try the idea, Indies mention only the papers, not quoting the raames 
of the reviewers. 


Arthur Loew and Hal Roach will exchange private planes over the 
weekend. Loew flew west Thursday (15) in his own plane, and will 
remain in Hollywood about two weeks. During this time he will borrow 
Roach’s aerial barge, a larger amphibian, and let Roach use his (Loew's) 
smaller one. 

With the bigger Roach plane Loew will start about Oct. 1 on his 
globe-circling flight. Roach’s pilot, Capt. Dixon, will guide the plane. 
Roach was originally scheduled to accompany Loew on the trip but 
bowed out. 


Warren Doane and H. M. Walker, former executives at Hal Roach, 
are still drawing a percentage of the profits on pictures made during their 
last five years on this comedy lot. Execs, who left about the same time 
after each had served more than a dozen years, had clauses in their 
contracts dating from 1927 giving them 5% of profits on company’s 
shorts, 


Pair, now at Universal, will continue to collect as long as films made 








posts, lighted by gas. 





during that period are exhibited, 
RKO houses in Detroit are again accepting Canadian money at face 
value for admissions. Theatres lose six to seven cents on the dollar 


| owing to rate of exchange but the large number of Canadians who cross 
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Disappointment of Arthur Hammerstein over the New York press 


reception of ‘The Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ was double edged. 
Show was tried out early in the summer in Philadelphia, where it was 
acclaimed, and at the dress rehearsal here, there was a similar reaction. 

As a producer Hammerstein specializes on musicals. His interest in 
this drama came about during his illness last year. While in the 
hospital he acted as sort of a play reader for managerial friends and 
perused some 60 scripts. L. Lawrence Weber sent over the ‘Man Who 
Reclaimed His Head’ and Hammerstein agreed to take a 50% interest, 
explaining the current collaborative presentation. 

Play was written by Jean Bart whose only other Broadway work was 
‘The Squall.’ 





The adaptation of the star system of rating Broadway shows by Burns 
Mantle in the ‘News,’ indicates that the idea came from the publisher 
who probably figures the stunt a circulation builder. The tab is owned 
by Col. Medill McCormick, publisher of the Chicago ‘Tribune.’ 

Understood that picture producers protested the star system of rating 
films by Irene Thirer for the past several years, although making gen- 
erous ad use of the rating when their product was given the several stars 
that mean high merit. Instead of ruling out the system the publisher 
extended it to include legit shows. 


Feud between the Lyceum theatre, Rochester, N. Y., and Hearst's 
‘Journal-American’ resulted in no advertising in that sheet for ‘Another 
Language,’ initial legit show of the season. First time in years that a 
local newspaper has been entirely eliminated from the ad budget for a 
show. 

Battle started when Manager Hattie Lutt refused to give all releases 
to the Hearst sheet first. Operators of the Lyceum also took exception to 
what they interpreted as a nasty crack in Ralph Williams’ column in 
the ‘American.’ Later, friendly blurbs in the ‘Journal’ failed to placate. 
‘Journal-American’ has about half as much circulation as each of its 
opposition sheets. 


Dramatic desk situation on the N. Y. ‘Mirror’ (a. m. tab) i% a curious 
one. After A. J. Kobler, the publisher, took on Bernard Sobel, ex-Zieg- 
feld p.a., as first string critic, with Robert Coleman as dramatic editor 
and reviewer, Walter Winchell came back and superseded both. Winchell 
has been catching all the first nights with Sobel and Coleman, the other 
two by-liners, merely doing the follow-ups. 


Sobel’s leniency to almost everything has also been a matter of 
comment. 
Some title confusion exists on ‘Angel’ and ‘I Love an Angel,’ both 


Hungarian plays but separate properties. 

‘Angel’ is being prepared for Broadway production by Crosby Gaige, 
with Metro rumored financing the venture. Report may have started 
through the fact that Metro owns the picture rights to the other Hun- 
garian ‘Angel.’ 


The Joe Weber and Lew Fields ‘golden jubilee celebration’ which has 
been given considerable attention in the press, will be climaxed Sunday 
evening (25) when a dinner will be tendered the comedian stars at the 
Astor. The occasion marks the 50th year since Weber and Fields joined 
as a team. 

Their most recent performance together was 
‘Meyer and Mike’ for commercials. 


over the radio, doing 


Although there are American leads in ‘Clear All Wires,’ at the Times 
Square, New York, cast is predominantly Russian. Play’s set in Moscow. 

There are at least 16 of the players who were born in the land of the 
Soviet and their names on the program makes it a strange Broadway 
document. The dialects are strictly the McCoy. 





the border week-ends can make up for this difference by their attend- 
ance. Acceptance of Canadian money at face value is calculated to 
stimulate this. 


New York theatre men yesterday (Monday) were certain that revisions 
to the city’s building laws will not include the right to construct over the 
roof of any Manhattan theatre. Report of the Building Code Committee, 
including representatives of the picture industry, is expected to be filed 
within the next two weeks. 

Theatre men several months ago, when the study of revisions began, 
were hopeful that new theatres could carve into office buildings so that 
the maximum return for the real estate investment could be realized. 

Manhattan is the only city in the country which restricts theatres to 
an individual building with an unobstructed house roof. 


Hysian advice to realty promoters in Florida is—if they want the 
truth—that there isn’t a chance of the picture industry ever taking any 
other spot except the original Hollywood seriously, 

Haysites have been flooded with a new cycle of this Florida tempta- 
tion stuff, including about six new projects. The answer is: Why go 
to Florida or any other place when today not more than 10% of film 
work is out of doors. 


General manager of a major studio with a rep for being hard boiled 
softened up on hearing that a kid, working as a porter in a barber shop 
near his studio, was unable to pay the rent. Youngster is the sole 
support of his mother. 

Exec told the lad to drop over to his office and gave him a check for 
$25, amount of the house rent. 


Picture men not concerned in the production but who have seen the 
tests of Clara Bow for ‘Call.Her Savage’ are of the opinion that her 
screen comeback is assured, 

Boys say that the Bow is down to 119 pounds, looks swell, and has 
found out how to read lines. Their idea is that if the picture is any- 
where near okay, Clara will be it again. 


Hays’ office has halted the plans of a femme author who was seeking 
studio co-operation in getting screen celeb endorsements for her book 
on magnetic personality. 

Chief opposition to the intended selling arrangement was her offer. of 
a free voice and acting test for every purchaser of the book. 


Sid Skolsky’s cynical stance on Hollywood, as evidenced in his N. Y. 
‘Daily News’ Hollywood letters, probably makes the Coast defenders 
happy that the tab’s columnist and tintyper is back in N. Y, 

Skolsky went out originally to cover the Olympics and perhaps pick up 
a few tintypes on the studio celebs. 

Secretary and English coach of Anna Sten is Sophie Boyd, wife of 
Alexander Barlowski, former editor of the New York communist news- 
paper, ‘Novimir.’ . 

On previous occasions she held similar posts with Sergei M. Eisenstein 
and Boris Pilynak. 

RKO is after a uniform opening day for RKO houses weekly. RKO 
managers in the New York metropolitan district favor Saturday instead 
of Friday openings. Out-of-town, the majority of.managers favor Friday. 











Indications are that the Friday opening plan will win out. 
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LEGIT OUTLOOK PERKS UP 





Call Cantor for ‘Humpty, Dumpty’ 
As Holtz Trouble Stops Show 


v— 


| Penn. Bus-and-Van Tour 





Eddie Cantor may go into the 
lead role in Schwab & DeSylva's 
‘Humpty Dumpty,’ replacing Lou 
Holtz, Cantor, who is in Holly- 
wood, received a wired offer prior 
to the new musical’s closing Satur- 
day (17) after its break-in week in 
Pittsburgh. 

According 


A road company including Mary 
Nolan, Jack Squires and Fred 
Hildebrand is going out on Pennsy 
one- and two-niters booked by 
Willie Edelsten. Five weeks are all 
set and guaranteed, the players to 
travel by buses and the scenery in 


to S. & D.s present moving vans. 


For Mary Nolan Et Al, 


75.6. OF B'WAY 
HOUSES BOOKED 


Control of Competitive 
Booking May Bring Re- 
turns Above Pre-Depres- 
sion Year—N. Y. List 
Pared to 54—U. B. O. 
Working Better 


‘BRIGHT SPOTS ON ROAD 





plans, the musical will be placed in Edelsten is also sending out a 
rehearsal again in about two weeks, | eglored show headed by Stepin 
with the original cast, excepting | Fetchit to play the same Pennsy | 
Holtz, intact. The others, including | territory. 
the second lead, Ethel Merman, , 


have promised to stick for the re- 
vival. In the meanwhile they are 
permitted to play any. vaudeville or 
picture house date they can ob- 
tain. 

‘tiumpty Dumpty,’ 
jive up to advance reports, was the 
first production in whieh Larry 
Schwab and Buddy DeSylva were 
associated that failed to reach New 
York. Although ‘Humpty’s’ cast 
was heavy, the production invest- 
ment was reported to have been 
held down to $75,000. Additional 
money was tossed in for the jump 
to Pittsburgh for a break-in and 
the flop week there, besides two 
weeks’ salary for all the players. 
These incidentals would _ bring 
‘Humpty’s’ cost thus far to around 
$90,000, with the bill to mount 
higher if and when work starts on 
the revised version. 

Among other difficulties during 
the Pittsburgh week was the fact 
that the show wasn’t ready to open. 
The producers attempted to post- 
pone as late as the afternoon of the 
opening day, but the Nixon theatre 
management declined to call it off 
so late, due to an advance sale. 

Holtz had trouble with the pro- 
ducers all week over handling of 
his role. Schwab and DeSylva 
wanted the part played in dialect 
but Holtz, from reports, preferred 
to do it straight. Another source 
of friction was Ethel Merman’s 
billing complaint. 





‘PASSING SHOW’ GOING 
OUT AGAIN DOUBTFUL 


Cincinnati, Sept. 19. 

‘The Passing Show,’ curtain- 
raiser at the Shubert last week, 
drew a sorry $5,000, a record low 
for a musical in this town for many 
seasons. The revue had advances 
only for five days, the local booking 
being of an emergency nature. 

Cincy critics were kind in their 
notices. Admission scale was from 
50 cents to $3.30. 

That ‘Passing Show’ will “gain 
go out is reported as “‘oubtful. it 
folded here after one week and a 
previous stanza in Detroit. The 
producers attempted to whip it into 
shape, their efforts including the 
importation of Jack Osterman from 
New York, but the show wasn’t con- 
sidered ready for Broadway. It was 
a revival in several respects, the 
title coming from the Shubert shelf 
after a lengthy layoff and much of 
the material having been salvaged 
from ‘Hey, Nonny Nonny,’ a flop 
New York musical of last spring. 


White for Book Show, 


which failed to 





As a result of the Pittsburgh 
closing, two. more preparation After some indecision over his 
weeks, in Washington and New- | production activities, George White 


has decided to present ‘Melody’ the 
Sigmund Romberg-Otto Harbach 
operetta, shelving the proposed new 
‘Scandals’ until next spring. It 
will be White's first try at this type 
of musical. 

‘Melody’ may go into the Apollo 
which was slated to get ‘Humpty 
Dumpty,’ the Schwab-De Sylva 
musical which was brought in for 
revision and recasting. 


ark, which would have preceded the 
New York opening at the Apollo, 
had to be cancelled. 


Famine in DuBarrys 


Unable to secure an actress to 
Play the lead in ‘The Du Barry,’ 
the London musical hit which Mrs. 
Joe Leblang will present over here, 
production of the show has been 
set back. ‘Du Barry’ was slated 
for the Cohan for which another 
attraction will be sought. 

Morris Green, who will produce 
the operetta for Mrs. Leblang, will 
first put on ‘Tell Her The Truth,’ 
also an English import. That mu- 
sical is booked for the Cort. Lat- 
ter theatre and the Cohan are be-/ler play, ‘Great Magoo,’ in New 
ing operated by the Leblang estate. | York for Billy Rose. 

—_——— Lewis was to have cut in on the 


Reviving ‘Fatal Wedding’ a 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

P.L.T. Productions, Inc., organized | 
by Abe Pelton, will do a revival of 
‘Fatal Wedding’ at the Music Box 
here, opening Oct. 1. Old-time melo 


will be played straight for laughs. FINESTONE A CASUALTY 


: David Finestone, general manager 
|}for the Shuberts, is confined to his 
AN ERLANGER 0 0. 0. |home with an infection of both eyes. 
Chicago, Sept. 19. Although reported improving, he is 
Leonard Bergman | not expected in his office until next 
arrived here | week. 
Finestone is one of the few de- 
partment heads retained by the 
Shubert receivers over the summer. 


Albert Piece Halts 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Production of an operetta for Pin- 
cus & Gottlob at the Columbia, San 
Francisco, has been postponed by 
Lillian Albertson for a month, be- | 
cause of the approaching er: and | 
opera season here. 
Felt that both attractions would | 
appeal to same clientele, and that 
the operetta would not draw against | 
the more serious warbling. 


Al Lewis Drops ‘Magoo’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Al Lewis, installed as an asso- 
ciate producer last week at Para- 
mount, has dropped his intention of 
staging the Ben Hecht-Gene Fow- 








This is the play Rose will do first 
before mounting his revue. Latter 
was postponed because of dearth of 
star names. 





Sam Harris, 
and Marcus Heiman 
today (Mcnday). 

It’s the first local survey by the 
Erlanger half of the newly formed 
tInited Booking Office. 


Neil O’Brien’s Farewell 
Binghampton, N. Y., Sept. 19. 

Neil O’Brien will say good-bye to 
minstrelsy with an appearance ina 
versonally-directed amateur min- 
Strel show in Port Dickinson, his 
bitthplace, next month. 

Then, after 40 years of trouping, 
he will go into retirement to put 
the finishing touches on an autobio- 
*raphical volume 





‘Scandals’ Next Spring 


} hands or bank-controlled. 
| such as Jolson’s, Liberty and Bayes 
| (roof) not considered having much ! 


Fresh indications favorable to 
| legit this season are seen here and 
‘in out of town spots. Looks like 
worth while attractions will receive 
better road business than even the 
pre-depression seasons. There are 
encouraging signs on Broadway, too. 

While the season is slow in get- 
ting started, 75% of the main stem 
theatres have been allotted book- 
ings—mostly shows which are in 
the making or due for try-out soon. 

The total number of theatres on 
Broadway, available or acceptable 
for legit has been pared down to 54. 
At least 38 are to get new produc- 
tions or will retain current attrac- 
tions, mostly of recent arrival. The 
|earlier prediction that there will be 
a generous number of dark houses 
during the season still holds, but 
others are expected to flourish. 

Broadway's bookings up to this 
week are: 


Guild: ‘The Good Earth.’ 

Alvin: ‘Music in the Air’ 
tive). 

Apollo: ‘Melody’ (‘Humpty Dump- 
ty’ withdrawn temporarily). 

Avon: ‘Nona.’ 

Barrymore: ‘Here 
rent). 
| Beck: Abbey Players followed by 
| ‘Chrysalis.’ 

Belasco: ‘Criminal at Large.’ 

Bijou: ‘Best Years’ (current). 

Booth: ‘Another Language’ (cur- 
rent). 

Broadhurst: ‘Man Who Reclaimed 
His Head’ (current). 

Broadway ‘Vanities.’ 

Forty-sixth St.: ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
(moves from Music Box). 

Casino: ‘Show Boat’ (current). 

Cohan: ‘The Du Barry.’ 

Cort: ‘Tell Her The Truth.’ 

Elliott: ‘Success Story.’ 

Empire: ‘Dangerous Corner.’ 

St. James: ‘Dark Hours’; 
musical also slated. 

Forty-Fourth St.: 
1932’ (current). 

Forrest: ‘Ol’ Man Satan.’ 

Fulton: ‘Singapore.’ 

Royale: ‘When Ladies Meet.’ 

Hudson: ‘The Budget’ (current). 

Imperial: ‘Flying Colors’ (cur- 
;} rent). 
Longacre: 
Manhattan: 


(tenta- 





Today’ (cur- 


new 


‘Ballyhoo of 


‘Manhattan Medley.’ 
‘Black Water.’ 

Masque: ‘Triplets’ (current). 

Miller: ‘Firebird.’ 

Music Box: ‘Dinner At Eight.’ 

Morosco: ‘Lilly Turner’ (current). 


New Amsterdam: San Caro 
opera, 

Playhouse: ‘Mademoiselle.’ 

Plymouth: ‘Rendevouz’ (Counsel- 


lor at Law’ (current). 
Selwyn: ‘Forward March.’ 
Shubert: ‘Americana’ (Smiling 
Faces’ (current). 


Times Square: ‘Clear All Wires’ 


| (current). 





Vanderbilt: ‘Bidding High.’ 

Waldorf: ‘That’s Gratitude’ (cur- 
rent). 

Still to be supplied with shows 
are: Ziegfeld, Golden, Ritz, New 
| Yorker, National, Mansfield, Ma- 
|jestic, Lyceum, Harris, Glove, 
|Gaiety, 48th Street, 49th Street, 
Craig, Biltmore, Ambassador. Sev- 


|}eral houses on the dark list have 
| been virtually closed for 
|} seasons and others are in receivers’ 
Theatres 


chance for bookings. 
Good Road Spots 


Last week looked important in 


;several keys for legits starting the 


season and it proved that the bet- 


several | 


|} box holder 





In Fight Over 





~ 
‘Leblang-McBride Buy | 


Alliance at an End 


duul ticket buying arrange- 
into last season be- 
tween McBride's agency and Postal- 
Leblang is off. Both agencies are 
making individual deals for the new 
shows. Whatever advantage there 
was in the combination buying ap- 
pears to have been over-emphasized. 

When the combo was first an- 
nounced, other brokers let out a 
squawk, fearing they might be shut 
out from a share of the best loca- 
tions. It was quickly discovered 
however, that the plan was not 
monopolistic. Understand there was 
disagreement between McBride’s 
and Leblang’s office over the amount 
of tickets to be bought for various 
attractions, with the result that 
both agencies elected to use their 
own judgment. 


OPERA TAX EXEMPTED, 
MET REDUCES SCALE 


Under a ruling from the Internal 
Revenue Department tickets for the 
Metropolitan Opera performances 
are exempt from admissions tax. It 
is the second recent change, super- 
seding the official regulations, first 
having ruled out tax on tickets used 
by critics and other newspaper peo- 
ple reporting shows and events. 

The regulations state that where 


The 
ment entered 





son, tax is to be paid as though 
single tickets were issued for each 
performance during the season. On 
that basis it was figured put thata 
at the Met would pay 
$600 yearly admissions tax. 

The exemption covers all classes 
of tickeis for regular operatic per- 
formance; at the Met, on the ground 
that they are educational and be- 
cause no profit is distributed to 
stockholders. Same concerns sym- 
phony erchestra concerts, latter, 
however, being set forth in the reg- 
ulations as non-taxable tickets. 
Other events than opera at the Met 
are not included in the new ruling. 

Top priced opera tickets will be 
reduced by 10% of the announced 
scheduled, $10 being the box office 
charge instead of $11 for grand tier 
box seats. Orchestra was priced at 


the charge to $6.50. 


Helen Flint Broke 


Helen Flint, actress, of 160 Cen- 
tral Park South, has filed a volun- 
tary petition in bankruptcy, listing 
the liabilities at $3,227 and no as- 
sets. 

Liabilities for the most 
tradesmen’s bills. 


Coast ‘Show Boat’? 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 





part are 





obtain coast rights to ‘Show Boat.’ 

They want to do it following ‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. 


subscribers lease boxes for the sea-— 


$8.25, buc the new scheduled drops | 


Curran and Belasco are trying to} 


Healy Attacks Shubert Contract 


Walkout on ‘Show 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 
pressure was applied locally 
to force Ted Healy to 
the Shuberts and in lieu 
|}theeof to keep him from working 
|for anybody else. Shuberts failed 
|first to halt Healy’s week at the 
| RKO Palace and second to prevent 
his opening for a 12-day engage- 
ment at the Dells, road house. 
Healy walked out on ‘The Pass- 
ing Show’ of which he was supposed 
to be a 28% partner. Healy didn’t 
like the financial setup of the pro- 
duction claiming it was too vague 
and ambiguous and that it made 
him a patsy. As a partner he was 
entitled to know and to have suome- 
thing to say about the money deals. 
Shuberts didn’t care to be explicit 
with him he said, Healy saw no 
reason in particular for J. J. Shu- 
bert drawing $500 a week salary 
from a production in whose net 
profits Healy held an interest. 
Healy not only accepted the 
Palace and Dells dates but booked 
three weeks with Loew's opening 
Sept. 30, at Rochester. Shuberts at- 
torneys argued before Judge David 
in Superior Court that ‘The Passing 
Show’ had been built around Healy 
and that he should be restrained 
from working for anybody else. 
Healy had to post $25,000 bond to 
fulfill the Dells engagement. 
One- Sided 

Attorney Ben Ehrlich represent- 
ing Healy pointed out that Healy 
could earn upwards to $4,000 weekly 
in vaudeville and that it was unfair 
to ask him to work on the Shuberts 
unsatisfactory terms which merely 
provided $500 drawing account 
against a percentage, a deal over 
whose beokkeeping Healy had no 
control. Ehrlich claims the Shubert 
contract is inequitable in several 
clauses notably that there was no 
opening date specified and the Shu- 
berts could call upon Healy to act, 
but Healy could not call upon the 
Shuberts to produce. 

Benedict Ginsberg, Healy's New 
York attorney, is in Chicago to tes- 


Lega. 
last week 








tify in the subsequent hearings 
which have been scheduled for this 
week before Master in Chancery 


Harry Smitz. 


College Co-Eds Stage 
Dept. Store Playlet 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 

Loop department store presented 
|a playlet as means of staging a 
| fashion show of campus and coune 
try club clothes in a new way. 

University of Minnesota co-eds 
were the performers and the play- 
let was directed by A. Dale Riley, 
| director of dramatics at the Uni- 


| : Aes ae 
|; versity. Admission free. 














Job Is to the Swift 


Poughkeepsie, Sept. 19. 

An actress was the cause of the 
first night court ever held in this 
city. Special session was called to 
enable Katherine O’Bryne, St. Louis, 
l to continue on her way to Albany, 
where she hoped to secure a part in 
a play. 

Miss O’Bryne, arrested for speed- 
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| United 


| stands, 
ling more 
leireuit ha 
jter shows will do well on the road. | 


Chicago company of ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ was acclaimed in 
and drew excellent business, 
was not expected. 

In 3oston ‘Laugh Parade’ and 
‘Green Pastures’ continue to flour- 
ish. ‘Another Language’ regarded as 
doing well in Chicago; where it is 
indicated the Loop will perk up| 
from now on, In Philadelphia | 
‘Nona’ although panned drew sat- | 
isfactory business in the face of an 


infantile paralysis epidemic which | 
has the schools closed, with offi- | 
cials warning the public away from | 


public gatherings. 
Road business is figured to 
up under the program of the'! 
Booking Office which will 
to one attraction in the week 
U.B.O. now reported work- 
smoothly, the 
ving its 


stand 


hold 
new le,it 
Teast Hetween Frees 


and the holidays i 


Cleveland | 
which | 


ing, alibied she feared the role she 
| was after might be taken if she did 
‘not hurry. About midnight Judge 
opened court, suspended 
| sentence, and girl went on her way. 


| Harcourt 


DARK THEATRE BURNS 
Waltham, Mass., Sept. 19. 

Fire of mysterious origin swept 
through the Waldorf theatre block, 
causing damage of $15,000. A fire- 
bug is suspected. 

The blaze started in a closet of 
the theatre, which has been closed 
for two years. 





Burr Trying Again 


Courtney Burr who figured anonye- 


mously in the promotion and fi- 


The New Yorkers’ 


new musical in 


nancing of has 
inother 


tion, 


preparae 


Phe forme i ue 1as 


presented by E. Ray Goetz 


minally 








Mra, “hee 
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Flanders’ Musical Again 
In Work; ‘Bride’ Into 
Rehearsal at L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Edward Royce and Joseph Fin- 
ger, the latter operating the Cali- 
fornia (foreign pictures), have 
added Samuel Gelberg, downtown 
merchant, to the production firm 
that is reviving ‘Rose of Flanders,’ 
which goes into the Mayan, Sept. 
23, for its world premiere. Rehear- 
sals of the operetta, originally 
staged by Royce for the Los An- 
geles Theatre and Music Guild, and 
scheduled to open at the Mason 
three months ago, have started, 
with Royce again directing. 

An augmented orchestra will be 
directed by John Britz, with a cast 
of 65, including Russell Scott, Had- 
ley Hall, Marianne Mabee, Helene 
Helne, Arthur Clayton, May Beatty, 
Naomi Myric, Earl Couvert, and 
male and female ensembles. 

Cast and musicians are in on a 
co-operative deal, with the chorus 
on regular salary. Inability to raise 
a bond to protect the interests of 
the chorus halted the original pro- 
duction, and finally brought the 
severance of relations with the 
Guild, and the ousting of its pres- 
ident, J. F. McClellan. 

Rehearsals start Monday (19) at 
the Belasco for ‘The Bride the Sun 
Shines On.’ This follows ‘Cat and 
the Fiddle’ at the Curran, ‘Frisco, 
when the musical moves here to the 
Belasco. Cast of ‘Bride’ includes 
Laura Hope Crews, Kenneth Mc- 
Kenna and Irene Purcell, all from 
pictures. Gordon Davis will stage. 
Wm, Gill agency provided the play- 
ers. 


Stock ‘Widow’ on Tour; 
Road ‘Electra’ Folding 


Cleveland, Sept. 19. 


Bob McLaughlin’s Cleveland-re- 
vived ‘Merry Widow,’ with Donald 
Brian in lead role he created 20 
years ago, is opening a 10-week tour 
in Detroit Sept. Following definite 
bookings are Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, 
and Chicago. 

With exceptions of Roy Cropper 
and Ruth Altman, who are being 
held here, McLaughlin's stock com- 
pany cast travels. It includes Nat 
Burns, Detmar Poppen, Fred Reto, 
Audrey Bowman, Virginia O’Brien, 
Howard Quigley and chorus of 60. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ also 
stocked by local Ohio’s producer and 
sent on road, opened in Detroit last 
week, but is slated to close Friday 
there account of poor biz. 

‘Pinafore,’ with Fay Templeton in 
her famous role, is McLaughlin's 
latest attempt in reviving musicals 
in stock, and clicking with them. 
After it he will do ‘Mikado,’ with 
Fay Templeton. 

New angle in selling tickets is 
also being promoted by producer in 
novel tie-up with a close-by tony 
restaurant. Cafe owner throws in 
a $1.50 ticket to Ohio’s stock shows 
with each $2 dinner, while Mc- 
Laughlin catches ’em by putting on 
each ticket a courtesy tax large 
enough to make it profitable. 

Stock getting more breaks 
through temporary closing of rival 
Hanna, the town’s only road legit 
spot, which hasn’t any definite 
bookings up to Oct. 10 date for Wal- 
ter Hampden’s ‘Cyrano.’ Hanna 
started season with ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
which, with $3.30 top, drew S.R.O. 
crowds and nearly $30,000 for week. 














Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Rendevouz’ Arthur Hop- 
kins), Gaiety. 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (John 


Golden), Royale. 
‘Mademoiselle’ (W. A. Brady), 
Playhouse. 
‘Criminal at Large’ (Wil- 
liam Harris, Jr.), Belasco. 
‘Black Sheep’ (Elmer Rice), 
Plymouth, 
‘Real Folks’ 
Amsterdam. 
‘Forward March’ (Brown and 
Henderson), Selwyn. 
‘Music in the Air’ (Peggy 
Fears), Casino. F 
4) Loved You Wednesday 
(Crosby Gaige). Lyric. 
‘Bidding High’ (‘He Takes 
Possession’) (Jos. De Milt). 
Vanderbilt. 
‘The Other One’ (Henry My- 
ers), St. James. 
‘Singapore’ (John H. Mears), 
Fulton. 








(NBC), New 


‘The Absent Father’ (Ken- 
salt), 49th Street. 

‘Cain’s Sister’ (Elizabeth 
Miele), Ritz. 

‘Incubator’ (Edison and Bur- 
ton), Booth. 


‘Success Story’ (Group The- 
atre), Elliott. 

‘The Good Earth,’ ‘Manhattan 
Medley,’ finished rehearsing 
and open out of town this week. 











UP-TO-DATE BOOKS FOR 
OLD STANDARD PIECES 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
A revival of the three light op- 
eras, ‘The Merry Widow,’ ‘Madame 
Pompadour’ and ‘Nightbirds,’ in 
modernized book and settings, will 
be staged by Karl Hajos and Her- 
bert L. Heidecker, with a San Fran- 
cisco bankroll, 
Casting is now underway on 
‘Pompadour, which is scheduled to 
open at the Columbia, Frisco, Oct. 
30, with Ruth Gillette in the lead. 
George Manker Watters is doing 
the modern book of the musical, 
which will play at $2 top. Following 
the ’Frisco run, the piece will play 
the Biltmore here. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Geoffrey Wardwell, Richie King, 
Kathlyn Comegys, Marcella Swan- 
son, Elizabeth Robinson, ‘Finale.’ 
Suzanne Caubaye, Betty Lindley, 
Louis Tanne, ‘Singapore.’ 
Humphrey Bogart, Henry O'Neill, 
‘I Love You Wednesday.’ 

Fourd Musketeers, George Tapps, 
Allan Mann, ‘Americanna.’ 








Lester Crawford, John Hale, 
‘Vanities.’ 

George Baxter, George Nash, 
Florence Vroom, Fuller Mellish, 


Lida McMillan, 
‘The Other One.’ 
Mildred McLeod, Nedda Harring- 
ton, Mary Edna Hall, King Calder 
and Carleton Macy, ‘Jimmy Takes 
Possession. 

Jack Pearl, Lyda Roberti, Aarons 
& Freedly’s untitled musical. 
Marguerite Earle, Vida McLain, 
Mabel Barry, Ruth Fischer, Inga 
Anderson, Noni Dale, Josephine 
Roberts, ‘Wild Violets’ (London). 
Chas. Eaton, Claire Devine, Alfred 
Webster, ‘Incubator.’ 

Dorothy Waller, ‘Gay Divorcee.’ 
Ann Lee Penman, ‘Absent Father.’ 
William Frawley in ‘Music in the 
Air.’ 

Anna Appel, Yiddish Art Theatre. 
William Harrigan, Alexandra Car- 
lyle, Emlyn Williams, ‘Case of the 
Frightened Lady.’ 

William Challee, Group theatre. 
Mimi Jellerman, Tashamira, 


Walter F. Scott, 





Oakland Stocks Tried 
As Gamble Show Profit 


Oakland, Cal., Sept. 19. 
Dramatic stock seems to have en- 
trenched iself in Oakland again with 
two projects—the Fulton and the 
Moulin Rouge—originally opened on 
a gamble developing into money- 
makers. 
Vhe Fulton is doing stock at 30c 
for matinees Sunday, Wednesday 
.and Saturday and 49c. for nights. 
The Moulin Rouge, with Hugh 
Metcalf as director, is using Gold- 
tree hills. ‘The Married Virgin,’ 
which started the run, lasted six 
profitable weeks. 


CAST CHANGES 


Gertrude Short replaced Alberta 
Vaughan in coast produced com- 
pany of ‘Intermission,’ now in re- 
hearsal in Los Angeles. Glenn Tryon 
in place of Jack Trent. Jean Lacy 
and Elmer Jackson added. 

Joan Butler for Raymond Wal- 
burn, ‘Bridal Wise,’ latter going to 
‘The Budget,’ 


Jimmy and Nora Bell, Carolyn 
Nolte, Aber Twins, Raymond Faird, 
‘Forward March.’ 

Marie Shotwell, Edda Von Beau- 
low, Frank Collins, Vincent Yorke, 
Edward Broadley, Larry Ellinger, 
Henry Howard, George Offerman, 
James Dunmore, ‘Incubator.’ 

Kendall Capps, ‘Passing Show of 
1932.’ 

Wally Hall, Maryon Dale, Diane 
Andrew, Gustavo Carrasco, Bill 
Sunderman, Charley Kenny, Vir- 
ginia McNaughton, Leo Hennig, 
Lita Lope, Lucien LaRiviere, Jo- 
seph Pope, Marion Young, Roy 
Benson, Shahni, Lani and Allen, 
‘Belmont Varieties.’ 

Robert C. Fisher, 
‘Pure in Heart.’ 

Lou Tellegen, ‘The Great Lover.’ 

Geo. Macready, Percival Vivien, 
Burford Hampden, Beverly Roberts, 


Eva Condon, 


Harry Standing, Allan Wallace, 
Donald Wilson, Lohn Lynds, John 
sryan, Welsh Homer, Perry Kind, 


Peter Donald, Jr., Glen Hunter, Lee 
Patrick, ‘Passionate Piigrim,’ 
Evan Farrell, ‘The Stork Is Dead.’ 


Sam Wren, ‘The Bride the Sun 
Shine On’ (Coast). 

Conway Tearle, ‘Dinner at Eight.’ 

Margaret Dumont, Stanley Ridges, 
William Frawley, Hobart Cava- 


naugh, ‘Tell Her the Truth.’ 
Barry McCollum, Colin Hunter, 
Singapore,’ 





U. §. Interest Revives 
In Canada on Better 


Money Exchange Rate 


Toronto, Sept. 19. 

American producers will once 
again invade the Canadian field this 
season, Last season the 20-25% 
discount om Canadian funds left 
too great a margin of risk, theatre 
revenue being what it was. Within 
the week, Canadian exchange has 


improved 5 points, the discount on 
the dollar being 10%. Close on the 
heels of this development American 
producers talk of bringing in attrac- 
tions. 

Philip Merivale and Guy Stand- 
ing will be here in ‘Cynara’; Waiter 
Hampden in ‘Cyrano.’ Other offer- 





ings are the ‘Show Boat’ revival, 
O'Neill's ‘Electra’; a Ruth Draper 
program; ‘Cat and the Fiddle’; ‘Of 


Thee I Sing’ and the San Carlo 
Opera Company. 

George Keppie is understood to 
have secured the Canadian rights 
of recent Broadway successes. He 
will open at the Empire here, prob- 
ably the first part of October, with 
Jack Norwood, Herbert Rawlinson, 
Frances Dade and Deirdre Doyle as 
the nucleus of the company. Miss 
Dade, prior to her film work, played 
stock at this house for two seasons. 
Cameron Matthews opens at the 
Victoria here on Sept. 19 with 
‘Good Fairy,’ Jennifer Dante doing 
the Helen Hayes role. ‘Strange In- 
terlude,’ second time here, and 
‘Enchanted April’ will follow. Cast 
also has Allan Conway of British 
films, Edward Rigby, Isabel Baring 
and Claire Maynard. 


English Troupes, Too 


Colbourne and Jones, who grossed 
over $60,000 in four weeks in On- 
tario and Montreal last season, will 
do nine weeks here, opening in 
Montreal on Oct. 17 and in Toronto 
Oct. 24, with Shaw’s ‘Too True to 
Be Good.’ 


Aldwych Theatre Players will also 
be over with ‘Rookery Nook’ and 
‘Plunder’ for a trans-Canada tour, 
starting the end of September. 
‘Thark’ will probably be given on 
the return jump. Sir Harry Lau- 
der will come to ‘Toronto next 
month and go right through Can- 
ada to the coast, where he will en- 
ter the United States and remain 
south of the boundary line for his 
eastward tour. ‘Cinderella’ will also 
be produced in Toronto with Brit- 
ish principals and a Canadian 
chorus and line-up, opening in To- 
ronto during Christmas week, jump- 
ing to Montreal and then across 
Canada to the Pacfic. ‘Dumbbells 
Revue’ will do 19 weeks on the road. 


It is very pleasant to be able to 
state that the trans-Canada facili- 
ties are being enhanced to a greater 
degree thig season than for many 
years past. Independent theatres of 
Canadian ownership are now avail- 
able in Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton, 
Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Regina and 
Calgary, to say nothing of Medi- 
cine Hat, Lethbridge and Prince 
Albert, and the open theatres in 
Vancouver and Victoria. A health- 
ier situation has also arisen through 
the grouping of these houses into a 
workable circuit by Ernest Rawley, 
who controls the bookings from 
Toronto, 


Stage of the Embassy, Ottawa, 
destroyed by fire, it is understood 
will be rebuilt, so that Ottawa 
will then be in a position to take 
the larger musicals which now visit 
only Toronto and Montreal. 





Ed Vail Set to Go 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 

After scouting around for two 
months, Ed Vail has finally ob- 
tained backing for a stock company 
at the Pitt and will open a season 
of repertory Oct. 3. 
Vail, who formerly directed the 
George Sharp stock troupe here and 
later one of his own in Toledo, is 
now in the east recruiting his 
company. 





Detroit Stock Complete 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 

The company of the Penman 
Players has been assembled by 
Charles Penman and is rehearsing 
here, 

Playing stock the company reads, 
Wm. Post, Doris Dalton, Carl FPen- 
ton Reid, Edith Gresham, Wm. D. 
Howard, Gwen Delaney, Ken Dun- 
can and Donaldo Currie, 





Legst Star Rating 


Burns Mantle, New York 
‘News’ dramatic critic, is the 
first of his field to borrow the 
film reviewing system of rat- 
ing by stars. 

The stars are run in a box 
alongside the review and af- 
ford a quick opinion for those 
who don’t care to read the 
notice, 











McLaughlin Ally Bids 
For Minneapolis Spot 
As Bainbridge Rival 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 

Arthur Faust, former heavy with 
the Bainbridge dramatic stock and 
radio performer, is negotiating for 
the Century theatre, Publix de luxe 
loop house which has been dark the 
past two seasons. Faust claims to 
have the financial backing of a local 
business men’s group for a dra- 
matic stock company to be operated 
with guest stars in conjunction 
with the Robert McLaughlin chain 
and in opposition to the Bainbridge 
company at the Shubert. During 
the past two seasons the city has 
not even supported one stock com- 
pany adequately. 

Due to the illness of ‘Buzz’ Bain- 
bridge, the Shubert’s opening has 
been postponed one week to Sept. 
25. This will be ‘Bainbridge’s twen- 
tieth season here. 

‘Cynara,’ announced as the open- 
ing road attraction at the Metro- 
politan for Sept. 26, has cancelled. 
No other offering is in early pros- 
pect. The Gayety, stock burlesque, 
opened last week. It is being ope- 
rated by employes on a cooperative 
basis. 


MUSIC UNION CONCEDES 
POINT TO FORD’S, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 
Settlement of tne new contracts 
between the Musical Union and the 
legit Ford’s involving a minimum 
of men in the pit came closer last 
week when the union reduced its 
first demand by two men, 
That chop brought the original 
demand for a nine-man minimum in 
the legit pit down to seven, This 
stands against the house’s state- 
ment that it can’t rate more than 
four. 
It appears likely that the seven- 
man rule will prevail. Rate also 
set will be time and a half if the 
number of weeks in the season at 
Ford's is less than 25; straight time 
if more than 25 weeks’ work. 
At the other legitey, the Mary- 
land, no deal has been arranged, the 
house at present running without 
any music in the pit. Which, ac- 
cording to Henry Meyers, Musical 
Union president, will mean that if 
and when the house does request 
musickers, the scale will be about 
$92.50 per man. larger than the rate 
for continuously employed musi- 
cians. 











‘Carry Nation’ Ist 
For Balto. Stock 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 

First play for the Theatre Unit, 
Inc., stock run at the Maryland on 
Oct. 10 will be ‘Carry A Nation.’ 
Will be presented with the associa- 
tion of Arthur J. Beckhard of ‘An- 
other Language,’ who appears to 
have identified himself in with this 
organization, using it as a field lab- 
oratory. 

Show is by Frank MacGrath and 
is headed by Blanche Yurka. Rest 
of the stock cast will be Esther 
Dale, John Parrish, Leslie Adams, 
Daisy Belnore, Myron McCormick, 
Frieda Altman, Joy Higgins, Helen 
Huberth, Charles E. Arnt, Jt. 





Stock for Zanesville 


Zanesville, O., Sept. 19. 

The Weller, one of the best known 
legit houses in southeastern Ohio, 
will house Edith Ambler Players, 
opening here Sept. 19. The house 
has been dark account of labor 
treuble. It will be the first attempt 
at legitimate in several years. 

The Ambler company comes to 
Zanesville from Dover, O., where 
the troupe played 18 weeks under 
canvas. Owing to the Sunday stage 
ban here the Ambler Players will 
move each Sunday to the Hippo- 
drome theatre in Marietta for that 


Can’t Gamble on Profits 
And Then Collect, Rules 
Calif. Labor Commission 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18 

Legit actors, writers and theatre 
attaches who gamble with the mane 
agement by taking percentages are 
not considered employees by the 
state labor commission, according 
to a new ruling made by Charles 
Lowy, attorney for the commission, 
in dismissing wage olaims against 
Arthur Fisher and Paul Trebitsch, 
producer of ‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ 
at the Music Box. 
Claim, made by principals, writers 
and dance directors, were for 2% 
of the gross each, but Lowy says 
that the commission will not con« 
sider these fractions as wages due 
and collectible. 
Those bringing claims included 
Bernie Grossman, Dave Silverstein 
and Eddie Ward, who wrote the 
tunes and were to get 2%; Bunny 
Weldon and Eddie Prinz, dance di- 
rectors, and Doris MacHahon, star, 
each to get 1%. 
Claims of eight wardrobe women 
are to be paid by Fisher, who has 
sold the costumes and will use the 
proceeds for that purpose, 


Future Plays 


‘The Dark Hour,’ a play on the 
life of Christ by Heywood Broun, 
is being 
Vroom, wi0 hopes to make produce 
tion in November. 

‘Jimmy Takes Possession,’ by Lois 
Howell, will be brought into the 
Vanderbilt early in Nov. by Joseph 
Milt. 

‘Wait For Me,’ by Robert Reud, 
will be among the season's offer- 
ings if plans carry through. A ro- 
mantic drama in three acts, which 
it is hoped to sell for Garbo’s use 
following stage production, which 
will indicate its tenor. 

‘Men Must Fight’ now being 
casted by Jos. P. Bickerton. Pro- 
duction date and place uncertain. 
‘The Other One,’ by Henry Myers, 
rehearsing for Thomas Kilpatrick. 
Helen Ford featured, cast including 
George Baxter, George Nash, Fuller 
Mellish, Florence Vroom, Lida Mc- 
Millan, Frank Andrews. Harold 
Winston staging. Opens in Weste 
port, Conn., Sept. 26 for a week, 
Broadway date probably Oct. 10. 
‘The Great Lover,’ which has not 
been seen in New York since 1915, 
will be revived by Jules L. Leven- 
thal. No house decided on, but may 
follow Leventhal’s ‘That's Gratitude’ 
into the Waldorf. 

‘Women Live too Long,’ by Vina 
Delmar, to be presented by Robert 
V. Newman, who is also slated to 
do ‘Storm Song’ by Sidney Buchman 
(announced last season) and ‘The 
World Does Move,’ by Carrington 
A. Phelps. 

‘Intermission,’ by Irving Kaye 
Davis, opens Sept. 23 at the Lobero, 
Santa Barbara, and at the Colum- 
bia, San Francisco, Sept. 26, for two 
weeks, produced by Harold Berg 
and Jo Arnold. Cast headed by 
Madge Bellamy and Glen Tryon, in- 
cludes Gertrude Short, Judith Vo- 
selli, Donald Keith, Selmer Jackson, 
Jane Reid, Gaylord Pendleton, Jean 
Lacy, Jean Temple, Glen Bowles, 
Frank Thornton, Edward August, 
Randolph Barker, Harry Jordan, Pat 
Sewell and William Morris. 
‘Keeping Expenses Down,’ comedy 
by Montague Glass and Dan Jar- 
rett will be produced by Dimitri 
Tiomkin. In rehearsal. 

‘Tourists Accommodated,’ which 
was tried out last summer at White 
Plains, will be done by Clovelly, 
Cracraft & Berkeley. It’s a comedy 
by Charles Divine originally called 
‘Home Is Best.’ 

‘Stop That Clock,’ revue, will be 
brought into the St. James theatre 
by Courtney Burr. 

‘Rendezvous,’ previously known as 
‘Master Melody,’ will be Arthur 
Hopkins’ first production. Tries out 
in New Haven and Hartford a week 
before coming into the Plymouth 
Oct. 12. 

‘Storm Song’ will be Robert N:w- 
man’s first this season. It’s a drama 
by Sidney Buchman which was 
written for the late Jeanne Eagles. 
Others contemplated are ‘Women 
Live Too Long,’ ‘A Chance at 
Heaven,’ both by Vina Delmar; ‘The 
World Does Move,’ comedy-drama 
by Carrington A. Phelps, and a 
comedy by an unnamed author. 
‘The Clock Struck One,’ which 
was tried in Stamford, Conn., will be 
recast and brought to town by the 
United Productions, Inc., formed by 
Gertrude Sharkey and Louis Lo- 
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Plays on Broadway 





CLEAR ALL WIRES 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
‘Times Square Sept. 14 by Herman Shumlin; 







written by Bell and Samuel Spewack; 
Thomas Mitchell featured; staged by the 
ducer. 
an oes ceseoeoen Ludmilla Toreizka 
Chambermaid....++- eeeebe aes Anna Ouzoroff 
POTET. ... ese ceeeeeeenees Alexander Lapteff 
Pettingwaite..«««. eeeeeeessCharles Romano 
Renke....-«-+ eccececece eeeeses Egon Brecher 
Mackenzie. ..«ees« cevees--Philip Tonge 
Kate Nelson....-. .+..-Dorothy Tree 
Menzies. ....-ss+«+ ..John Hoysradt 
Kostya....----eceee evcccccceecoes Ari Kutai 
‘Lefty’ Williams....sccseeesess Harry Tyler 
Peasant....eee+s eecccceccese Peter Lopoukin 
Soldier....+ PPYETTTILT TTL Aaron Pett 
Sozanoff.....seseees ...John Melvin Bleifer 
New Woman.......-+++-+++- Alla Cutlerova 
Buckley Joyce Thomas....Thomas Mitchell 
Eugenie Smirnova...... Pauline Achmatova 
Prince Tomofsky.......«++- ..Eugene Sigaloff 
Dolly Winslow.......+++- Dorothy Mathews 
Professor Sverdin............+- John Hamsa 
CommMissar....sscceees «....George Ermoloff 
Graustein..... eecesecees Alexander Danaroff 
Volonok..cccccesccereceesd Alexander Lapteff 
Cogan.....« aecccccesecece Alexander Markoc 
Rubinstein. ..ecccccccceeees Jacques Neradoc 
MOUND, adowencceesescercsconced Jina Dolgova 
Chairman....ccccsess: Nicholas Busanovsky 
Comductrese.. ec. cceccceeces Tamara Kirillin 
Conductor. ......++.eeee.++--Serge Antonoff 





A newspaper play set in Moscow 
amid correspondents of the Ameri- 
can press, ‘Clear All Wires’ has most 
unusual atmosphere. It is rather a 
fable, quite laughable at times, but 
slows up and, instead of a clear 
click, rang down a moderately di- 
verting show. Has been clipped 
since opening. 

Had the pace and the comedy of 


the first act been approximated for 
the balance of the performance, 
Herman Shumlin might have regis- 
tered something akin to his maiden 
effort, ‘Grand Hotel.’ Unlike the 
latter, the new show is not many- 
ecened, It has one set, but was just 
as long. Seemed unnecessary for an 
insistent early start and four-min- 
ute intermissions. 


Shumlin was adept, however, in 
the casting. Most of the characters 
are Moscovite, and real Russians 
were chosen with excellent results. 
In manner and dialect the modern 
Russian was authentically simu- 
lated. Samuel and Bella Spewack 
should know their stuff, having rep- 
resented the former New York 
‘Morning World’ in Moscow, among 
other foreign capitals. 


The authors treated the subject in 
the vein of farce comedy, which is 
probably the only effective way it 
could be done for the American 
stage. The central character might 
be a composite as a source—Floyd 
Gibbons, Walter Duranty and even 
back to Richard Harding Davis. 
The Buckley Joyce Thomas of the 
play is the swashbuckling type of 
newspaperman. He ts the Paris 
man and head of the foreign service 
for the Chicago ‘Press.’ Transferred 
to Moscow, his assistant, Lefty 
Williams, a sort of reformed tough 
guy, kicks Pittingwaite, represent- 
ing the ‘Times,’ out of the best suite 
in the Savoy, hires his Russian aide 
Kostya in advance, and Thomas 
blusters onto the scene like a con- 
quering hero. 

Thomas makes a tactical error, 
that of annexing his boss’ ‘Follies’ 
girl friend, sent to Paris by ‘J. H.’ 
to study. Dolly Winslow is the dizzy 
dame, whom Thomas brings along, 
and it isn’t long before the pub- 
lisher is wised up. Tipped that he 
has been fired, Thomas frames a 
sensational stunt by planning to 
have an impecunious prince shot 
and cabling a yarn that the last of 
the Romanoffs is dying. But the 
Russian Commissar of Foreign Af- 
fairs unexpectedly visits the corre- 
spondent with his retinue. The 
shooting comes off, Thomas jump- 
ing into the line of fire that might 
have bumped off the Russian offi- 
cial. He becomes a national figure, 
being deluged with gifts from the 
peasants. But clever investigation 
Giscloses Thomas’ trick, and he is 
On the verge of being incarcerated. 
A twist lets him off, but he gets the 
bad news that his resignation, made 
&s a bluff, has been accepted. 
Finale has him dashing for China, 
On an assignment ‘from Hearst,’ ac- 
companied by Kate Wilson, a clever 
hewspaper girl whom he had over- 

oked, 


Thomas Mitchell as Buckley Joyce 
Thomas gives a superlative per- 
formance as the dynamic reporter 
Who will do almost anything to 
Create news and score a beat. From 
his first entrance he is on the stage 
throughout with few exceptions. 
One of the longest parts and one of 
the most exacting in years, Mitchell 
Will probably train down plenty be- 
fore the engagement is over. 

Aside from the prince’s wife and 
generally ample Russian women, the 
two feminine leads are well handled 
by Dorothy Tree as Kate, and Dor- 
Othy Matthews as Dolly. Interest 
in the Russian players is concen- 
trated in Ari Kutai, as the Mosco- 
Vite assistant to Thomas, Eugene 
Sigaloff as the prince, Alexander 
Danarofft as head of the secret ser- 
vice, and Peter Lopoukin as a burly 
peasant. Harry Tyler as Lefty Wil- 
liams, and John Melvin Bleifer as a 
raging communist stood out, while 





Egon Brecher made the German cor- 
respondent authentic. 

For those who know something of 
the Continent, and especially Mos- 
cow, ‘Clear All Wires’ especially ap- 
peals. It might have been better 
but has enough to stick. Ibee. 


——. 


FLYING COLORS 


Revue presented at the Fmperial Sept. 
15 by Max Gordon; words and music by 
Howard Dietz and Arthur Schwartz; book 
staged by Dietz; dances staged by Alber- 
tina Rasch. 

Clifton Webb, Charlee Butterworth, 
Tamara Geve and Patsy Kelly featured. 
Cast: Philiy Loeb, Buddy and Vilma Eb- 
sen, Imogene Coca, Jean Sargent, Alber- 
tina Vitak, Helen Carrington, June Blos- 
som, Nonette Moore, Larry Adler, George 
Kirk, Jay Wilson. 

Looks like ‘Flying Colors’ is in. 

Warmly greeted after three trying 
weeks in Philly, the new revue ran 
to much better form than earlier in- 
dicated, If the last act played as 
good as the first business chances 
would be even rosier. It’s a cinch 
until something comes in against it, 
at which time there may be some 
worry. 

Max Gordon is the presenter, but 
he fell ill out of town and Howard 
Dietz took over the burden of whip- 
ping the show into shape. Dietz 
was not only the principal author 
but is in plenty on the managerial 
or backing end. Sam H. Harris 
batted for Gordon in an advisory 
way and has a hunk of the show. 
So have the Shuberts and Dave 
Loew. George S. Kaufman, who col- 
laborated with Dietz on the book of 
‘The Band Wagon’ also sat in sev- 

(Continued on page 46) 








FOR LAS SOLO 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

Only legit in town, ‘As Husbands 
Go,’ got out of the red, but was no 
rave, at $5,500 for the week. With 
Pauline Frederick starred, it’s get- 
ting a play from the older crowd, 
mats being near sell-outs down- 
stairs. 

Nothing set to open locally for the 
next three weeks, with ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle’ the next possibility, but no 
date so far. 


‘Language, $10,000 
In Gloomy Loop as 
Legit Marks Time 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Chicago will finish September 
with three shows. Three others are 
reasonably certain for October, viz, 
‘Whistling in the Dark,’ ‘Reunion in 
Vienna,’ and the perpetual ‘Cyrano 
de Bergerac,’ with Walter Hampden. 

It now appears that the Apollo 
will stay dark until November and 
neither the Harris, Grand, nor 
Adelphi, the three houses now open, 
has anything in prospect to follow 
present attractiens. All in all 1932- 
33 starts off like the season of the 
Great Emptiness. 

‘failure of the Selwyn, an ace 
house of the town and belonging to 
the U. B. O., to have even a hope 
is as valid a commentary upon the 
legit situation as could be made. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language’ (Harris) (CD- 
1,100; $2.75) (24 week). Got excel- 
lent notices as anticipated, but first 
week shy of $10,000. Using some 24- 
sheets and extra space in dailies in 
hope of clicking. Chicago company 
headed by Tom Powers and Patri- 
cia Collinge generally held as equal 
to original. 

‘Cynara’ (Grand) (CD-$1,365; 
$2.75) (3d, final week). Must have 
splashed into the red locally. Has 
pegged $7,000 or less as season’s first 
invader of a deserted outpost. Goes 
to Kansas City, St. Louis and De- 
troit. Minneapolis cancelled. ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ with Oscar Shaw, 
Harriet Lake, Donald Meek, and Ce- 
cil Lean opens tonight (Monday). 

‘World Between,’ Adelphi (CcD- 

2.75). Opened Saturday (17) with 








DeWolf Hopper and Sally Blane 
heading cast. Locally written by 
Fritz Blocki, drama critic, and 1lo- 
cally produced by Ben Bernie and 


R. G. Lydy, parking station owner 


Anita Louise in ‘Marquise’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Anita Louise, Radio contractee, 
makes her stage debut in ‘The Mar- 
quise,’ with Billie: Burke, at the El 
Capitan. 

Alan Mobray, William Stack, Mor- 
gan Farley, Herbert Bunston, Cyril 
Delavanti and Virginia Howard are 
others in the cast. David Burton 





| directing. 
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Default of “Tondeleyo’ 
Ends Equity Law Suit 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 
After battling Equity for six years 
Sdith Ransome failed to appear in 
court this, and Judge Deasy tossed 


| out her suit. 





Stage player sued Equity, Theo- 
dore Hale, its local rep, and Richard 
Tucker for $150,000, charging a con- 
spiracy to keep her out of work 
She was eased out of the Wilkes 
theatre here in 1925 when doing 
Tondeleyo in ‘White Cargo,’ and has 
been playing the lawsuit circuit 
ever since. 

Her attorney said Miss Ransome 
was stranded in Seattle, but Hale 
alleges she had so many lawsuits on 
file in the Northwest she hadn't time 
to attend this’n. 


WYNN SELLOUT, 
‘PASTURES UP 
IN BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 19. 


The legit theatres here, decreased 
in number since the Tremont turned 
to pictures and the Lyric lapsed into 
what appears to be perpetual dark- 
ness, are doing excellently. 

‘Green Pastures,’ which hopes to 
run ten weeks at the Colonial, 
jumped $4,000 last Week to $22,000 
and is still going strong, while Ed 
Wynn’s ‘Laugh Parade’ did near ca- 
pacity biz with $27,000. Wynn 
moves out Oct. 1. Newcomers this 
week are the Lunts in ‘Rennion in 
Vienna,’ at Plymouth, which reports 
a sell-out for the first night, and 
‘The Squealer,’ Edgar Wallace mys- 
tery, put on by the Copley Repertory 
Company, strengthened this season 
by return of E, E. Clive. 


Fiddle’ Holds $15,000 
In Frisco; Three More 
Producers Set to Go 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 

Local legit field is snapping back 
to lige with Belasco & Cur-"a, 
Henry Duffy and Erlanger set for 
shows. 

B & C planning an early October 
opening for ‘Bride the Sun Shines 
On’ at the Curran, following ‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ which bows out end of 
this month after nine big weeks. 
Past stanza, seventh, continued to 
hold up to $15,000, which is big 
money after such an extended stay. 
Irene Purcell, Kenneth McKenna 
and Laura Hope Crews are set for 
‘Bride.’ 

Duffy will return to the Alcazar 
Sept. 29 opening with Pauline Fred- 
erick in ‘As Husbands Go,’ bring- 
ing piece in from El Capitan, Holly- 
wood. Following will be Billie 
Burke in ‘The Marquise’ with Joe 
E. Brown in ‘Louder, Please’ set to 
follow still later. 

Erlanger’s Columbia _ re - lights 
Sept. 26 with ‘Intermission,’ first 
play house has had in _ several 
months. Madge Bellamy and Glen 
Tryon are cast. . 

Belasco & Curran’s Geary with- 
out an attraction. 


‘HUMPTY'S’ $12,000 WOE 
SOURS PITTSB’G START 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 

Legit season opened inauspicious- 
ly here, with first show of the year, 
‘Humpty Dumpty,’ getting a terrible 
$12,000 at the Nixon at $4.40 top. 
First night almost a sell-out, with 
gate showing around $4,000, but fell 
off to nothing after that, only mats 
making a fairly presentable show- 
ing. 

Looks like Nixon will be the only 
legit site operating this season, 
with bookings shaping up none too 
well. House dark again and will 
remain that way until week of Oct. 
10 when ‘Pure in Heart’ opens as 
first play of American Society sub- 
scription series. 

Alvin, town’s remaining legit 
house, which reverted back to War- 
ners last spring as result of Shubert 
receivership, unlikely to reopen. 


DAUBER DABBLES 
Springfield, Mass., Sept. 19. 
Maurice Tuttle, scenic artist, will 

open a stock company soon in the 
Masonic Temple theatre, seating 
1,044. He plans a 40 weeks’ season. 
Tuttle formerly was artist for the 
Poli stock at the Court Square. 


























Bway List Swells to 17; Agency, 


Cutrate Buying 


And ‘Wires 


Spurts; ‘Colors 
Look in the Money 





The list of shows in rehearsal in- 
cludes the initial productions this 
season of half a dozen well-known 
managers, who are aiming at Broad- 
way approximately at Election time. 
Most showmen of the elder group 
had held off and that they have 
gone into action is indicative of re- 
turning confidence. 

The ticket brokers see favorable 
signs, too. Awaiting smash attrac- 
tions, there has been no heavy vol- 
ume of business, but the temper of 
the ticket-buying public suggests a 
definite forward trend. The major- 
ity of patrons are asking for top- 
price tickets rather than seeking 
less desirable locations at interme- 
diate prices. There has been an up- 
ward turn in cut rates as well, and 
recently, with but five shows at bar- 
gain rates, more business was done 
than with 14 shows the same week 
last year. 

With two shows dropping out and 


ULRIC GARNERS 
$9,000 IN PHILLY 


~ 








Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 

Three legit houses are now open 
in Philly, and indications are that 
this will be the average number 
doing business this season, although 
a couple more are figured for part- 
time bookings. 

Latest to join the ranks of the re- 
lighted is the Chestnut Street Opera 
House, home of the newly formed 
American Theatre Society. First 
offering is ‘The Good Earth,’ which 
has a phenomenal advance and 
should be a smash for two weeks, 
no matter what the notices are. 
Reputation of the book will do that. 

The Forrest has ‘Americana,’ which 
opened Saturday night after four 
postponement. Likely that this re- 
vue will hold over for next week in 
view of late start. House has no 
other booking until Eva Le Galli- 
enne on Oct. 10. 

‘Nona,’ at the Garrick, last week’s 
only legit, got notices ranging from 
fair to very bad, but Lenore Ulric 
draw is helping, especially at mati- 
nees and upstairs. First week be- 
tween $8,000 and $9,000. One more 
week, and then house gets Rajah 
Raboid, East Indian mystic for a 
week prior to opening of new Kern- 
Hammerstein musical show, ‘Music 
in the Air.’ 

The Broad opens on Oct. 3 with 
‘Absent ‘ather,’ another’ tryout. 
House being booked indie by Samuel 
F. Nirdlinger, who also has Garrick. 
The Shubert is still reported as 
opening soon, but no official word 
has been heard. 

On Oct. 3 the Chestnut gets’ Ma- 
demoiselle,’ new Brady piece, with 
Grace George and Alice Brady, with 
‘Autumn Crocus’ announced as the 
third American Theatre Society 
offering on Oct. 17. 


‘BUDGET’ WEAK OPENER 
IN BALTO. AT $2,800 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 

Present legit got away last week, 
with the new play, ‘Budget,’ in at 
the Maryland, one of the town’s two 
indie booked theatres. Show was 
panned by all concerned and grosses 
dropped away. 

While business was poor, the 
booking of the show into the Mary- 
land figures as a wise move for the 
house as re-establishing the spot ag 
a standard legit house. The Mary- 
land and the Auditorium have just 
come out of receivership, and Len 
McLaughlin is bustling to steady 
the theatres. 

It means a hearty competish be- 
tween these houses and the Ford's, 
the UBO spot. And already it ap- 
pears that there are more than 
enough pieces going on the road, 
both to and from New York, to keep 
all three spots almost continuously 
lighted throughout the season. 

Maryland is set for six weeks of 
stock with the Theatre Unit, Inc., 
opening on Oct. 10, and it’s more 
than likely that the run will be ex- 
tended, since this same group came 
in last year for only two weeks and 
stuck for 18. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Budget,’ Maryland (C-1,900- 
$1.50). New play on the depresh 
couldn’t get anywhere even at the 
low top, decamping with less than 
$2,800. 

‘Lilion and ‘Camille,’ Ford’s. This 
is Eva Le Gallienne’s Civic Reper- 
tory company, opening tonight (19) 
for a one-week stay, 








four oening this week, there will be 
17 attractions by Friday night. A 
brace of premieres last week figure 
to land in the money, though neither 
was rated outstanding at the open- 
ing. ‘Flying Colors,’ at the Imperial, 
drew favorable notices and has a 
good chance. ‘Clear All Wires,’ at 
the Times Square, drew some differ- 
ence of opinion, but should also 
make the grade. ‘Counsellor at Law’ 
opened a repeat date at the Plym- 
outh, bettering $11,000, which was 
regarded satisfactory but nothing 
like the original pace. 


‘Ballyhoo’ bettered its first pace 
and got $21,500, which is profitable; 
‘The Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head,’ liked by subsequent audi- 
ences, has not recovered from the 
first-night sock, and got about $5,- 
000; ‘Best Years’ does not appear to 
have much chance at the Bijou; 
‘Here Today,’ moderate at $7,000 but 
a slight profit. 

Best reports to date from out of 
town on the new shows pertained to 
‘Lilly Turner,’ which opened at the 
Morosco last night,’ and ‘Vanities,’ 
which comes to the Broadway next 
week. ‘Americana’ is another mu- 
sical liked (opened in Phila. Satur- 
day). 

Due also next Week are ‘Success 
Story,’ Elliot; ‘Manhattan Medley,’ 
Longacre; ‘Ol’ Man Satan’ (again 
postponed), Forrest, and ‘Bidding 
High,’ Vanderbilt. Added to this 
week’s openings is ‘The Stork Is 
Dead,’ 48th Street, Friday (23). 
‘Bridal Wise’ stopped at the Cort 
last Saturday, and this is the final 
week of ‘The Cat and the Fiddle.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (22d 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Holds to prof- 
itable trade; last week about $10,- 
500, which compared favorably with 
previous (holiday) week. 


‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (3d 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). New revue 
picked up and developing agency 
eall; first full week gross to $21,500, 

‘Best Years,’ Bijou (3d week) 
(CD-615-$3.30). Little trade so far; 
first full week estimated around $3,- 
000; must improve to stay. 


‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort. Closed last 
Saturday after playing 16 weeks un- 
der co-operative plan; house slated 
for ‘Tell Her the Truth’ (musical), 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (50th 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Final week; 
run leader accomplished virtual 
year; goes to road; last week over 
ens house probably dark for 
time. 


‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(2a week) (C-1,057-$3). Opened 
middle of last week with reviews 
divided but some distinctly favor- 
able; business went well over four 
figures, 


‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (24 week) 
(R-1,446-$4.40). Revue opened late 
last week with generally favorable 
notices; virtual capacity Saturday 
night. 

‘Here Today,’ Barrymore (3d 
week) (C-1,115-$3.30). Moderate 
engagement indicated; somewhat 
under first week, but made money 
at $7,000 last week. 

‘Lilly Turner,’ Morosco (ist week) 
(C-893-$3.30). Presented by George 
Abbott and Philip Dunning; writ- 
ten by same; well regarded at try- 
out; opened Monday. 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ 
Broadhurst (3d@ week) (D-1,118- 
$3.30). This week will tell if en- 
gagement will continue; little trade 
last week; estimated around $5,000. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (39th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Again drew 
fine business with $27,000 gross last 
week; moves to 46th Street soon at 
$4.40 top. 

‘Smiling Faces,’ Shubert (4th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Doubtful of 
sticking; low gross musical around 
$10,000; limited agency buy; some 
improvement claimed last week. 

‘The Budget,’ Hudson (ist week) 
(CD-1,094-$3.30). Presented by 
Hugh Ford and Harry Askin; writ- 
ten by Robert Middlemass; opens 
tonight. 

‘The Stork Is Dead,’ 48th Street 
(F'-969-$3.30). Presented by A. H. 
Woods; adapted by the Hattons 
from Austrian original; added 
starter opens Friday. 

‘Triplets,’ Masque (1st week) (F- 
700-$3.30). Presented independently 


Wednesday (21). 
Other Attractions 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Plymouth; 
last season smash back for repeat, 
bettered $11,000 first week. 
‘Show Boat,’ Casino (19th week); 


revival drew around $23,000 and 
still indefinite. 

‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival. 

‘Belmont Varieties,’ Belmont: 
vaudeville revue opens Thursday 
22). 


SUL 


‘Only the Young,’ ton Show 





Shop (little); opens Wednesday (21). 


by Mark Linder, its author; opens 
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Coward's Revue Words and Music’ 


Promises Hit at London Adelphi -. 


London, Sept. 19. 
Noel Coward has done it again 
His newest show, ‘Words and 
Musik a revue written and inne | 
by himself, with all the music com- 
posed by himself, was rapturously | 
greeted by the press, some of which 
called it the greatest revue ever 
written. Audience reaction also was 
cordial and it looks as though the 
show is in 


the 
Cochran and 
no actors be- 


Piece, which is at 
was produced by C. B. 


has no stellar names, 


ing featured either. Best known 
actor in the show is Romney Brent, 
imported from America, who made 


a nice impression. Also there are 
at least two hit performances by 
hitherto unknown players. Dances 
by Buddy Bradley, although Coward 
spent a few of his spare moments 
staging a couple of these also. 

Revolving stage is used for severa’ 
of the stage effects. 


PICCADILLY TAKEN FOR 
NON-STOP. VAUD-REVUE 


London, Sept. 9. 
Lucien Sammet, originator of 
continuous variety and revue in 


England, has just leased the Pic- 
cadilly theatre. Sammet has formed 
a company with a capital of $100,- 
000, and his policy will be to stage 
musical and legit shows there twice 
nightly, with an all West End cast. 
Shows will be changed every fort- 


night, and prices will range from 
15 to 75 cents, same as at most 
suburban picture houses. Sam- 


met’s idea is to get the suburban 
trade. 

The Piccadilly has been a white 
elephant for several years, and al- 
though it cost around $1,000,000 to 
build, is now for sale by order of 
the court for $560,000. Should a 
purchaser come along at that fig- 
ure Sammet is given preference. 

Sammet’s condition of lease is the 
most reasonable ever given to any- 
one. He has to pay 15% of the 
gross takings. 

House will open around middle of 
next month, and the company will 
be known as Piccadilly Theatre 
Productions (1932), Ltd. 


Guinan on Wing? 
Paris, Sept. 10. 
Though nothing definite has been 
arranged, it is understood Tex Gui- 
nan is to take a company of 30 of 
her girls on a European tour, for 
which arrangements are under way. 


Johnny Stein is currently in Paris 
On the project. 
All concerned are very reticent 


about it in an attempt to avoid the 
mistakes made on Guinan’'s previous 
attempt to play France—which 
failed. Harry Pilcer, who promoted 
the idea with Eddie Edelstein, is 
keeping silent, but it is understood 
that should Tex Guinan be allowed 


| bevctceinin 
Paris, Sept. 10. 

New Folies Bergere rehearsals 
| may be delayed because of Odette 
'Florelle, the star, being in a hos- 
pital following a motor’ crash. 


| 


| 


Adelphi, | considered in danger. 





to play France it would probab'y re- 
sult in a hookup. 


Jam Over Money Ban 


Sept. 8. 
tive's Brothers, 


Budapest, 
One of the four 
acrobats, with 3eketow Circus 
throughout the summer, got into 
trouble with frontier authorities on 
leaving the country by auto. 
Acrobat had 69 British pounds in 
his pocket for which he had no ex- 
portation permit. Rivels speaks 
English only, so could not explain 
his ignorance of local rulings when 
accused of smuggling foreign cur- 
rency out of the country. After he 
was kept in custody 24 hours, acro- 
bat was free after paving a 
nominal fine. 


set 


“I’m Telling You”’ 


(Continued from page 39) 
said he couldn't fix it. The owner 
went mad and yelled, ‘What? You 
work in the factory and can’t fix 
one of your own cars” 
sheepishly answered, ‘I'm a 
keeper there. 

This is going to be a short col- 
umn because I'm all in from my 
long run. By the way, do any of| 
you guys know of anybody who 


wants to buy some make-up slightly 


Your 
YOU RE 


loving son, 
ADING? 


used ? 
ARE 
Jackie. 
(Late of ‘The Passing Show’—but 
not late enough), 
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| REVUE DELAYED 


| Injury to Star Impedes Folies Ber- 
gere—Derval to Copyright Revue 


Though painfully hurt actress is not 


Georgie Graves, American, is also 
in the revue which this year will 
be entirely copyrighted by Paul 





REIGN $s 


HOW NEWS 


Cc able Address: 


VARI NEWS, PARIS, 


“VARIETY’S” PARIS REPRESENTATIVE, 55 Rue Nolle@ 


Marcadet 72-91 


—-——== 





Mistinguett Seeking 


| 
Paris, Sept. 10. 
| A third revue house may open in 
ay if Mistinguett gets her way. 
is currently 
le aie but has scouts prospecting | 
|for a suitable stand for her to put 
lon revues. She has parted 
Dufrenne & Varna, who run 
|; Casino de Paris. 
Other revue 


the | 


house in Paris is| 
Folies Bergere. Mistinguett’s ad- 
visors, especially Earl Leslie and 
Harry Pilcer, have sold her the 
American talent idea, and she will 
probably book plenty of it to sup- 
port her if she can get another 
chance to star in Paris, where, de- 
spite her 64 years, Parisians’ loyalty 
to their old stars makes her still a 
possibility. 

She is already signing American 
jazz musicians. 





Derval, no matter how many pro- 
ducers contribute ideas. Previously | 
the Folies Bergere shows were | 
copyrighted by Louis Lemarchand, 
former producing head of the con- 


cern, 
(Continued from page 39) 

ing enough to drive any janitor 

crazy. 


Harold Smith still has to be care- 
ful of his arm. 

Jeanne Helbling in her new eight- 
cylinder model. 

Clara Kretzinger 
Montparnasse. 

Charles Heustis comparing Paris 
to Quaker City. 

The Kastners 
Maurice Barber. 

Louise Brann to Germany to visit 
her sister Esther. 

‘Scarface’ plugging Mayor 
mak’s speeches. 

Jack Hobby now with 
Co., instead of Chase. 

Jack Forrester spending 
time with Braunberger. 

Saint Granier busy 
sketch for the Empire. 

Capt. Billy Waters, a director in 
the Benwood company. 

The Marcel Achards for a long 
rest in Saint Raphael. 

Irene Bordini’s car drawing at- 
tention front of Fouquets. 

Sam Lanham and Edwin Lanham 
mistaken one for the other. 

Reuben Mamoulian trying to use 
the Claridge for a hideaway. 

Max Laemmle inducing big French 
stage names to do dubbing. 

Harry Lachmann taking his Rolls 
Royce to London before sailing. 

Georgie Graves to do new dance 
in the next Folies Bergere revue. 

Pierre and Mrs. Loving helping to 
get out ‘This Quarter’ magazine. 

Valery Boothby getting a big 
apartment in Paris for the winter. 

Charles White, 93, oldest Ameri- 
can resident of Monte Carlo, died 
there. 

Kathleen Key prospecting in Mon- 
tana, which is the name of a Left 
Bank hoteL 

‘Cadum Soap’ Michaelis giving up 
his apartment previous to returning 
to America, 

Mrs. Eddie Kline buying an um- 
brella in Paris while her husband 
sells an animal picture. 

French music experts kicking at 
‘Carmen’ opera being shown in Lon- 
don on the sereen as ‘Gypsy Blood.’ 


z Loop 


painting in 


getting news of 
Cer- 
Heintz & 
much 


preparing a 





Mrs. George Engels a visitor. 
Marty Bloom in town with Green 
and White. 


Asking Alimony, Comic’s 
Wife Charges He Wastes 
His $3.75 Day on Girl 


Mexico City, Sept. 14. 
Mexican stage salaries is 
in a complaint charging 
filed against Jose Pastor 
Bonoris, comedian of the revue 
company playing the Teatro Iris 
here, filed by his wife, Engracia, 
chorister in the same unit. 

She avers Jose gets the equiv- 
alent of $3.75, jess 10% for actors’ 
union assessments, a day for three 
shows. Complainant observes that 
it only costs actor about $1.60 a day 
to live. 

She wants the authorities to force 
him to give her some of his earn- 
ings, instead of spending what's 
left after his personal expenses are 
taken care of, on a_ sweetie, a 
chorine in another show. 


Publix Ad Reels 


Idea of 
conveyed 
desertion 





(Continued from page 12) 


survey, that TSC’s Screen Broad- 
casts are the most attractive ad- 
vertising films of their kind avail- 
able from the standpoint of the 
audience and the theatre, and they 
also offer Publix the greatest possi- 
bilities of revenue. Accordingly, 
Publix has made this new contract 
with TSC and has determined to do 
everything reasonably possible to 
aid TSC to sell its service and get 
maximum revenue for the the- 
atres.’ 

Ad shorts will average 50 feet in 
length, with up to six of these on 
as many advertisers comprising a 
unit, or about 350 feet in all. 

Exact amount of revenue accru- 
ing to each theatre playing the films 
will be credited to that theatre as 
part of its income and will be shown 
on the house’s weekly report as an 
income credit. 


Hays Loophole 

While there is a loophole in the 
Hays ban on screen advertising 
which allows a company to accept 
paid space on the screens of its own 
theatres, distributors are already 
balking at the decision of Para- 
mount- Publix. The subject will 
probably be debated at the next 
session of the Hays organization 
which is set for Sept. 29. 

Distribs point out that although 
a company does confine such ad- 
vertising to its own houses they 
are directly affected in the long run. 
Should the advertising cause a de- 
cline at the Publix box offices, dis- 
tribs who have made booking deals 





Ben Ehrlichs moving to Kenil- 
worth, nifty suburb. 

Nan Dorland stopped the clock 
and the clerks at CBS. 

Archie Herzoff has a_ pedigreed 
pipe that an admiral once smoked. 

Harlan Ware of the Sherman 
hotel emblazoned in current ‘Col- 
lier’s.’ 

Gardner Wilson has rented an 
office, but purposely will have no 


telephone. 

Lloyd Lewis, Mare Connelly and 
their wives motored to Chicago from 
New York. 

LeRoy Alexander minus the Mel- 
rose Park theatre until litigation in- 
volving former lessee is settled. 

Fred Gardner, New York ‘Evening 


Post,’ while in town contracted to 
supply the ‘Trib’ with Wall Street 
lowdown. 

Al Williamson and Tom Fizdale 


of NBC were pinch-hitting as an- 
nouncers for the amateur talent at 
the Palace last week. 


with Publix claim their percentages 
will be 
other words that they will 
realize as much revenue as before. 

The Hays ruling, it is now ex- 
plained, was made with the objec- 
tive of protecting theatres from 
product containing advertising mat- 
ter. There was no stipulation, it is 
declared, that a producer could not 
adopt advertising for his own 


is one admittedly not approved by 














But the man| the music 
book- lfrom the cell: ir 


Harris theatre has 12 new down 


the majority of the Hays group. 





front seats where the orchestra nit | 


used to be Now nobody can hear 
Which trickles out faintly 


under the apren. 


PATRICOLA-PALLADIUM 


Tom Patricola plans 
Kurope in two or three weeks on a 
| Palladium, London, engagement 
which is being negotiated. 

He will probably return to the 
Coast from [urope to make a series 
of shorts He was formerly with 
Educational 


sailing fi 





‘TEETH’ ACT PLUNGE 


Budapest, Sept. 8. 
Washington Duo, acrobats, 


dent on one of the last nights of 
the show. 

The man of the team, hanging 
from rope and holding a trapeze 
between his teeth on which his wife 
performed her feats, had three teeth 
broken, and dropped the trapeze. 

Wife sustained grave injuries, and 
is in the hospitaL 





Te Doom epee ee 


Paris Revue Theatre | 


touring central | 


with | 


affected accordingly; in | 
not | 


screens, however, although this step | 


with | 
seketow circus, had a grave acci- | 


London, Sept. 10. 
Moss Empires is having trouble 
among its directors at every board 
lmeeting over its weekly colossal. 
| The situation at present is that 
the directors do not know what to 
ido with the circuit. They have 
tried musical shows, both once and 
twice nightly, pictures and vy. de- 
ville, and so far the only consist- 
ency has been its losses. Shares 
that once stood at over $10 are now 
being quoted at around $1.60. 
William Evans, Lord Beaver- 
brook’s nominee, and himself a big 
stockholder, has been the dominant 
figure at most of the board meetings 
recently. It looks as:if he has been 
sitting on the fence, letting all the 





other directors go ahead, knowing 
full well the longer they stay the 
more precarious the position will 


become. He has now told the di- 
rectorate that he is in a position to 
get new capital providing four of 
the present directors, who are most 
important, resign. 

There is sure to be plenty of fire- 
works at the next few Moss Empires 
meetings, and there are bound to be 
several important changes which 
will stagger the entertainment in- 
dustry. 


Leaver’s Doubleheader 


Phillip Leaver is a clever young 
actor and apparently a good busi- 
ness man. He has had two plays 
from his pen produced in the West 
End within a few days of each 
other. The first was ‘Tomorrow 
Will Be Friday,’ at the Haymarket, 
and now ‘The Way to the Stars,’ 
presented at Wyndham’s Sept. 6. 
Like his first authorship efforts, the 
second is nearly a good piece—but 
not quite. 


Two Archies 

Archibald Nettlefold, millionaire, 
whose lease of the Comedy theatre 
has 17 more years to run, hus defi- 
nitely decided not to finance any 
more productions. Recently he pro- 
duced ‘Paris in London’ at this 
theatre and it was sluggged by the 
critics, which Archie thought un- 
deserved. 

Another Archie, de Bear by sur- 
name, who recently produced ‘Savoy 
Follies, and probably wishes he 
hadn’t, has been signed by British 
International to direct the filming of 
a revue by Paul England and Claude 
Hulbert. 





Two-for-One Clicks 
Cyril Lawrence, manager for Lew 
Leslie in the days of the London 


Pavilion ‘Blackbirds,’ has just hit 
on the old American idea, two 
tickets for the price of one. His 


touring revue, ‘Beautes des Paris,’ 
currently at the Hippodrome, Alder- 
shot, is turning away hundreds 
nightly. Show due to open around 
the London suburbs, and big busi- 
ness is expected. 


‘Beauty’ as Operetta 
W. Jacobs’ novel, ‘Beauty and 
ar Barge,’ has just been made into 
a comic opera, with lyrics and 
music by Gordon Sherry, an Eng- 
lishman. Sidney Bloch has acquired 
the world rights. 


Unknown’s Promotion 
A relatively unknown man lined 
up 552 artists, mostly old members 
of the Carl Ross Opera Co., and 
formed a company calling itself the 
London Opera Co. He is Charles 
Brill. After rehearsing the com- 
pany for five weeks several mem- 
bers became dissatisfied. 
Neville Ravel, the musical di- 
rector, has now issued a_ writ 
against Brill, who may be sued by 
the London County Council for pro- 
moting an unregistered company. 





Tearle’s New Play 

Godfrey Tearle, just back from 
South Africa, submitted to an 
operation on his throat. He will 
appear in the new Walter Hackett 
play at the Whitehall theatre called 
‘Road House,’ in company with 
Marion Lorne, Gordon Harker, etc. 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| ‘Hotel’ Advance Big 
The demand for seats by the gen- 
leral public for opening of Metro's 
‘Grand Hotel’ at the Palace Sept. 
291 has been so large that Sam Eck- 
man, Jr., Metro’s London head, has 
decided to trade and press-show the 
picture at midnight of the same day 
| 
| 
| 
| 


at Metro’s own picture house, the 
Empire. 
5% for Drury Lane 
For year ending June 390, Drury 


Lane made a profit of about $150,000 
}and a dividend of 5% has been rec- 
;} ommended. 


Sullivan Jam Ironed Out 
Henry ‘Hank’ Sullivan, composer, 
| was ordered to leave England Sept. 
2. by the Home Office, but order 
was rescinded, as it was proven 
Sullivan is engaged in writing the 
musical score for the Gloria Swan- 
|son picture, being produced here. 

The whole Sullivan case, seem- 
ingly, is a misunderstanding. He 
came over here to write the music 
for Murray Anderson's Hippodrome 
show ‘Bow Bells,’ for which he was 
granted a permit, although in his 


eT If i ne a a 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


case no permit was required, as he 
does not come under the category 
of a performer. Since then he has 
written most of the music of An- 
derson's ‘Fanfare.’ 





Dwan’s Studio Deals 
Alan Dwan has just concluded a 


deal with Zimmermann Brothers 
and Robin Irvine to produce ‘Her 
First Affaire, with Dwan to get 


salary plus percentage of profits. 
Zimmermanns are head of Sterling 
Film -Co., but this will be done in- 
dependently. 

‘Her First Affaire’ is a light com- 
edy produced here in 1930, and was 
not a success. Dwan will later do 
a film for Sterling Film Co. 


‘Guignol’ Trouble 

G. -B. Samuelson’s continuous 
Grand Guignol season at Duke of 
York's theatre opened around middle 
June, has been encountering tough 
going. 

Samuelson’'s first investment, 
amounting to around $4,000, has al- 
ready been used up. Newcomers, 
Doctor Moss, Harold Lewis and Ar- 
thur Cohen were brought in with 
a further bankroll of $2,000, but 
promoters again on the lookout for 
more ready. New show is scheduled 
for Sept. 6, with new backing. 





Kreisler’s Opera 

The new Viennese operetta com- 
posed by Fritz Kreisler, about which 
the London office wrote last week, 
is built around the married life of 
Empress .Elizabeth, .titled .‘Sissy.’ 
It is scheduled for production Dec. 
23 at Theatre am Wien. Kreisler 
composed a musical comedy called 
‘Apple _Blossoms’ which was pro- 
duced in the U. S. some five years 
ago. 





‘Savoy Follies’ 
Without advance announcement, 
Savoy ‘Follies,’ an attempt to para- 


phrase ‘The Co-optimists,’ folded 
Sept. 3. 
Arnaud Premiere 
The Globe reopens Sept. 20 with 


a new comedy, ‘Will You Love Me 
Always?’ featuring Yvonne Arnaud. 


BUDAPEST PLUNGING ON 
NEW SEASON PROSPECTS 


3udapest, Sept. 3. 

Preparations are being carried on 
for the 1932-33 season with greater 
intensity than they have been for 
years. No one knows where prde- 
ducers get the idea from, but they 
seem to be cock-sure that good 
plays and productions will pay 
their way. 

First venture of the season, 
‘Emmy’ adapted by Joseph Lengyel 
from an old novel by Rakosi, makes 
its bow at Vigszinhaz tonight. Story 
is a delightfully naive one of the 
1900's, about the colonel’s daughter 
who comes to stay with her father 
in barracks, with all the smart 
Hussar officers at her little feet. 
Blessed pre-war atmosphere, of pro« 
vincial garrison town, military band, 
dancing of quadrilles and polkas, 
gipsy music, and delightful acting 
of Miss Dayka as the colonel’s de- 
mure but coquettish damsel, fas- 
cinated the dress rehearsal audience 
and there are signs of a long run. 

Most other theatres opening in 
another fortnight. Magyar Theatre 
is rehearsing Fodor’s new drama, 
‘A Kiss Before The Mirror,’ to open 
in Vienna simultaneously. It ap- 
pears that Fodor is experimenting 
in a new direction, no more light 
comedy like ‘Church Mouse’ and 
‘Jewel Robbery,’ but in a more seri- 
ous psychological vein. After this 
come ‘Harmonia,’ Molnar's latest, 
which will include vocal music. Next 
on schedule is a new comedy by 
Melchoir Lengyel. 

Belvarosi will produce ‘Lieutenant 
Comma,’ authored by Rose Meller, 
new to the stage. Vigszinihaz is 
bringing out a new play by Vaszary, 
‘A Girl of Good Family,’ said to be 
already sold to an American pro- 
ducer. Hunyady’s new play, ‘Adam 
and Eve’ is set among social regis- 
trites of Transylvania. New play 
by Indig, whose ‘Bride of Torozko’ 
is to come to Broadway during the 
season in a Thornton Wilder adapta- 


tion, has a Hungarian historical 
background and is scheduled for 
early production at the National. 


The cperetta crop is not as prom- 





ising. Fovarosi Operette Theatre 
opens at the end of the month with 
‘Manolita,’ a new one by Harmath 
and Fenyes. Kiraly Theatre revives 
Audran’s ‘La Mascotte,’ old-time 
French musical, and Pesti Theatre, 
new establishment, starts with a 
Lehar operette which is not yet 
east. 
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Plays Out of Town 





HUMPTY DUMPTY 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. 

Schwab & DeSyiva present a new musical 
comedy by B. G. DeSylva and Laurence 
Schwab. Music by Nacio Herb Brown and 
Richard Whiting; dancing ensembles staged 
by Georgie Hale; settings by Cleon Throck- 
morton; costumes by Kiviette and Charles 
LeMaire, and orchestra under the direction 
of Lou Silvers. Lou Holtz featured. Ethel] 
Merman and Eddie Foy, jr., sub-featured, 
with Sid Silvers, June Knight and J. C. 
Nugent also carrying top billing. Others 
in cast include Lisa Silbert, Doris Groday, 
Douglas Wood, William Lynn, Walter Ar- 
min, Harry T. Shannon, Oscard Ragland, 
Sara Jane, Vernon Biddle, Toni Chase, 
Edith Speare, O. J. Vanessi, Mary and 
Bobby, the Admirals and the Diamond 
Boys. At the Nixon the week of Sept. 12. 
Top, $4.40. 





‘Humpty Dumpty’ looks doubt- 
ful here. It's the first show of 
the new producing firm of Schwab 
& DeSylva—Schwab of the Schwab 
and Mandel trade name, and De- 
Sylva once of the famous writing 
trio of DeSylva, Brown and Hender- 
son. Opening performance’ ran 
pretty close to four hours, with cur- 
tain ringing down well after mid- 
night. First act alone wasn’t over 
until 11 o’clock. By second night 
they had trimmed close to an hour, 
but even with that results simply 
weren't there. 

Idea of ‘a musical comedy about 
a revue might have sounded all right 
on paper, but it doesn’t work out. 
Plot has to do with a dress manu- 
facturer whose partner sinks $75,000 
in a turkey show and then does a 
run-out. The producers approach 
the remaining partner, tell him if 
he puts up $10,000 more he has a 
chance of saving the firm’s money. 
So prospective angel decides to look 
over the piece, takes along his 
mother, his kid brother and kid 
sister to a dress rehearsal, and the 
action is concerned with the Mosco 
family’s remarks from the sidelines 
and their efforts tq jazz up an his- 
torical pageant. 

In the first place, the book lays 
itself wide open to a critical on- 
slaught. All through, the sideline 
eritics, looking over the ‘revue,’ 
comment on the ‘rotten show,’ the 
‘lousy turkey’ and the ‘grand flop.’ 
Then, late in the second act, after 
the opening night, there is a screen 
episode in which the audience sees 
excerpts from the New York press, 
including one that says ‘the show 
ought to get three weeks, the pro- 
ducers three years.’ 

A surefire show could get away 
with this nicely, but an in-and-outer 
like ‘Humpty Dumpty’ is inviting 
disaster. 

Lou Holtz, chief performer, is too 
hemmed in, too confined, and he 
never gets a chance. For the most 
part he’s sitting along the sidelines 
watching the rehearsal of the ‘re- 
vue’ and asking questions about this 
and that, a situation that doesn’t 
permit him to be himself. What 
laughs there are go mostly to Sid 
Silvers, who's still sitting in an up- 
per tier box, a trick he learned in 
the days of Phil Baker. -Silvers, as 
Holtz’s kid brother, flips some 
nifties across from his elevated 
perch, but these, too, have to do 
with the show’s shortcomings. 

A comedian like Holtz needs rapid 
crossfire, a staccatoed tempo that 
‘Humpty Dumpty’ doesn’t possess. 
The first act is slow, due to those 
historical pageants depicting George 
Washington, Alexander Hamilton 
and Nathan Hale, which should be 
reduced to a minimum. Later even 
Lincoln comes in for an inning, as 
does Daniel Boone, which is hoked 


up for what should be a howl but 
isn’t. 
Show needs plenty of work, but 


whether spot rewriting will turn the 
trick is a question. 

Second act opening, which 
supposed to be a satire on stock 
musical comedy situations, was 
wisely tossed out after opening 
night. The idea was put over before 
in Max Gordon's ‘Band Wagon,’ and 
much better. In its stead ‘White 
Plains’ scenes was moved up from 
the first act. This is one of those 
Colonial things that winds up with 
a nice balloon waltz by June Knight 
and Vernon Biddle. 

Ethel Merman, too, needs more 

than she has in ‘Humpty Dumpty.’ 
Her first act number, ‘Way Ahead 
of the Game,’ isn't worthy. 
‘Smoothie,’ which she does with 
Holtz, is a bit better, with Holtz 
pansying it up at the finish for 
laughs. Her ‘Eadie Was a Lady’ is 
more like it, and she gets every- 
thing she can out of it. It’s on the 
order of her ‘Delilah’ number from 
‘Girl Crazy,’ set in one of those 
‘Diamond Lil’ backgrounds. It’s all 
nicely staged, too. 
‘ Barring the ‘Eadie’ number, which 
Is strictly Merman, the Brown- 
Whiting score is hardly distinctive. 
One tune, ‘Humpty Dumpty,’ which 
f£0es to Miss Knight in the first act, 
and another, ‘Turn on the Light,’ 
Which Silvers warbles from his 
upper tier, sound promising and may 
somewhere, 

For another thing, ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’ is played too much from 


was 


Het 


the audience and not enough from 
the stage, Characters are con- 
Stantly tumbiing in from the aisles 
“nd from the boxes, with the audi- 
“ience getting pains in the neck 


from twisting the vertebrae. Every- 
thing’s too confused and the show 
Strives too furiously for satire that 
never fully develops. 

Other principals don’t fare so 
well, J. C. Nugent is altogether 
out of place in a musical of this 
sort, his slowly paced, casual deliv- 
ery slowing up scenes. Eddie Foy, 
Jr., who plays one of the show's 
producers, had his lone dance spe- 
cialty with Sara Jane eliminated 
after the opening performance and 
saw himself left with nothing but 
a lot of lines, and none of them any 
too helpful. Doris Groday has a 
single dance that’s okay; Lisa Sil- 
bert, as the Jewish mother of the 
Moscos, gets a few dialect giggles, 
and Miss Knight goes from classy 
ae stuff to Minsky torso-toss- 
ing. Villiiaam Lynn, as a fluttery 
playwright of the intermediate sex, 
takes advantage nicely of his few 
opportunities, and doesn’t fare as 


liant performances, although her 
comedy scenes, especially the more 
brittle ones, are good. Where she 
falls down is in the more romantic 
interludes which is strange con- | 
sidering this star's flair for red-hot 
love scenes. Perhaps when the} 
tempo of the performance is defi- | 
nitely set as farce Miss Ulric will | 
seem more at home in it. 


Right now Arthur Margetson, as 
the Quaker lover, is outstanding. He 


is suave, understanding and person- 
able. The women are almost sure | 
to flock to his standard, and when | 
Miss Ulric has regulated her own | 
performance this pair ought to click | 
very neatly. 

Patricia Calvert, 
dancer’s secretary, 
capital performance, notably in a 
scene of mild intoxication in the 
second act. Several of the minor 
roles are rather badly played, but 
are being changed, particularly that | 
of the dancer's manager. 

Nice settings help a lot, 
direction is faulty in regard to small 
details. Quibblers can find a dozen 
glaring discrepancies in the me- 
chanical end of the play's exposi- 
tion. 


as the German 
contributes a 


but the | 





the 





poorly as the rest. 

Diamond Boys were a howl open- 
ing night with their slapstick acro- 
batics, but didn't do so well second 
performance, with poor house and 
those there sitting on their hands. 
Mary and Bobby, dance team who 
were in that Palace run with Holtz 
in the Lew Pollack act, have a 
couple of spots, but made no im- 
pression. 

Georgie Hale, brought in when 
Bobby Connolly had to step out be- 
cause of his own show, ‘Ballyhoo,’ 
has done some nice choral work, his 
terp stuff being pretty. Throckmor- 
ton, too, has turned in an all right 
job on settings. Nothing novel about 
them, but pleasantly restful to the 
eye. 

‘Humpty Dumpty’ has a flock of 
blackouts, only one or two of which 
have possibilities. First is the ‘Bos- 
ton Tea Party’ as Smedley Butler 
and ‘Hell-and-Maria’ Dawes might 
have written it, which has its mo- 
ments. Other is that Daniel Boone 
skit in the closing stanza, in which 
Holtz has his only opportunity for 
the strictly musical comedy hoke. 

Unless Buddy DeSylva pulls 
something out of his sleeve, as he 
did with ‘Hold Everything,’ piece’s 
chances are slim. It’s penciled into 
Washington and either Boston or 
Newark for a week apiece after 
Pittsburgh, with Broadway and the 
Apollo theatre set for Oct. 4. 

Cohen. 


‘Humpty Dumpty’ closed in Pitts- 
burgh Friday (17) and comes-into 
New York for revision. A story on 
the closing appears in the legit sec- 
tion of this issue. 


NONA 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 

Peggy Fears, who has announced 
an ambitious program of produc- 
tions for the current season, in- 
augurated that program with 
Gladys Unger’s new play, ‘Nona,’ 
starring Lenore Ulric, which opened 
last week at the Garrick. 

Show is getting some play here 
and may elsewhere, too, from 
Ulric’'s devoted following, but it 
needs plenty of fixing. ‘Nona’ is the 
kind of a play that will inevitably be 
panned by critics, but has its best 
chance through the star’s person- 
ality, and especially from upstairs 
trade. 

Miss Ulric has the role of a Ger- 
man dancer of the temperamental 
kind who has many admirers, but, 
because of an _ unfortunate early 
love affair, refuses to take any of 
them seriously. During an Ameri- 
can tour she engages, as accom- 
panist, a young Philadelphia society 
man, member of an old Quaker 
family, who has long admired her 
from out front. The engagement is 
purely business at the time, and one 
stipulation she insists on is that he 
should never make love to her. 
However, during the tour Nona be- 
comes much attached to the young 
pianist and is piqued by his coldly 
impersonal attitude. Affairs reach 
a climax when their train is snow- 
bound near Denver and both parties 
break down and admit their true 
feelings. 

Everything is all off again, how- 
ever, when the sassiety boy dis- 
covers what he believes to be evi- 
dence that Nona is the mistress of 
a rich middle western business man. 
He’s so sore that he walks right off 
the train into a howling blizzard. 

The inevitable reunion occurs in 
a wayside station where Nona, the 
,boy-friend and the rich admirer all 
meet. The last-named, being mar- 
ried, has to bow out gracefully and 
everything’s okay for a happy ro- 
mantic finale. 

‘Nona’ starts out as if it intended 
to be one of those back-stage yarns 
on the ‘Great Lover,’ ‘Enter 
Madame,’ ‘Romance’ variety. After 
that it fluctuates between the mood 
of slambang farce and legitimate 
comedy, with plenty of romantic 
leanings. That’s the trouble with 
Miss Unger’s play. If it could make 
up its mind just what it is to be 
‘Nona’ might stand a real chance 
of popular success. Understanding | 
is that the management is going to 
emphasize the farcical side, even in 
program billing, and that’s probably 





wise. 
Ulric bas given much more bril- / 


Ulric has a following; play 


|} has certain popular elements. When 


the two are better welded ‘Nona’ 
may have a chance for attention. 
Vaters. 


LOUDER, PLEASE 


Pasadena, Sept. 13. 

Produced at the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, Sept. 13, by Norman Krasna. 
Directed by Morris Ankrum. Cast: Bert 
Morrison, Jean Inness, Helen Mack, Victor 
Jory, Monty Collins, Howard Harding, 
Horace McCoy, Bernadine Hayes, Sam 
Armstrong, Pat Abbott, Jerome J. Jerome, 
William M. Griffith, Hamilton Cummins, Al 
Jarvis and Bruce Stone. 


Expurgated of profanity and blue 
dialog heard in the New York pro- 
duction, ‘Louder Please’ got over 
nicely with a class Pasadena audi- 
The Little Theatre gave the 


ence. 
play a capable production, and 
though the cast occasionally fell 
down, the smart lines carried the 


action along. So much of the harsh 
dialog was eliminated that Norman 
Krasna, the author, at first threat- 
ened to withhold permission to do 
the play. 

Show depicts a press agent as of 
some importance, so naturally drew 
numerous publicity men for the 
opening. P. a.’s left highly pleased 
after seeing one of their group play 
a hero, win the girl and kick a stu- 
dio executive in the pants. 

Fast delivery called for had sev- 
eral of the cast in trouble during 
the first act. They spoke too indis- 
tinctly to be heard half-way back. 
Second and third acts were an im- 
provement, with Victor Jory, the 
publicity man, delivering most of 
the lines. 

Jory, who has been in stock, did 
nicely in his gabby portrayak Part 
called for little acting, but much 
talk. Jory looked the part, and even 
resembled the Hollywood press 
agent supposedly the inspiration for 
the play. Helen Mack, Fox actress, 
and Bernadine Hayes, femme lead, 
well cast. Al Jarvis as a dumb cop 
drew many laughs. Ditto for How- 
ard Harding as a stew photog. 

One set, a publicity office, looked 
pretty hokey in red. 

In the audience were members of 
the First National studio publicity 
department, whose likenesses were 
supposed to be in the play, written 
while Krasna was working as a p.a. 
for FN. 

Horace McCoy, as a studio exec: 
Sam Armstrong, an actor, and Ham- 
ilton Cummins, as a police investi- 
gator, handled important parts oke. | 


WORLD BETWEEN 


fjand union minimum 


| way 





Chicago, Sept. 17. 

Fritzi Blocki, former dramatic ed- 
itor Chicago American, is author | 
and part producer with Ben Bernie | 
and R. G. Lydy as partners of this 
metaphysical drama that got across 
very nicely at the Adelphi tonight 
(Saturday). 

Piece has been drastically rewrit- 
ten and speeded up since its little 
theatre presentation. Interpreted by 
worthy cast, including DeWolf Hop- 
per, Sally Rand, Frank Shannon, 
Loretta McNair, Sidonie Espero, 
David Scott, Elizabeth Day, Jack 
Marco, Jay Romano, and Benze 
Norton. Play still can stand some 
fixing and gagging before hitting 
New York, but meanwhile holds the 
interest, has a number of gripping 
moments and some laughs and op- 
portunities for more. 





Entire production built in Chi- 
cago. Used celotex for first time in | 
scenery construction. One set aj} 
pirate brig floating in mythical Sar- 
agossa sea with a cargo of depart- 
ed souls who watch a _ couple 
wrecked in a transatlantic aero- 
plane trip struggle with a makeshift | 
radio in the hope of rescue. Ghosts | 
remain invisible and inaudible to 
the dying couple who finally join 
them through death. 

Theme and treatment arresting, 
although ‘Outward Bound’ is a natu- | 
ral comparison and forerunner. Va- | 
porized characters are inactive 
lookers on a good deal of the time, | 
notably DeWolf Hopper with hardly | 
five sides to his role. Chicago is | 
tough on this type of play but a 
second night non-professional audi- | 
ence was kept engrossed. Ought to |} 
te that much better for New York. 
; Land, j 
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Cincinnati, Sept. 17. 

Revue featuring Lester’ Allen, Jack | 
Osterman and Florence Moore. Presented 
by the Winter Garden Co Staged by Zeke 
Colvan. Music by Serge Walter, Samuel 
Pokrass, Michael Cleary, Herman Hupfeld 
and Will Irwin. Lyrics by Charles Kenny 
Max and Nathaniel Lief, Frank Sullivan 
an Harry Ruskin Dances staged by 
| Gertrude Hoffman and Dan Carthe. Set- 
| tings by Rollo Wayne Wardrobe de- 
signed by Ernest Schraps., Orchestra di- 
rected by Tom Jones 

Principals — Joan Carter-Waddell, Joe 
Resser, Peggy Hoover, Jerry Norris, Jack 
McCauley, Ernest Sharpe, Gertrude Niesen, 
| Frank Dobson, Harold and Lola, Kendall 
Capps, Ed¢@die Shubert, Shemp Howard, 
Ara Gerald, Dot kotay, George Marshall, 
George Anderson, Five Steppers and 
Dorothy McDonald. 

A terrific flop. This so-styled 
‘new revue of events of today’ 
opened last week in Detroit and 


| folded at the Shubert Theatre, Cin- 


cinnati, tonight (17), sticking out 
the fortnight to comply with Equity 
closing regu- 
lations. 

The vyehicle was originally de- 
signed for’ Ted Healy as head man, 
but he walked out before the half- 
mark of the five-week re- 
hearsal period in New York. The 
Shuberts, in carrying through with 
their production schedule, made the 
sad mistake of not readjusting the 
comedy material to the style of the 
talent in hand. The principal suf- 
ferer from that error is Lester 
Allen. In this forced presentation, 
the diminutive comic was limited 
to several appearances and then 
weighted with punchless lines and 
opportunities. 

Jack Osterman was thrown into 
the show at the end of its first week 
to help out in name content. Ap- 
parently his instructions were mere- 
ly to walk to the foots for an open- 


ing m. ec. chat and at infrequent 
intervals for the drawing of the 
travelers to kill a wait. His only 


spot was for brief wise cracking 
and a song. ‘I Want to Go Home,’ 
which he did effectively. 


Satirical intent fizzled, the new 
sketches having an appalling lack 


of point. The skits dealt with gang- 
dom, Washington Square art dis- 
play, and O'Neill's trilogy. The best 
laugh grabber was Joe Besser’s 
‘Canadian Mounted’ act, fresh from 
the variety circuits. This lad, a 
burlecue grad, does an overgrown 
sissy character that in a way puts 
him in. fast company. 

Florence Moore is a misfit in the 
niche assigned here. Hers was the 
pathetic duty of supplying a too 
heavy load of dirt via a profane 
would-be sock line which met with 
silence. 

Besides the rest of the fare the 
music and dance numbers, particu- 
larly the latter, offered refreshment 
to the mind and eye. The girls 
of the ensemble were charming, be- 
ing in the currently popular tall and 
svelte mode, with assorted hair hues 
spiced by three plat blondes. Tunes 
tbat may see sheet rack spotting 
are ‘Afraid of You,’ ‘Sing a Little 
Song’ and ‘Walking With You.’ The 
outstanding chorus number is ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive,’ keyed on _ the 
Frank 3uck§ «flicker. Clever and 
timely, the evening's highlight. 

No chorus men! 

Joan Carter-Waddell 
Hoover were dainty in song and 
dance specialties, the former also 
displaying dramatic skill in a legit 
bit. 

Principal male songsters were 
Jack McCauley, Ernest Sharpe and 


and Peggy 


Jerry Norris. Singly the boys 
wobble, but in a trio barber shop 
tussle with ‘Horse Car Days’ they 


came out on top. 

The sole show stop was provided 
by Harold and Lola in a novel acro- 
batic dance mixed with contortion 
antics. Idea is a futuristic Adam- 
and-the-Serpent interpretation. The 
Five Steppers are men in the ex- 
pected foot rhythmania appearing 
for a couple of minutes in each half. 
Kendall Capp, hot hoofer, has a 
blowoff moment near the finale. 

Strictly out of his metier is 
Shemp Howard. One of the grim- 
est stooges ever to scowl behind 
Ted Healy's back, they got him with 
a clean face and dinner jacket. 

Dorothy McDonald, a_ showgirl, 
was spotted for the strip flash in a 
Minsky takeoff. Out after the first 
Ciney performance. 

Word is around that the show 
may escape mothballs by early re- 
vival. Process will have to embody 
plenty 
lating if the piece is to go on. 

Kolling. 


BUDGET 


3altimore, Sept. 13. 
Comedy in three acts by Robert Middle- 
Produced by 
Ford, featuring Lynne Overman and Mary 


Lawlor. Staged by Hugh’ Ford. Pre- 
sented at the Maryland, Baltimore, Sept. 
Setty Harper....cecce ee ee Mary Lawlor 
Peter Harper. .ssccccseces Lynne Overman 
COSTES, vcs tcvesetececer Olive Burgoyne 
Benjamin Kaplan.........Nicholas Adams 
3 ee ee Grace Fox 
Claude Knowles....... Raymond Walburn | 
Elsie Knowles... ; . Olive Reeve S th 
Theodore Roosevelt Smith Paul C. Floyd 
ee eee rere Ciara Palmer 
ff. Ee eee John M. Kline 
| Miss Mullens......ccccce . Virginia Curley 
This is a short coin deal all 
|} around, as typified by $1.50 top for 
| the first legit attraction in this town 
for the season. Jt is the first of 
fering of Leonard B ! 
the general manager fo ,» the; 


of renovating and repopu- | 


Harry Askin and Hugh |! 


FOREIGN REVIEW 
KATHARINA 


| Berlin, Sept. 1. 
Herzer and Ernst Steffan proe 
Musical play in nine scenes, 
Ernst Steffan. Presented by 
Fritz Rotter. Music by Ernst 
Stage management by Ernet 
Steffan Sets, Professor Erich Ernst Stern, 
Cast includes Gitta Alpar, Hans Adal- 
|bert von Schlettow, Hans Rehmann, Fritz 
Spira, Dora Paulen, Ernst Wurmser, Vic- 
tor Colani, Gustav Matzner, Heinz Alwer 
and Albert Hugelmann, At Theatre im 
Admiralspalast, Berlin. 


Ludwig 
duction, 
Staged by 

| Alfred and 
| Steffan 





idea was to repeat Gitta Alpar's 
great success in the operetta ‘Du- 
barry,’ but the result did not come 
up to expectations. Certainly this 
subject will not have the success 
‘Duburry’ had, although, owing to 
the activities of ticket organizations 
and a general lack of good plays, it 
may reach 100 performances. 

Like ‘Dubarry,’ the play describes 
the rise of a poor girl until she be- 
comes empress. 

Katharina, a servant from Letvia, 
newly married, comes to the Russian 
camp to ransom. her’ husband 
snatched from her at the very altar. 
In the camp she meets the field- 
marshal, Prince Menschikoff. When 
Katharina finds out that her hus- 
band does not love her but is in love 
with another woman, she becomes 
Menschikoff’s mistress. He takes 
her with him to Petersburg. There 
he hides her from the Taar, Peter 
the Great, who will not leave any 
woman alone. Accidentally Peter 
sees her and falls in love with her. 
Kainarina gives loaded dice to her 
luver so that the Tzar and Menschi- 
koff may decide by a throw who 
shall possess her, but the cunning 
Tzar changes the dice and wins 
Katharina, 

Katharina knows how to handle 
the Tzar and becomes Tzarina of 
Russia. Up to here the story is 
good. 

But after that the authors have no 
more ideas. The second part is flat. 
During a fancy dress ball, Katharina 
‘eaves the Russian court and secretly 
gocs to see Prince Menschikoff, 
who cn her behalf enters into a con- 
spiracy to dethrone the Tzar. At 
the last moment it looks as if 
somebody had betrayed the plot. 

Menschikoff believes Katharina 

vas the traitor. But the plot is 
successful; the Russian State Coun- 
cil makes Menschikoff Tzar and 
ordcrs Katharina into a convent. 
Katharina confesses to Menschikoff 
that she has never stopped loving 
him and Menschikoff kneels in front 
of tho Council and has Katharina 
proclaimed Tzarina of Russia. This 
seccnd part is very involved and 
unccnvincing. Ernst Steffan’s music 
reveals nothing striking; it is a pale 
copy of old songs. The best song, 
Sav Ic a Hundred Times,’ is fine 
composition, but it will never. be- 
come a real hit. Gitta Alpar seeks 
not only to be a singer, but also an 
actress and a dancer. And she is 
neither an actress nor a dancer, 
Ber acting and dancing is amateur. 
Her tremendous stage temperament 
can ef course not be denied. She 
sines, dances and acts with great 
energy, but she is not the old Alpar 
here. All other actors look like 
puppets, although good troupers like 
Hans Rehmann and Adalbert von 
Schiettow are in the cast. 
Magnus. 





only indie house in town, the rival 
Ford’s being hooked up in the UBO 
web. 

The play is fragile stuff. The 
author has taken dramatic cogniz- 
ance of the depresh. But he’s made 
an error in merely repeating all the 
vaude gags about the stock mar- 
ket, jobs, politics, ete., in their re- 
lation with the economic indiges- 
tion. 

Patterned on the general outline 
of such shows as ‘First Year,’ ‘New 
Brooms,’ which deal with marital 
worries, the play lacks the gracious- 
ness of these previous efforts and 
also the freshness 

Story itself has no punch or 
novelty at any point. Not a new 
twist or a surprise. It’s simply the 
|staple of a married couple's dif- 
| ficulties with their budget when the 
man of the house gets the lay-off 
| ticket from his firm. The budget, 
| Which is planned to hold them in 
| line with their reduced income, is 
| kicked in the face when the wife's 
{married sister and her show-off 
| hubby arrive for a stay. That in- 
‘law husband also wrecks a scheme 
| to rent the house. Woven into this, 
| for no apparent reason, is a radio 








slogan contest, this thread start- 
|) ing from nowhere and ending in the 
| same place. 

Best straight performance is the 
show-off role as handled by Ray- 
'mond Walburn, while Lynne Over- 
man saves what comedy there is by 
this ad lib business These two 
account for the standard perform- 
ances of the piece, the first for 
character portrayal, the second for 
pulling the show into occasional 
flickers of hope by his. strictly 
vaudeville comedy business. The 
rest of the cast wobbles. Mary 
Lawlor looks cute and wholesome 
but she’s a musical comedy gem 
performer who's a bit hazy about 

irrying off dramatic lines, par- 

(Continued on page 46 
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‘Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 














May-December Wardrobe 
When Eugene O'Neill wrote his 
nine act history of the life of Nina 
Leeds, he could not have known 
that he was playing right into the 
hands of the ladies of Hollywood. 
He could hardly guess that by the 
time his classic reached the screen, 
its youth-to-old-age pattern would 
fit into an established picture cycle. 
‘Strange Interlude’ invites one 
more heroine to affect the make- 
ups of increasing old age—a stunt 
dear to the ladies of Hollywood. 
For all her tortured introspection, 
Nina films as a more or less regula- 
tion May-to-December heroine. 
Norma Shearer makes her _ yet 
more familiar with her laugh of 
rippling coquettry, zealously smart 
mannerisms and experienced, artful 
make-up. 

Miss Shearer’s wardrobe recog- 
nizes the dignity of its Theatre 
Guild beginnings. This Nina is no 
clothes horse to flaunt the Holly- 
wood finery expected of every 
Norma Shearer release. Her cos- 
tumes,: fashion noted in subdued 
form, are quiet and characterful. 

Tweed and a wool sweater for 
the scene in the university town, 
gingham for the young wife; white 
georgette, tasteful and finely 
moulded, for the wealthy matron; 
determinedly chic black and white 
crepe for the woman not yet re- 
signed to growing old. Inspirational 
in its simplicity, a tea gown fash- 
ioned with bias seams translates 
into monotone crepe the poise and 


power of Nina's triumphal realiza- 
tion of the worship of her three 


men. Sensitive details accompany 
costume transitions—coiffures that 
grow more precise and _  sleekly 


groomed, authentic touches of care- 
fully selected jewelry. Hardly more 
than eight changes in all, each is 
significant of Nina Leeds and ex- 





tremely suited to Miss Shearer. 

May Robson needs only one cos- 
tume, a tidy household affair, for a 
declamatory part into which she 
pours a voice that must surely have 
been trained in Shakespeare. 





Energetic Bennie 

At the Capitol, Bennie Davis is 
in such high spirits that none of 
his ‘Future Broadway Stars’ dares 
to be less young and gay. That 
puts everyone under a slight strain. 
Mr. Davis's personnel, guests of 
his cabaret-yachting party, beat in- 
cessant time when freed from their 
individual stints, bob tirelessly up 
and down on deck chairs, laugh, 
cheer and twirl tiny noise machines. 
Do they have fun! Well, maybe. 
The Mississippi Misses’ climb 
aboard in perky pink organdies 
trimmed with pastel green. Guess- 
ing that they might be called on to 
entertain, their make-ups_ are 
smoothly blended perfection, their 
hair undulations of deeply pressed 
waves. 

The girl of Bemus and Brown is 
the cut-up of the party. She copies 
her partner’s collegiate trousers, 
cap and blazer to heighten the dup- 














Season 1932-33 





SAM H. 


Music by George Gershwin 


Presents 
The Pulitzer Prize Winner of 1931-32 


“OF THEE I SING” 


Book by George S; Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind 


with 
William Lois Victor 
GAXTON MORAN MOORE 


Now Playing Music Box, New York 
Moves to 46th Street Theatre, New York, Oct. 3 


HARRIS 


Lyrics by Ira Gershwin 





Special Chicago Company 


“OF THEE I SING” 


with 
Oscar Harriette Donald 
SHAW LAKE MEEK 


Opened Grand Opera House, Chicago, Sept. 19 





By George Oppenheimer 


RUTH GORDON 
“HERE TODAY” 


A Comedy of Bad Manners 


Now Playing Barrymore Theatre, New York 


Staged by George S. Kaufman 





Arthur 





IN PREPARATION 
“DINNER AT EIGHT” 


A New Play 
By George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber 


Opening at the Music Box, New York 
Sat., Oct. 15 





“MR. GRANT” 


An American Historical Play by 


Goodrich 


licate design of eccentric comedy 
taps. Martha Ray likes smartly 
hung cerise crepe and, tut, tut, tut, 
crimson satin slippers, but the audi- 
ence forgives her because she’s 
good humored as she wails a jubil- 
ant hotcha. 

Two inarticulately announced 
dancers are earnest about their 
sea-faring togs—one, in white flan- 
nel and silk pajamas—red ac- 
cessories; the other in white Patou 
shorts and a silk middy. 








Oh, Those Hats 

When cunning hats can be bought 
so cheap why, oh why, must Joan 
Blondell wear the sorry little pan- 
cakes that perch unhappily on her 
head as in ‘Big City Blues? 

A costume department that looked 
ahead toward release date would 
have foreseen that straw wouldn't 
be seasonable in September. But 
that’s unimportant. Unpardonable 
sin was outfitting Miss Blondell in 
hats that are distinctly unsuitable. 
Tiny Dolly Vardens, tilted forward 
by rear clusters of velvet ribbon, 
are too squat for very round faces. 
Hats like that are for finely chiseled 
features. They must be worn with 
poise and daring confidence in their 
tipsy tilt. On Miss Blondell, they 
look as though they’d alighted for 
a brief moment and were trying 
to work up courage to slip resign- 
edly over one ear. Resting upon 
an energetically curled chorus-girl 
haircomb, they’re pretty bad. 
Except for the scene in which 
she addresses well chosen remarks 
to a pair of galloping dice, ‘Big 
City Blues’ doesn’t need Miss 
Blondell. A conventional part that 
is devoid of saucy back-talk fits her 
as uncomfortably as her poor little 
hats. 





Fannie Was Scared 
Fannie Brice was scared when she | 
faced the large audience that waited 
to see what a vaudeville, revue and 
picture star would bring to the Par- 
amount. She needn’t have been. 
Miss Brice is too good a trouper 
not to profit by the exhilaration of 
opening day nerves. Her anxiety 
was dispelled when the first laugh 
came to soften the ordeal of a pic- 
ture house debut. 
Response was slow at first. When 
ladies clown at the Paramount they 
“rear eccentric costumes that have 
breakaway trains and grotesque 
head-dresses, This clown was 
dressed in simple black velvet, 
subtle and infinitely chic. Did she 
really mean to be funny? Three 
choruses of a popular song—as the 
boop-a-doop girl, serious soprano 
and hey-hey night club singer— 
furnished the answer, From then 
on Miss Brice sailed serenly through 
the ‘Dying Duck’ and ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable.’ A medley of old hits 
brought her back in chaste white 
crepe, girdled at a high waistline 
with delicate green satin. 
Though applause greeted each fa- 
miliar melody, the entire group did 
not top the first riotous burlesque. 
It would have been better to have 
farewelled with something new. 


Rather Unfair 

‘Night of June 13th’ is most unfair 
|to Adrianne Allen, It asks her to 
personify a nervous breakdown— 
and doesn’t tell the audience about 
her indisposition until the film has 
run itself off more than half way. 
All that time, Miss Allen person- 
ally shoulders the res»yonsibility for 
being just a little touched. 

This isn’t exactly inspired groom- 
jing for a player whose first release 
|showed great promise. If Miss Al- 
| len is to justify Paramount’s hopes 
|for her, she'll need more considerate 
| parts and make-ups not so keenly 
|devoted to the effects of shattered 
nerves. 

Otherwise, the film concerns it- 
self with the more normal misses 
and matrons of a quiet suburban 
town. Mary Boland acts and dresses 
fussily to characterize the town gos- 
sip, Helen Ware chooses an arti- 
ficial white wig and committee 
woman chiffon. Frances Dee and 
Lila Lee model ingenue frocks, per- 
fectly proper and uninteresting. 











Peggy in Uniform 

The screen’s abandoned women 
are true to the uniform suggested 
to them by Sadie Thompson, 

That’s one of Hollywood's strict- 
est rules. If a heroine isn’t all she 
should be, she wears a knee-length, 
snugly fitted skirt, preferably of 
biack satin. Over this she models 
a black and white checked jacket, 
with ruffled, three-quarter-length 
sleeves. Her blouse, superflously 
low since it’s so sheer, is frilled 
with incongruousty demure laces. 
Short vamp shoes, sheer hose, rhine- 
stone bracelets, tiny turban or an 








; enormous hat of rough straw, a sun- 





shade, cigarettes and a_ victrola 
complete the ritual, 

From this assortment Peggy 
Shannon assembles her effects for 
‘Painted Woman’—not forgetting to 
include a black jet leotard for ap- 
pearances in equalid cabarets. She 
augments her equipment with a few 
sensible house frocks against that 
inevitable day when true love will 
find the way to her heart. 

Miss Shannon, shabbily treated by 
harsh photography and a bitter ex- 
pression, seems pretty cast down by 
the whole thing. 





Chatterton Vs. Chatterton 

‘The Crash’ is the battlefield for 
a mighty conflict between Ruth 
Chatterton’s manner and Ruth Chat- 
terton’s clothes. 

The manner, Miss Chatterton’s 
finest, is delicately incisive, awf'ly 
restrained, very English drawing 
room with just a snifter of the cas- 
ual. The clothes scatter calculated 
refinement to the four winds of 
Hollywood. They riot in tuxury. 
They wallow in extravagant concep- 
tions of deluxe style. 

Sables are time honored hall- 
marks of the cinema upper classes. 
Miss Chatterton's sable scarf boasts 
eight pelts, throttling her throat as 
glamorlessly as red flannel. Blue 
fox, soft and lustrous, crosses reck- 
lessly back and forth on a cape col- 
lar. A white chiffon—just a simple 
little thing for informal dining— 
must have a musical comedy train 
and a deep bertha of unrelated 
ermine. Sports pyjamas go hysteri- 
cally gay with enormous checks and 
a shallow crowned sailor that settles 
miserably on Miss Chatterton’s sub- 
dued hair com). A negligee wants 
to be haughty with an imperial 
train and Catherine of Russia collar. 
These and more like them—a new 
gewn for every camera angle—see 
the heroine through the rise and fall 
of Wall Street millions. 


Roxyettes Get a Break 





The Roxyettes are the prima 
donnas of this week's bill at 
the Cathedrai. ‘Here come _ the 


Roxyettes,’ prophecies the chorus. 
And there come the Roxyettes giv- 
en. at long last, a real musical com- 
edy entrace. 

Their costumes shiny with new 
satin, they march to allotted sta- 
tions at the bases of golden flights 
of stairs, run up and down, beat 
taps on each landing and stage the 
first of two applause-compelling 
routines. 

Their second parade celebrates the 

‘Black Hussars,’ in effectively nude 
arrangements of silver bodices, 
capes, boots and short trunks of 
luminous black satin. Enormous 
black busbies tower over heads that 
are carried proudly in honor of a 
spick and span routine. 
Earning a gusp of surprise on her 
tiny lilliputian appearance, Annette 
Ames dances herself into favor in 
spite of the graceless line of her 
turquoise satin leotard. Eleanor 
Powell, in her second week at the 
Roxy, chooses two-toned blue pa- 
jamas for a reutine flooded with 
charm and style. 


BUDGET 


(Continued from page 45) 


ticularly when those lines are in- 
herently flabby. Nicholas Adams 
tries to do a Hebe straight with an 
accent, but occasionally forgets his 
inflections. ‘ 

But it’s the play that must take 
the blame, at bottom. Middlemass 
has descended to many hoke de- 
vices for laughs, such as calling his 
two negro characters ‘Calpurnia’ 
and ‘Theodore Roosevelt Smith.’ 


Minturn’s Milwaukee Co. 


Milwaukee, Sept. 19. 

Starting Friday, Sept. 23, Mil- 
waukee will have its first stock 
cempany in several years when 
Harry Minturn, once a popular lead- 
ing man at the old Shubert, will 
sponsor a repertoire organization at 
L. K. Brin’s Majestic. : 

Ten shows a week will be given 
at 50 cents top with matinees at a 
quarter. 

Town ought to be ripe for stock. 
The last company was a summer 
group at the Davidson, 





Free Red Mag 
Communistic groups in Oakland 
and San Francisco announce the ap- 


pearance in October of ‘Man,’ ‘a 
monthly journal of the Anarchist 
Ideal and Its Movement.’ To be 


edited by Marcus Graham. 

Announced that the mag will be 
sent free to librarres and individuals 
on request. To carry no ads and 
may be supported by voluntary sub- 
scriptions from such readers as can 
afford donations. 

Graham may be recadied as com- 
riler of ‘An Anthology of Revolu- 





tionary Poetry.’ 


FLYING COLORS 


(Continued from page 43) 
eral times and aided. Latter show 
appears to have been ¢oo expensively 
hooked up to have turned an even- 
tual zrofit. That may also have 
other Gordon shows, including 
‘Colors.’ 


From the curtain every bit and 
number down to intermission 
clicked. 

‘Flying Colors’ came in for criti- 
cism over the colored portion of 
the chorus in mixed numbers. Much 
of that has been eliminated. Only 
with ‘Two Faced Woman,’ a good 
tune led by Tamara Geva, are the 
colors really mixed, save for ‘Louis- 
iana Hayride’ the first act finale 
when Clifton Webb and others are 
corked up. Ride scene aided by a 
motion picture which put across the 
idea of a jouncing, horse-drawn 
wagon. 

The show had not gone on long 
before Buddy and Vilma Ebsen 
danced into Broadway fame. Buddy 
looks like a hick and he probably 
is a good hoofer, but his sweet 
looking sister is the works. The 
girl gives more to the performance 
than even the featured leads. She 
has a way about her, little motions 
with the hands, and the face is the 
sales clincher. On in the second 
act the team nearly stopped the 
show. The Ebsens were first no- 
ticed around with Benny Davis and 
the jump to a revue was natural. 

‘Alone Together,’ an outstanding 
melody, brought out Webb in one of 
the exotic dances in the twilight 
that have been so effective for him, 
Miss Geva was teamed with him, 
the number being sung by Jean 
Sargent, the socially known Miss 
Scull of Philly. Lighting effects 
heightened the number and Nor- 
man Bel Geddes is given program 
credit for that department. Webb 
waltzed with Albertina Vitak in a 
costume number in the second act 
and again scored. Although has no 
voice, he managed to put over two 
solo lyrics, ‘A Rainy Day’ and ‘Day 
After Day,’ the first having the best 
chance for popularity. 

The score has another likely can- 
didate in ‘Fatal Fascination,’ sung 
by Patsy Kelly, with remarks by 
Charles Butterworth. That duo and 
Philip Loeb have most of the com- 
edy assignments. Miss Kelly in 
‘Bon Voyage’ won laughs, but the 
best comedy score was Butter- 
worth’s as a soap box orator dis- 
coursing on the ’'Harvey Woofter 
Five Point Plan.” The team might 
have done much better in ‘The 
Salesman,’ with Miss Kelly as Mrs. 
McVitty and Butterworth trying to 
sell everything from books to 
vacuum cleaners. For some reason 
the skit was twisted from its orig- 
inal form and lost the best laugh. 
May have been the idea to keep the 
show clean. Must have used a 
scrubbing brush on that act. A 
doctor's bit with Webb the come- 
dian was novel in idea, but only 
fair in result, He and Miss Kelly 
were better in a hotel bit, all guests 
checking in for the purpose of sui- 
cide. Butterworth and Loeb got 
across with a ticket speculator skit. 

‘Flying Colors’ has class, laughs 
and good numbers by Arthur 
Schwartz, who rates high among 
the newer composers. Albertina 
Rasch staged the dances and has 
a corking number at the opening 
of the second act. There are peachy 
choristers who not only look good 
but can deliver lyrics as instance, 
‘Mother Told Me So—but She didn’t 
Tell Me About Broadway.’ 

The show is not given to elabo- 
rate scenic effects, nor does it need 
them, Production cost estimated 
about $80,000 plus losses during the 
try-out date. The Broadway en- 
sagement should win back the in- 
vestment for it is good entertain- 
ment. lhee. 








DID YOU READ 
LAST WEEK’S FRONT PAGE 
ARTICLE IN “VARIETY” on 

ANNUITIES and 

LIFE INSURANCE? 


90% of those mentioned pur- 
chased Annuities and Life In- 
surance through this office, 


There must be a reason! 


Let us show you how to pro- 
vide for that rainy day when 
you are no longer able to earn 
a decent income. 


For further details write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave., New York 
Phonest Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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THINK NBC -CBS 
HAVE ANTI 
RAID PACT 


An anti-star raiding pact similar 
to the major film studios’ agree- 
ment, is inferred to be unofficially 
existing between both of the major 
radio networks. NBC and CBS are 
reported in accord not to steal one 
another’s ether headliners in order 
to hold salaries down. That is 
where commercial accounts are not 
concerned. 

Circumstantial evidence is seen In 
Morton Downey and Bing Crosby, 
both ex-CBS radio satellites, being 
off the air. Downey rebelled at his 
$750 sustaining figure being cut to 
$350 and Crosby, after getting $750, 
was cut to $500 on his recent Cali- 
fornia visit (he is due back east in 
three weeks) and now refuses to 
accept $250 sustaining. Meanwhile, 
NBC has ignored both air names. 

In both these instances CBS con- 
tends that it was according both 
singers valuable air time, even 
though sustaining periods, as a 
buildup and that this enables them 
to collect $4,000 a week in theatres 
on personal appearances. 

Singers’ Plaint 

Singers both squawk that man- 
agerial contracts with the CBS art- 
ists’ services allows for a 20% cut 
in commish so that a $4,000 weekly 
theatre booking means $800 in com- 
mission to the network. In view 
of that income, the radio station 
should contribute more substantially 
for the sustaining programs, is their 
argument, inasmuch as it all reacts 
to mutual economic benefit. A sim- 
ilar percentage obtains when and if 
a commercial program is obtained. 

In the past CBS has taken such 
air personalities from NBC as Kate 
Smith, Boswell Sisters, Ted Husing 
and Vaughn DeLeath among others. 
NBC hasn’t done much talent-grab- 
bing- from CBS although NBC now 
would be in a good position to 
grab Downey and Crosby if so in- 
clined. It is known that Russ 
Columbo has been given the unusual 
assurance that NBC will not take 
on another crooner in competition 
with him. 

All these things go by the board, 
however, should a commercial spon- 
sor insist on a certain singer. Then 
both networks, whose _ principal 
business is that of selling time fa- 
cilities, must necessarily accede to 
any and all demands of the commer- 


cial users of their broadcasting 
facilities. 

Jacques Renard, who was with 
Downey and Tony Wons on the 
Camel period, also has his peeve at 
CBS’ indifferent attitude. He’s 
bound to CBS for six months but 


can’t get a commercial or sustain- 
ing, hence Renard is returning to 
his native Boston where he has a 
piece of the Mayfair club, a Bean- 
town nitery. 


v 





Machine Age 


Staff trumpet player at CBS 
on coming out of one studio as- 
signment found himself down 
on the callboard for a commer- 
cial audition scheduled to start 
in a few minutes. Rushing up 
to the hostess on the floor, he 
asked her where the so-and-so 
audition was being held and 
she tossed him a studio num- 
ber. He reached the designated 
studio just as the combo he 
found there were getting the 
signal to begin. 

He took his seat in the brass 
section and played right 
through the half-hour session 
before he discovered he was 
attending the wrong audition. 


— 














Art Linick, Radio Old 
Grad, Gets Tasty Yeast 


Sept. 19. 
enter- 
1923, | 


Chicago, 
veteran radio 
lainer who dates back to 
switches from WJJD where he 
spent th: summer to WBBM where 
he goes commercial for Tasty Yeast. 
After this week he will be a five | 
nights a week program at 5 p. m. 


Art Linick, 





Linick has done Dutch dialect 
®ince starting in radio’s antedilu- 
Vian era. In his new attempt he | 


will burlesque bed time stories and | 
pop songs, 
CHARLES ON ‘5 AND 10’ 

Perry Charles, the WHN an- 
nouncer and station manager, is | 
m.c.ing the disks which N. W. Ayér 
JS preparing at the Columbia studios | 


for ‘Kresge’s Five and Ten’ series 
of recorded programs to be dis- | 
tributed through the hinterland | 
station 

Ben Selvin's Columbia orchestra 
and Scrappy Lambert and Billy | 
Hillpot are alse on the waxed 


broads astings 


|and radio dates 


Price Quotations in 
‘Good Taste’ Okay New 
For NBC Commercials 


NBC has finally okayed price quo- 
tations over the air. It’s proper on 
that network now for an advertiser 
to mention the cost of product. But 
NBC will restrict the sponsor to one 
mention on a 15-minute program 
and two for any session running a 
half-hour or more. 

CBS’ rule on the price subject, 
which went into effect Thursday 
(15), permits two price quotations 
per quarter hour, three on a 30- 
minute affair and five during a full 
hour. 

NBC has elected to make no re- 
strictions on the length of a cus- 
tomer’s plug copy. That, it says, 
it will continue to leave to ‘good 
taste’ and what it considers ‘effec- 
tive radio.’ 


NO SALE FOR WCAO 
OR WFBR IN BALTO. 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 

Deal for an outside indie network 
to buy a local outlet fell through 
last week when WF'BR turned down 
their proposition. WFBR had been 
offered $16 a share for the control- 
ling number of papers. Previously 
WCAO, local CBS affiliate, rejected 
an offer from the same outfit for $30 
per share. 

Contacting has been done by a 
Jack Adams, representing a Philly 
and New York circuit, which is re- 
ported planning a radio disc net- 
work through the east and middle 
west. 


Wolf-St. Singer Agree, 
Settlement Near $35,000 


Ed Wolf, who holds a four years’ 
managerial contract with Arthur 
Tracy, and who sued the singer re- 
cently on the value of the contract 
between them, has _ settled for 
around $35,000. Of this $16,000 is 
reported in cash, the amount held 
in escrow dur.ag Tracy’s theatre 
bookings when the court ruled in 
Wolf’s favor and decided that his 
claimed one-third interest be set 
aside until final adjudication of the 
issues. 

Remainder of the settlement will 
be paid in installments, Wolf re- 
leasing Tracy from the remaining 
four years’ obligation an” also drop- 
ping all litigation. 

Tracy objected to paying 48% 
commission of which 331/3 went to 











Wolf, 10% to CBS and 5% to the 
circuit booking him. With his 
special stagehand and other ex- 


| penses, Tracy claimed 60c. of every 


$1 he earned went for commissions. 

A couple of dates booked by Wolf 
for Tracy on top of intensive stage 
involved 
in Newark and 


damage suits Ja- 


|; maica, L. I., when he failed to ap- 
| pear because of illness. 


These dates 


were for $100 for the night, the 
Street Singer complaining he had 


just been doing four and five shows 
that day, plus his regular broadcast, 
and was physically unable to ful- 
fill the engagements. 





Tracy in| 


| dec this the artists’ service got 


ALENT oQUAWKS 
UN GUT PRICES 


Anything to Land the Com- 
mercial, Complains the 
Minor Performer—No Re- 
gard for the Artist— 
Meeting Commercial’s 
Cut Bids Without a Battle 


TIED TO CONTRACTS 


To radio talent of non-star rating, 
the present broadcast season has 
started out w:th small cheer as re- 
gards salaries. Particularly is this 
true for those who are trying to sell 
themselves through the networks’ 
artists services. 

These performers, bound by ex- 
clusive representation contracts, are 
discovering to their dismay that the 
chain booking office is not only mak- 
ing no effort to maintain last sea- 
scn’s salary Sevels, but is inclined 
to yield to a commercial’s first bid, 
however out of line, for the smaller 
fry on the network’s management 
list. 

Network bureaus, complain the 
contract artists, seem to have em- 
karked on a policy that eliminates 
any vestige of haggling with the 
client. It’s gotten so that the mike 
entertainers involved are beginning 


to wonder whether the booking of- 
fice is representing their interests 
or those of the sponsor. For in- 
stance, if the commercial, or its 
agency rep, asks for a certain tenor, 
after several of this vocal register 
on the bureau’s list have been audi- 
tioned, and the customer, say, offers 
$25 a program, the network is said 
to readily nod its assent. Allegedly 
it then sets out to sell the artist on 
accepting the two-bit bid, regard- 
less of the fact that the warbler had 
heretofore been getting $50 or more 
per session. 


No Battle for Artist 


Only in rare instances now does 
the chain booker go back to the 
commercial and try to induce it to 
raise the ante. Instead, he is more 
likely to tackle the other available 
tenors on the service’s roster with 
voices similar in type to the lad 
originally picked and try to get 
one of those to accommodate the 
commercial’s 325 offer. 

Practice not only applies to new 
accounts but to commercials com- 
ing back to the network with the 
same type of show they had the sea- 
son before. Case in point, involving 
a soap account, occurred within the 
past week and gives a vivid insight 
into how the chain artists bureaus 
are now operating. 

After this account had signatured 
the time contract, it advised the net- 
work that it was in the market for 
a lyric tenor. Soap maker’s rep 
said he preferred the same warbler 
the program had last season but $50 
was the most he would pay. Time 
salesmen handling the deal, unaware 
of the fact that the designated tenor 
got $100 a program on the previous 
series, assured the account that the 
figure would be okay. But when he 
passed the quotation along to the 
artists’ service the oversight didn’t 
mean a thing to it and it proceeded 
te sell the tenor on the idea of 
taking the $50. 

Burning over the network’s lack 
of interest in his behalf, with the 
management contract it had over 
him tieing him up for a year to go, 
the tenor refused to listen to the 
bureau’s arguments and made a e¢all 
of his own on the commercial’s rep 
Visit wound up with the 
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fill Billy Tunes, Records, Drivel, 
Still Predominate Coast Ether 


y* ——_ 
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Jr. G. & S. 


Old Gallagher and Shean act 
may soon be heard on the air 


lanes. 
Sons of the team of Ed Gal- 
lagher (now dead) and Al 


Shean have been giving an au- 
dition by the NBC program 
board with that idea in mind. 


2 Military Schools 
Using Programs to 
Obtain New Cadets 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Thorpe Military Academy, spend- 
ing $450 a week for a local 15 min- 
utes on WBBM six nights a week 


has renewed for an additional four- 
week period. It’s the first military 
school to use radio to get cadets, 
although St. John’s Military Acad- 
emy of Delafield, Wis, t& following 
suit. 

One aspest of the experimental 
use of broadcasting is that the 
Thorpe school has quite expensive 
fees. Tuition is $1,400 a year with 
extras doubling that. Therefore, the 
prospective cadets must come from 
wealthy families, not generally re- 
garded as typical radio listeners. 

Program is a combined talk-action 
skit written by WBBM’s continuity 
department with Jack Daley imper- 
sonating the head of the school. 


RESIGNS AS NBC EXEC 
IN FAVOR OF THE MIKE 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 

An NBC ban on execs doubling 
as artists was put into effect this 
week and as a result Tom Hutchin- 
son has handed in his resignation as 
program manager for western net- 
work, effective Oct. 1. Hutchinson 
chose the mike instead of a swivel 
chair, preferring to do the lead in 
Wheatena’s nightly sketch, ‘Wheat- 
enaville, which goes on the air in 




















a Coast edition Sept. 26 for 16 
weeks. 
Hutchinson’s successor will be 


named this week, probably coming 
as a promotion from within local 
NBC ranks. 

Decision of NBC to limit Hutch- 
inson to one job is a result of last 
year’s ticklish situation when pro- 
gram director doubled between his 
exec desk and microphone in an- 
other Wheatena broadcast ‘Raising 


Junior, boosting himself to one of 
highest total salaries in western 
radio. There were multitudinous 


protests from within the organiza- 
tion, hence the decision to limit the 
ambitious radioist. 


Budget Cut Takes Mobiloil 
Off NBC After 5 Years 


Mobiloil, one of NBC's oldest cus- 
tomers, drops off the network after 
the Oct. 5 broadcast. Account has 
been on the chain’s books consis- 
tently since January, 1928. Vacuum 
Co., refiners of the Mobiloil product, 
recently put its advertising budget 
through a severe slashing and in- 
cluded the radio show as one of the 


items that would have to be discon- | 


tinued. 

David W. White, radio director for 
Vacuum and under whose super- 
vision the Mobiloil show has been 
| since its inception, leaves the outfit 
to join Nat Shilkret’s organization 


Jatter | 


agreeing to make it $75, but said he | 
| would first have to take it up with 


could 
him 


the check signer. Before he 


|} on the phone and assured him that 


it had a newcomer to the list 
would fill the bill perfectly. An au- 
dition was hastily arranged, and tiv 

50 candidate got the assignment. 


that} 


as business rep. 


STOOPNAGLE-BUDD’S SHORT 


Colonel Stoopnagle and Budd have 


been signatured to do a short fo) 
Warner Brothers, the first screen 
job for the ether comedy team 
Option is for two more subjects 


Sept. 19. 
Garden variety of radio entertain- 
ment that has stamped the coast as 
the country’s best hill billy section, 
is still being handed out by local 
Stations, despite yells and protests 
from the more sophisticated, but 
minor portion of the population. 

A once-over of an average day's 
radio prospects discloses that rec- 
ords, lectures, old time music and 
hill billy yodelers are still the main- 
stay of the western ether. 

From early morning to late at 
night, with the exception of the 
chain broadcasts, radio fans here 
have little choice of entertainment. 
From six to 10 a. m. 44 radio pro- 
grams broadcast from local stations 
include seven physical exercise in- 
structions, five broadcasts of Span- 
ish music, two ‘Beautiful Thoughts,’ 
four doctors, nine programs of rec- 
ords, three opportunities for public 
officials to tell how good they are, 
three programs of early morning 
cow barn garglers, five broadcasts 
billed as ‘talks,’ two book reviews, 
and seven orchestras. 

After 10, the radio day begins to 
brighten, but nothing that would 
make the ether fan do nip-ups 
comes out of the loud speaker, 


W hat—No Crooners? 


Until 4 p. m. the same stations let 
the public have an assortment of 
entertainment which includes lec- 
tures on agriculture, farm and fire- 
side, half a dozen military bands, 
news flashes, organ solos, religious 
lectures, Shakespearean lectures, 
more public officials, more records 
and more Spanish music. 

After that hour the 
brighter, with the chain programs 
coming through. However, stations 
without chain affiliations still carry 
on with the home-made brand of 
entertainment. In opposition to 
Paul Whiteman, Ben Bernie, Bos- 
well Sisters, Jack Pearl and other 
eastern radio names, the best the 
ecast can do is a continued mys- 
tery drama or an imitation Amos 
‘’ Andy or Burns and Allen. 

Several times weekly, mob broad- 
casts such as the ‘Blue Monday Jam- 
boree’ from KHJ, ‘Sunday Night 
High Jinks’ from KFWB and other 
non-continuity programs originat- 
ing here give the locals a chance to 
brag about their radio offerings. 

‘California Melodies,’ originating 
at KHJ, is still the only coast pro- 
gram going all the way east. That’s 
efter 10 years of broadcasting. 


Hollywood, 


air gets 


NBC, FRISCO, DROPPING 
SUNDRY AIR ARTISTS 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 
NBC will let out several chatter- 
ers, singers and instrumentalists 
this month. 

Slated to go are the Rembrandt 
Trio, fem musicians directed by Eva 
Garcia, who also bows out as piano 
soloist. Sings swan song today (19). 
Miss Garcie is wife of Howard Mil- 


holland recently deposed as _ pro- 
gram director and now managing 
KGA, Spokane. She will join him 
there. 

Tom Mitchell is another to get 
the blue slip. He xives up his sus- 
taining spots Sept. 24. Mrs. Luther 
Burbank, widow of the late botan- 


|} ical expert, concludes her ‘Garden 
| Walks’ and Wendell Bernheim with 





his ‘Traveltalks’ conclude Tuesday 
(20). 

tefa Miller, soprano, also leaving 
the network in favor of KFRC’s 
| Happy Go Lucky hour. Mary Wood 


replaces latter as ‘Miss Associated’ 


on weekly Saturday night Spot- 
light Revue,’ 
Hunt Celebs in Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 19 

Union Central program is slated 
to return to Chicago for originatior 
Oct. 9. Program ‘ stage ames 
and guest stars. 

J. Walter Thompson ageney will 
vorry about the talent supply ina 
town not over pientiful with same. 
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East 


Pie Plant Pete (Claude Moye), 
who hilly-billies on an NBC morn- 
ing network from WTAM, Cleve- 
land, worked last week despite a 
bad cold, for which he and the an- 
nouncer apologized. 

Frank King Singiser, Jr., ; 
announcer and the ‘Col. Goodbody 
on the A. & P. programs, is on a 
honeymoon to Paris and London 
with his bride, the former Mary A. 
Thomas of Syracuse. ; 

Frank Tours has had his sustain- 
ing ‘Gems of Yesterday and Today 
renewed by NBC for four more 
weeks. 

Monte Hackett, impresario on the 
Lucky Strike program for Lord & 
Thomas, making it four weeks at 
Hot Springs. 

Alice Joy, for the Fisher grocery 
chain on WTAM, Cleve, flew for 
a Boston broadcast and back the 
next day to fill her daily stint. 


Richard Warburton has the hero 
special investigator assignment in 
the ‘Fu Manchu’ cast (CBS). 

James Melton, NBC tenor, is quit- 
ting his penthouse for a quiet house 
in the country. 

Donald Novis, whose father died 
recently on the Coast, is returning 
to California next month for a four- 
week vacash to visit with his fam- 
ily. This will interrupt his UBC 
‘and Paramount theatre, N. Y., con- 
tract, although he'll probably air 
from the Coast. 

Harry Barris is tieing in with Hal 
Horne’s ‘Mickey: Mouse’ campaign 
in behalf of United Artists for a 
radio plug. 


Mid-West 


Boy Scouting and without any 
publicity, WBBM entertainers per- 
formed for the patients at Chicago’s 
Speedway Hospital. Those co-oper- 
ating were Myrt and Marge, the 
Four Norsemen, Gene and Charley, 
Frank Westphal; Billy White, Har- 
riet Cruze and Hal Parks. 


Fio Gardner returns to W4JJD, 
Chicago, for a mystifaction inter- 
lude. 


Elaborate auditions to prove what 
instruments brought canaries’ sing- 
ing out the best proved nothing. 
Two groups of canaries are com- 
mercially sponsored on WBBM, 
Chicago, by bird seed merchants. 
Piano-violin and _ piano-vibratone 
combes used resp ctively. If any- 
one cares, a canary is said to be 
aged at 10 years. 

Nate Caldwell, radio author-con- 
sultant, has barred himself from 
enjoying the football season in Chi- 
cago by returning to the micro- 
phone as an actor after an absence 
of three years. He will be busy 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 
days. 

Gerald Altfillish, who was radio 
Operator for the ‘Flying Hutchison’ 
family, used to be a control man at 
WBBM, Chicago. 


JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Gem Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 














Management M. C. A. 

















‘ (TENOR) 
Featured on the Sweetheart Soap 
program every Wednesday, 11:45 
A.M., WIZ. . 
Management of 
NBC ARTIST BUREAU 









RAYMOND PAIGE 


Musical Director KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 
Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 














Peom ert 


NBC | 


PEs itt CesttT: tii 


A 14-year-old Amarillo, Texas, 
| boy, Aubrey Brown, is claimed to be 
the nation's youngest licensed 


broadcast operator. 

J. Leslie Fox has joined WSM, 
Nashville, as commercial manager. 
Comes from KFA, Wichita. 

Bill Pape, WAPI, Birmingham, 
due in New York in a few days. 

Bill Young, WBRC, Birmingham, 
has given up his room at a down- 
town hotel and is living "way out In 
the sticks. 

Freddie Friedmann will replace 
Ray Bahr at Seville Tavern, taking 
his spot on WHAS, Louisville. Bahr 
goes to Fort Nelson. 

Asher Sizemore and Jimmy re- 
turned from vacation in the moun- 
tains and goes back on WHAS 
Oct. 19. 


Joe Eaton, chief announcer of 


WHAS, Louisville, on vacation in 
Omaha. 
Davidons Taylor, announcer 


WHAS, Louisville, 
male chorus. 


working up a 





West 


KSL is 50-kilowatt plant nearing 
completion. 

King Sisters, KSL harmony act, 
competing in NBC-RKO talent 
quest. 

Salt Lake, long without a book- 
ing agency, now has the KDYL 
artists’ bureau. 

WoOc, Central Broacasting Co. 
unit, was off the air for the first 
time in eight years, due to an arma- 
ture burning out. 

Vance Graham, KOA, Denver, an- 
nouncer, and his mother were in- 
jured when their car turned over. 








Tracy Gives In on 
Those 4 and 5 a Day 


Doing four and five shows a day 
has proved too much for Arthur 
Tracy. CBS Artists Service, as a 
result of the warbler's plea, is lay- 
ing off booking him for personal ap- 
pearances for the next six weeks. 
Tracy was set into the Para- 
mount, New York, last Friday (16), 
but Publix agreed to the cancella- 
tion. When the Boswell Sisters 
vacation Sent. 29, Tracy will take 
over one of their Chesterfield pro- 
grams, making it three a week for 
himself. 





KFRC’s New 3 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 
KFRC has a trio of new accounts. 
Olympte Oil Co. this week begins 10 
weeks of revived football games, 
done by Rush Hughes with sound 
effects, etc., on the air every Friday 
night. 


Durkee Famous Foods Co., on 
NBC up until last month, has 
bought two 15-minute periods 


weekly on Happy Go Lucky Hour, 
daily matinee program. Pabst 
Cheese is sponsoring Pat Frayne, 
sports ed of p. m. ‘Call-Bulletin,’ in 
a weekly sport chat. 


WALD-MILTON NOVEL 
Jerry Wald, ex-radio editor of the 
now defunct N. Y. ‘Graphic,’ has 
written a novel in collaboration with 
Paul Milton, which Alfred H, King 
will probably publish this fall. Title 
is ‘Hot Air.’ 

It’s a story on Rudy Vallee, thin- 
ly disguished, with the lowdown on 
the crooner’s private life. 








ROBERTS IN POLITICS 
Seattle, Sept. 19. 

Joe toberts, broadcasting the 
‘Seattlite’ daily over KPCB, a fea- 
ture of which is a review of the 
shows he likes, with nothing said 
about the others, was nominated by 
the Democrats for representative in 
the state legislature. 

Roberts also publishes a 
theatre guide. 


local 





‘BETTY BOOP’S’ AUDITION 


Max Fleisher put his ‘Betty Boop’ 


set of screen cartoon characters 
through the paces of an audition for 
NBC. 

Network has a commercial look- 








ing for a kid program and tried to 
interest it in the novelty. 
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“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 


Laurel and Hardy Spurn 
Lucky Strike Air Offer 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Laurel and Hardy have turned 
down an offer to be a regular air 
feature on the NBC Lucky Strike 
program. 

Say that so far as they are con- 
cerned the ether is an unknown 
quantity. 


ETHERIZED OPERETTAS, 
MUSICALS BY LUCKIES 


Lucky Strike may turn to ether- 
ized versions of operettas and mu- 
sical comedies for its Saturday 
night sessions, starting off the in- 
novation with a score and book 
written expressively for it. 

This show, slated to run a full 

hour, is now in the process of audi- 
tion, with the cast made up of Hugo 
Mariani and a 14-piece symphony 
orchestra, Evelyn Herbert, Robert 
Halliday, Walter Wolfe, Blossom 
Seeley and Walter O'Keefe. No 
chance, however, of the operetta 
idea getting an hour within the next 
four weeks, while Monte Hackett, 
the account’s impresario, is spend- 
ing his vacation at Hot Springs, 
Ark. 
Jack Pearl, highlight of the 
Thursday evening affair, has had 
his contract renewed for another 
four weeks. Extension came through 
on the second week of a four stanza 
booking. 


Boswells Take Vacash 
At Doc’s Suggestion 


Boswell Sisters step out of the 
Chesterfield program on CBS Sept. 
29 for a vacation, and are not slated 
to return until Oct, 17. During 
their absence the trio’s twice week- 
ly stint will be split between Ruth 
Etting and Arthur Tracy. 
Meanwhile, the sisters have can- 
celled all their theatre dates, includ- 
ing six weeks for Loew. Connie 
Boswell’s voice has been bothering 
her and the doctor urged her to 
take a layoff. 


WAPI’s Full Time 


Birmingham, Sept. 19. 

WAPI on Oct. 1 will adopt a flat 
full time sustaining agreement with 
NBC, giving the station the right 
to any program the network has to 
offer which is not commercial. 
WAPI for the last several years 
has been on a part time schedule 
with NBC, paying the network $25 
an hour for evening programs and 
$12.50 for day programs. Under 
the new arrangement the station 
will pay approximately $1,500 a 
month. 


Novis’ Lost Weight 


Donald Novis has asked to be 
permitted to drop out for a week 
at the Paramount, New York, next 
week (23) in order to regain some 
lost poundage. 

Publix wants Novis to sign for 
10 more weeks on top of the 10 
already set at $500 a week. 


CROSBY’S 2, THEN EAST 


Bing Crosby, current at the Par- 
amount, ’Frisco, makes Oakland and 
Los Angeles in sequence and then 
hops east by plane to negotiate 
with two air commercials on the 
tapis. 

The crooner has severed with CBS 
on sustaining, owing to the nominal 
$250 offered him. 


NBC TAKES GAYLORD 


Chester Gaylord, chief announcer 
for Station WTAG, Worcester, 
Mass., who has appeared in New 
York and Boston as a radio singer, 
has signed with the NBC Artists’ 
Service. 

He will continue with WTAG. 


BAYER’S ADDED 13 


Bayer’s Aspirin has taken another 
13 weeks of the Sunday night 
‘American Album of Familiar Mu- 
sic,’ with Gus Haenschen’s orches- 
tra, Frank Munn, Veronica Wiggin 
and Bertrand Hirsch. Renewal is 
effective Oct. 16. 

Commercial will continue 
same 39-station lineup. 

Investors Syndicate Back 
Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Investors Syndicate, which last 
year presented Jack Pettis orches- 
tra, starts its new season Oct. 9 
with with an entirely new talent 
line-up from WBBM. 

Frank Westphal’s orchestra, Phil 
Poterfield, Thara Martins and the 
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Three Norsemen are scheduled. 
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Little Bits from the Air 











While Ferde Grofe was making 
his debut on Lucky Strike, Freddie 


Rich, maestroing The Columbians, 
the CBS’ institutional orchestra, 
was simultaneously performing 


Grofe’s ‘Huckelberry Finn.’ 

Rich's Columbians are fast devel- 
cping as a CBS musical mainstay, 
even to the degree that they can re- 
peat such novelty numbers as ‘A 
Musical Tour of New York’ et al, 
and impress quite favorably. Un- 
doubtedly these repeats are the re- 
sult of requests. 





Saturday after midnight the ‘Cali- 
fornia Melodies’ half hour comes 
from Los Angeles via KHJ, the key 
station of the Don Lee chain, which 
is the Pacific slope affiliate of the 
CBS. It's a melodic popular half 
hour with Ray Paige’s orchestra 
and vocal soloists doing their stuff 
in engaging fashion, notably Vera 


Van, a songstress whose rendition 
of Irving Berlin’s latest, ‘Say It Isn't 
So,’ augurs well for her microphonic 
future. 

Immediately thereafter, Ted Fio- 
rito from the Hotel St. Francis, San 
Francisco, is picked up on a na- 
tional NBC hookup, coming through 
in equally fetching fashion. 

There aren't many outstanding 
dansapators on the Coast but the 
few that are prominent around L. 
A. and Frisco are on a par with 
any. 





Playing for Loew’s, fn Baltimore, 
this week, Borah Minevitch was 
picked up from WBAL, Balto, on 
an NBC (WJZ in New York) hook- 
up with his Harmonica Rascals, 
This time, although billed for 30 
mins., he did only 15 Sunday night 
at 8:30 and looks as if the studio 


(Continued on page 54) 





Boost KOIL Director 
For Open Commish Spot 


Council Bluffs, Ia., Sept. 19. 
John M. Henry, director of KOIL 
and former managing editor of the 
Council Bluffs (Ia.) ‘Nonpareil,’ has 
been recommended to President 
Hoover to fill the fourth zone va- 
cancy on the Federal Radio Com- 
mission. The opening was created 
by resignation of General Salzman 
of Des Moines several months ago. 
Members of the commission re- 
ceive $8,400 a year, plus expenses. 
With five members eligible to the 
board, the economy bill passed by 
the last session of Congress per- 
mits the President to leave the post 
vacant. 


CBS-WGN RENEWAL DUE; 
NO INTEREST IN WHN 


Negotiations are now on for a re- 
newal of the franchise contract held 
by CBS with WGN, the Chicago 
‘Tribune’ outlet. Agreement cur- 
rently in effect doesn’t expire until 
Nov. 4, but the network is anxious 
to settle the matter as early as pos- 
sible, so that it will know just what 
its Chi release status will be for the 








next year. 
When NBC scooped up WMAQ, 
the Chicago ‘News’ transmitter, 


early last fall, the opposition chain 
found itself suddenly deprived of its 
only full-time Chicago release. 
Other Chi outlet on the Columbia 
list, WBBM, is owned outright by 
the network, but the station shares 
time with KFAB, Lincoln, Neb. As 
the result of this situation Columbia 
worked out a deal with WGN 
whereby the ‘Trib’ ether mouthpiece 
ceded three hours of evening time 
for a flat guarantee of $3,000 a week, 
with the contract on the year bring- 
ingWGN from the network source a 
total of $156,000. 

Columbia has dropped all interest 
in taking over WHN, the 250-watter 
atop the Loew State Theatre build- 
ing, New York. Loew circuit, own- 
ers of WHN, a couple of months 
ago approached William S. Paley 
with the proposition of his acquiring 
the transmitter and using it to ex- 
ploit CBS acts that looked like good 
stage materia. Deal would also give 
CBS first call on talent booked by 
the Loew circuit, but Paley states 
he wasn’t interested. 





OVERBOARD ON REMOTES 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Tom Coakley’s Roosevelt Hotel 
orchestra switches its remote con- 
trol broadcasts from KHJ to KNX. 
Former is overboard on remote 


controls, with Ted Fiorita’s com- 
bination on nightly from the St. 
Francis, San Francisco, and Ted 


Dahl's outfit locally from Grand 


Hotel, Santa Monica. 





Gibbons for Elgin 
Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Elgin Watch will return to the 
air in October with Floyd Gibbons 
as its attraction. One-eyed speed 
talker will probably draw upon his 
own adventures for material. 


Program was sold by Chicago 
NBC but will originate in New 
York. Agency is Lord, Thomas & 
Logan. 





4 NEW ONES, 1 REPEAT 
ON CBS’ NEW BIZ LIST 


Four new ones and a repeater 
have been added to the CBS list. 
Biggest money account of the lot is 
the Detroit White Lead and Paint 
Works with a lineup of 40 sta- 
tions. Remaining trio takes in the 
California Walnut Growers’ Asso- 
cia, Carborundum Company and 
Amaco Oil of Baltimore. 

Oil session, which goes on Thurs- 
day night (22), will have the Ar- 
thur Pryor band and Jay C. Flip- 
pen sharing headline honors. After 
the first five weeks the program 
shifts to a Saturday night release, 
California Walnut will go out from 
the Coast over 34 stations for a 
half hour each Thursday night 
starting Oct. 6. It’s obligated for 
a minimum of 13 weeks. 

Detroit White Lead will bring 
‘Smiling’ Ed oO’Connell out of 
WKRC, Cincinnati, every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning starting this 
week (20). Plays seven consecutive 
weeks and is slated to come back 
for nine more March 6. Account 
was formerly on the NBC books. 

Carborundum- sponsorship’ will 
take a Niagara Falls band over 
the basic Columbia link each Sat- 
urday night starting Nov. 12, It’s 
down for a half-hour clocking and 
a 13-week stretch. 


Benchley-Gargan M.C.’s 
For ‘Hollywood on Air’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Robert Benchley and William 
Gargan will be the permanent m.c.’s 
of Radio Pictures’ ‘Hollywood on the 
Air,’ alternating weekly. Former is 
under contract to the studio as a 
writer, and latter as a player. 

Gargan has been m.c’ing for the 
last two programs, but Benchley has 
yet to make an air appearance on 
this bill. 
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New Preevam Cale Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first time, or resuming commercially 





TUESDAY, SEPT. 20 
‘Smiling’ Ed O’Connell (CBS). 
Detroit White Lead and Paint 
Works is releasing the warbling- 
patter single over 40 stations, in- 
eluding the Don Lee link. Origi- 
nates from WKRC, Cincinnati. 
Coming through WABC, N. Y., 


Tues. and Thurs., 11.30 to 11.45 a. m. 


THURSDAY, SEPT. 22 

‘Amoco Revels’ (CBC). Spon- 
gored by Amoco Oil Co. of Balti- 
more, featuring Arthur Pryor’s band 
and Jay C. Flippen, m.c. Hookup 
‘takes in 12 stations in east and 
near south but does not include the 
CBS N. Y. key. Originates from 
network’s N. Y. studios from 8.30 
to 9 p. m. weekly, 


FRIDAY, SEPT. 
‘Christy Walsh’s Football Show’ 
«CBS). Sponsored by General Foods, 
combining gridiron guest stars, dra- 
matic episodes from football history 
and musical interludes. Originates 
from WABC, N. Y., 9 to 9.30 p. m., 
EST. 


23 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 25 

‘Big Ben’s Dream Dramas’ (NBC). 
Sponsored by Western Clock Co. 
Resumes after summer layoff over 
basic red, KSTP, WTMJ, KOA, 
KSL, KPO and KECA. Originates 
—— WIZ, N. Y., 5.30 to 5.45 p. m., 

ike 


MONDAY, SEPT 26 


‘Easy Acese (CBS). Lavoris 
Chemical Co. resumes Goodman Ace 
and his wife, Jane,, with the bridge 
table patter, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Originates from Chi- 
cago, WBBM, 9.15. to 9.30 p. m., 
CST. 

‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ (CBS). Cow- 
boy script show sponsored by Heck- 
er H-O Co., Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, with separate program pro- 
duced on coast for western stations. 
Originates WABC, N. Y., 5 to 5.15 
Pp. m., EST. 

‘Dromedary Caravan’ (NBC). Kid 
script show dealing with desert life 
and sponsored by Hill Bros. Co., 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday. Origi- 


nates from WJZ, N. Y., 5.15 to 5.30 
p. m, EST. 
‘Fu Manch’ (CBS). Campagna 


Italian Balm introduces the Sax 
Rohmer series on the air. Orig- 
inates from the network’s Chicago 
studios, coming through W ABC, 
N. Y., 8.45 p. m. EST. 


TUESDAY, SEPT. 27 

“Seketary Hawkins’ (NBC). Spon- 
sored by Ralston Purina Co. Juve 
script serials, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday, originating from WEAF, 
N. Y., 5.30 to 5.45 p. m., EST. 

‘Kraft Phenix Table Talks’ (NBC). 
Kraft Phenix Cheese Co., presenting 
Mrs. A. M. Goudiss, culinary expert, 
and instrumental ensemble. Origi- 
nates from WEAF, N. Y., 11 to 11:15 
a. m., EST. 

‘Abe Lyman’s Round-the- Town’ 


ANSON WEEKS 


And His ORCHESTRA 
NOW IN Sth YEAR AT 
HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Broadcasting Nightly 
©.B.8. COAST NETWORK 
Lucky Strike Dance Hoar 

Semi-Monthly 


Exclusive Management 
Music Corporation of America 
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(CBS). Sterling Products, makers 
of Phillips Magnesia Toothpaste, re- 
turns the Lyman band and Frances 
Langford on a Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday slate. Originates from 
WABC, N. Y., 8.15 to 8.30 p. m. EST. 


SUNDAY, OCT, 2 


‘Monarch Brand Melodies’ (NBC). 
Reed Murdock & Co., Chicago food 
packers, using studio combo and 
vocalists. Originates from network's 
Chi studios, coming through WJZ, 
N. Y., 2 to 2.30 p. m., EST. 

‘Blue Coal Revue’ (CBS). Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna and Western R. 
R., combining script and musical 
entertainment. Originates from 
WABC, N. Y., 5.30 to 6 p. m., EST. 

‘Three Bakers’ (NBC). Standard 
Brands resumes this singing and 
comedy trio. Originates from WJZ, 
N. Y., 7.30 to 7.45 p. m., EST. 


TUESDAY, OCT. 4 

‘Lady Esther Serenade’ (NBC). 
Lady Esther cosmetics starts Wayne 
King’s band on a once weekly eve- 
ning series in addition to the Sun- 
day matinee session. Originates 
from Chicago, coming through 
WEAF, N. Y., 8.30 to 9 p. m., EST. 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 5 

‘Captain Diamond’ (CBS). Dra- 
matic sketch sponsored by General 
Foods for Diamond Crystal Salt. 
Originates from WABC, N. Y., 8 to 
8.30 p. m. Hookup limited to N. Y., 
Boston, Springfield, Baltimore, 
Rochester, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Cincinnati. 


THURSDAY, OCT. 6 


‘Maxwell House Showboat’ (NBC). 
Presented by General Foods with 
Hall Johnson choir, Jules Bledsoe, 
Lanny Ross, January & Molasses, 
Annette Henshaw, Don  $Vorhess 
Orch. and dramatic cast of five. 
Hookup of 54 stations. Originates 
from WJZ, N. Y., 9 to 10 p. m. 

‘California Melodies’ (CBS). Spon- 
sored by the California Walnut 
Growers’ Assn., over 34 stations. 
Originates from the coast ana clear- 
ing through WABC, N, Y., 9.30 to 
10 p. m, 


TOO MANY KEYS 


Old WENR Studios Were Con- 
venient and Popular 











Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Former WENR $s studios 
Civic opera building will henceforth 
be guarded against the unlicensed 
use of the premises by radio acts. 
Building discovered last week that 
an almost continuous string 
actors were just walking in and 


using the handsome studios at their 


leisure, 

It appears that everyone in town 
had a key to the studios and were 
availing’ themselves of the conven- 
ience. WENR meanwhile has been 
moved to the NBC Merchandise 
Mart headquarters for over a year. 

Nobody might have noticed or 
cared about the free use of the 
WENR halls until the rival network 
actors started to show up with keys. 
Columbia actors rehearsing free in 
an NBC station inevitably brought 
exposure, 

Finally a uniformed guard was 
stationed to count the key-holders 
and in the interim new locks were 
placed on all the doors. 

NBC has no direct connection 
with the old WENR studio and at 
the end of this month is free of its 
lease obligation on the old 180 N. 


-Michigan quarters. 





M-R’s Trio 


Mills-Rockwell has two new art- 
ists under its wing, Annette Hen- 
shaw, phonograph recording artist, 
being set with Maxwell House cof- 
fee’s new ‘Showboat’ program, and 
Sheila Barrett, currently at the 
Central Park Casino, New York. 

Also signed is Jean Ruby (nee 
Boaz), who's set with NBC, 

“WHO's ‘Pac J Acts 
Des Moines, Iowa, Sept. 19. 

Central Broadcasting’s WHO has 
new sustaining feature in Mardi 
Gras Nite Club. 

Program will acts from the 
Paramount theatre here. 





use 








voices.” 


pretative ability.” 


1776 Broadway, 





EDDIE MILLER 


CARDINAL HAYES—“A real he-man’s voice.” 
GEORGE M. COHAN—“One of America’s finest 


PAUL WHITEMAN—“Possesses artistic 


WILL ROGERS—“A real canary.” 


For Radio, BEN ROCKE 


New York 


inter- 


in the 


of 





| Skillet’ 
jand 
; term contract with Armour. 
| will m. c. a new weekly half-hour 











; Procter and Gamble 


Socialists’ Loss Is 
Freethinkers’ Gain 
The Hague, Sept. 10. 

The radio muddle in Holland is 
getting worse daily. As if there 
were not already enough different 
broadcasting societies, who each for 
itself wants as much as possible of 
the radio-cake, a new one has put 
in appearance calling itself the 
Freethinkers. The minister for pub- 
lic works has allotted them a few 
hours per week and the socialist 
VARA has to give up part of its 
time to the new broadcaster. 

Notwithstanding jealousy of other 
broadcasters and unfair treatment 
by government the AVRO maintains 
not only its popularity but also its 
financial status. 


Barnes’ Step-Up No 
Slight on Stebbins, 
Chicago NBC Avers 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Advancement of Pat Barnes to 
the time formerly devoted to the 
Stebbins Boys prompted supposi- 
tion here that Swift was to drop 
the Stebbins program. Meat-pack- 
ers were thought to be still peeved 
over the Phillips Lord ‘Country 
Doctor’ incident. 

Any such interpretation is con- 
tradicted by NBC. It only means 
that Pat Barnes has been promoted 
and not that the other Swift pro- 
gram is being slighted. 

Stebbinses keep their original 
7:45-8 p.m. time for three nights a 
week and get a later scheduling two 
other nights. Barnes, who has been 
a noonday turn, steps into the eve- 
ning class Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 


BIG PROGRAM RIVALRY 
FOR CHEVROLET ACC’T 


Auditioning of programs for Chev- 
rolet is keeping both national net- 
works busy, with the rivalry for 
the account getting hotter as it goes 
along. Columbia’s latest combina- 
tion, which NBC is trying to top, is 
the grouping of Morton Downey, 
Col. Stoopnagle and Budd and a 
Freddie Rich orchestra. 

Toward that end NBC tomorrow 
(21) is piping into the auto com- 
pany’s Detroit plant an audition of 
Al Jolson from Hollywood and the 
Fred Waring band from Cleveland. 
Four Marx Brothers’ act, submitted 
three weeks ago on a disc recording 
by CBS, has been turned down by 
the account. 

Three other recent units put on 
by NBC for the car maker's selec- 
tion had Fannie Brice, an Erno 
Rapee symphony combo and a male 
chorus of 16 voices in one; Bea- 














trice Lillie, Frank Crumit and an /j 


Andy Sannella dance unit in an- 
other; while the third offered an or- 
chestra under Frank Tours, Jim Mc- 
Williams doing the m. ¢. James 
Melton, Peggy Healey and the Hum- 
ming Birds. Still another program 
NBC has slated for a Chevrolet 
hearing offers Donald Novis, the 
Men About Town quartet and a 35- 
piece orchestra directed by Gus 
Haenschen. 

Alfred Newman’s UA studio or- 
chestra will back up Jolson. 





Maxwell’s Big Cast 


Maxwell House’s ‘Showboat’ pro- 
gram makes its bow over NBC Oct. 
6. It’s slated for a half hour each 
Thursday night for 13 weeks, with 
the cast made up of the Hall John- 
son Choir, Jules Bledsoe, Lanny 
Ross, January and Molasses, An- 
nette Henshaw, the Don ‘Vorhees 
orchestra, and a five-person dra- 
matic troupe. 

In addition to the basic red the 
program will get a release through 
WTMJ, Milwaukee; KSTP, St. Paul- 
Minneapolis; KOA, KDYL, KFSD, 
KTAR, and the southeast, southcen- 
tral, southwest, and Orange west- 
coast supplamentarion. 


East- aidan | Set 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 
and Dumke, ‘Sisters of the 
flew into town last week 
affixed their signatures to a 
Team 





East 


| program every Friday starting 
| Sept. 30. 

Program will originate in Chicago 
where East and Dumke first gained 
|lradio popularity. They were wit! 


last year, 
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Number of records for continuous service, et are held by attaches 

and artists of WHAZ, Troy, N. Y., which celebrated its 10th anniversary 
last week. 


Rutherford Hayner, program director and announcer for the station 
since it opened, is believed to have filled these posts for a longer period 
of uninterrupted service than that of any person connected with a trans- 
mitter in the U. S. Hayner is managing editor of the Troy ‘Times. One 
of his jobs is the training of R.P.I. undergraduates to be announcers. 
Irving Gordon’s Domino Club orchestra, which furnished the first pro- 
gram for the station on Sept. 10, 1922, and which played on last week’s 
anniversary broadcast, may be the oldest radio dance orchestra still 


whipping out tunes, WHAZ is the country’s pioneer college station, 





Floyd Gibbons’ peeve against NBC has been brewing for some time, 
but the strained relations didn’t come to a head until Monday (12) when 
John Royal, NBC program head, shot him a wire rebuking the corre- 
spondent-announcer for the way he handled the American Legion con- 
vention broadcast from Portland, Ore., the previous evening. 

Royal’s telegram ordered Gibbons to cut out the editorial comment 
and stick to straight announcing. Network officials did another burnup 
the next night when during the cross-country hookup on the Legion 
banquet Gibbons slipped in his personal reaction to Attorney General 
Mitchell's report on the B. E. F. riots. Opinion expressed by the an- 
nouncer, the network felt, put it in an embarrassing spot with the Wash- 
ington administration. 





Refused permission to broadcast U. S. C. football games this fall, KNX, 
Los Angeles, went on the air on two successive nights with air editorials 
in which vague references were made to ‘telling the inside. On the 
third day station officials were called into conference by university execu- 
tives and the ban was withdrawn 

KNX was one of the stations turned down when the college decided 
only to grant the privilege to stations approved by newspapers. 

Also getting football broadcasting permission are the two chain sta- 
tions KHJ (CBS) and KFI (NBC), and KFAC the ‘Daily News’ station. 
There is also a possibility that the Warner station, KFWB, tied with the 
‘Examiner,’ will be included. KNX will also broadcast all of the Notre 
Dame games from wire dispatches from South Bend. 





Paul Whiteman found himself eased out of an embarrassing spot on 
his parting with Mildred Bailey by one of those last minute quirks. Not- 
withstanding the strafned relations existing between the pair, the war- 
blers’ p. a. so maneuvered things that the bandman could not do other 
than agree to a suggested farewell party. 

As the p. a. had it framed Miss Bailey, among other trimmings going 
with the party, would present Whiteman with a gold cigarette case. Two 
days before the scheduled party, however, the NBC Artists’ Service got 
a call for a quick name booking and it suggested Miss Bailey. Engage- 
ment opened her in Baltimore the next day. 





Ingenuous CBS build-up for the Campana Corp.’s radio inauguration 
of Sax Rohmer’s ‘Fu Manchuw’ stories in dramatized form over the air, is 
a pseudo ‘personal’ letter—an obvious mimeographed form—signed by 
the author and mailed from London, addressed to the radio editors. It 
apprises of Rohmer’s sailing Sept. 15 on the ‘Majestic’ for New York, 
where he arrives the 22d. That night, at the St. Moritz hotel, CBS is 
staging a stag shindig for the radio eds with Rohmer present. First of 
the series goes on the air Sept. 26. 





Talent for sustaining programs is good for about six months on a 
specified period. This is the opinion of Coast broadcasters. Adhering 
to this belief, California stations have adopted a policy of rotating acts 
every six months with changes in the spring and late fall. 

Broadcasters contend that the semi-annual shift builds a better 
lowing for commercials. 


fol- 





One radio songster pays off his gratitude to his barber, hote] bellhops, 
etc., by writing passes for the theatre he’s working at. That’s in lieu 


of tips. 





2 Stations for Akron 
With WJW Moving In 


Akron, O., Sept. 19. 
Plan to move WJW, owned by | 
John F. Weimer of Mansfield and | 
operated as the Mansfield Broad- | 
casting Co. from Mansfield to) 
Akron next month has been an-| 
neunced by Weimer. His announce- | — 
ment followed the ruling of the} 
Federal Radio Commission grant- 
ing permission, a reversal of a for- 
mer decision. | 
WJW retains its present power of |©& 
100 watts. It has no network af- 
filiation. Akron’s only station op- 
erating at present is WADC, af- 
filiated with CBS. 
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MOVING MRS. CROWE AT Lk 
San Francisco, Sept. 19. 

Jean Campbell Crowe moved by 
NBC from artists’ bureau to a post 
in charge of program traffic at local 
studios. Merton Bories promoted 
to Mrs. Crowe’s former job. 

Both are ex-KPO execs, recently 
absorbed by network. 
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KGFJ’s ‘Shipwreck’ 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Jack Carrington is writing ‘Ship- 
wreck,’ which will be serialized over 
KGFJ as a sustaining feature. 













WED. 10 P.M.—SAT., 9 P.M., E.S.T. 


Management 


THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
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VARIETY 


a ne 


HAS THE THEATRE GONE To! TESS GARDELLA 


SLEEP? 
Gilbert Seldes, affirmative 
Hiram Motherwell, negative 
Debate 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 


If the theatre hasn't then cer- 
tainly a large percentage of the 
listeners must have by the time 


these lads got through having their 
say What started out as a cross- 
ing of opinion and arguments 
wound up as a not very interesting 
lecture on the technique of modern 
stage acting and its better known 
practitioners, 

Irom the 
Motherwill, 


voice angle Hiram 
editor of ‘The Stage,’ 
and author of a flock of books on 
the theatre, ran away with the 
honors. But that was only by com- 
parison with the piping voice of his 
opponent, who wrote ‘The Seven 
Live!y Arts’ and who off and on 
has done play reviewing for dailes 
and mags. Seldes’ current journal- 
is with the Hearst 


istic connection 
string for whom he's doing a 
column on the serious things of 
life. 

In his opening argument Seldes 
went heavy on the wisecracks, the 
quips and epigram. Only they 


The theatre, said 
he, is not falling asleep; it’s dying. 
Why? Because the theatre au- 
diences are either at the pictures 
or at home listening to their radios. 
Both of these are mechanical gad- 
gets and Americans like anything 
that implies machinery. Once the 
theatre represented the best things 
in life, but now, Seldes asservated, 
the people are looking to the pic- 
tures and radio for these inspira- 
tions. 

Can't be so, retorted Motherwell, 
when the mike finally became his. 
If the theatre is sleepy or dead 
Broadway, which is ‘the’ theatre, 
would be dead. But Broadway has 
several swell plays and to back up 
his point the defender of the stage 
we-t on to point out several ex- 
amples of good plays and acting on 
tap. He cited Ruth Gordon in 
‘Here Today’; Claude Rains in ‘The 
Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ and 
‘Best Years,’ and unrecled a brief 
synopsis of each play's plot. 

On the rebuttal Seldes granted 
that a few good plays have in re- 
cent years been produced, but he 
contended that these were insignifi- 
cant as compared to the mass of 
junk legit has tried to feed to the 
public. Trouble with the theatre, 
he argued, was that it was trying 
to compete with the films and radio 


weren't so funny. 


and had cheapened itself in the 
process, 
Producers, he said, have been 


motivated by the thought that if 
they produced a hit they could sell 
it to pictures and playwrights by 
the hope that if they wrote a suc- 
cessful one they would be called 
to Hollywood. Theatre, Seldes de- 
clared, would never get far until 
its people have faith in themselves 
and believed in their stuff. It has 
been drained of its worst elements, 
averred the columnist, and it just 
has to be waked up. 


Next 15 minutes had Motherwell 
on a lecture analyzing the acting 
of such players as Katherine Hep- 
burn,- Paul Muni, A, E. Matthews, 
Osgood Perkins, Ruth Gordon and 
Katherine Alexander. Others pre- 
viously mentioned also came in for 
an added dissertation on _ their 
mummery talents. He couldn't be- 
lieve, concluded Motherwell, that 
with all this talent available the 
theatre could be called sleeping, 
dying or dead. 

Verbal exchange was one of a 
regular Friday evening series com- 
ing under the heading of ‘The 
Forum,’ with S. Theodore Garnick, 
a New York lawyer, the chairman. 





Listeners are asked to mail in their 

vote on the debate. Poll is an- 

nounced the following Friday night. 
Odec. 





SYRACUSE VARIETY HOUR 
With Hughie Barrett’s Orchestra 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 
Originating in WEFBL from the 
Onondago hotel, Syracuse, WABC 
brings this program to New York on 
a limited CBS hookup for 30 min- 
utes fro 9:45-10:15 p. m. Saturday 
nights, thus belying the ‘hour’ ap- 


pellation. Regardless of this cap- 
tiousness, it’s a satisfying enough 
light half hour. 


The variety part has reference to 
the diversity of song and musical 
specialties. Hughie Barrett's or- 
chestra is the mainstay, with sundry 
specialists doing their stuff. Among 
them were Millie and Thelma, two- 
pianoing Rube Bloom's prize-win- 
ning composition, ‘Song of the 
Bayou,’ which, incidentally, is get- 
ting quite a radio play these days 
and nights. , 

Barrett’s music, a standard in the 
profesh and a particular institution 
around Syracuse and Rochester. is 
expertly transmitted via the mike. 
The selections are well paced, dig- 
ging up an occasional number such 
as ‘Diga-diga-doo,’ interspered with 
more contemporaneous stuff. 

The Syracuse Chamber of Com- 
merce should, if not already doing 
se, bankroll this air plug for the up- 
state city. Abel. 


Songs With Elsie Hitz, John McGovern 
| COMMERCIAL and Agnes Moorehead 
| WABC, New York | Serial Skit 
| Tess Gardella’s return to her| COMMERCIAL 
lcommercial over CBS was not so! WABC, New York 


|} favorably presented last week (13). 
| Big Tess, or Aunt Jemima as she is 
| professionally and better known, 


RADIO REPORTS 


THE OCTOPUS 


When the sponsor and the ad 
agency entrusted with the account 
disagree over a program and the 


HOUSEHOLD PROGRAM 
With Edgar Guest, Alice Mook, 
Joseph Koestner 
Musical, Poetical 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 
Edgar Guest, the Detroit jingle- 
writer, came back to this program 
Tuesday (13) and the season on 








check signer has his way, as hap- 
pened here, the result is usually of 
interest to the trade. Here's an in- 
stance where the commercial said 
mystery show it shall be because 
the script submitted by an outsider 
had as its major virtue a title that 
was closely associated with the 
product. 

Author called his series ‘Evening 
in Paris Mysteries,’ and the sponsor, 
Bourjois, Inc., mixes a perfume 
labeled ‘Evening in Paris. Same 
account had gone along for four 
years on the air with one of those 
slow-tempoed, romantically atmos- 
phered musical shows. 

What Bourjois has done here is 
to bring back ‘The Shadow’ to the 
ether, or, rather, an extraordinarily 
weak imitation of the original. As 
a horror spine-tingler this ‘Octopus’ 
version has as much the overtone 
of sinisterness about it as a tale 
about Winnie the Pooh. Anyway, 
that's the impression conveyed by 
the initial episode (12) of the series. 
Lots of sound effects and movement 
were packed in that Monday eve- 
ning unreeling (9:30 to 10 EDST), 
but little menace or story punch. 
Its dull stretches were many, its 
dialog writing and pacing lacking 
the staccato drive. 

John McGovern as the hero of 
the adventure yarn looks like an 
off piece of voice casting. In what 
are supposed to be the exciting 
highlights of the plot this lad reads 
his line in the same way he would 
read a passage from the tea-table 
tete-a-tete. Assignment of Mc- 
Govern to the role is hooked up with 
another sponsor twist. Part called 
for an Englishman with a strong 
Piccadilly accent, but the Bourjois 
powers-that-be said it wouldn't do. 
To the average American, the spon- 
sor folk contended, the Piccadilly 
accent would be as tough interpret- 
ing as the real Scotch burr. Other 
objection was that there was a pos- 
sibility that the Piccadilly accent 


|}dug out a couple of old tunes with 
lwhich to resume and _ permitted 
}some explanatory verbiage by the 
| announcer which was not only poor- 
lly conceived but also unauthentic, 
|to say the least. 

Continuity thought nothing of re- 
minding listeners that the singer 
was the star of the operetta ‘Show 
Boat’ and that she would sing her 
song from that musical, ‘Can't Help 
| Loving That Man.’ Later on there 
was a discussion of just what Tess 
should sing next, final decision be- 
ing a tune Eddie Cantor would like 
to hear. All superfluous and just a 
bit inane. To top that off, the final 
number was ‘Annabelle Lee.’ 

Tess can still sing a song. That 
being the case, she doesn't need 
excuses to pre-empt her selections, 
whatever they may be. Those pre- 
song fol-de-rols generally sound 
like they're trying to blame it on 
somebody and indicate the perform- 
er is somewhat uncertain about it, 
too. No kick over Tess being 
termed the star of ‘Show Boat.’ 
She was in the show, and the desig- 
nation could be a slip of the tongue 
or rate as theatrical or ether license. 
But it’s overstepping when specify- 
ing ‘Can't Help Loving That Man’ 
as Tess’ song, when Helen Morgan 
sang it in the show. Not that the 
majority will care, but those who 
saw the stage presentation will re- 
member, and Miss Gardella is sim- 
ply making a chump of herself in 
allowing such announcements to go 
out, on the chance of the ill-will it 
might bring her, no matter how 
slight. 

At 2 p. m. Tess shouldn't be hard 
on the ears of the women around 
the house. Her voice continues 
resonant and her interpretation of 
a number usually ranks with the 
best. But before she completely 
gets that weight on the wrong foot, 
it seems merely a matter of song 
selection and more minute advance 


scanning of the chatter between harac- | ROCKY 
ditties to straighten out where she tg a gedan yp tig Bon Rano EDITION 
can again click on her own minus ings News and Features 
impediments. ‘Sid, Better instance of placing with | 15 Mins. | 
— Commercial 


Elsie Hitz as the bored American 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY visitor in Paris who craves adven- 
Al Pearce, Nora Schiler, CLouis|ture. First episode introduces it to 
Evertson, Norma Neilson, Tommy | her in the form of an Englishman 
Herris who is on the trail of ‘The Octopus,’ 
Sustaining described as the wraithlike leader 
KHJ, Los Angeles of a criminal gang. Girl finds this 
On the air five days a week, ex-|mysterious gentleman-detective in 
cepting Saturday and Sunday for|her box at the opera. He tells her 
more than two years, with a com-|he is there to protect her and her 
plete routine change for each broad- | pearls from the ‘Octopus.’ 
cast, it is only natural that an oc- She refuses his protection and he 
casional haphazard show, from the| forcibly carries her off in his own 
listener-in standpoint, is likely to|car. Soon afterward the Octopus 
occur. Caught Monday afternoon | Speaks through the driver’s phone- 
(2-3), Sept. 5, this standby program | Piece. He had taken the place of 
of the Columbia-Don Lee (Pacific| the Englishman chauffeur. That 
coast only) system was probably at under-the-sea voice makes its first 
its worst, if studio records for | Sinister crack: ‘It is the Octopus. 
listener-in interest may be judged. Beware he does not tighten his coils 
Originating at KeRC, San Fran-| #24 crush you.’ The pair find them - 
cisco, the Happy-Go-Lucky hour, on selves trapped in the tonneau. Gas 
the basis of fan mail, has a daily | }* seeping in, with the girl soon 
air audience of approximately 200, - , a a ore i ag she 
000 femmes. Recently the high- Fee Sewanee S * ‘ . : 
lights on the program staged a oo 1 match aT ee — 
jamboree at the Los Angeles Shrine Raney Rages Pay ok bene gone and 
ergo playing to capacity.|the chauffeur, murdered, slumped 
+S a case of open-house at the| under the wheel. The Englishman 
studio during this hour, with friends | pets the girl back to her hotel, and 
of the performers turning out en 


; thus ends the first episode. 
masse, especially on the day re- 


d But before the curtain on the 
viewed. Incessant chatter, evident | ¢nrijier Bourjois by a long stretch 
by-play by the artists, and thunder- 


managed to hook up the name of 
ous applause no doubt was music| jts product with the events of the 
to those taking part, but it failed to| evening. Girl recalls the perfume 
make much of an impression with | peddler who had earlier in the script 
those who heard it via the ether called at her hotel with a concoc- 
route. tion that had no name, but whose 
Prcegram is the brain-child of Al| aroma had intrigued her. Now she 
Pearce, who m.c.’s and handles the 


: had a label for ft. ‘Evening in 
assignment satisfactorily. A few} Paris.’ 


of the highlights of the hour in- Announcer picks up the plug from 
cluded vocal numbers by Nora/this point with an offer of a free 
Schiller, some yodeling by Louis| perfume container with every box 


purchased of face powder put out 
by the same concern. Odec. 


Evertson, and plenty of clowning by 
Norman Neilson. Some of the tal- 
ent Was not so forte, and the ama- 
teur juveniles didn’t help the pro- 





‘THROUGH A MARBLE LATTICE’ 











chrest, radio editor of the ‘News.’| mystery, as it couldn't grip the in- 
He was introduced by Fritz Blocki,| terest. It was an episodic thing, 
author of ‘The World Between,’ in| with snatches of dramatic action, 


the Adelphi. | preceded by a snatch of native Hin- 

Although simply a publicity stunt | 
and with probably a scanty amount | 
of preparation devoted to it, the! 


menis, a 
would 


development 
have been more 


of 








ceecings. Novelty was a recital of | ketch utes a day, either picking out some 
old-time gags and sayings, with the | Sustaining outstanding bargains, or boosting 
date of their inception. It revealed | WJZ, New York the department in general. Not all 
that some of today’s pet expressions From 8:15-8:30 EDST, this Hindu} papers are bought for the news 
were in use 500 years ago. sketch did its stuff on WJZ, a big} alone. 
eat es Wie aaiald league station at a big league time —_—_——_-——-— 

DEWOLF HOPPER allotment, but to what purpose one| PROF. A. R. HATTON 

With Fritz Blocki, Charles J.| wonders. ‘Through a Marble Lat-| Address 

Gilchrest tice,’ as a rather intriguing Oriental | Sustaining 

Talk voice in studiously phrased Oxford | WMAQ, Chicago 
Sustaining English explains, takes the auditor This is one of a series of infor- 
W MAGQ, Chicago to Hindu-land, on the slopes of the | mative talks on subjects of intellec- 

DeWolft Hopper appeared for a| Himalaya. And then is re-enacted | tual significance. The sponsorship is | 
brief talk during the ‘Radio Chatter’|a tale of the east. possibly the longest that ever 
weekly program of Charles J. Gil- What that tale is is a personal| tested the verbal agility of an an- 


which Hopper is about to open at|and then explanatory matter. It was | 


du music played on native instru- | 
Which | 
appealing 


heart throbs was declared officially 
open. Not less than a dozen times 
the announcer and spokesman of 
the finance company referred to its 
state of stimulation, now that the 
poet is with the company again. As 
the firm is paying him a healthy 
stipend it’s presumed that a portion 
of the public shares the enthusiasm 
of the sponsorship. 

This program has been altered -in 
personnel during its year or more 
on the air. It has changed people 
and to some degree, policy, although 
the program as picked up is not 
unlike what it was when last re- 
viewed. 

There appears to be a conscious 
dropping of the word ‘finance’ in 
the billing. It’s now simply the 
Household program where formerly 
it was named after the company, 
Household Finance. 

Specifically the copy mentions 
workers getting $40 a week and lje- 
siring to borrow $200 so that may 
be taken as an index to the salary 
and class range of the audience 
Household Finance wants to reach. 
They must be the ultimate judges 
of their own success. Meanwhile an 
outsider would guess that they were 
still too high brow musically and 
too self-conscious poetically to fully 
accomplish their designs. 

Alice Mock, opera graduate, has 
a splendid soprano. Joseph Koest- 
ner is an able musician. Eddie 
juest gurgles, as always, sonnets in 
praise of worn-out shoes and the 
unwashed dishes in the sink. This 
earthy sentimentalizing has paid 
Juest lavishly, so it’s captious to 
complain of the quality of his taste 
or the direction of his ideas. He 
has demonstrably maintained con- 
tact over a long period of time 
with an audience responsive to 
what he has to say and his way of 
saying it. Land. 





MOUNTAIN NEWS AIR 


KOA, Denver 
For the first time one of the 
Denver papers has an Air Edition, 
and it gets over the air in great 
shape. Only 15 minutes, but every 
second is made use of, and now if 
the staff will only publish as snappy 
a looking paper as it sounds over 
the air, there will be no question 
of which local sheet will hold the 
ace spot among readers in Denver. 
James Walsh, copy desk, is the 
announcer, probably for the reason 
that he can get more words through 
the mike, with every one easily dis- 
tinguishable, then probably anyone 
in town. He tells of news that will 
make page one the following morn- 
ing, giving brief outlines of the big 
yarns and headlines of others. 
Alberta Pike talks of editorial and 
other features, and in a way that 
would make even the most hard- 
boiled evenirg paper fan want a 
morning sheet, for once at least. 
After that, of course, it’s up to 
the paper if he buys it again. If 
Alberta isn’t married, she is doing 
her chances not a bit of good, talk- 
ing so fast and clear over the radio. 
Jim Walsh rushes back with some 
more spot news and is followed by 
Walden Sweet with a grist of local 
happenings. Walsh closes with 
news that is hot off the ticker. 
This broadcast is made direct 
from the city room of the ‘Rocky 
Mountain,’ and is put over in the 
rapid-fire manner that most people 
imagine a newspaper is run. This 
daily, except Sunday (must be 
Walsh’s night off) broadcast to- 
gether with the 30,000 sample copies 
the ‘News’ is distributing every Fri- 
day morning, ought to strengthen 
their position locally. 
One weakness seen is the lack of 
a boost for ads. Give the advertis- 
ing department about three min- 





| nouncer. It goes like this: 

| ‘This is one of the “You and Your | 
| Government’ discussions brought to| 
radio through the courtesy of the 
| Chicago committee of the National 
| Advisory Council of Radio in Edu- 
cation in co-operation with the 
American Political Science Associ- 


— la 
‘THE MAGIC MICROPHONE’ 
Sports Novelt 
COMMERCIA 


WMCA, New York 

A bit of hocus pocus. Would 
come over equally as interesting 
without the lengthy palaver about 
the ‘great invention of Dr. Waverly 
that takes you back through the 
ages and lets you listen in on the 
great sports events of ancient days.’ 
Madison Square Garden is using 
this ‘sports through the ages’ idea 
to whip up interest in the Schmel- 
ing-Walker fisticuffs. 

Program caught (15) started off 
with a flashback to a boxing con- 
test in the time of Homer, 900 B.c, 
Dialog was a mixture of Blizabeth- 
an and Broadway argot, but that 
didn’t effect the fanciful recaptur- 
ing of the episode. A lad by the 
name of Typhoon is framed into 
challenging the champ of those 
days, Theagones, with 425 victories 
to his credit and the majority of 
these turning out pickups for the 
undertaker. 

It seems that the bruiser had in- 
sulted a frail by the name of Thebes 
in Typhoon’s presence and there 
was nothing for Typhoon to do but 
to take Theagones on in combat. 
Combat in those days meant fac- 
ing each other with noses touching 
and pounding away with spiked 
gloves. Just before the battle a 
stranger tips off Typhoon on the 
frame. Thebe, the stranger ex- 
plains, is the killer-pug’s hotsy- 
totsy and the pair pulled the insult 
gag as a means of drumming up 
business for the girl’s father, an 
undertaker. Stranger, who says he 
himself had almost been put on 
the same _ spot, prevails upon 
Typhoon to toss sneezing powder 
into Theagones’ face, and through 
this ruse the lad saves his life. All 
of which goes to show, remarks the 
station announcer on the fadeout, 
what ‘enormous progress has been 
made in sports since then.’ 
Another episode recalled a Lon- 
don scene in 1772 with two women, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wilkinson and Anna 
Hyfield, about to swap professional 
swings when the sheriff steps in 
and stops it. These bits are well 
written and staged, but not so the 
skit used toward the end of the 
program to dramatize the free milk 
fund angle of the Schmeling-Walk- 
er bout. Thing lacked both con- 
viction and punch. 

Program has a giveaway angle 
offering pair of ringside seats for 
the best five letters commenting on 
the ether session, Odec. 





ELIZABETH KERRIGAN 

Songs 

Sustaining 

WGY. Schenectady 

Singer, who has been broadcast- 
ing 15-minute programs over WGY 
for several months, is now heard on 
a regularly-scheduled Saturday af- 
iernoon shot. If the writer’s mem- 
ory is good, Miss Kerrigan was de- 
scribed as a mezzo-soprano in the 
first two or three broadcasts. She 
is now called a contralto. 

Miss Kerrigan has a pleasing, 
well trained voice. She sticks to 
better class ballads, both of the 
ropular and standout type. Does 
not go in for freak stuff in sing- 
ing line, nor does she strive for 
showy effects. Her programs are of 
the quiet, restful type. 

However, she should exercise care 
in the selection of numbers, so that 
two as similar as ‘Ave Maria’ and 
‘The Rosary’ will not follow each 
othcr as was the case on a recent 
broudcast. 

While Miss Kerrigan has only 
piano accompaniment on these pro- 
grams, there seems to be no reason 
why she could not sing with orches- 
tral support on'an. occasional GE 
after-supper broadcast. 





VERA DELMATOSS 

With Mischa Bohr, Gregory Stone 
Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

Vera Delmatoss, Russe songstress, 
airing authentic yodka and gypsy 
airs, has a very pleasing 15 min- 
utes on WJZ at 8:45 p. m. Thurs- 
day nights, assisted by Mischa 
Bohr, violinist, and Gregory Stone 
at the piano and also arranger. 

It’s a different sort of songalog, 
of a type that would be a click ina 
smart cafe and strongly reminiscent 
of the ultra maisonettes a la Russe 
of Paris, where they know how to 
put it on also. 

‘Mme. Delmatoss’ billing is the 
‘gypsy queen.’ Okay! With a little 
more grooming to establish her rep 
she can take her style of vocalizing, 
plus the expert musical interluding 


| by Bohr and Stone, into the thea- 
tres and do right well with it on 
personals. Abel. 


SYNCO-THOTS 

Edna Fischer-Newell Chase 
Sustaining 

KGO, San Francisco 

NBC grabbed this keyboard twain 





veteran legit actor quickly proved! than that for which it served merely | ation and allied organizations.’ 
that he was a beautifully clear and |as the overture. | Talks are conspicuous. for their | 
deep masculine voice for radio and| The artists’ names, as announced. clarity, impartial objectivity, and| 
that with the right material he| sounded like Sarat and Lota Lahiti, | s« ience-supported common sense. In | 
would be a clinch, and that also sounds like a yodel. |; particular the pedagogic comment | 
He gagged a bit in that easy way] Possibly the idea is to ultimately | on political matters is refreshingly 
of his. Perhaps a trifle overboard|interest some Oriental rug manu- | free from bunk and axe-grinding. 
on sentimentalism at the expense|facturer or the merchandizer of a On palaver-cluttered air channels 
of more solid material, this sampie|mystic Far Eastern scent or per- | speakers such as Prof. Hatton are 
still established that the micro-|fume product, and while the hookup|a boon to those who like to’ think of 
phone would be no bafflement tolis a natural: suggestion, the bosic | themselves as over the 12-vear-old 
Hopper, Land. eroundwork is weak, Abel, | classification. Land, 





from KFRC recently, spotting them 
on some of the choicest periods. 
Current one immediately follows 
Amos ’n Andy. 

Synco-Thots is a pleasant musi- 
cal quarter hour done by two cap- 
able pianists, Edna Yischer and 
Newell Chase. Former has been a 
Coast radio ivory pounder for sev- 
eral years. 

Material generally up to minute 
pop stuff with occasional references 
to older numbers, Bock. 
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Up at the Glen Island Casino, Westchester, they've slipped cards on 

the table notifying of a special ‘music charge.’ It’s another wrinkle for 
gouver income. 
' Missive is to the effect that owing to the great expense of retaining 
Ozzie Nelson’s band, a 50 cent week night and $1 weekend music charge 
ia necessary to enable the establishment to serve food and beverages at 
moderate prices, 





Max Mayer of the Richmond-Mayer Music Co. has two more months 
in which to buy or sell the half interest of his partner, Maurice Rich- 
mond, who withdrew from the firm to take over the general managership 
of Music Dealers Service, Inc. If within that period Mayer hasn't found 
a buyer or isn’t in a position to take over the Richmond stock, only 
recourse left will be the liquidating of the company’s assets. Buy, sell 
or liquidate agreement was made between the partners when Richmond 
stepped out last month to go with the publishers’ co-operative project. 

Regarded as one of the most valuable assets of the M-R organization 
is its Paul Pioneer Publishing Co., with a catalog that has reaped large 
profits from the school songbook trade, 





Rodgers and Hart wrote the new Jolson picture songs and Kalmar 
and Ruby dittoed for the Eddie Cantor film. Jolson requested the same 
gtyle of lyrical story as Rodgers and Hart contributed to the Chevallier 
film, ‘Love Me Tonight,’ and eliminated Irving Caesar's straight pop 
song interpolations. 

Harms will publish the Jolson film numbers by arrangement with 
Rodart, Rodger-Hart’s own subsidiary publishing firm, for which Harms 
is selling agent. 


Irving Mills, besides his Mills-Rockwell artists representative interests, 
doubles between two music pub firms. Mills is a partner with his brother 
Jack in Mills Music, Inc., and handles all the recordings for that com- 





pany. 


In addition, Mills and Tommy Rockwell have their own Lawrence 


Music Co., an affiliated enterprise with the M-R theatrical enterprises. 





RICHMOND-MAYER GIVES 
UP CHI JOBBING BIZ 


Chicago division of the Rich- 
mond Music Co., rated as one of 
the two leading jobbing outlets in 
the midwest territory, shuts down 
operations the end of the current 
month. Stock and accounts will 
be moved to the company’s New 
York headquarters, with Lawrence 
Richmond, manager of the Chicago 
outfit, coming into the main offices. 

Distributing affair in Chicago was 
a separate corporate entity, with 
Maurice Richmond, president; his 
son, Lawrence, vice-pres., and Max 
Mayer, treasurer. It was organized 
about a year and a half ago. Bad 
slump in business during the sum- 
mer and the anticipated effect that 
the Music Dealers Service, Inc., will 
have upon its sales sources 
prompted the decision to 
the Chicago company. 

Maurice Richmond has since re- 


signed from R-M to head the me 


as general manager. 


Flaherty as Rep 


Pat Flaherty’s Sterling Songs, 
Inc., is no more. Flaherty has folded 
his business and his New York of- 
fice closed. Too many debts. 

Flaherty is going into the per- 
ecnal management biz. 





OWES FOR $100,000 ORGAN 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 
The Kiraball company of Chicago 
is threatening to sue all members 
of the municipal auditorium organ 
committee and the city for the 
$100,000 still due on the instrument 
installed four years ago. The com- 


Pany says the court action will be | 
| aatiafied with $1,000 currently, Pro- | 


started unless payment is made 
within 30 days. 

The city claims the company, In 
installing the organ, took its 
chances on collecting, as the municl- 
pality anc organ committees mem 
bers did not obligate themeclves to 
€ver pay. Several unsuccessful ef 
forts were made to ralae the neces 
Gary funds 

CLARK TAKEN UP 

Dave Clark, songwriter, haa been 
taken up by the manacernent of 
the Monmouth hotel, Hed Hank, M 
J,. and will be inetalled 24 & supper 
club m 
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Chicago Musical College 
Absorbed by Loyola U? 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Chicago Musical College, a private 
money-making institution for the 
past 30 years, is reported being ab- 
sorbed by Loyla University, Catho- 
lic-owned and operated by the Jes- 
uits. Understanding is that present 
quarters will be abandoned and mu- 
sical college possibly moved to the 
Loyola campus. 

Carl Kinsey, head of the Chicago 
Musical College, will take an ex- 
tended European tour, it is said. He 
failed to persuade the Cincinnati 
Conservatory of Music to take over 
the college prior to the Loyola nego- 
tiations. 

A dormitory for girls from out 
of town was maintained in the old 
Musical college located on Van Bu- 
ren street in the building of which 
ithe Punch and Judy theatre is a 
part. 

Robbins-Malneck Trip 

Jack Robbins and Matt Malneck, 
latter a violinist with Whiteman, 
are going abroad Oct. 15 on a busi- 
ness trip. Robbins’ new deal with 
Campbell-Connelly starts Nov. 1, 
hence Robbins’ interest to set plans 
with C-C. 
| Maltlneck, also a prolific composer 





| under Whiterran’s tutelage, will 
work on several numbers with both 
| Jimmy Campbell and Reg Con- 
| nelly. 


Vogel’s Fund 


Jerry Vogel, g.m. of Plaza Masic’s | 


popular music dept., in again at it 
lwith his Thanksgiving fond, which 
is his pet charity and which is 
largely supported by the music men. 

Vogel's fund Awindied from $5,9%6 
to $2,000 last year and hell te 


| ceeda “£0 to profensionals at Maranae 


ee Central Ialip, M. V., hoapttal. 


| WHITEMAN MANAGEERLESS 


Paul Whiternan haa decided ta 


continue without a personal man- 


lager and ta leave the management | 


lf hie Wueinesa affairs to the MEO 
lArtiate’ Geryvice 

' fark {favin, Whiteman’s personal 
rep, whe went on an indefinite va- 
cation th Jalby, wort return ‘4 tae 
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Ribbing? 

One of the most popular 
vantage points in Times 
Square for the bootleg 
sheet peddlers is in front of 
the Paramount building, 

That's the headquarters of 
the American Society of Com 
posers, Authors and Publishers 
which has been = crusading 
against the song sheet pirates 


NBC’S GOOD-WILL SHOWS | 
AT TRADE CONVENTIONS 


_—— --— 


BoOUK 











In due time NBC may develop a 
route for its talent that could be 
termed the ‘trade convention time.’ 
Not that there Is any money to 
be derived from these bookings di 
rectly, but the network regarda the 
idea as a good-will builder-upper 
and eventually productive of bual- 
ness from appreciative sources that 
count, 

Suggestions and applications for 
a personal appearance contingent to 
play the convention come from the 
network clienta who make or dis 
tribute products handled by those 
in convention. How far the chain 
will go to take care of one of 
these trade meeting requests was 
disclosed yesterday when NEC ahot 
a flock of ita name talent from New 
York, Chicago, and Cleveland to 
the convention of the National 
Wholesale Druggisis Association at 
White Sulphur Springs, Va. 

In the New York contingent were 
Jim McWililamsa, to m.c. the affair, 
the Three Keys and the Revelers 
quartet, Among those recruited out 
of Chi and Cleveland were Gene 
and Glenn, Alice Joy and the Sia- 
ters of the Skillet, John Royal, 
the network's program manager, 
went along to personally supervise 
the show. 

ROSES AND SALAMI 
Brigode Answers ‘Are Song Pluggers 
People?’ 

Chicago, Sept. 19. 

‘We have been buffeted about by 
all sorts of bandamen but thia is 
the first time we ever got a buffet 
supper free,’ declared one local song 
plugger discussing the revolutionary 
conduct of Ace Brigode who threw 
a party for the pluggers at Merry 
Garden ballroom, 


Boys were all soft and sentimental 
over what they claimed was the first 








time an orchestra leader ever 
treated them like members of the 
human race, Not only did Lrigode | 
fete and feed them but his orchestra 
after working hours put on a two 
hour show for the entertainment of 
the pluggers. 

Willie Horowitz, in impromptu re- 
buttal, wasn’t too choked up with 
emotion or salami, to point out that, 
in all this beantifal brotherly kve 
it was a shame the music circle 
waan't complete. ‘All we need now 
‘is gormne Inuaic beyera and the mil- 








| nium has arrived, he declared. 





“You Call It Love’ Writer 
| Calls for Her Royalty 


Glaatys Trakols has ‘taken her 
rogaity claim on “You Call It Lave 
the Fuae Columte theme nurater 
| to the courte, Aan one of the tour 
authors carried on the songs title 
\aheet, she fa suing for her 24 
‘share of the rogaities which athe 
Anima ia long overdue. Amount she 
|\aaka &@ Com Conrad, publisher of 
the plece and whose name 4ias 45- 
4994262 om the Ute page 44 
ia $992. Pagera ™ the case 
were Gled with the City Court 

Viles Dubote declares in Yer com 
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VARIATY SI 


MDS Takes in 8 More Pubs: Will 


Represent at Least 90% of Music 
Biz; Improved Credit Ratings 


Kikht more publishers have allled 
themeelves with the Musto Dealera 
Service, Inc, making a total of 20 
diatributing through the 
Hach of the 
exception of 


ite now 
central ahipping unit, 
neweomera with the 
KRtobbing Muale Co, came in tinder an 
agrecment that ives the MDM ex 
privileses over 
period of 


Clusive dtatributing 
tneir publloationa for «a 
two yeara 

Ktobbing arrangement allowa that 
company to sell through other chan 
nele and aleo the right to withdraw 
mo operative 
In additton 


from the publishers’ 


enterprise at any time 


to the charter-holding doven, the 
following publishing bourses have 
bound themaeclves up exclualvely 
with the MIs Olmon, Tolton 
Muale Co, Ilarry loom, Groen & 


White, Btept & Powers, Marlo, and 
Nattrasa- Schenck, Two othera with 
whom the MIS ia now In process of 
negotiation are 6H. H, Marka and 
Keit«Mngel, 

Though without the privilege of 
a vote In the eonduct of the bual- 
ness, the firma tha, have joined 
since the completion of the MDs 
organization are belng accorded the 
AaaAme aorvice and diatributing 
charges aa the 12 charter companies 
Latter take In Ager Yellen & torn 
atein, Terlin, Ine, DeSylva, Hrown 
& Henderson, Inc, Donaldaon, 
Douglas & Gumble, Famous, Welat, 
Harma, Miller Muale, lemick, Mant 
ly Eros, Shaplro-Uernatein and 
Witmark, Tt is eatimated§ that 
through ite present membership the 
MDS has become the outlet for at 
least 00% of the popular phase of 
the music publiehing business, 

Uniform Trade Price 

For the atart the MUM la putting 
am penny margin to cover coat of 
operationa on each pop muale aheet 
passing through it to the dealer, If 
after a while this markup ia founda 
to be more than the expensean of 
the organization requires, a reduce 
tion will follow, Meanwhile the 
Aealera are getting their pop ahecta 
at na flat l6c level, regardions of the 
number of copies bought, That ap 
plies to the new relenaes, with the 
OlMer numbers gelling at the pre 
views 1464 figure, Biage production 
numbers are wholeaaling at a a“uar- 
ter and orchestrationa at 76¢, while 
songs from pleterea productiona are 
going to the counter tor 
either 14 of 264. 

Not only does the Mi handle 
every angie of the Gistritvution for 


mina 


| ita memtera trat it aaguries the on 
'iHeation of eollecting the racney. To 


protect ttaelf againat losace the or 
ganization haa 2st up 4 etringwent 
erehit ayatermn, with a credit tara 
pasaing om dealer applicants 
lrnproved Credit System 
Fach putiiaher on piring the 
UA atviaea Va credAit 
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that ef the middle tan whe oatera 
to the needa of the emation muale 
merchant 

The pube concede thie and white 
not uneyvmpathotio with the jobber 
Plinht, the attitude te that thelr own 
Carelosaneenes in the pant ne ore 
finanelal aeocountinga, pluie 
Allowedly unethioal practiog aueh ae 
entering inte competition with the 
publieherea on the matter of reprintea, 
helped to brtnw about thie @ell ptt. 


narde 


tective move by the niete pula 
The feellow te that some of the 
jobbers who furntah dentera with 


emall foode @uch ae popular priced 
phonograph records, phone needled, 


radio parte, standard muale and 
intiale books, may he able to atte 
vive, with @ mintoived overhead, 


on thie phase alone 
The Jobbora are not ao option letta, 





| Hoagland Band Replaces 
Callie Holden at Balboa 


fon Angeles, Bapt, 16, 

Callle Holden's band at the Henne 
dexvours, Halhoa, replaced by @ new 
combo with Mverett Hoagland tf 
charae, Hreakera, Lane Noach, Alte 
pensed with muste laat week, with 
dackle Taylor hunthie a now apot, 

Georwe Hamilton, at Club Aleport 
Gardena, had tla contract renewed 
for «lx tmonthea Miim = Martin's 
combo opend at the Mrolles Clit 
Mept, 29, with Harry Akal aa in, & 
and conductor 

Don Cave'a orchenten from Wee 
lowatone Vark opened at the Mowlee 
vard Care, formerly the Montmarta 
(id), eet hy MCA 

lien! wherety Jay Widden waa té 
lenve the Miramar, Banta Monten, 
and replace Jimmy Urtera hand at 
the PHiitmore, haw wane eold and 
both banda remain in ther prenent 
apols 


Insure Air Royalties 
Mexico City, How, ™ 


Menican dong writers and plage 
wrighta are fieuring waya wand 
Mtane of cheeking up of promettm@e 
tionas of thele cormnpositionsa in thee 
| aires, cinemas, ratle atationa, 6am 
“t4., 44 & mente Of naming wire Cah 
they atent typed on royalties, 

Keleral wuvernment haa oherea 
per atate of radian Mationa to make 
\Gegumite with Mational Toeuragh 

lines, which suaperviess wach Mae 
| tions, to ganrantes sathord royede 
tiem, 


. -: 
Mealey’s Name Bands 
Vaawsish, Va, Hoa. 1%, 
Hevyeral nhmne of Hnewtrna wilt aM 
| pawe a? Mraley «a watitecrtn, Allete 
tw, (hla snaen With waa RA 
amet ween with fen Mernia. (Khe 
ric mmataa Wwe wee lohan SerKem, 
Port lawn, Fadl Satin ant Caam 
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AUGUST MUSIC 
PACE WAS UP 


Business spurt that peeked around 


MUSIC—NITE CLUBS — 
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6 Best Sellers 


Tuesday, September 20, 1932 

















in Sheet Music 


Reported by Leading Jobbers 
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~ AUGUST MUSIC SURVEY 


THI8 TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
+= SALES MADE DURING AUGUST BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 

















the July corner into August took on | 
pace as the month proceeded, Siv- | 
ing both the sheet music and me- 
chanical fields the brightest August 
in three years Feeling all around | 
is that the turning point has been | 
reached and that sheet sales par- 
ticularly may look to a decided, if 
not overly, substantial upward 


throuzh the fall. 


surge 

August save the previous month's 
sheet leaders a severe shaking out, 
leaving only one in the revised blu: 
ribbon set. That was Witmark’s ‘A 
Shanty in Old Shantytown,’ which 
edged up from deuce to topmost 
spot. ‘We Just Couldn’t Say CGood- 
by’ (Keit-iEnzel) started on all six 


the middle of the past month and is 
generally concedcd certain to lead 
the September list. It was holding 


that notch, anyway, the first twe 
weeks of the current lap. Also con- 
tinuing to an especially lively tune 


on the cash register after a steady 
rise through Ausust is Icist’s ‘Mas- 


querade.’ 

Tailing the blue ribbon sextet 
were Keit-Eagel’s ‘As You Desire 
- Me,’ Miller Music’s ‘Mardi Gras, 


“ Robbins’ ‘I'll Never Be the Same,’ 


‘Strange Interlude’ (Miller), Rob- 
bins’ ‘If You Were Only Mine,’ ‘Lul- 
laby of the Leaves’ (Berlin) and 


Feist’s ‘Night Love Was Born.’ Ber- 
lin’s ‘Lady I Love’ gives indication 
of a steady rise, while ‘Every One 
Says I Love You’ (Famous) and ‘So 
Ashamed’ (Ager) look set to wind 
up the month among the first 10. 
Again a long playing record fills 
the ace slot for Columbia. Guy 
Lombardo’s unit gave Brunswick its 
best coin intake for August, and 
Victor rounded out the month with 
























































| NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
No. 1—8ONG ‘Shanty in Old _Shantytown’ ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ rae: 
No. 2—SONG | ‘Masquerade’ fe ‘We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ ‘Masquerade’ 
No. 3—SONG |‘We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ ‘Masquerade’ ‘We Just Couldn't Say Goodbye’ 
No. 4—SONG | ‘It “Was So Beautiful’ ‘it Was So ‘Beautiful’ ‘Strange Interlude’ a 
No. 5&—SONG || Can't Beliove It’s s True’ ‘Goofus’ ‘Sweethearts Forever’ 
No. 6—8ONG 7 se Me in the Palm of Your |‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ ‘Three’s a Crowd’ 
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sales, both sides are mentioned: 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 wh 


bardo 


Never Be the 
Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ 


‘We Just 
Lom- 


Same,’ 
(Guy 
Orch.) 


‘We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ (Guy | ‘1 
Lombardo Orch.) 


Can’t Believe It’s True’ (Isham Jones 
Orch.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘Bugle Call Rag,’ ‘Old Man of the Moun- 
tain’ (Mills Bros.) 


‘Bugle Call Rag,’ ‘Old Man of the Moun- 
tain’ (Mills Bros.) 


‘St. Louis Blues’ (Mills Bros.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 8 


‘Love Me Tonight,’ 
Days’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Some of These 


‘Love Me 
Days’ (Bing Crosby) 


Tonight,’ ‘Some of These 


‘We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ (Guy 


Lombardo Orch.) 








‘lit Was 
Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


So Beautiful’ (Ozzie Nelson 


‘it Was So Beautiful’ 
Orch.) 


(Ozzie Nelson 


‘Love Me Tonight’ (Bing Crosby) 





BRUNSWICK—No. & 


‘Blue Jazz,’ ‘Don’t Tell a Soul’ (Casa 
Loma Orch.) 


‘In Old Shantytown’ (Tom Gerun Orch.) 





‘Bugle Call’ (Mills Bros.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘You're Blase,’ ‘Hold My Hand’ (Arthur 
Lally Orch.) 





— 


‘Sweet Sue,’ 
Bros.) 


‘St. Louis Blues’ 


(Mills | ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (Bing Grosby) 


—_—— —_— 








COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘It Was So Beautiful,’ ‘I'll Never Be the 


‘The Blue Pajama Song’ (Rudy Vallee) 


‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ (Ted Lewis 














Ted Black leading the sales parade. 





Chi Brisk 
Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Music survey for August shows 
several semi-standards among the 
leaders. ‘CGoofus’ popularized by 
Ted Weems continues among Chi- 
cago’s six best although not in the 
running in either New York or Los 
Angeles. Piece was number two 
during July. 
Among the mechanicals the Mills 





























You’ (Gus Arnheim Orch.) 


Same’ (Enriquo Madriguera Orch.) Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘Now You’ve Got Me Worryin’ for You’ | ‘it Was So Beautiful’ (Harry Richman) |‘Medley Isham Jones Hits’ (Frankie 
(Eddy Duchin Orch.) Trumbauer Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 8 ‘Hell’s Bells,” ‘O. K. America’ (Art |‘it Was So Beautiful’ (Enriquo Madri- |‘Neopolitan Medley’ (Charles Mag- 
Kassel Orch.) quera) nante’s Accordian Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 4 ‘Rockin’ Chair,’ ‘Sweetheart’s on Pa- |‘Old Man of the Mountain’ (Songapa-|‘The Lady [{ Love’ (Knickerbocker'’s 
rade’ (Louis Armstrong Orch.) tors) Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 56 ‘Night Love Was Born,’ ‘Holding My |‘Rain, Rain, Go Away’ (Art Kessel /‘l Heard’ (Harlan Lattimore Orch.) 
Honey’s Hand’ (Ruth Etting) Orch.) 

COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘Music Everywhere,’ ‘Love Me Tonight’ |‘Rocking Chair Blues’ (Louis Arm-|‘Rockin’ Chair’ (Louis Armstrong 

ME RENN iv ___!_ strong) em ek et |” Ne eee 

VICTOR—No. 1 ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown,’ ‘Rain,|‘Three on a Match’ (Paul Whiteman;‘Hold My Hand’ (London Mayfair 
Go Away’ (Ted Black Orch.) Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 2 ‘You’re Blase,’ ‘It Might Have Been|‘As You Desire Me’ (Russ Columbo) ‘As You Desire Me’ (Donald Novis) 





VICTOR—No. 8 
Orch.) 


‘Goofus,’ ‘Swamp Ghosts’ (Wayne King 


‘Over the 
Orch.) 


Week End’ (Bert Lown 


‘Mimi’ 


(Maurice Chevalier) 





Bros. brought two non-pops into 
the heavy selling and a 12-incher, 


ViICTOR—No, 4 


‘it Was So Beautiful,’ ‘Songs for Sale’ 
(George Olsen Orch.) 


‘We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ (Paul 
Whiteman Orch.) 


‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ (Ted Black 


Orch.) 





‘Okay America,’ recorded by Victor 
Young, barely missed ranking with 


VICTOR—No. & 


‘Masquerade,’ 
Weather’ (Ted Black Orch.) 


‘Banking on the 


‘My Love,’ ‘Lonesome Me’ (Russ Co- 
lumbo Orch.) 


‘it Was So Beautiful’ 


(George Olsen 
Orch.) 





Brunswick's half dozen. Louis Arm- 
~ strong and Songapators hoisted old 
tunes into the fast company for 


VICTOR—No. 6 





‘The Voice in Village Choir,’ ‘Lullaby of 
the Leaves’ (George Olsen Orch.) 





‘| Can’t Believe It’s True’ (Bert Lown 
Orch.) 





‘In the Palm of Your Hand’ (Gus Arn- 


heim Orch.) 





Columbia. 

Cheaner dises (3-for-$1) started 
to pick up toward the end of 
August and this was taken as a fa- 
vorable omen for the 75-centers as 


Marchetti After Dates 


For Orig. Biltmore Trio 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


well. August was distinctly better Original Biltmore Trio, later the 
than July for the mechanicals al- Ambassador Trio and the Eddie 
though sheet music was merely. lop- Bush Trio, has been reunited by 


ping along at a snail’s pace with 
nothing to get excited about. i 

Columbia found its new additions, ! 
Rudy Valice and Harry Richman, 
immediate pace-setters. Guy Lom- 
. bardo had a two-week scoop with 
‘We Just Couldn’t Say Good Bye,’ 
enormously popular overnight and 
likely to bo the No. 1 song for Sep- 


Rober Marchetti, 


Paul Gibbons and Charles 
was formed by 
sang with the Burtnett combo at 
the Biltmore here for several years. 


local lawyer, who 
s dickering for air contracts and a 
»ossible return to the Biltmore. 

Trio composed of Eddie Bush, 
Sekler, 
Earl Burtnett, and 





TEX’S CANADIAN RETURN 
Texas Guinan will play a return 
m the floor of the Frolics cafe, 
Montreal, starting Nov. 1 upon com- 





tember. It was No. 2 for August. 
As a result this Brunswick release 
baexed by ‘Ill Never Be the Same,’ 
also hot, outscld its runner-up 2/1. 

Victor list is hogged by three 
entries, Whiteman, Columbo, and 





sert Lown, each with two releases. 
Coast Ups 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Cheery prospeets of July contin- 
ued to remain bright during Augusi 
Sheet music business was a _ bit 
brisk | 
Discs slightly on the upgrade, 
with plenty of novelties and vocals 
claiming attention rather than 


Straight dance stuff. 
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pletion of her present RKO vaude 
dates. 

Canadian nitery played Tex and 
her gang for six weeks during the 
summer. Return engagement is in- 
lef as to length of run. 


FEMME BUGLER DIVORCED 


Cleveland, Sept. 19. 
Mrs Althea Heuman, bugler in a 
Vincent Lopez femme band, was 
granted a divorce from Winfield 
leuman, non-pro, on grounds of 
neglect. Given custody of a four- 
year-old daughter and $5 weekly 


alimony. Divorce uncontested. 


ANNOUNCER MOVES UP 


Des Moines, Ia., Sept. 19. 
rson Winters has been named 
ser of WHO here. He has been 
on the announcing staff of the Cen- 
tral Broadcasting Co. for two years, 
and will not do any more announe- 
ing under present plans 


BURTNETT REPLACES WEEKS 
Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Karl Burtnett’s band eee An- 


Inme 
manag 


Los 


301 Weeks at the Mark Hopkins, 
I tisco, Oct. 10. 
fYeeks is jumping eat for the 
t time to appeor at the St. Regis, 
N @v York. 


A A i a . — _— OEE ee 





NIGHT LIFE AT 
BARGAIN RATES 


A New York nite life, running in 
extremes from ultra exclusiveness 
to mass turnover at bargain prices, 
will be the scheme of things this 
season. Lots of value for little will 
obtain, even with possibly improved 
conditions. Where a _ couvert is 
charged, the idea will be to put the 
bargain thing on in a big way. 


Paul Whiteman’s 4,700 couverts 
which he clocked at the Cascades 
roof of the Hetel Biltmore last week, 
at $1 per copy, is evidently evidence 
of the three-ring type of circus en- 
tertainment they want nowadays on 
a cafe floor. Whiteman gives 'em 
a continuous frolic with a succes- 
sion of specialties in between dance 
sessions. 





It's proved to be such a click that 
3en Bernie will emulate it when he 
opens Oct. 1 at the College Inn, Chi- 
cago, as will George Olsen when he 
comes into the New Yorker next 
month. Abe Frank has been doing 
well with the same idea at the Am- 
bassador Hotel's Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles. 

Away from the hotels, the land- 
office business which the Hollywood 
restaurant on Broadway has been 
doing with an elaborate floor show 
to a $1.25, $1.50 and $2 dinner and 
no couvert, with 1,200 capacity, and 
a gross ranging up to $20,000 and 
$25,000 a week, is further evidence 


| that the masses want mass enter- 
tainment for short prices where they 


dine. After theatre, a $2 minimum 
check idea obtains in lieu of couvert. 








Harry Wilson, Denver rep for 
Sherman-Clay, made manager of 
band and orchestra dept. of the 





Knight-Campbell Music Co. 





FLOOR SHOW PLUNGE 


N. Y. Hollywood Putting In Olive 
Borden and Nina McKinney 








Elaborate floor show going into 
the Hollywood restaurant, New 
York, will be headed by Olive Bor- 
den, Nina Mae McKinney, Blanche 
Bow and Marguerite and LeRoy. 
Harold Adamson and Jesse Greer 
are writing special material. 

Isham Jones band is spotted for 
the cafe. Booked by CBS, which ‘s 
also putting in a wire. 


Ethelind Terry on Floor 


Will Oakland will double from his 
Hunter Island roadhouse into his 
Times square Oakland Willow club 
until the roadhouse season ends, 
when he will concentrate down- 
town. 

Meantime, Ethelind Terry has 
been signed for the Oakland Broad- 
way cafe to head the floor show. 
It’s the nite club debut of the for- 
mer musical star. 








READING’S BIG CABARET 

Reading, Pa., Sept. 19. 
Albert E. Zimmer, manager of 
the Daniel Boone hotel, this city, in 
the Moose Temple, which includes 
also the Park theatre, has leased 
the entire temple building, excepting 
the theatre, and will convert it as 
a dance hall and night club, to be 
operated by Dick Coy of New York 

city. 

Architects plan a floor and cab- 
aret to accommodate 1,500. Open- 
ing some time in early November. 





Nate Caldwell’s Kid Script 
Chicago, Sept. 19. 
New boys’ program for thrice- 
weekly dissemination on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday locally over 
WBBM starts Sept. 27 on behalf 
of American Oak Leather Company. 
Nate Caldwell authored the script 
to be called ‘Rock Oak Champions.’ 


Lido Going for $1.25 
Crowd with Floor Show 


Lido Club Gardens, on 52d street 
and Seventh avenue, the former 
Club Lido spot, is being redone for 
opening as another mass turnover 
spot catering to a $1.25 dinner 
crowd. With it will go Noel Sher- 
man’s presenation of a Billy Arnold 
floor revue. 

There will be no ‘minimum check’ 
rule after 10 p. m. 








INDESPENSA'BLE SONGS FOR 
YOUR FALL REPERTOIRE! 


“MARDI GRAS'’—Waltz 

“STRANGE INTERLUDE''—Siow fox-trot 

“TELL ME WITH TULIPS'’'—Siow fox- trot 

“LISTEN TO THE GERMAN BAND''— 
Comedy fox-trot 

“AND SO Td BED'’—Luliaby fox-trot 

“IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN YOU"'—-Fox-tr>t 

“THERE WILL BE A GIRL"—(Fred Stone's 
“Smiling Faces’’) 


“DRUMS IN MY HEART" — (Youmans’ 
March Song) 
“IT'S ABOUT TIME’’'—Comedy fox-trot 


“ANOTHER CANDLE 
DAY 


ON 
CAKE’’—Fex-trot 
STANDARDS 
“WITHOUT A SONG'’—Three keys (Ballad) 
“THROUGH THE YEARS’ — Three keys 

(Ballad) 
“THEY CUT DOWN THE OLD PINE TREE" 
“TIME ON MY HANDS" 
“TWO LOVES’’—(With French text) 
“KATHLEEN MINE’’—(irish Ballad) 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 
62 West 45th Street New York City 


YOUR BIRTH- 





KEIT & ENGEL, Inc. 


719 7th Ave., New York 


“‘We Just Couldn’t Say 
Good-Bye”’ 


““As You Desire Me” 
“Pink Elephants” 
“Beside the Sunset Trail” 
“| Found You For Some- 
body Else” 

















FOR RENT 


gtitable for dancing 
owners will assist tenant 
521-5th Ave, Now York 


Large hall 
thoroughfare; 
Friedman, Inc., 


prominent 
b. 
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Dancer’s Novel 

‘42nd Street,’ novel of show busi- 
ness and Broadway, initial effort of 
Bradford Ropes, dancer, reached the 
gtores Thursday (15). It is show 
biz throughout and will appeal 
atrongly to the theatrical mob, but 
it also should land with the masses. 
Ropes displays a ‘close working 
knowledge of showdom, particularly 
the vaude and legit branches. While 
keeping pretty close to its intrica- 
cies and technicalities, at the same 
time he’s made it interesting read- 
ing for non-professionals, 

Story will be made into a picture 
by Warner Bros. which bought the 
rights before publication, paying 
$6,000. Film will be a musical with 
Ruby (Keeler) Jolson in the cast in 
her initial screen try. 

Book mainly deals with the pro- 
duction of a musical comedy from 
the point of hiring people, through 
rehearsals, worries, setbacks, trou- 
ble over parts, to the tryout in 
Philadelphia and the final premiere 
in New York. From this base it 
branches out into vaude and other 
flavors, including Broadway, in- 
trigue, etc. 

Ropes wrote the book while tour- 
ing the Loew circuit and in other 
engagements as a dancer. On first 
submitting it to Alfred H. King, 
Inc., the publisher, only one of that 
firm's members, Wallace Dickson, 
who also was formerly in show biz, 
held out for acceptance. Ropes was 
then asked to do some rewriting. 

To those in touch with legit and 
vaude, many characters in the book 
will appear familiar. Other promi- 
nent persons are frequently men- 
tioned by name. 


Another Book-of-the-Month Club 

Literary Guild, which recently 
acquired the Book League, has 
evolved a plan by which it hopes to 
unload the returns on its past selec- 
tions. Privilege of membership in 
both the book-of-the-month cluhs 
is the return of those selections the 
subscriber no like. 

Returns have been piling up and 
the Guild now hopes to dispose of 
them through the Guild Dollar Book 
Club, the formation of which be- 


came known some time ago, but 


with no details given out. 

It's really another book-of-the- 
month club by which the subscriber 
gets past selections of the Guild and 
Book League at $1.a copy instead 
of the regulation price. This also 


. With a return privilege, of course, 


and so there may be still another 
book-of-the-month club at yet a 
cheaper price if the dollar books 
eome back in quantity. 


Lockridge’s First 

Richard Lockridge, drama editor 
of the N. Y. ‘Sun’ makes his in- 
jitial bow as a biographer with 
‘Darling of Misfortune’ (Century). 
Don't let the title fool you, it’s a 
biography of Edwin Booth. 

Author evidently has been at con- 
siderable pains to verify his state- 
ments and to correct the errors ap- 
pearing in earlier biographies. In 
this he has been materially aided 
by having access to the Booth col- 
lection in the Players Club, founded 
by the tragedian. but he has not 
rested upon that collection alone for 
his data. Lockridge has compiled 
a scholarly and interesting story 
which promises to become the 
standard. 





Book on Magician 


Harv~y L. Clapham, member of 
Washington Assembly 23, Society of 
American Magicians, has been doing 
some research in the field of magic. 
Result is a pook on the late Wil- 


liam Henry Palmer who performed 
under the stage name of Robert 
Heller. 


There is a biological sketch of the 
subject by Henry Ridgely Evans, 
Litt. D., together with reproductions 
of old handbills and other theatrical 
effects used by the magician before 
the Civil War. Edition is limited 
to 1,000 copies. 





Keptee 

Ruth Phillips wisely does not seek 
to mike a heroine of Ellyn Mack 
in her ‘Manhattan Love.’ Not so 
easy to glorify a keptee and Ellyn 
is nothing more than that, so the 
&tory tells her experiences inter- 
estingly but does not seek to 
glorify. 

Ellyn's type is no novelty in cur- 
rent literature, but Miss Phillips 
hits new lights and her book holds 


interest. Published by Macaulay. 





Reviving Fan Monthly 
Hollywood ‘Sereen Mirror,’ which 
foided 1ecently, will be revived in 
October by its publisher, Benjamin 
Brick. 
New title of the monthly 
Hillywood ‘Sereen Flash.’ 


will be 








Worst Seller 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Slowest selling volume in a 


loca! bookstore is copy of 
Herbert Hoover’s tome on 
mineralogy, which has _ col- 


jected dust for four years. 

Stands next to a stack of 
Casanova biogs, that are go- 
ing like hotcakes. 











New ‘Americana’ 


‘Americana,’ the mag which had 
its inception as a gag by a group 
of illustrators, only to go floppo in 
short order, will be revived by a 
new group which has acquired the 
title and other assets. Perry Jack- 
son is the leading spirit of the firm 
organized to reissue the publica- 
tion. 

New title of the monthly will be 
‘Americana Magazine,’ and under 
the new ownership editorial matter 
will be added to the illustrations 
which the former mag went in for 
exclusively. Likely that Alexander 
King will be retained to edit. 

Original ‘Americana’ came into 
being as an outlet for the drawings 
of various illustrators which, for 
various reasons, could not be used 
in the regular mediums. Too many 
artists and too little business man- 
agement did the mag in after a lit- 
tle while. The publication is now 
to be issued on a serious basis. 


Airing By-Lines 

Every by-line writer on the Balti- 
more Sunpapers is destined to 
switch from typewriter to micro- 
phone in order to entertain the ears 
of the listeners of WCAO, with 
which the dailies are affiliated. And 
since most of the ace newspaper 
men on those two sheets are polit- 
ical oracles, it’s going to be inside- 
stuff-on-Washington for the most 
part. 

Parade was started last week by 
J. Fred Essary, chief of the Sun’s 
Washington bureau. Immediately 
after the broadcast Essary hopped 
for the west coast to accompany 
Gov. Roosevelt on his presidential 
campaign. To follow Essary on the 
air are Frank R. Kent, known for 
his ‘Great Game of Politics’ column, 
and Henry Hyde, the general com- 
mentator and literary gentlemen. 


Winding up ‘World’ 

The Press Publishing Co., New 
York, the corporate identity of the 
late morning and evening ‘World,’ is 
not dissolved. Liabilities totaling 
more than $7,000,000 are yet to be 
adjusted, including a number of libel 
actions, one of which is a claim for 
$1,000,000. 

Among unexpired contracts is that 
with Bud Fisher for his “Mutt and 
Jeff? comic strip. Agreement calls 
for $600 weekly and has another 
year torun. The ‘Daily News’ took 
over the strip but is paying only 
$300 weekly, the balance being paid 
by the Pulitzer corporation. Latter 
never had the syndication rights. 


Even Walker’s Image 


Practically all the New York 
dailies have been going after ex- 
Mayor Walker since his resignation, 
the “Times’ going so far as to even 
canvass the film theatres Sunday 
(11) for audience reaction on the 
Mayor’s newsreel appearances. Pa- 
per decided that the public was 
against the ex-mayor, too, running 
its survey Monday. 

Newsreelmen for years’ have 
claimed that it is their experience 
that political figures who drew ap- 
plause on the screen are seldom 
elected. 

Look for Mergers 

Competition between Paris fllus- 
trated papers, especially women’s 
mags, is apt to lead a consolida- 
tion or agreement between publish- 
ers. A great many of these publica- 
tions are owned either direct or un- 
der aliases by the Agencie Havas 
and Editions Hachette which are 
working in close cooperation. 

A new weekly paper is about to 
start edited by Raymond Machard, 
the woman who wrote sensational 
sex novels. Another monthly mag, 
titled ‘Francoise,’ is also about to 
spring. 








Plea for Fund 

Authors’ League is sending out a | 
special plea to members for con- | 
tributions to its fund for indigent 
scribblers. The fund is at present 
exhausted with no prospect of 
revenue except what the more for- 
tunate members of the League may 
contribute. 

Fund will accept as 
half dollar. Luise 
League's treasurer, is 
specfal plea. 


little as a 
Silleox, the! 
voicing the 


A Dime a Copy 


That new periodical which George 
Jean Nathan announced he was in- 
terested in upon his return from 
abroad, will have an editorial board 
rather than a single individual hold- 
ing the reins. Editors will be, in 
addition to Nathan, Ernest Boyd, 
Theodore Dreiser, James Branch 
Cabell and Eugene O'Neill. 

Title of the publication will be 
‘The American Spectator—A Liter- 
ary Newspaper,’ with the first issue 
to appear around Oct. 20. Publica- 
tion will be monthly thereafter. 

In the first number will be repre- 
sented Havelock Ellis, Frank Swin- 
nerton, Van Wyck Brooks, Lincola 
Steffens, Jim Tully, Liam O’Fla- 
herty, Ring Lardner, Clarence Dar- 
row, Louis Untermyer, Paul Morand 
and Joseph Wood Krutch. At a dime 


a copy. 
In appearance ‘The American 
Spectator’ will be patterned after 


the French ‘Nouvelles Litteraires,’ a 
small-sized newspaper. Distribution 
will be international with both 
newsstands and book stores as out- 
lets. 

Publisher is Richard R. Smith, 
who, with Ray Long, publishes 
books, too. It marks Nathan's 
breakaway from Alfred Knopf, who 
hitherto issued all the Nathan liter- 
ary efforts. 





Roosevelt’s Party 

On the three weeks’ swing 
through the west, Governor Roose- 
velt is accompanied by 25 or more 
newspaper correspondents and sev- 
eral photographers. William Don- 
aldson is the Governor's press rep, 
while Marvin McIntyre is business 
manager of the tour. 

The Roosevelt party, numbering 
more than 50 persons in all, is trav- 
eling in a special train of seven 


‘cars, cost of which will be $20,000. 


For reasons of party finance, as 
well as for psychological effect the 
train is much less elaborate than 
the one in which Al Smith invaded 
the west four years ago. 


Kidding Pilgrims 

A high pressure salesman selling 
hot dogs to the Pilgrims as they 
landed on the shore of what is now 
Provincetown, Mass., is one of the 
highlights of a picture titled ‘The 
Founding of Provincetown.’ It’s a 
burlesque on the landing o7 the Pil- 
grim Fathers. 

The picture, directed by George 
Bruce, writer of short stories, was 
filmed in Provincetown with nu- 
merous prominent artists enacting 
the roles, including Maida Huneker 
and Joseph Lazarovici. Morgan 
Dennis, etcher, plays the hot dog 
salesman, 


Reporters and Hurley 

When Patrick J. Hurley, Secre- 
tary of War, gets back to Washing- 
ton, the scribes are preparing to 
give him a wide berth. To date two 
prominent feature writers are sup- 
posed to have lost their jobs by 
‘bumping into’ Pat. 

One Washington newspaperman 
who has a hobby of collecting pic- 
tures is in possession of three or 
four portraits of soldiers applying 
torches to the ‘Bonus huts’ during 
the riots of july. Some of these 
pictures were published, at the time, 
in the newspapers. This newspa- 
perman was offered a sum of money 
tor his collection. ‘Nothing doing,’ 
he said, ‘I'd lose my job if Pat Hur- 
ley ever got wind of who owned the 
origina]s.’ 





Foiled! 

During fiery conclusion of Egan- 
Tinnin murder trial in Frisco last 
week, local sccibes were in con- 
stant attendance around the court 
house. Rene Cazenave of p.m. 
‘Call-Bulletin’ scooped the gang 
with an interview from jury fore- 
man. As he dashed to phone his 
yarn to the city desk competing 
brethren hung around him to pick 
up the dope. 

But their hopes were dashed 
when Cazenave got Dean Jennings 
on the wire and reeled off in rapid 
fire French all details of the story. 


Retain Novel Rights 
In their sale of ‘Sucker’ to War- 
ners, Bertram Millhauser and 
Marie Beulah Dix reserved the nov- 
elization and stage rights. 
Scenarists have written the story 


n novel length and are aiming for | 


publication following the picture's 


release. 





Studios in ‘Fortune’ 
‘Fortune’ is now going for th 
studios, Noel Busch has been on 
the coast for more than a week ob- 


| taining data on a four page art and 


descriptive layout for Metro. 
This is the publication's first ad- 
vent into the picture field. 





‘Sheltered Life’ ($2.50) ..... 
‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) ceccscesee 
‘The Fortress’ ($2.50) .... 


‘Faraway’ ($2.75) 
‘Good Barth’ ($2.50) ... 


‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75).. 


‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) ......+6. 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for the week ending Sept. 17, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 


‘Peking Picnic’ ($2.50) ccccceccecces 


Non-Fiction 


‘More Merry Go Round’ ($3.00) . 
‘What We Live By’ ($2.50) ....... 
‘Princess In Exile’ ($3.50) ....... By Grand Duchess Marie of Russia 
..By Hendrik Wilhelm Van Loon 


ooececns eoveeee- BY Ellen Glasgow 
eeeeedees »+++- By Charles Morgan 
eooeesee-- BY Hugh Walpole 
eecceccee wTvTrTrer By Ann Bridge 
eocceese BY J. B. Priestly 

eee gecKe eeoeee+ By Pearl S. Buck 
recreT? CET TTL TTT es Anonymous 
Seecden ts By Abbe Ernest Dimnet 


‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing’ ($3.00). 
erewes ens 3y John Truslow Adams 


. By L. E. Lawes 








Balto ‘Post’ Wakes Up 

Evidently the Scripps-Howard 
sheet in Baltimore, the ‘Post,’ has 
quit stalling and waiting around for 
something to happen, and has taken 
the business battle right into the 
heart of the rival Sunpapers best 
clients, the department stores. 

Recently the ‘Post’ started a 
rumpus by making a deal with the 
leading stores for splurge advertis- 
ing at a big reduction in rates. In 
addition, jumped the size of the 
paper, added new departments, par- 
ticularly full service on financial 
matters. 

‘Post’ is now continuing the battle 
in a drive, billboarding the town to 
boast of its new advertisers, And 
now expected that another war, this 
time for the theatrical ads, is in the 
offing. 





Another One 

Rian James, who seems to write a 
column with one hand and a novel 
with the other, is up again. This 
time with another story about a 
columnist who starts out as a 
hoofer. Titled ‘Loudmouth’ (King). 

James does not get the breaks for 
this one, coming out only five days 
behind another book on the same 
topic. but he has produced an en- 
tertaining volume which gives evi- 
dence cf the author’s growing abil- 
ity to handle plot factors. He re- 
sorts to a rather forced finale in 
which the columnist is killed by a 
cyanide pencil tip. 

This time Sardi’s forgotten in fa- 
vor Billy LaHiff’s Tavern, address, 
’n’ everything. 


Two More Pulps 

N. L. Pines and Marcus Gold- 
smith, who issue a trio of pulp mags 
under the ‘Thrilling’ trade mark, are 
plotting two more to appear around 
Nov. 1. Titles nor policy of the two 
proposed mags decided upon, but to 
distinguish them from the ‘Thrill- 
ing’ mags they will be issued under 
a classification to be called ‘Stand- 
ard.’ 

The three pulps now being pub- 
lished by Pines and Goldsmith are 
‘Thrilling Adventures, ‘Thrilling 
Detective Stories’ and ‘Thrilling 
Love Magazine.’ In addition, Pines 
also gets out ‘College Life.’ 

Marcus Goldsmith, not to be con- 
fused with Harry Goldsmith, also 
a pulp mag publisher, 





Alexander Green Dead 

Alexander Green, 52, Russia’s 
leading mystery and adventure 
story writer, died in Crimea after 
a long illness. His real name was 
Grinivetzky. 

Though a Russian and rarely out 
of his country, Green's stories were 
always set outside of Russia and 
his heroes were never. Russians. He 
had never reconciled himself to the 
revolution and remained a volun- 
tary exile in a Crimean village to 
the end of his days. 


Marian Spitzer’s Trio 

Having had one story published 
by the Satevepost (‘Out Where the 
Blues Begin’), Marian Spitzer has 
finished another for the same 
periodical and has still another on 
the way with an identical destina- 
tion. 

Miss Spitzer (Mrs. Harlan Thomp- 
son) is currently on the Coast with 
a bouncing young son on one knee 
and a typewriter on the other. 





Dance Salon Mag 

‘Dance Events,’ new mag pub- 
lished by J. A. Greenberg, makes its 
bow Oct. 17. Publication will deal 
with dance recitalists and promo- 
tion of group ticket sales for re- 
citals and bookings outside the 
regular concert field. 

Merritt Franken is the editor, 
New Mayor as Author 
Joseph Vincent McKee, New 
| York's new mayor, writes articles 
‘for magazines under the name of 
| James W. Dawson. 
i His Honor once 


jin New York’s public 














taught English 
schools, 





Christienson Moves 

H. Christienson, probably the best 
known of the younger English 
newspapermen, leaves London, 
where he has been assistant editor 
of the ‘Sunday Express,’ to take 
charge of the Manchester bureau of 
the ‘Daily Express.’ 

Anticipation is Christienson will 
return to London in six months in 
an executive capacity on the 
‘Daily.’ 





Riznik Back 

Joseph Q. Riznik off Paris edi- 
tion of the Chicago ‘Tribune’ and 
back in Frisco after seven years. 

Arrived with his wife, Charlotte 
Barnes, fashion writer and daughter 
of T. Roy Barnes, and an infant son 
born recently at Neuilly-sur-Seine, 


Chatter 
Clif Fadiman never forgets a 
script once he’s read it. 


Henry R. Luce has a new domi- 
eile, 

Louis Berg back from Canada 
with the skeleton of a novel. 


Mary Austin’s autobiog out soon, 


Harry Lauder’s book, ‘Wee Drap- 
pies,’ appears coincident with his 
new farewell tour, 


Gil Chambers did Mt. Washing- 
ton by foot and is back in Newark 
with material for that new work of 
his. 


Jonas Arnold has a scheme by 
which he will be able to write the 
great American novel. He will call 
it ‘The Great American Novel.’ 


Harper gets Rose Macaulay’s 
next, 

Sherwood Anderson in New York, 

Reed Harris, who got into diffie 
culties at Columbia University, 
takes it out on Nicholas Murray 
Butler in his book, ‘King Football,’ 

Harry Freeman, of TAAS, going 
to Russia for two months for local 
color, 

Addison Mizner book on the many 
Mizners being plentifully quoted 
already. 

Arty Pincus recovering from the 
recent collapse of a leading pulp 
which left him stranded in Canada, 

Anne Putman Sanford definitely 
staying in New York. 

Laurence Schwab, musical com- 
edy producer, has turned novelist 
with ‘Two Maids Go to Market.’ 
Covici-Friede brings it out next 
month. 

‘Norman Warren back from Croe 
ton, 

So that his new book will sell, 
Robert Benchley calls it ‘No Poems,’ 

Elliot E. Cohen, erstwhile m. e, 
of the ‘Menorah Journal,’ sporting 
a ’32 version of chin adornment, 
Donald Friede, too. 

Ira Glucksman studying the teche 
nique of the mystery yarn. 

The Sussex shack in which Sele 
don Truss lives is a mere 350 years 
old. 

Eric Knight won't take New York 
on a silver platter. 

Gustav Eckstein hag gone back 
to Zinzinnati. 

Paul Yawitz 
Humor.’ 

The charge that Henry Ford paid 
Samuel Crowther to write those 
books on the automobile maZimave 
comes out of the next edition of 
‘The Tragedy of Henry Ford.’ 

Helen Carpenter has fictionized 
‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

Isadore Lhevinne back from Gere 
many. 

Henry Dreyfuss, for several years 
art director of the Strand theatre, 
New York, now supervising art 
work for McCall's. 

Newly organized Long Island 
Poet’s Association has issued itg 
first quarterly mag, ‘Pegasus.’ 

Forbes Parkhill, novelist and fore 
mer reporter, will serve as eritic in 
short story classes at Denver Uni- 


makes ‘College 


versity. 
Mrs. Virginia Millikin, juvenile 
novel and short story writer, and 


Mrs. Georgia Clark, free lance fea- 
ture writer, have joined the staf in 
creative writing at University of 
Colorade. 
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[. —~-— ————————— 
and Los Angeles 
“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bidg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 
Yvonne Fontaine, cashier for the , labor commission by Charles Lang- 
Home theatre, filed a wage claim | ford, an appraiser, -vho claims the 


against Leslie Asher, owner, for $30, 
one week's salary. 





‘Honest Finder,” current Ernst 
Lubitsch picture (Par), 
‘The Golden Widow.’ 


‘Second Fiddle’ to ‘Men Are Such 
Fools,’ Schnitzer (Radio). 





Kong—Eighth 


‘Kong’ to ‘King 
Radio, 


Wonder of the World,’ 


Fred Niblo haled before the state 


has become | 


| director owes him $50 for services. 
special service rep- 
National Screen 
| Service, and Flossy Gold, head of a 
iL. A. wholesale nut concern, will 
be married in Hollywood Sept. 28. 


MacLandow, 
| rese ntative’ for 


Lou Dorn agency has added a 
band and orchestra booking depart- 
ment, to be operated by David Chud- 
now and Hal Chafnoff. Pair are 
musicians and were formerly at 
Stark’s Bohemian, 





_ ST 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 36) 


should be spaced at least three or 
four weeks apart. They stand com- 
parison well, but the edge has been 
taken off the turn. 

All off to give the stage to an 
unbilled couple, a loose jointed tall 
man,and a short and snappy woman. 
They stall with some weak comedy, 
but come to life and wind up with 
a nice loose jointed eccentric dance 
from the man and a whirlwind acro- 
batic from the woman. Got them 
off to the Dest hand at the show 
eaught. 

Girls back in silver masks to 
do ae ritualistic dance number, 
which gives only one chance in 
three turns to see their faces, if 
that matters. Reri back to climb 
to the top of the altar, volcano 
belches yellow vapor and everyone 
on for what promises to be a strong 
finish when the handstanders come 
back to perform their star trick, 
a hand balance with the under- 
stander bent forward and his hands 
above his back. It is a difficult 
and unusual trick, and_ spotted 
properly would be a mitt warmer, 
but it is slow and laborious and 
knocks the finale over the head. 
That would be the ideal spotting 
for the woman’s frenzied acrobatics, 
which would get the curtain down 
to a riot instead of a ho-hum, Runs 
32 minutes, mostly meat. 

Rosa Rio, at the organ, does four 
songs spaced by a lot of slides in- 
tended to kid the audience into 
singing with her. If its any news 
the way to get the customer's vocal 
is to play stuff they know and like 


when 
eXx- 
top 


though the nearby Orpheum 
reopening about Sept. 30 is 
pected to inaugurate a 45-cent 
for a similar policy. 


Harris figures on plenty of indie 


film product, such as his opening 
feature, ‘Man Called Back,’ dis- 
tributed by World Wide. Unions 


have done right by him, allowing six 
musicians and ditto on stage crew. 
Harris is operating and supervising 
stage shows with son, Herbert, man- 
aging house, and Nell Harding di- 
recting the chorus. 

President first and only local 
house to use California Newsreel, 
composed of northern California 
shots taken by local Blache labs. 
Reel okay on subjects, but sound 
volume off at this first night show. 


Stage frolic ran 60 minutes and 
pretty lengthy. Line of 14 girls did 
numerous ensembles and specialties. 
Acts difficult to identify, but De- 
Vaux and Darling probably were the 
baritone-soprano team with Miss 
Darling also doing a pop solo. Gene 
and George Bernard hoofed a Har- 
lem routine. Blonde Haines Twins 
did one guitar number, a song, a 
uke-song combo and a time step 
while strumming the ukes. 

A ballroom team, Allen and Kin- 
yon and an unnamed old man char- 
acter who did an extremely novel 
dance, an anonymous juggler and 
Dexter, Webb and Matthew who 
played the banjo while Miss Dexter 
fiddled and danced, completed the 
roster. Show might have been 
clipped to 40 minutes with better 
results. 

Joe Livingstone directed the or- 
chestra. Stage backed with flat 
scenery, similar to that used at the 
Casino and El Capitan when Ack- 


to sing and cut out the slides. Sam |erman & Harris operated and staged 


Jack Kanffman still beams at the 
audience and they beam back at 
him. Works Barre Hill in for the 
prolog to ‘Pagliacci’ and his concert- 
master for a comedy interlude. 
When it comes to batting them over 
Kauffman has Brooklyn's number. 
Feature is ‘The Last Man’ (Col.), 
on first run, newsreel, Magic Car- 
pet and a Sennett comedy, entire 
show going about two hours and a 
half. Business up Friday because 
the rain kept them away from the 
Coney Mardi Gras. Chic. 





PRESIDENT, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 15. 

Dark for the past 15 months, 
President has been converted from 
legit to a presentation-picture 
policy with Sam Harris, formerly of 
Ackerman & Harris, operating. 
House is off the beaten show track, 
being a block away from Market 
Street, but it has several elements 
in its favor. 

First of these is the price of two 
bits for matinees and 40 cents 
nights, Second is its street-car ad- 
jacency to the entire McAllister 
street and Hayes Valley districts, 
whose trolleys stop before the door. 

President is only local house 
offering first run pix and stage 
shows at a price under 65 cents, 
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RKO STATE-LAKE 
CHICAGO 
7 RKO VAUDEVILLE ACTS 
Leon Janney, Hill & Hoffman, 
Princess Wahletka, Britt Wood 
and others. 
—On the Scre 








presentations similar to this. 
Bock. 


FOX, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 10. 
Bing Crosby is it this week. Mak- 
ing his first appearance here since 
working in Whiteman’s band at the 
Pantages several years ago, crooner 
is pulling in beaucoup business with 
best week in months apparently just 
around the corner. If Crosby gets 
expected $38,000 he'll do better than 
Jolson, Schumann-Heink, Tashman 
or any of the many names Fox has 
had during spring and summer. 
A Bing with a better voice than 
he’s displayed in the past held Fox 
stage this (Saturday) night, draw- 
ing four encores, in addition to his 
previously rendered five tunes. Sang 
all old tunes, breaking music pub- 
lishers’ hearts by the score as he 
chanted ‘Song in My Heart,’ ‘Dinah,’ 
‘Paradise,’ ‘Human Thing,’ ‘It Must 
Be True,’ ‘Surrender,’ and ‘Some of 
These Days.’ More than his own 
singing, Crosby also gave ’em the 
ace guitaring of Eddie Lang, who 
accompanied him on all tunes, and 
the equally hotcha pianoing of 
Lenny Hayton, who was in the pit. 
KF. & M.’s ‘Riviera Revue’ packed 
a punchy lot of entertainment. Con- 
chita Montenegro, from _ pictures, 
headlined the unit with a Spanish 
dance and a panto bit from her 
‘Never the Twain Shall Meet,’ all of 
which got over okay. Lottie Mayer, 
Jr., and her diving finale with the 
dozen line girls lend a sock finale 
to the show. Red Donahue and 
mule were on early to good returns. 
Fox has tossed away those classic 
overtures which have been a feature 
here since house opened three years 
ago. Substituted instead are ar- 
rangements of pop tunes. Current 
is titled ‘The Girl Friend,’ present- 
ing in story form various honeyed 
expressions of love, climaxing with 
‘You're My Everything.’ It’s a neat 
bit of work, but doubtful if it com- 
pares with previous efforts done by 
Walt Roesner and band. 








“THOSE WE LOVE” 
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Fox's orchestra of 35, 
‘able director, 
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with a cap- 
rising pit, excellent 
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{stage and lighting effects has the|and healthy before the contest, hae What Kills Actors 
best opportunities in the west for isn t now. He claims Municipa 
better and undoubtedly more appre- a was ee Vee. 
‘iate sic than the pop stuff|lated, due to negligence, : 
| ohich is eine done in Bn A flesh | there were bugs in his rest cot. (Continued from page 1) 
Bsteonos in the country. Even the —— Causes of death as reported for the 


| dailies have registered a kick at the 
|} current departure. 

| ‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G) and 
| Hearst newsreel complete the show. 
Herman Kersken had another of his 
swell drama trailers plugging next 
week's ‘Chandu,’ with plenty of 
added effects helping to sell the at- 
traction, 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

‘Desperate Sam’ is indifferent en- 
tertainment. The Bert Gordon 
vaude act, spiced with Spanish 
dances and sent out as a Fanchon 
& Marco unit, has one fault. That 
is Bert Gordon. Maybe it isn’t his 
fault, having played the act so long, 
but Gordon gets as much life, ani- 
mation, pep or zip into his histri- 
onies as the herrings he so fre- 
quently talks about. 

Rest of the show is 
Foster has provided sprightly 
danees of a Spanish flavor, F&M 
have costumed the unit to soothe the 
eye and the lighting is the best seen 
in one of their productions in some 
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time. 

A dance team contributes an 
adept bolero that scored the hand 
of the show. Plot has Sam, a 
kosher cowboy, returning to N. Y. 
to regale his sweetheart with tall 
tales of his exploits out west, which 
are revealed by fading through a 
scrim. Then back to N. Y., and a 
western friend knocks the story to 
pieces, going back to the other set- 
ting to show what really happened. 

Francis X. Bushman, Jr., does the 
heavy well, and Virginia Crawford 
is sufficiently seductive as the Mex 
vamp. Eunice Quedens and Bob 
Schaffer comprise the romantic 
team. Florence Hedges, as the 
sweetheart of Sam, warbles two 
numbers nicely. Tab runs 35 min- 
utes. 

Business less than fair opening 
mat, explained by the shift from 
Friday to Thursday. Feature is 
‘Chandu’ (Fox). Jan Rubini over- 
ture, with a colored singer chanting 
‘Old Man River,’ and newsreel bal- 
anced the bill. 





News of Dailies 


(Continued from page 38) 


New York. He would ‘be a man 
with a past,’ she wrote, if he gota 
divorce, and girls would ‘low-rate 
the unknown wife to the ground and 
say she must have been a hell cat 
not to have gotten along with you.’ 
Letters came out in Cincy Domestic 
Relations Court. Split was legal- 
ized. Judge chilled an agreement 
separation calling for $75 weekly 
alimony. 


Omaha was introduced to two 
new Publix managers. They were 
Joseph Rosenfield, who will manage 
the Paramount, and A. E. Ableson, 
who will handle the World. 


Mrs. Dorothy Pollak, murder trial 
figure and temporary burlesque 
queen, lost a suit against a Chicago 
finance company. She alleged they 
grabbed her car eight days before 
the next payment was due. Com- 
pany said they repossessed by due 
process of replevin. 


Cleveland was to be the con- 
verging. point for a group of sym- 
phony orchestra managers, Mrs. 
Adella Prentiss Hughes announced. 


Business managers would come 
from Chicago, Los Angeles, Minne- 
apolis, St. Louis, Cincinnati, De- 


troit and Rochester. These towns, 
all hot for culture, maintain phil- 
harmonic organizations. 


Marjorie Goodman and June Pitt- 
ner, kids, reported Hollywood bound 
at the instigation of RKO officials 
to be tested as candidates for films. 
They were discovered in Chicago. 


Goodyear balloon moored at the 
World’s Fair and taking passengers 
aloft for 55 cents each broke away 
during a wind storm. The missing 
bag was sighted far out on Lake 
Michigan’ by a steamer. 





Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
expressed to Carol Frink, of the 
Chicago ‘Herald-Examiner,’ her dis- 
tress at the plight of opera in Chi- 
cago. Drink lots of water, eat 
lightly and believe in God, was the 
71-year-old diva’s formula for con- 
tinuously robust health. After the 
interviewer scrammed she _ went 
back to a detective yarn that Miss 
Frink had interrupted. 


Frederick Stock will unlimber his 
symphonic artillery Oct. 13 at Or- 
chestra Hall, Chicago. 


Edward J. O'Hare, president of 
the International Greyhound Racing 
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Ass'n, was sued in St. Louis for 
| divorce. Desertion alleged. 
Joseph Johnson of Anoka, Minn., 


sued for $15,000 damages because of 
a sprained ankle and humiliation in 
1 walkathon contest promoted by 
W. E. Tebbetts, John Freeman 
P 


ope Welton. He was able-bodied 


Evanston has established a 
‘charge account’ system for women 
who get pinched for too much park- 


ing or too much speeding. It has 
been found that the ladies have 
been annoyed after spending all 


their cash in shopping to be nabbed 
without sufficient mazuma for fines 
or bonds. 

Chester, aged 5, turned up appro- 
priately in the lost and found de- 
partment of the United Artists the- 
atre, Chicago. His parents were 
quite frantic. He was asleep among 
the umbrellas. 





Pen and Pencil Club breakfasted 
at the Drake hotel for the first of a 
series, DeWolf Hopper was the 
eruest of honor. 


Little Bits from Air 








(Continued from page 48) 


must still find a suitable continuity 
for this basically unusual musical 
aggregation. 

Minevitch’s music comes through 


in great style from the opening 
‘Sentimental Gentleman from 
Georgia,’ right through ‘Limehouse 


Nights,’ a corking arrangement of 
‘Dark Eves’ and the finale nonsense, 
but somehow the NBC script dept. 
ain't doing right by our Borah. 
Either Minevitch’s harmonicaists 
should be sold simply, sans fanfare, 
or the gab investiture needs be 
more intriguing. Just a mess of 
superlative verbiage doesn't fit this 
picture, regardless of whether or 
not Stanley Barrett, the WBAL an- 
nouncer, dwells on Minevitch’'s anal- 
ogy to the Pied Piper of Hamlin, or 
extols the ragged rascals and waxes 


Lonefellowish about the _ barefoot 
trail. 
Here's a truly unusual musical 


combination that merits being sold 
properly, particularly, if as under- 
stood, the NBC's powers are lending 
Minevitch their most favorable 
auspices. 

Perhaps it would be better to just 
let the Minevitch harmonica band 
speak for itself, with a passive ex- 
planation that here’s something new 
in harmonics. The present contin- 
uity is as inept as was the initial 
half hour in which the boys did 
their own spieling. 


Marilyn Miiler didn't sound so hot 
on the Gem safety razor program 
via WABC. She sang ‘Who’ and 
other ‘Sonny’ excerpts, but somehow 
the mike didn’t flatter her delivery. 

Nice pop song routine on WMCA 
is ‘Just Off the Press,’ which, while 
journalistically soundihg, refers to 
the hot-off-the-tinpan-alley ditties 
which the Sherwood Trio and Elmo 
Russ, the studio pianist, purvey. 


Radio Luminaries now has Milton 
Rettenberg at the ivories in place 
of Frank Banta, as originally, the 
latter probably officiating on some 
commercial. Sam Herman, xylo, 
and Andy Sanella, reeds and guitar, 
remain the others in the trio of 
ether instrumentalists who do their 
stuff on this special Sunday nite 
quarter hour, in trp-top manner. 


A sparkling early Sunday a. m. 
ensemble are the Sparklets, a wood- 


wind combination directed by 
Thomas Neely which is soothing 
musical accompaniment for any- 


body who happens to be shaving at 
9:30 Sunday mornings. It’s on 
WEAF and a limited NBC hookup. 


Whoever the Cuban Tenor was on 
WPCH for 15 minutes Sunday night 
at 7 p. m. EDST, he airs a wicked 
tonsil so far as pops are concerned. 
Same goes for Jerry Baker, a 
WPCH-WMCA standby. 


An even sprightlier combination 
are the Modern Instrumentalists, 
three femme specialists on piano, 
sax and violin, headed by Nanette 
Berr. They do the stuff at 10 a. m. 
EDST Sunday mornings, going in 
for lighter classical stuff. 

Frankie Basch, who ‘Razzes the 
News,’ is another who doubles be- 
tween both affiliated stations. She 
did two different spiels Sunday 
night, a half hour apart, first on 
WPCH and later WMCA, a rather 
unnecessary procedure. If they 
want her type of stuff—and it’s 
fresh and not unappealing—they'll 
tune for her; no sense to it if the 
theory is that they'll get her on one 
or another station, 

Seemingly ‘Ballyhoo’ isn’t finicky 
about restricting its score as is the 
wont of almost every new Broad- 
way musical, Could it be that the 
show is already fishing for 
succor? 

John Quinlan vocalized ‘Thrill 
Me,’ one of Lewis E. Gensler’s bet- 
ter numbers from the show, as an 
announced tribute to the Howard 
brothers with whom Quinlan was in 
a previous production. Quinlan is 
of nice tenor voice and in Jack 





ind | 


Berger's orchestra he has worthy 

backup on their Sundav night 
° I . 

mercial over via WOR, 


three year period are: 
134—Old Age. 
105—Heart Disease. 
48—Complications (various) 
36—Cerebral Hemmorhage 
30—Tuberculosis 
30—Accidents. 
29—Pneumonia. 
24—-Suicide. 
18—Cancer. 
15—Stomach Disorders. 
15—Under Surgery. 
6—Appendicitis (peritonitis) 
3—Diabetes. 
2—Assault and Murder. 
2—Asthma. 
1—Joint Disease. 
1—Starvation. 


Tuberculosis appears not so much 
a danger to actors as has been com- 
monly supposed. Due to the expos- 
ures and rigors of their profession, 
actors, and particularly dancers or 
acrobats, have generally been con- 
sidered likely to fall victim to this 
malady. Average age or mortality 
in tuberculosis among actors fig- 
ures out statisticaily at 38. 


Pneumonia Hazard 


Pneumonia is next to tuberculosis 
and appears to be a hazard of 
trouping under bad weather, trav- 
eling conditions and without regu- 
lar medical attention. 

Several of the accidents are di- 
rectly attributed to the actor’s pro- 
fession. Circus performers are most 
numerous under this heading. Traf- 
fic smashes, burns, public convey- 
ance catastrophes otherwise ac- 
count for those to whom accidents 
have been fatal. 


Suicide Range 


Suicides among actors seem to oc- 
cur entirely in the years between 
30-50 when the first flush of youth 
is gone, or going. Several stage 
beauties decided upon a _ self-de- 
struction solution. No other gener- 
alization stands out. One or two 
comedians found life too hard, and 
a couple of highly artistic creative 
entertainers took their own lives. 


Starvation 
Actor who died of starvation was 
well into his dotage. Although 


finally rescued from his attic, where 
he had crawled to die, it was too 
late. Malnutrition had doomed him 
and he succumbed in bed at a hos- 
pital. 

Statistics as here presented are 
not the full obituary roster for the 
time covered. Possibly 100 names 
are not tabulated due to insuffici- 
ent data as to age or cause of death, 
But the results are reasonably 
clear-cut and unmistkable. They 
prove, if anything, that actors are 
a hardy race but are increasingly 
being weakened through _—i their 
hearts. Diseases of the heart caused 
59 actors to die at an average age 
of 55 and 13 actresses at an aver- 
age age of 52 according to this three 
year survey. 
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ABE FRANK 


Abe Frank, 61, vice-president of 
the Ambassador Hotel Corp., and 
general manager of the Ambassador, 
Los Angeles, died at the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital, Hollywood, Sept. 
17, of a kidney ailment. 
been ill for three weeks. 

Frank came to Los Angeles in 
1920 to operate the hotel, and made 
the Cocoanut Grove his hobby, tak- 
ing great interest in building up 
bands and singers. Among the en- 
tertainers developed there were the 
orchestras of Abe Lyman, Gus Arn- 
heim, Jimmy Grier and, currently, 
Phil Harris. Singers who first at- 
tracted national attention at. the 
Grove are Bing Crosby, Donald 
Novis, Russ. Columbo, Harry Barris 
and Loyce Whiteman. 

Born in Fond du Lac, Wis., Frank 
started his career as a railway 
ticket seller there. He then became 
associated with Fred Harvey in es- 
tablishing the Santa Fe dining sys- 
tem, of which he was superintend- 
ent from 1888 to 1903, when he be- 
came managing director and part 
owner of the Sherman hotel, Chi- 
cago. 

He was also manager of Rector’s, 
College Inn and the North Ameri- 
can restaurants in Chicago. In 1908 
he bought and managed the Oliver 
Hotel, South Bend, Ind., until he mi- 
grated to Los Angeles. 

Mr. Frank is survived by his 
widow, two sons, Ben and Lester 
Frank, of Los Angeles; and a 
daughter, Mrs. Edward Kalisher, of 
New York. Funeral services were 
held at the Malinow and Simons 
mortuary, Los Angeles, Monday 
(19). 





W. J. FLOOD 


W. J. Fleod? an old trouper, once 
a featured acrobat in vaudeville, 
but who gave up the tumbling to 
go into the theatre and real estate 
business in the small town of Fal- 
lon, Neb., more than 20 years ago, 
died at Fallon Friday (16), from 
heart trouble at the age of 59. 

Flood at one time organized his 
own show troupe and directed a 
traveling group of vaudeville per- 
formers with some success. In 1912 
he retired from the road and built 
a picture theatre in Fallon, which 
at the time was the largest the- 
atre in the state. 

He was buried at Fallon Sunday 
under the direction of the Masonie 
fraternity. 


E. J. MONTAGNE 

Edward J. Montagne, 47, scenario 
writer, died in Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
The previous day he was stricken 
by paralysis at the Radio studios. 

He was a newspaper man in 
Brooklyn when he became _ inter- 
ested in writing for the pictures 
and free-lanced for several years 
before becoming attached to the 
Universal script department. Re- 
cently he transferred to Paramount 
and went from there to Radio pic- 
tures. He wrote upward of 100 
original scripts, starting with the 
two-reel subjects. 





CHARLES FITZPATRICK 

Charles Fitzpatrick, 49, Loew 
vaudeville agent for many years, 
died Sept. 14 in New York. He is 
survived by his brother, Tom Fitz- 
patrick, RKO agent with whom he 
was associated. The close personal 
and business friendship of the two 
brothers had existed since child- 
hood. 

For the past few years Charlie 
Fitzpatrick’s Loew agency business 
was in his own hands. At one time 
he was an agency partner of Bob 
O'Donnell, now a Publix theatre 
exec. 


JOSE ALLESANDRO 


Jose Allesandro, 37, died suddenly 
in New York Sept. 16. He was to 
havé begun rehearsals in ‘Dinner at 
Eight’ the following day. 

He made his New York debut in 
1922, supporting Ethel Barrymore in 
The Royal Family,’ but recently 
hal been engaged in the antique 
business owing to lack of engage- 
ments. He bore a striking resem- 
blance to the late Rudolph Val- 
entino. 


EDWIN S. PHILLIPS 
Edwin S. Phillips, retired actor, 
med Sept. 12 at his home, 179-36 
153d street, Jamaica, L. L, aged 68. 
Mr. Phillips was born in Manhat- 
‘an and for many years lived in 
Williamsburg. He was a member 
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of the Corse Payton company in 
Brooklyn and operated the Phillips 
Co. at the Gotham and the Novelty 
theatre, Brooklyn. 

Was a member of the ‘Mrs. Wiggs 
of the Cabbage Patch’ and ‘Get- 
Rich-Quick Wallingford’ companies 
and played in the Eugenie Blaire 
company in ‘Madame X.’ His last 
appearance was in ‘Seven Days.’ 


J. F. KEARNS 


J. F. Kearns, 58, comptroller and 
auditor for Charles R. Rogers Pro- 
ductions, died in Hollywood in his 
sleep Saturday (17), following a 
week’s illness with flu. He was 
with Rogers in an executive ca- 
pacity for seven years. 

The widow, two sons and a daugh- 
ter survive. 


WALTER T. McGINLEY 


@ouTpe 





Walter T. McGinley, 63-year-old 
millionaire oil man who for many 
years was legal adjustor with large 
circuses, died Sunday (18) from 
heart trouble at his home in Santa 
Monica, Cal. He made his money 
through ‘Lucky’ Baldwin and was 
business advisor to the latter's 
widow and daughter. 


GEORGE JENKINS 

George Jenkins, 71, old-time min- 
strel and circus man, died at his 
home, Columbus, O., Sept. 14. Best 
known through the act of Clayton 
Jenkins and Jasper, but earlier had 
toured with many minstrel troupes 
and had traveled with Sells Bros. 
circus. 


PEG ENTWISTLE 
Peg Entwistle, legitimate ac- 
tress, committed suicide in Los An- 
geles Sept. 18. Details will be 
found in the news columns. 





Jerome Fountain, 84, father of 
Lester Fountain, F-WC manager at 
Santa Ana, Calif., died Sept. 12 at 
Oakland, Calif. Had been ill since 
suffering a paralytic, stroke upon 
the death of his wife a year and a 
half ago. 





Mrs. Alice Killeen Hurl, 32, wife 
of John B. Hurl, theatrical manager 
and producer, died Sept. 12 at her 
home in Milford, Mass. Known dur- 





ing the world war as the ‘girl with 
the million dollar smile.’ Besides 
her husband she leaves three daugh- | 
ters. 


Charles H. Gabriel, 76, died in 
Los Angeles Sept. 14. He had writ- 
ten more than 8,000 hymns, includ- 
ing Billy Sunday's standby, ‘Bright- 
en the Corner Where You Are.’ Sur- 
vived by his son and five sisters. 
His wife died about a year ago. 


Royal Cooper, 18, died Sept. 12 in 
Oakland, Calif., from burns received 
in a blast which wrecked the Im- 
perial there. Cooper was a relief 
projectionist. 


Monte Kronkhite, 21, was killed 
Sept. 9 in an explosion which de- 
stroyed the Imperial, Oakland, Calif. 
He was a projectionist at the the- 
atre. 


Mother, aged 72, of Charles F. 
Danver, “Pittsburghesque’ columnist 
for the Pittsburgh ‘Post-Gazette,’ 
died last week in that city. 


Mrs. E. C. Brimer, 73, mother of 
Richard Dix, died Sept. 15, at her 
Hollywood home. Survived by her 
husband, another son and a daugh- 
ter. 

Percy Fletcher, 53, who wrote the 
musie of ‘Chu Chin Chow,’ died in 
London Sept. 13. 


Adelaide Louise Sullivan, 69, the 


mother of C. Gardner Sullivan, died 
Sept. 10 in Beverly Hills, Calif. 





Fun Slide Held Blameless 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Suit for $25,371 damages brought 
by parents of John C. Hill, minor, 
against the National An_vsement 
Co., for injuries, was decided in Su- 
perior court in favor of the defend- 


| factory output, lacking in all effort 


| sequences in which the heavy rides 


| course, in those spots where they 





ant. 
Concern operates the Fun Slide at 
Venice. 


Screens Boost State 
Fair Though Opposish | 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 

While attendance figures showed 
only a comparatively small decline | 
from 1931, the Minnesota State Fair 
suffered a considerable deficit this | 
year, due to severe shrinkage in 
other revenue. The attendance 
totaled 324,685, compared with 392,- 
669 last year. 

Twin City film houses advertised 
the Fair on their screens gratis, 
despite the fact that it is regarded 
as tough opposition. It’s the first 
instance here of the showhouses 
boosting a rival attraction. 














GOONA-GOONA 


(Continued from page 15) 


pictorial of activities on the Isle of 
Bali. Here it is number four on/j| 
the list of Balinese topicals. 

‘Goona’ has many points in its 
favor but just enough against it, 
especially that time element, to keep 
it out of the key houses and, prob- 
ably, the more important subse- 
quents. 

Al Friedlander, editor for First | 
Division, made a good cutting job 
of the material with which he had 
to work. There is a decided story 
thread throughout which wins for 
‘Goona’ the distinction of being 
among the first feature length trav- 
elogs with a melodramatic flavor. 

The native cast is excellent be- 
cause not one of its members is 
camera conscious. During the un- 
folding of the story of the prince who 
coveted a servant girl, and who 
finally got her through the conniv- 
ings of his sister and a potion 
maker, much of the native beauty 
of Bali, including scenery and cus- 
toms, is interwoven. 

Photography and sound are gen- 
erally good. First Division could 
greatly improve the general audi- 
ence impression, however, if it 
would standardize the lettering of 
silent sub-titles which now is in 
several different sizes. Waly. 


TWO FISTED LAW 


Columbiai production and release, star- 
ring Tim McCoy; directed by D. Ross Led- 
erman. Story, William Colt MacDonald; 
dialog and continuity, Kurt Kempler: cam- 
era, Ben Kline; assistant director, Wilbur 
McGaugh; sound, Glenn Rominger; film 
editor, Otto Meyer. At the Stanley, N. Y., 
lesser half of double bill, Sept. 15. Run- 
ning time, 54 mins. 


i, St. . 4 tee ei enea oe eak Tim McCoy 
POC GHWOM, «60 60bo00 ene 6b0n esses Alice Day 
MNEs 444>.d a waeteebocceonat Tully Marshall 
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PUGODs Fear deossucvesesis Wallace MacDonald 
BPs oa 00 469 600400049 SbC0800R0 John Wayne 
le. ROMMER, sc cocvdececes Richard Alexander | 
PUN « 6009 60:19464c0080084 Walter Brennon 


Routine western far below the re- 
cent average of these Columbia- 
McCoy subjects. This is the veriest 
at plot freshness. It will do, of 
buy westerns anyhow, but nowhere 
else. 

It had better be hooked up with 
another stronger feature or the cus- 
tomers over the age of 11 will feel 
disappointed at the show. Story 
follows the lines of countless old 
rancher plots so closely you con- 
stantly have a feeling you've seen it 
before and you wonder if it’s a re- 


issue. 
There isn’t a twist or an angle 


| left lez of Robert 


| show 


| circus interest which was high due 





that departs from the stencil. This 
is the one where the local land | 
shark grabs the hero’s ranch on a | 
note given to his recently deceased | 
father on promise to renew. Hero | 
goes off to seek his fortune and dis- 
appears while the land shark seeks 
to force the hero's beautiful girl 
neighbor rancher to marry him un- 
der duress. 
There is elaborate counter-plot- 
ting. Express agent is held up and 
killed by the land shark’s despera- 
does and the blame laid upon the 
hero, who has to explain where he 
got the $10,000 to pay off the girl's 
note to the same land shark at the 
last minute when hero reappears. 
There’s even a_ kind-hearted: old 
sheriff, and to make it complete the 
role is played by Tully Marshall. 
The whole works are there and it’s 
Formula No. 8739-B in all its vigor. 
There are two or three elaborate 


headlong into the distance, followed 
by the hero and behind him a whole 
sheriff's posse, and they gallop 
madly through a world of gorgeous 
scenery which is beautifully photo- 
graphed. The cameraman finishes 
one up on cast, director and pro- 
ducer, 

Stilted and blah as the story is, it 





doesn’t quite swamp the engaging, 
quiet playing of such parts by Mc- 
Coy. The heavy of Wheeler Oak- | 
man is a little hamier than sana’. | 
and Edith Day’s heroine is rather | 
paler if possible than the average of 
western romantic interests. Picture | 
stands upon the undeniable beauty 
and grace of McCoy’s white Arabian 
horse. Marshall takes a bow for! 
giving the footage it# sole semblance 
of flesh and blood. Rush. 





LEG IN RIDE MACHINE 


London, Ont., Canada, Sept 19 
Surgeons had to amputate the 
Downing, 1133 
Dufferin street, Toronto, who suf- 
fered terrible injuries while oiling | 
: ’ } 
the ‘waltzer’ on the midway of the | 

, “a ; 
Western Fair occupied by the Model 
Shows of America. He was under | 
the ride when a fellow employee, 
not knowing of his presence, turned 
on the power. 

Downing was dragged for some 
minutes before the machine was 
brought to a stop. The accident 
happened in view of hundreds of 
midway pleasure seekers. 


aiekhead 
Cardona and Bombayo 


Wed Under Big Tops 


San Antonio, Tex., Sept. 19. 
Cupid clicked twice in Ringling 
stand here with two mar- 
riages of professionals adding to 





to national convention of circus fans 
association. Papes ate up the con- 
vention and marriage stuff. 

Alfredo Cardona, aerialist, took as 
his bride Vera Bruce, team mate, 
and protege of late Lillian Lietzel, 
who was first Mrs. Cardona. The 
ceremony was performed by a dis- 
trict Judge before a big gathering 
of fans and circus personnel. News 
reels were there. 

Bombayo, otherwise N. P. Kunsi 
Kanna, East Indian wire walker, 
took the altar march in Catholic 
church Monday (19) with Filomena 
Lentini, Russian team mate. Kana 
recently became converted to 
Catholicism. 


Worst Carney Season 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 20. 

Bechmann & Gerety’s’ shows, 
senior membered by Fred Beck- 
mann, dean of the showmen still in 
the carnie biz, will go into the 
barns following the date at Beau- 
mont, Tex., Nov. 13, closing the most 
disastrous season financially in car- 
rival history, according to p. a. Hos- 
mer in charge of propaganda. 

The original show of 16 rides and 
22 sideshows dwindled about 30% | 
by mid-season. Stuff went into 
storage to reduce overhead. 


FAIR’S SURPRISE PROFIT 
West Liberty, Ia., Sept. 18. 
Figuring only on breaking even 
and at best just a shade of profit, 
West Liberty fair netted $1,500. 
Those in charge making elaborate 
plans for a 1933 exposition on 
strength of this year’s surplus. 











Miss. Fair Gate Free 
Birmingham, Sept. 19. 

The Mississippi State Fair, Jack- 
son, one of the outstanding fairs 
in the South is dropping the gate 
this year in an effort to throng the 
midway. 

Fair opens Oct. 10 and will be 
minus those fifty cent ticket sellers 
at the gates. 


Carnivals 


(For Current Week—Sept. 19-24) 


Alamo Expo.—McKinney, Texas, 
Bach, O. J.—Watkins Glen, 
Barker, J. L.—West Plains. 

Bee, F. H.—Alamo. 

Bernardi Greater—Allentown, Pa. 
Big State—Crockett, 

Bloom’s Gold Medal—Fairmount, Dl. 
Bunte—Spruce Pine, N. C. 

Castle, Ehrlich & H.—Tulsa, Okla. 
Cetlin & Wilson—Lexington. 
Coleman Bros.—Farmington. 
Conklin's All-Canadian— Woodstock. 
Crafts Greater—Tulare. 

Curl, W. S.—Urbana. 
Galler—Oneida, Tenn. 

Greenburg Amm.—Herrington. 
Happyland—lIthaca. 

Indiana Greater—Montesuma. 

Jones, Johnny J.—Greenboro, N. C. 
Kings Royal Canadian— Beamsville. 
Kraues Greater—Rutherfordton, 
Landes, J. L.—Salina. 

Lang, Dee—Mt. Vernon. 

Legette, C. R.—Okmulgee. 

Model Shows of Amer.—Upper Darby, Pa. 
Roberts & Ramish—Oakland, Md, 
Roland Expo.—Appomattox. 





Rubin & Cherry—Nashville, Tenn. 
Snodgrass—Salina, Okla, 
Sol's Liberty—Trenton. | 
Spang’s Greater—Gratz. | 
Texas Show— Beeville. 
Wade, W. G.—Monroe. 
Weer, J. ©.—Centerville | 
Xeiger F.—Las Animas, | 
E | 

° 
Circuses | 
_- 

| 

(For Current week Sept. 19-24) | 
' 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 
Sept. 19, El Dorado, Ark.: 20, Alexandria, | 


Le Monroe; 22. Shrevepe 23. Long 


4 


|city police 
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MIDWAY WORKER LOSES Biz Man as Receiver 


Makes Bankrupt Park 
Show Prompt Profit 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 
With the closing of the season it 
|; Was discovered that Jefferson Beach 
Amusement Park made a profit this 


year large enough to open in style 
next year. A departure from the 
usual procedure was plan of hav- 
ing a business man as manager. 

Frank L. Kilngensmith who was 
appointed receiver for the park last 
spring was formerly vice-pres. sec 
and treas. for the Ford Motor Co. 
and was with the company fer 17 
years. 

He was appointed receiver for the 
park at the request of friends 
among the bond-holders and turned 


/the unusual, by putiing park from 
the red into the black. 


Making most of the money on the 
beach and ball room most credit 
was given by the management to 
radio advertising. Prices were cut 
to a minimum with the park own- 
ing all the concessions except food, 
Beach prices were cut to 30c and 
ballroom to 15 and 25c. Financial 
situation contrasted to all other 
local parks showing in the red, 


Unpaid Hotel Bill Charge 
Snarls Hit-Run Scheme 


Dubuquee, Ia., Sept. 19. 

Bert Moore, 31, traveling under a 
string of aliases, and purporting to 
operate the Ambassador attractions, 
is in the county jail charged with 
having defrauded a hotel keeper. 
Arrest made in Des Moines where 
the show angle cropped up. 

Moore’s scheme included visits to 
larger towns and running a come- 
on ad advertising a part interest 
sale in his attraction. With a down 
payment of around $150, both he 
and show disappeared. He was said 
to have had his latest show and 
game at the Monticello fair. 

Police checks indicate he is 
wanted at Omaha for the fair game 
racket, with authorities at Kansas 
City, St. Louis, Tulsa and Sioux 
City, also in line. 


Canada Loath to Tie 
Up Visiting U. S. Show 


London, Canada, Sept. 19. 

County Judge Wearing refused an 
injunction which would tie up the 
Rubin & Cherry shows playing 
Western Fair here. The injunction 
would have prevented the shows 
from moving until a $3,729.80 claim 
was settled. Joseph J. Conley, a 
former employee, last year brought 
a similar action against the carnival 
company and at that time was suce 
cessful in forcing a settlement deal. 
Conley now claims that the settle- 
nient was not carried out and that 
he only obtained $1,000 on his claim. 
He is now asking for the remaining 
amount, 

Judge Wearing stated today that 
he did not think it fair to tie up the 
shows, as they are scheduled to open 
shortly in Philadedphia, and as all 
the litigants are citizens of the 
United States. 





New Orleans Likely 
Ringling-B-B Finale 
Birmingham, Sept. 19. 
The Ringling show is booked for 
New Orleans Sept. 24 and 25 and 
will probably close the season there. 
In the meantime, the Downie 
show is headed toward winter quar- 
ters in Georgia and closing is just 
a matter of days. 


_ ———— 


‘Midway Games Sloughed 


London, Can., Sept. 19. 

Two midway booth proprietors, 
operating at the Western Fair 
which opened here on Monday, 
pleaded guilty to operating gam- 
bling devices. Fines of $100 or two 
months in jail were imposed. 

The accused were Joseph Russell, 
32, of 301 W. Camden street, Baiti- 
more, and Charles Adams, 34, of 
St. Louis. Men were arrested by 
after they had been 


i warned to stop the games, 


la. Fair Nets $350 
Eldora, Ia., Sept. 19. 
Out of the red and $350 net shown 


| by the Hardin county fair. 


First profit shown by the fair in 
several years. No curtailment in 
premiums and entertainment on @ 
par with that of years gone by. 
Total gate was $%,661.84, 
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your screen! 


audiences, 


Trailers capture an in- 
terest that is WAITING to 
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ronage at the least cost! 
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papers—he would pay heavy dough to be in your 
boots! He’s keen to advertise his wares on 


But you couldn’t have thatl Your people; your 


COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING. They're inter- 
ested in pictures! 


A Message 
from the Makers 
of the World's 









Clg arette-maker — Finest Trailers 


advertisements in the news- 


come to see MOVING PICTURES not 


There you are! Your audience is all set and your 
screen is in front of them: give it to them! Tell them 
about pictures—in trailers—trailers which show the 
actual scenes—trailers which give the actual dia- 
logue—trailers which are pictures in themselves, and 
which they are waiting for! 


Snap to it, man! The greatest advertising force in 
existence, the screen, is at YOUR command at a 
cost so slight as to be negligible. Boost your pat- 
ronage. TRAILERS BUILD BUSINESS! 





National Screen Service 
Ad-Vance | Trailers 
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